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L&b, a title of Baniyds, of 
the Khandiwdr sub-caste of Bais 
Baniyds and of the Oswal Baniyds 
in Behar. 

L&bar, a gdin of the Sdndilya 
gotra of the Uttar-Bdrendra 
Brahmans in Bengal. 

Labnagar Kumet, a section 
of the Majraut sub-caste of God- 
Ids in Behar. 

Lachh, a section of Rautids in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Ladil&i a section of Bdbhans 
in Behar. 

Ladu, a sub-section of the 
Kautsasa section of Utkal 
Brahmans in Orissa. 

Ldek, a section of Utkal or 
Orissa Brahmans. 

Lagdingpd, a rut or sept of 
the Bedtshan-gye sub-tribe of 
Dejong Lhoris or Bhotias of the 
south. 

Lagmetd, a mul or section of 
the Naomulid or Majraut sub- 
caste of Godlds in Behar. 



Lagori, a sept of Hos in Sing- 
bhum. 

L&hd, a title of the Desd sub- 
caste of Gandhabaniks ; of 
Mayards, Kaibarttas, and of 
Subamabaniks in Bengal. 

Ldhdgot, a mul or section of 
the Naomulid or Gorid sub-caste 
of Godlas in Behar. 

Lahakpd, a thar or sept of 
Mangars in Darjiling. 

Laharvid» a section of Godlds 
in the North-Western Provinoes 
and Behar. 

Lahati, a seotion of Newars in 
Darjiling. 

La her, a sub-sept of the Hem- 
rom and Mdmdi septs of Santdls. 

Laherdy a synonym for Ldheri. 

Ldheri, a group of the Bdren- 
(lra Godlds in Bengal. 

Ldheri, a gdin of the Sdndilya 
gotra and a title of Bdrendra 
Brahmans in Bengal. 



Laherdy a Behar caste engaged in the manufacture and 
sale of lac bangles ( Idh kd churi). The group 
and internal ^ ppo^jy a functional one, consisting of 

members of several different castes who hap- 
pened to adopt that particular profession. In Behar it is divided 
into two sub-castes — Dakhinhd and Tirhutid — residing respectively 
north and south of the Ganges. There are two sections, — Kdsi and 
Mahurid. Prohibited degrees are reckoned by the standard formula 
calculated to seven generations in the descending line. 

Laheris admit both infant and adult-marriage, but regard the 
former praotioe as the more respectable. The 
Marnage * oeremony is of the standard type, but no tilak 

is paid to the parents of the bridegroom. Polygamy is resorted to 
only in the event of the first wife proving barren. Widows are 
allowed to marry again by the sagai form. In suoh cases it is 
deemed right and proper for a woman to many her late husband’s 
younger brother if one has survived him, out she is under no 
positive obligation to do so. A faithless wife oan be divorced by 
establishing ner guilt before a panchdyat. If, however, the offenoe 
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has been committed with a member of the oaste, it is usually 
condoned on payment of a fine in the form of a feast riven to the 
heads of the caste. Adultery with an outsider involves instant 
expulsion from the community. 

In deciding questions of inheritance and succession the caste 
profess to be guided by the Mit£kshar&, which 
sian &<*. 1B pergonaJ ] aw of most Hindus in Behar. 
Disputes, however, rarely go beyond the panch&yat, a highly 
primitive tribunal, which cannot be credited with very precise 
Knowledge of the written law. To this circumstance, no doubt, we 
owe the preservation among their scanty customs of the usage 
known in the Panj&b as chunddvand , by which the sons, however 
few, of one wife take a share equal to that of the sons, however 
many, of another. In applying this rule no distinction is drawn 
between the status of the wives, and the sons of a wife married by 
the sagai form get the same share as the sons of a woman who was 
married as a virgin by the regular oeremony. 

Laheris consider themselves to be orthodox Hindus, and regard 
Bhagavati as the deity whom they are more 
6 lglon * especially bound to worship. Tirhutid Brah- 

mans serve them as priests, and do not suffer in social esteem by so 
doing. Their functions, however, extend only to attendance at 
marriages and watching over the observances due to the greater 

S ods of the Hindu Pantheon. The minor deities, Bandi and 
taraiyi, are worshipped by the heads of families themselves without 
the assistance of Brahmans. Goats, wheaten cakes, milk, and sweet- 
meats form the usual offerings, whioh are afterwards eaten by the 
members of the household. 

In point of social standing the Laheris rank with Koiris and 
Kurmis, and Brahmans will take water from 
pation^ 8tatUS and ° ocu ' their hands. Besides their original occupation 
of making lao bracelets, many of them are 
engaged in cultivation as occupanoy raiyats. As a rule, however, 
they will not guide the plough with their own hands, and none of 
them are found in the lower grades of the agricultural system. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
the Laheri oaste in 1872 and 1881 : — 




Digitized by LjOOQLe 















LAH-OOTA. 



3 



LALBEGI. 



Lah-ogpfi, dwelling below la 
or mountain- top or pass ; a mi or 
sept of the Ruichhung sub-tribe 
of Dejong Lhoris or Bhotias of the 
south. 

Lahoni, a thar or section of 
Nepili Brahmans. 

Lahtaur, a sept of RAjputs in 
Behar. 

L&huliA, a sept of RAjputs in 
Behar. 

Lfiik, a title of Telis and 
MayarAs in Bengal. 

Laiy&l, a thar or section of I 
Nepali Brahmans. 

Lakdndriy a thar or sept of 
Mangars in Darjiling. 

LakargarhA, a sub-caste of 
Sunris in Manbhum. 

Ldkat, a sept of RAjputs in 
Behar. 

LakhansariA, a section of 
MadhesiA HalwAis in Behax. 

Lakhaurid, a division of 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Lakhauri&r, a section of 
KAyasths in Behar. 

Lakhiputra, a synonym for 
Doai. 



Lakhnaud, a section of the 
BanodhiA and JaiswAr KalwArs 
in Behar. 

Lakhotia, a section of Mahes- 
ris in Behar. 

Lakhsarid, a section of BhAts. 

Lakrihdr, a section of Bans* 
phor Doms in Western Behar. 

Laksha, a gdin of the BAtsya 
gotra of BArendra Brahmans in 
Bengal. 

Laksham Serid, a section of 
the Biyahut and KharidAhA 
KalwArs in Behar. 

Lakshan or Saranbanda, a class 
of SannyAsis or Fakirs. 

Lakshanpurid, a mul or sec- 
tion of the Naomulid or Majraut 
sub-caste of GoAlAs in Behar. 

Laktomdhdng, a sept of 
Limbus in Darjiling. 

Lakwdr, a section of the 
Maghayd sub-caste of Barhis in 
Behar. 

Ldl, Ldla, a title of Kdyasths, 
Khatris, of the Banodhifi sub-caste 
of Kalwdrs and Sunris in Behar. 

L&l& t a synonym for Kdyasth 
in Behar. 



Ldlbegi, a class of Mahomedan sweepers supposed to have 
oome from^ Upper India, some with sepoy regiments, others as 
wanderers in search of work. Though styled Mahomedans, they 
neither practise circumoision nor abstain from pork. The Lalbegi 
are employed as sweepers in European households, and are always 
addressed as jama’dar by the other servants. 

They eat the leavings of Europeans, and drink any sort of wine 
or spirits. They will not, however, eat with the Raut, who in their 
turn pride themselves on abstaining from food thathas come from 
a European table. Nor will they touoh a dead body, 
if i re ^£i° U8 rites of the Lalbegi are partly Hindu, partly 
Muhammadan. As with Mussulmans generally, marriages are 
arranged by an old woman who acts as match- maker. No kabin 
or marriage settlement is drawn up, but an ikrar or bond is executed, 
in which both promise to love one another, and the bridegroom 
undertakes not to bring a seoond wife into his house. Previous to 
the wedding day the Khanduri ceremony is observed, as well as 
other Muh a m madan oustoms, but the services of the Ach&rji Brahman 

a 2 
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are not required. Should the marriage be celebrated in the bride- 
groom’s house, a fee of twenty annas is paid to the panch&yat ; if in 
the bride’s, only five annas. 

A few of the Lalbegi keep the fast of Ramaz&n, although they 
dare not enter a publio mosque. 

Their funeral ceremonies are peculiar. The dead may not be 
buried in a Mussulman cemetery, but are consigned to the ground 
in some waste and jungly spot. The oorpse is wrapped in five 
shrouds, a handkerohief is placed under each arm and in each hand, 
a kaadtcd or napkin is bound round the head, and a khirqd or 
blouse is put on the body. After the grave has been filled in, 
a doth cover (phul ka chadar) is laid over it, while four pieoes of 
“ Agar ” wood are inserted at the oorners and set fire to. The rest 
of tne funeral ceremonies are strictly Mahomedan. For four days 
after a death a fire is not allowed to be lighted in the dwelling-house 
of the deoeased, the family in the meantime receiving food from 
their neighbours; but on the fifth day a tray laden with betel-nuts 
and adorned with flowers is placed in front of the hut, and a feast is 
given to the whole tribe. 

The Lalbegis follow many Hindu customs, observing the 
Diw&li and the Holl as the greatest festivals of the year. On these 
occasions a mud image of a mosque with five domes is made, 
supposed to be a model of one still existing at Ghazni, in Kibul, 
which belonged to Lai Beg, the eponymous ancestor of the tribe. 
In front of the image a cock is sacrificed, and offerings of 
pilaOy sherbet , and sweetmeats are made in his name. Lil Beg is 
identified by Sir H. Elliot 1 with L&l Guru, the same as the 
Eakshasa AronAkarat ; but in Benares 2 he is confounded with Pir 
Zahr, perhaps the famous Chishtfya saint Sayyfd Shah Zuhfir. In 
the PanjAb, again, Mihtars adore LAI Pir, or Bab4 Faqir, as 
the dyers do Pir ’All Rangrez, and the blacksmiths Hazrat Dafid. 
It seems not improbable, therefore, that the Lalbegi, like many 
ether tribes converted to Mahomedanism, have adopted a Maho- 
medan saint as their common ancestor. 



L&l-Ch&t&i, asub-group of Hele 
Kaibarttas in Central Bengal. 

L&l-G&mia, a group of theMih- 
tar sub-caste of Telis in Behar. 

L&l-Go&ld, a hypergamous 
group of Go&lds in Eastern Bengal. 

Lalihar, a bird, a totemistio 
sept of Lohars in Chota Nagpur. 

L&ma, a thar or sept of 
Gurungs in Darjiling. 

L&mfi Khor, a section of Mur- 
mis in Darjiling. 



Lamamaka, a sept of Hos in 
Singbhum. 

L&mbfi, a section ot GoAl&s in 
the North-Western Provinces and 
Behar. 

Lambacha, a sept of theTung- 
jainya sub-tribe of Chakm&s in 
the Hill Tracts of Chittagong. 

L&mg&de, Lamgadeh, a sec- 
tion of K&mis and a thar or sept 
of Mangars in Darjiling. 

LamgoriA, a section of fc B4- 
| bhans in Behar. 



1 Supplemental Glossary , i, 32. 

3 Sherring, Hindu Tribes of Benares, p. 397. 
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LATIHAR. 



L&mi Chhanya, a thar or sept 
of Gurungs and Man gars in Dar- 
jiling. 

LamjAl, a thar or sept of 
Mang&rs in Darjiling. 

LampochhA, a sept of the 
Bautar sub-tribe of Thdrus in 
Behar. 

Lamsani T ongi f a thar or sept 
of the Das-Gurung sub-tribe of 
Gurungs in Darjiling. It was 
separated from its parent thar, the 
Lehbo Lamsani. 

Lang, a kind of bird, a totem- 
istio sept of Muudas in Chota 
Nagpur. 

LAng Chenre, a section of 
the Mahili-Munda sub-oaste of 
Mahilis in Chota Nagpur. 

LangjharAjhari, a mul or sec- 
tion of Kesarwdni Baniyds in 
Behar. 

LangsAI or LamsAI, a thar of 
the Bachh gotra of Nepali 
Brahmans. 

Laoti, he who was obeyed, a 
sept of the Pdnthar sub-tribe of 
limbus in Darjiling. 

LAphaunchhA, a thar or sept 
of Khambus in Darjiling. 

LApung, a small bird, a totem-- 
istic sept of Mundas in Chota 
Nagpur. 

LarapA, monkey-eater, a sept 
of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Larauni, a mul or section of 
the Chhamulia Madheeii sub-caste 
of Halwdis in Behar. 

Larhora or Purbdl Mehter , 
a sub-caste of Dorns in Behar who 
reverenoe Supat Bhagat, a devotee 
whom they believe to be the 
purka or founder of their sub- 
oaste. They make baskets and 
remove filth. 



Lari i a sub-caste of GoAlds in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Larka, the fighters, a title of 
the Ho tribe in Singbhum. 

Lark or, a title of Jaunpuri 
Chamdrs in Behar whose women 
act as midwives. 

Larma, a sept of Chakmds in 
the Hill Traots of Chittagong., 

Larsunar, a sept of Mundas in 
Chota Nagpur, 

Lartangar, a mul or section of 
the Kanaujid sub-caste of Sondrs 
in Behar. 

LAruli, a gdin of the Bharad- 
wdja gotra of Bdrendra Brah- 
mans in Bengal. 

LarwAr, a dih or exogamous 
section of the Gharbait sub-caste 
of Arndts in Behar. 

LarwariA, a section of Bdb- 
hans in Behar. 

Laskar, a title of Pods in 
Bengal. 

LAt, a sub-sept of the Kisku, 
Saren, and Tudu septs of Santdls, 
whose ancestor baked meat in a 
leaf platter. 

Latd-baidya, a synonym for 
Bdrui. 

LatA Punra, a section of 
Pundarik or Pundas, so oalled 
from their selling vegetables 
grown from latd or creeper. 

LAter, a sub-tribe of Dhirndls 
in the Darjiling Terai. 

Lathaur, a sub-caste of Telia 
in Behar, a section of Bajwdrs 
and Rautids in Chota Nagpur. 

Latihar, a variant for LAheri 
or ChurihAr, who manufacture 
lao bracelets or churn . 
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Lau f a sub-section of the 
Hirita section of Utkal Brah- 
mans in Or issa . 

Laugi, a title of N6gars in 
Behar. 

Lauki, a title of Hindu Jo- 
l&has in Behar. 

Launeijarhud, a mul or sec- 
tion of the Satmulii or Kishnaut 
sub-caste of Go&l£s in Behar. 

Lauridi a seotion of Godlds in 
Behar. 

Lautni, a sept of Bdjputs in 
Behar, 

Ldwdpur, a section of Maj- 
raut Godlds in Behar. 

Ldyd , a synonym for Maulik. 

Leba, a sept of Chakm&s in 
the Hill Tracts of Chittagong. 

Lechenche, the dissolute one, 
a sept of the Yangorup sub-tribe 
of Limbus in Darjiling. 



Legbahang, a sept of the 
Tambrkhola sub-tribe of Limbus 
in Darjiling. 

Legma, the worker in mud, 
a sept of the Chhothar sub-tribe 
of Limbus in Darjiling. 

Leh Ldma, a thar or sept of 
Gurungs in Darjiling the mem- 
bers of which are oalled in to 
officiate at the obsequies of the 
dead by throwing earth on the 
grave, and to read the funeral 
prayers. 

Lekhogma, he of the swollen 
testes, a sept of the Yangorup sub- 
tribe of Limbus in Darjiling. 

Lenda, earthworm, a totemistio 
sept of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Leng, a totemistio sept of the 
Bhumij tribe in Manbhum, the 
members of which will not touch 
or eat a mushroom. 

Lenkd, a title of Chdsds in 
Orissa. 



^Ctpcha, Rong , Khamba , Mon , a Mongolian tribe of Sikkim, 
Origin. Western Bhutan, Eastern Nepal, and Darji- 

ling. They are divided into two branohes — 
Rong and Khamba. The former claim to be the original inhabit- 
ants of Sikkim, while the Khamba are believed to have immigrated 
some 250 years ago from the Kbam province of China, whither 
a deputation of Lamas had been sent to choose a ruler for Sikkim. 
The Baja selected by them brought with him a number of his own 
tribe, who retained the name of their original home as associating 
them with the ruling family. The distinction, however, has not 
operated as a bar to intermarriage, and the two branches are now 
thoroughly amalgamated. Both, in fact, probably come of the same 
original stock, and represent two successive migrations of Mongols 
into Sikkim. 

u -fr* person,” says Dr, Campbell, 1 “ the Lepchas are short, 
Physical type. averaging about five feet in height : five feet 
. six inches is tall, and four feet eight inohes 

is a common stature among the men. The women are shorter in the 
usual proportion. The men are bulky for their height, but rather 
fleshy than sinewy. The musoular development of their limbs is 
inferior to that of the M&g&rs, Gurungs, Murmis, and other 

1 Journal qf Ethnological Society of London, vol. I, No. 2. 



Digitized by ^.oosle 



7 



LEPCHA. 



Parbattiahs. They are very fair of akin, and boys and girls in 
health have generally a ruddy tinge of complexion. This is lost, 
however, in adolescence, although the fairness continues. The 
features are markedly Mongolian, but there is a fulness and 
roundness of feature accompanied by a cheerful expression and 
laughing eye which renders the faoe a most pleasing one. The 
total absence of beard and the fashion of parting the hair along the 
crown of the head adds to a somewhat womanly expression of 
countenance in the men, and the loose bedgown sort of jacket, with 
wide sleeves, which they wear, contributes still more to render it 
rather difficult for strangers to distinguish the sexes, especially in 
middle age. The men very often look like women, and the women 
sometimes like men. The hair is worn long by both sexes; the 
younger men allowing it to hang loose over the shoulders, the elders 
plaiting it into a tail, which sometimes reaches to the knees. The 
women of rank wear their hair in two, and sometimes in three tails, 
tying it with braids and silken cords and tassels. The Lepohas, both 
male and female, are dirty in person, rarely having recourse to 
ablution. In the cold and dry season this renders them unpleasant 
inmates of a dose dwelling, but in the rains, when they move about 
and are frequently wet, they are clean and sweet. The tempera- 
ment of the Lepcha is eminently cheerful, and his disposition really 
amiable. In ordinary intercourse they are a very fascinating 
people, and possess an amount of intelligence and rational curiosity 
not to be met with among their Bhotia, Limbu, Murmi, or Gurung 
neighbours, and indeed rarely, if ever, to be seen among people so 
completely secluded from foreign intercourse as they always have 
been. The marked contrast in these respects between the Lepohas 
and the listless, uninquiring natives of the plains renders association 
with them a source of much pleasure to Europeans. They are 
wonderfully honest, theft being scarcely known among them ; they 
rarely quarrel among themselves. I have never known them to 
draw their knives on one another, although they always wear them. 
Eor ordinary social purposes of talking, eating, and drinking, they 
have great unanimity, but for any more important purposes of 
resistance to oppression, the pursuit of industry or trade, their con- 
fidence in one another is at a low pitch ; they fly bad government 
rather than resist it, and used to prefer digging for yams in the 
jungle and eating wretchedly innutritions vegetables to enduring 
any injustice or harsh treatment. They are singularly forgiving 
of injuries, when time is given them, after hasty loss of temper. 
Although they were ready enough to lodge complaints before the 
Magistrate against one another in cases of assault and other offences, 
they rarely prosecuted to a decision, generally preferring to submit 
to arbitration or making mutual amends and concessions.” 

The internal structure of the tribe, so far as I have been able 



_ . ... to ascertain it, is shown in Appendix I. The 

ure * subject is most obscure, and Lepohas them- 
selves seem unable to throw muoh light upon it. Besides the main 
divisions of Rong and Khamba, which, as has been stated above, 
have no special bearing on marriage, the Lepohas recognize ten 
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groups, Iwhioh they call than. These appear to have been at one 
time exogamous, and the Adinpuso thar is said to be so still. The 
rest, however, have lost their exogamous oharacter, and their 
members may marry women of their own or of other groups. Two 
than, Barphungpuso and Adinpuso, rank higher than the other 
eight, and do not permit intermarriage with them. The distinction 
is said to arise from the fact that the officials of the Sikkim State are 
invariably chosen from these two than, and they probably are the 
descendants of the Khamba clansmen who followed the chief from 
Tibet. Village headmen (mandate) cure drawn from among the eight 
lower than, and these groups represent the main body of oultivatorB 
in Sikkim. Members of these than again may intermarry with 
Limbus, whioh is forbidden for Barphungpuso and Adinpuso. 

The primitive rule of exogamy having thus fallen into disuse, 
the Lepchas supply its place by a table of prohibited degrees whioh 
does not differ materially from that expressed by the common formula 
mamera , chachera , eto., already often referred to. Intermarri- 
age is barred only for three generations in the descending line, 
except when a mith or adoptive relationship has been entered into, 
in whioh case the prohibition is said to extend to nine generations. 
The ceremony observed in mith is of the same general character as 
among the Murmis, but Lamas, not Brahmans, officiate as priests, 
and Tibetan scarves are exchanged as pledges of amity instead of 
the rupees used by the Murmis. The wives of the two friends take 
part in the oeremony, and are not troubled by the striot etiquette 
which among the Nepalese regulates the oonduot of a wife towards 
her husband’s dost. 

Lepcha girls usually marry between the ages of sixteen and 
eighteen. Men marry later owing to the 
Marmg0, difficulty of getting together the bride-price, 

which ranges from Rs. 40 to Its. 100 according to the rank of the 
parties. The freest oourtship is permitted, and sexual license before 
marriage is tolerated. If a girl beoomes pregnant, the man is 
expeoted either to marry her or to pay some compensation to her 
parents for the reduction in value which she has undergone. Formal 
proposals of marriage are usually made to the bride’s parents by 
pibus or go-betweens acting on behalf of the lover. If the proposal 
is accepted, the pibus go to the bride’s house with Rs. 5 as earnest- 
money, and ten seers of marud beer and a Tibetan scarf. An 
auspioious day for the marriage is then fixed by the Lamas. The 
oeremony, performed first at the bride’s and then at the bridegroom’s 
house, is of a very simple character. Bride and bridegroom sit 
side by side on a carpet, and the Lama ties a silk scarf round the 
neok of each and then changes the scarves, so that the bride wears the 
bridegroom’s and vice vend. Rice is sprinkled over their heads, they 
eat together, and drink marud beer out of the same cup. The pro- 
ceedings end with a feast. The married couple spend three days in 
the husband’s house, and then usually go on a month’s visit to the 
bride’s parents. 

"When a man is too poor to pay the bride-prioe, he is often 
allowed to many, as it were, on credit ; but the bnde does not leave 
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her father’s house, and the husband goes to live with her and work 
for his father-in-law until the full amount has been made up. 

Polyandry, though comparatively rare, is not entirely unknown 
among the Lepohas. As might be expected, the Tibetan form of the 
custom is followed, and the younger brothers share the favours of 
the eldest brother’s wife. Polygamy is permitted, but is not practised 
on a large scale. 

A widow may marry again, and is subject to no express restric- 
tions in her ohoice of a second husband. It is considered, however, 
proper for her to marry her late husband’s younger brother, and if 
she marries an outsider, this brother-in-law usually keeps the ohildren, 
and in any case may olaim repayment of the bride-prioe. The full 
ceremony may be employed at the marriage of a widow, but the 
parties usually content themselves with the mere announcement by 
a Lama that they have become man and wife. 

If a married oouple cannot agree, arbitrators (pibus) are appointed 
to attempt to adjust their differences. If they fail after two or three 
attempts, a formal divorce is effected with the concurrence of the 
Lama who married the pair. The wife returns to her father’s house, 
and her husband pays some compensation to her parents. When 
a woman is taken in adultery, a panoh&yat considers the case and 
determines the amount of fine (gysh) to be paid to her husband by 
the paramour. The amount of the fine is not fixed by custom, nor 
does it bear any stated proportion to the bride-price. Where 
adultery is proved, the husband has a right to divorce his wife 
without paying compensation to her parents, and to take away her 
ornaments, physical chastisement is never inflicted, nor is the 
right of divorce iuvariably exercised. Divorced wives may marry 
again by the same oeremony as is in use at the marriage of a virgin. 

In matters of inheritance and succession the Lepohas follow 
a tribal custom of their own, which is adminis- 
tered by the panohiyats of the tribe, and 
rarely oomes before the regular courts. At a man’s death his 
property is supposed to be divided equally among his sons, but the 
rule of equal division is liable in praotice to be modified by other 
considerations. Thus the widow and daughters of the deoeased 
usually live with the eldest son, and where this is the oase he gets 
an extra share of the property. In Sikkim, again, it is held that 
the rule of equal division only applies where the sons render equal 
service to the Eaja of the country, so that if one son does service 
and the others do not, that one gets an extra share of the property. 
A similar principle is reoognized by the Lepohas of Darjiling. 
In dividing an inheritance account is taken by the panoh&yat of the 
extent to which the different heirs have contributed to the improve* 
ment of the property, and their shares are adjusted accordingly. 
Brothers have no claim by right of desoent, but shares may be 
awarded to them by the panoh&yat in proportion to the work they 
have done during the lifetime of the deceased. Wills are unknown ; 
but a father may make a verbal declaration in favour of a particular 
son, and the panoh&yat will give effect to this declaration of his 
wishes. If sons survive, the unmarried daughters are maintained 
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by them, and neither they nor married daughters take any share in 
the property. If, however, there are no sons, a married daughter 
may succeed, provided that she and her husband have lived in her 
father's house. The whole system, however, is extremely fluid and 
indefinite, and the rules stated above are in praotioe constantly modi- 
fied by the panch&yat with the object of doing substantial justice 
to the various claimants. 

Most Lepchas at the present day profess to be Buddhists, and 
. follow in a more or less intelligent fashion 

lgwn. the observances of the northern sect of that 

religion. It is clear, however, that at no very distant time their 
sole belief was a form of Shamanistio Animism of the same general 
character as that described in the article on the Limbus. Conspi- 
cuous traoes of this faith still survive among them, imperfectly 
hidden by the thin veil of Buddhistic usage. In the belief of the 
average Lepcha, mountain and forest, rock and stream represent 
ill-denned out formidable powers who threaten mankind with a 
variety of physical ills, and require to be constantly appeased 
through the agency of Biju&s or exorcists. Not all of these powers 
are evil, and some are even credited with taking a kindly interest 
in human affairs. But savage theology, expressing doubtless the 
experience of primitive man as to the distribution of good and evil 
in the world, teaches that the good gods abide in their own place 
and take no heed of mankind, while the malevolent deities are in 
a oonstant state of jealous and misohievous activity. The former 
therefore gradually drop out of notice and fade from the memories 
of men, while the latter, strong in the fears they inspire, may even 
outlive an entire change of religion on the part of their votaries. 
The snow-clad giant Kinchinjanga, chief among the elemental deities 
of the Lepchas, who vexes men with storm and hail and sends down 
avalanches and torrents to wreck their fields and sweep away their 
homes, has been translated to the milder system of Buddhism, where 
he figures as the tutor of Sakya Muni himself. Eshegenpu, Palden 
Lhamo, Lapen-Rimbuchi, Genpu-Maling-Nagpu, and Wasungma 
are less easy to identify ; but the fact that they receive offerings of 
meat and marud beer in addition to the flowers, fruit, rice, and 
incense sanctioned by Buddhist usage, lends some weight to the 
conjecture that they belong to an earlier and more barbarous system. 
Chirenzi or Laohen-Om-Chhup-Chhimu is said by the Lepchas to 
be the same as Mahadeva. His wife is Umadeva. Both are believed 
to have been worshipped by the Lepchas before the introduction of 
Buddhism. 

Tibetan Lamas serve the tribe as priests, and preside at all 
Buddhist ceremonies. Lepchas themselves rarely beoome Lamas, but 
many of them are exorcists (Biju&s or Ojhas), and exercise consider- 
able influence by their power of averting the ill-will of the gods and 
appeasing the spirits of the dead. 

The dead are usually buried, fully clothed and in a sitting 
, , position, facing towards the east. Before 
“ po 0 e burial the corpse is kept sitting in the house 

for two or three days with food before it. The grave is lined with 
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stones and a round cairn built on the top surmounted by a flag. 
Among the Bong Lepchas an Ojha is called in about a month after 
death to perform a simple propitiatory rite, at whioh a cow or a goat 
is killed and much mama beer is drunk. This is sometimes repeated 
on the first anniversary of the death. The object is to put the dead 
man’s spirit to rest, and to prevent him from plaguing the living 
with bad dreams. At harvest time offerings of rice, mama beer, 
and various kinds of food are presented by the head of the house- 
hold for the benefit of ancestors in general. 

The higher classes of Khamba Lepchas bum their dead, pound 
the fragments of the bones whioh remain, and throw them into 
a river, not into a jhora or hill stream. The subsequent propitiatory 
oeremony is sometimes very elaborate, as in the case of the obsequies 
of the sister of the Sikkim Raja, described by Mr. J. Ware Edgar, 
O.S.I., in the following passage 1 : — 

“Before the figure [meant to represent the dead person, in 
this ease the Sikkim Rajah’s sister, who was a nun] was a table 
on which were different kinds of food ; on another table at the side 
were various things which had belonged to the woman when alive ; 
while on a third, 108 little brass lamps were arranged in rows. 
Long lines of monks in dark red robes and with very tall caps of 
bright crimson on their heads sat on carpets placed in the middle of 
the chapel and ohanted litanies throughout each day of my stay at 
Toomlong. 

“ It chanced that I saw the conclusion, and learned the meaning 
of this ceremony at Pemiongchi, where the lay-figure of the nun 
was taken some days after I left Toomlong. There for three days 
the figure was seated before the altar, and the monks chanted the 
litanies for the departure of the soul of the dead nun * * * . On 
the third day the relations, friends, and dependents of the deceased 
brought or sent gifts of food or clothing or money, which were all 
laid before the figure of the dead woman ; while the head Lama, 
standing in front of his chair and turning towards the figure, stated 
the nature of each gift and the name of the donor. Towards even- 
ing the tea-cup of the nun was freshly filled with tea and her murwa 
jug with murwa, and all the monks solemnly drank tea with her. 
Then many people who had known and loved the nun when 
alive went up, and, prostrating themselves before the figure, kissed 
the hem of the robe as a last farewell, while the monks ohanted 
the litanies more zealously than ever, and the head Lama, who had 
left his chair and gone to one of the tables, went through some 
elaborate ceremonies the meaning of which I could not make out. 
At about nine o’clock the chanting ceased, and the Lama again stand- 
ing in front of his ohair made a long speech to the soul of the nun, 
in which he told her that all that oould be done to make her journey 
to another world easy had been done, and that now she would have 
to go forth alone and unassisted to appear before the king and judge 
of the dead * * * * * * * 

When the Lama had finished his address, some of the monks took 



1 Report of a Visit to Sikkim , pp. 57-58, 
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down the lay-figure and undressed it; while others formed a 
procession and conducted the soul of the nun into the darkness 
outside the monastery, with a discordant noise of oonch-shells, thigh- 
bone trumpets, Tibetan flutes, gongs, cymbals, tambourines, drums, 
and other most disagreeable but nameless instruments.” 

“ The Lepohas,” says Dr. Campbell, 1 “ have no caste distinctions, 
F <xxL Those who live under the Nepal Government 

are obliged to oonform to the Hindu laws of 
that State, whioh prohibit the killing of the cow. This they do, 
however, with a very bad graoe, and rarely forego an opportunity 
of visiting Darjiling to indulge their beef -eating propensities. 
They are gross feeders, eating all kinds of animal food, including 
the elephant, rhinoceros, and monkey, and all grains and vegetables 
known to us, with the addition of many roots and plants altogether 
excluded from our oulinary list. Pork is their most favourite flesh ; 
next to that beef, goat, and mutton. The yak is considered the best 
beef, the next to that the flesh of the Sikkim oow, a fine animal, and last 
the Bengali and common oow. All birds are included in their list 
of eatable ^ame. Of the carrion of wild animals, that of the elephant 
is most prized. The favourite vegetable food is rice; next to it 
wheat, barley, maize, millet, murwa, and a fine species of yam called 
“ bookh,” whioh grows all over these mountains, at elevations of from 
1,500 to 3,000 feet. During the rains, when grain is soaroe, they 
contentedly put up with ferns, bamboo roots, several sorts of fungi, 
and innumerable suoculent plants found wild on the mountains. A 
large-rooted arum is much used at this season, after being soaked in 
water for six days to remove its acrid juioe ; still it often produces 
colic, and is poisonous. Fond of fermented and spirituous liquors, 
the Lepchas are nevertheless not given to drunkenness ; their oommon 
beverage is a kind of beer made from the fermented infusion of 
Indian oom and murwa, whioh is weak, but agreeably acid and very 
refreshing. They drink this at all times when procurable, and when 
making a journey it is carried in a large bamboo 44 chunga,” and 
diligently applied to throughout the day. They have no distilled 
liquor of their own, but they greatly admire and prize all our strong 
waters— our port and sherry, cherry brandy, and maraschino. Tea 
is a favourite beverage, the black sort brought from China in large 
cakes being that preferred. It is prepared by boiling, after which 
the deoootion is churned up in a “ chunga,” with butter and salt. 
Milk is never taken with tea. Their cooking is careless, ooarse, and 
not deanly. Rioe is generally boiled when travelling in pieoes of 
the large bamboo ; at home, in coarse iron pots. Vegetables are 
always boiled in oil, when the latter is procurable, and spioed with 
capsicum and ginger, of which these hills possess very fine kinds. 
Salt is not a oommonly used oondiment, the chief sQuroe of its supply 
till lately being Tibet, whence rook-salt is brought on men’s backs : 
the easier communication with the plains of Bengal by the new 
Darjiling road admits of the importation of this article at a cheaper 
rate, and sea-salt is rapidly taking the place of the other. 

1 Journal qf the Ethnological Society qf London , vol. I, No. 2, 
pp. 147-49. 
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44 The Lepoha drees is simple and graoeful. It consists of a robe 
__ of striped red and white ootton cloth crossed 

over the breast and shoulders, and descending 
to the calf of the legs, leaving the arms bare ; a loose jacket of red 
ootton cloth is worn over the robe by those who can afford it, and 
both are bound round the waist by a red gridle; some strings of 
coloured beads round the neck, silver and coral earrings, a bamboo 
bow and quiver of iron-pointed arrows, and a long knife complete 
the dress of the men. The knife, called 44 ban ” by the Lepohas, 
and 44 ohipsa ” by the Bhotias, is constantly worn by the males of 
all ages and ranks ; it hangs on the right side, suspended from the 
left shoulder, and is used for all purposes. With the 44 ban ” the 
Lepcha clears a space in the forest for his house and cultivation ; 
it is the only tool used by him in building ; with it he skins the 
animals that fall a prey to his snares and arrows ; it is his sword in 
battle, his table knife, his hoe, spade, and nail-parer. Without the 
44 ban ” he is helpless to move in the jungle ; with it he is a man 
of all work : the expertness with which it is used by the boys of a 
few years old even is the astonishment of strangers . 1 The women 
are less neatly dressed than the men : a pieoe of plain unbleached 
ootton cloth, or the doth of the oastor oil insect— the indi — rolled 
round to form a sort of petticoat, with a loose red gown of the same, 
and a profusion of mock ooral and coloured bead necklaces, form 
their entire wardrobe. They are the domestic and farm drudges of 
the men, performing all out and in-door work along with their 
husbands, and much besides. It is not unusual to meet a stout and 
active man, bow in hand, sauntering along the road followed by his 
wife and sisters heavily loaded with grain or merchandise. It is 
the delight of a Lepcha to be idle ; he abhors the labour of practising 
any craft, but he expects that while he is amused and unemployed 
the female part of the household shall be busily engaged in the field, 
or in looking after the pigs and poultry. In recent times they have 
taken to work in tea plantations and as chair-bearers : and the 
necessity for money, since we introduced it into their oountry, has 
made them more steady workers.” 



9 41 The Lepchas are poor agriculturists, their labours in this art 
0 tion being oonfined to the careless growing of rice, 
ccupa on. Indian com, murwa ( Sessasum Orientals ), and 



a few vegetables, of whioh the brinjal, cucumber, and oapsioum are 
the chief. Their habits are incurably erratic: they do not form 
permanent villages, and rarely remain longer than three years in 
one plaoe, at the expiration of whioh they move into a new part of 
the forest, sometimes near, often distant, and there go through the 
labour of clearing a spaoe for a house, building a new one, and 
preparing the ground for a crop. The latter operations consist in 
cutting down the smaller trees, lopping off the branches of the large 
ones, which are burnt, and scratching the soil with the 44 ban,” after 



ride. 

a 



The 44 ban ” is a straight sword with a wooden scabbard open along one 
Journal qf the Ethnological Society qf London t vol. I, No. 2, p. 151. 
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which, on the (ailing of a shower of rain, the seed is thrown into 
the ground. Their houses are built entirely of bamboo, raised about 
five feet from the ground, and thatched with the same material, but 
a smaller species, split up.” 

The Lepchas numbered 3,952 in 1872 and 202 in 1881 in the 
distriot of Darjiling. 



Lepuriet, a mul or section of 
the Naomulii or Majraut sub- 
caste of Goal&s in Behar. 

Let, a sub-caste of Bagdis 
found in Murshedabad and Bir- 
bhum. 

Lethrani, the designation of 
the women of the Limbu 
caste in Darjiling. 

Lev&tid, a section of Majraut 
Go&lAs in Behar. 

Lhasung, a sub-sept of the 
Pon-po sept of Dejong Lhoris or 
Bhotias of the south, the members 
of which officiate as priests of all 
the septs. 

Lha-yo, a thar or sept of 
Mangars in Darjiling. 

Lhebo Lamsani, a thar or 
sept of the Das-Gurung sub-tribe 
of Gurungs. There is a tradition 
that in ancient times two Gurungs 
— father and son— quarrelled and 
separated from each other. The 
father’s party remained at Lehbo 
and the son’s party emigrated to 



a distant plaoe. The latter 
were called Lamsani Tangi ( tangi 
in Gurung means ‘ separated '). 

Lhopa, a native of Bhotan. 

Lhopa Bhotia , a synonym for 
Dejong Lhori. 

Lhoringten, the chief of Mo- 
rang, a sept of the Chaibisa sub- 
tribe of Iambus. This thar was 
formerly under the Morang 
Baja. 

Lhorong, a sub-tribe of Takhas 
in Darjiling. 

Li bang, the archer, a sept of 
the Midkhola sub-tribe of Limbus 
in Darjiling. 

Lihimba, dove, a totemistio 
sept of J uangs in Orissa. 

Lila, fish, a totemistio sept of 
Oraons in Chota Nagpur. 

Lilia, wild oow, a totemistio 
sept of Mundasin Chota Nagpur. 

Liluai, a sept of Birhors in 
Chota Nagpur. 



^Cintbtt, a large tribe, probably of Mongolian descent, ranking 
_ . . . next to the Khambu and above the Yakha 

ionso ongin. amon g the three upper divisions of the 

Kiranti group. The precedence given to the Khambus is supposed 
to be due to their having a larger proportion of Khas and Newar 
blood, while the Limbus have interbred freely with the Lepchas. 
The Yakha are a minor tribe, concerning whioh little is known. 
Unlike the other two, they have no generally recognized honorific title, 
though they olaim to be addressed as detcan and oall themselves Yak 
Thomba or yakherds, with reference to the tradition that this was 
their characteristic occupation before the tribe orossed the Himalaya 
into Eastern Nepal. The name Limbu, or Das Limbu, from the 
ten sub-tribes (really thirteen) into which they are supposed to be 
divided, is used only by outsiders. Tibetans have no special name 
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for the Limbus ; they call all the tribes of the Indian side of the 
Himalaya by the general name Monpa or dwellers in the ravines. 
The Lepohas and Bhotias or Tibetans settled in Bhotan, Sikkim, and 
Nepal speak of the Limbus as Tsong, because the five thurm or sub- 
tribes inoluded in the class known as Lhasa-gotra emigrated to 
Eastern Nepal from the distriot of Tsang in Tibet. Lepohas call 
them Chang, which may be a corruption of Tsong. By other 
members of the Kiranti group they are addressed by the honorific 
title of Subah or Suffah, a ohief. 

The Limbus, according to Dr. Campbell, “ form a large portion 
of the inhabitants in the mountainous couutry lying between the 
Dud-Kosi and the Eanki rivers in Nepal, and are found in smaller 
numbers eastwards to the Mechi river, which forms the boundary of 
Nepal and Sikkim. In still fewer numbers they exist within 
the Sikkim territory, as far east as the Tista river, beyond 
which they rarely settle. In Bhutan they are unknown except as 
strangers.” Hodgson locates them between the Arun Kosi and 
the Mechi, the Singilela ridge being their boundary on the east. 
The Limbus themselves claim to have held from time immemorial 
the Tamba Khola valley on the upper waters of the Tamba Eosi 
river; and the fact that one of their sub-tribes bears the name 
T&mbakhola suggests that this valley may have been one of their 
early settlements. They have also a tradition that five out of 
their thirteen sub* tribes came from Lhasa, while five others came 
from Benares. The former group is called the Lhasa-gotra, and the 
latter the Easi-gotra ; but the term gotra has in this case no bearing 
on marriage. All that can safely be said is that the Limbus are 
the oldest recorded population of the oountry between the Tamra 
Eosi and the Mechi, and their flat features, slightly oblique eyes, 
yellow oomplexion, and beardlessness may perhaps afford grounds for 
believing them to be the descendants of early Tibetan settlers in 
Nepal. They appear to have mixed little with the Hindus, but 
much with the Lepchas, who of late years have migrated in large 
numbers from Sikkim to the west. Dr. Campbell compares the two 
tribes in the following words: — “The Limbu is a very little taller 
in stature than the Lepcha, somewhat less fleshy, and more wiry 
in the limbs, as fair in oomplexion, and as completely beardless. 
He is soarcely ever as ruddy as the Lepchas sometimes are; his 
eyes are, if anything, smaller, and placed more to the front than 
the Lepoha’s, and Ins nose, although somewhat smaller, is rather 
higher in the bridge than that of the Lepcha. He wears his hair long, 
but does not plait it into a tail ; has no fancy for bead necklaces ; 
wears a kukri instead of the ban , x and wide trousers and a jacket or 
chapkan in preference to the robe and long jacket of the Lepchas.” 

At the time of the Gurkha conquest of Nepal the country east 
of the Arun Eosi was held by petty Limbu chiefs on quasi-feudal 
terms from the Hindu Rajas of Bijapur and Makwinpur, at whose 
oourts representative Limbus discharged the duties of Chauntra or 
prime minister. Taking refuge in the hill forts with which each 



1 The long, straight knife used by the Lepchas. 
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chief ship was provided, the Limbus offered a gallant resistance to the 
invading Gurkhas, and the latter underwent many repulses before their 
supremacy was fully established. Although used to bearing arms, 
and deeming themselves a military race, they do not rank among the 
regular fighting tribes of Nepal, and they are not admitted into the 
Gorkhdli regiments of the Nepalese army. Their principal occupa- 
tions at the present day are agriculture, grazing, and petty trade. 
They serve in the Kiranti regiments raised about 30 years ago by 
Jang Bahadur, and some of them have enlisted in our own Gurkha 
battalions. 8ome authorities believe them, with the rest of the 
Kiranti, to be inferior in soldierly qualities to the Khas, Mangar, 
and Gurung tribes, from whom our best recruits are drawn, but this 
opinion seems to be giving away, among the present generation of 
Gurkha officers, to a more favourable estimate of their military 
oapacity, and their behaviour in the Sikkim oompaign of 1888 is 
understood to have borne out the latter view. 



The internal structure of the tribe is extremely complicated, and 
t . , . . can best be studied in the Appendix, where it 

is shown in a tabular form. The Limbus are 



divided into thirteen endogamous sub- tribes, eaoh of which is again 
broken up into a number of exogamous septs. The names of the 
septs are extremely ourious. Two or three at the most are totemistio, 
a few are local or territorial, and one only is eponymous. By far 
the greater number of them refer to some personal adventure or 
peculiarity of the original founder of the sept, and they suggest the 
existence of a considerable body of rather grotesque folklore. The 
rule of exogamy goes by the male side, and is supplemented by 
forbidding intermarriage between persons descended in a direct line 
from the same parents as long as any relationship can be traced. 
Intermarriage between cousins is barred for three generations, or, as 
some say, for seven. In practice, however, while the rule forbidding 
marriage within the thar is most strictly observed, there seems to be 
much uncertainty about prohibited degrees, and I believe near 
alliances with the mother’s kindred are by no means uncommon. 
A further complication is introduced by the restrictions on inter- 
marriage arising from mith (Limbu Baiba) friendship or on fictitious 
brotherhood among most of the hill races. Two men contract 
friendship by a special ritual at which a Brahman, or, when the 
parties are Buddhists, a Lama, officiates, and reads mantras or 
mystic formulae, while the two friends thrice exohange rupees, hand- 
kerchiefs, or scarves, and daub each other between the eyebrows 
with the paste made of rice and curds which is used in the marriage 
ceremony. The effect of the union is that the friends are reckoned 
as brothers, and intermarriage between the two families is prohibited 
for several (some say eighteen) generations. Any breach of the 
rule is punished in British territory by exclusion from oaste. In 
Nepal, I am informed, more severe punishments, suoh as death or 
slavery, are inflicted. 

Members of the Murmi, Lepoha, and Bhotia tribes may be 
admitted into the Limbu tribe after being approved by the tribal 
council, called by the Limbus thum-thum , and giving a feast to the 
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local community. In some cases the new member is required to file 
a written statement to the effeot that he has entered the tribe and 
will abide by its rules. Khambus and Yakhas, being Kir&ntis them* 
selves, may be admitted into the tribe by the simpler and more direot 
process of adoption. In any case the children of a Limbu man by 
a Bhotia, Lepcha, Gurung, Sunawar, Mangar, or Murmi woman, or 
of a Limbu woman by a man of any of these groups, are admitted 



without question into the Limbu community. 

The phlegmatic and utilitarian habit of mind which a German 
R r . ethnologist has noticed as characteristic of the 

e lgion. Mongolian races oomes out conspicuously in the 

nonchalant attitude of the Limbus towards religion. Where their 
surroundings are Hindu, they describe themselves as Saivas, and 
» to worship, though with sparing and infrequent observance, 
deva and bis consort Gauri, the deities most favoured by the 
lax Hinduism of NepaL In a Buddhist neighbourhood the yoke of 
conformity is still more easy to bear : the Limbu has only to mutter 
the pious formula, om mani padme om, and to pay respect and 
moderate tribute to the Lamas, in order to be aooepted as an average 
Buddhist. Beneath this veneer of oonformity with whatever faith 



happens to have gained local acceptation, the vague shapes of their 
original Pantheon have survived in the form of household or forest 
gods, much in the same way as Dionysus and other of the Greek gods 
may be traced in the names and attributes of the saints who preside 
over the vintage, the harvest and rural festivals of various kinds in 
remote parts of Greeoe at the present day. Under such disguises, 
which serve to mask departures from the popular creeds, the Limbus 
worship a host of spiritual beings whose attributes are ill-defined, 
and whose very names are not easy to ascertain. Yuma, E£pob&, 
and Theba rank as household gods, and are propitiated once in 
five years, or whenever disease or loss of property threaten the 
family, by the slaughter, outside the house, of buffaloes, pigs or 
fowls. The votaries eat the saorifioe, and thus, as they express it, 
“ dedicate the life-breath to the gods, the flesh to ourselves.” No 
special days are set apart for the ceremony \ but it oannot be per- 
formed on Sunday, as that day is sacred to Himdriyi. Those who 
wholly neglect the duty are supposed to suffer in person or property, 
and the common hill disease of goitre is believed to be one of the 



special modes by whioh the gods manifest their displeasure. 
Temples and idols are alike unknown, nor, so far as I can ascertain, 
does the imagination of the Limbus trouble itself to olothe its vague 
spiritual conceptions with any bodily form. 

Himariya, the god of the forest, is propitiated on Sundays by 
offerings of sheep, goats, fowls, pigeons and Indian-oom. A stone 
uuder a tree by the roadside is smeared with vermilion and bound 
with thread, and this place of saorifioe is marked by oonseorated 
rags tied to a bamboo pole. 

In addition to these more or less benefioent, or at least neutral, 
divinities, the Limbus are oompassed about by a multitude of name- 
less evil spirits, “ who require peculiar management in warding off 
their caprices.” To appease and propitiate these is the special funotion 
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of the Bijuds, a class of wandering mendicants peculiar to Sikkim 
and the eastern parts of Nepal. Bijuds are wholly illiterate, and 
travel about the country mattering prayers and incantations, dancing, 
singing, prescribing for the sick and casting out devils. They wear 
a purple robe and broad-brimmed hat, and are regarded with great 
awe by the people, into whom they have instilled the convenient 
belief that their curses and blessings will surely be fulfilled, and that 
ill-luck will attend any one who allows a Bijua to leave his door 
dissatisfied. 



While the Bijud acts as exorcist and devil-worshipper for all 
the Himalayan races, the equally illiterate Phedangma is the tribal 
priest of the Limbus for the higher grades of spirits, and officiates at 
sacrifices, marriages, and funerals. He is also called in at births to 
foretell the destiny of the infant, and to invoke the blessings of the 
gods. The office frequently descends from father to son, but any 
one may become a Phedangbo who has a turn for propitiating the 
gods, and for this reason the oooupation shows no signs of hardening 
into a caste. 

It will be apparent from the facts stated above that the leading 
Animiam. ~ principle of the Limbu religion is animism , 
“ the belief in the existence of souls or spirits 
of whioh only the powerful — those on which man feels himself 
dependent, and before which he stands in awe— acquire the rank 
of divine beings and become objeots of worship .” 1 Among the 
Limbus, as among the aborigines of Chota Nagpur, who appear 
to have reaohed a very similar stage of development, this belief has 
given birth to a number of primitive miscellaneous divinities whose 
Emotions are very vaguely defined, and who do not owe allegiance 
to any centralised authority. This multiplicity of deities would of 
itself seem to favour the growth of Shamanism, a phenomenon 
which Sir John Lubbock regards as a widely distributed phase of 
thought forming a neoessary stage in the progress of religious 
development. Uthers have gone so far as to use Shamanism as a 
sort of general name for all those animistic religions which make 
prominent use of the agency of the Shaman. Without disputing 
the convenience, or indeed the necessity, of introducing a class- 
name of some kind, I would urge that Shamanism is a term 
singularly ill-suited to serve as the designation of a large group 
of religions. For in the first place the practice which it denotes is 
common to religions of all varieties of culture, and is by no means 
confined to the religions specially called Shamanistio ; and secondly, 
the word, while calling attention to the superficial, fails to connote the 
essential characteristics of the class of religions in question. It may, 
indeed, possibly be the case, as has been hinted above, that the com- 
plicated departmentalism of certain animistio religions, where the 
supreme power is cut up into fractions and distributed among an army 
of gods, ghosts and demons, has led to the development of Shaman- 
ism by leaving it uncertain to whom a man should apply for the 
alleviation of any particular evil. The Shaman, like the touts who 



1 Tiele, Outlines qf the History of the Ancient Religions, p. 9, 
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hang about our publio offioes, professes to help people out of this 
difficulty, and to show them not only to what god their petitions 
should be addressed, but in what form they should be couched, and 
by what ceremonies introduced. But even on this showing the prac- 
tice is the consequence, not the cause, of certain primitive ideas ; and 
it is these ideas, not any of their more or less variable oonsequenoes, 
which a definition should aim at expressing. Taken by itseli, then, 
the word Shamanism seems to fall short of completeness as a 
description of the Limbu religion. For all religions of that type the 
term animism should be retained as denoting the entourage of vague 
spiritual influences which is of their essenoe. In dealing with these 
surroundings different agencies are resorted to : sometimes the fetish 
predominates; sometimes the medicine man. According as one or 
the other of these predominates, the particular form of animism 
may conveniently be styled fetishistic or Shamanistio. Following 
this principle, the Limbu religion may be defined as a rather 
elementary form of Shamanistio animism, in which the Bijui 
and Phedangma play the part of Shaman, the former operating 
on the demons, and the latter having for his department the gods. 
Finally, we may perhaps hazard the conjecture that the original 
religion of the Limbus is closely akin to the Pon or ancient religion 
of Tibet. In both we find the forces of nature and the spirits 
of departed men exalted into objects of worship. In both systems 
temples and images are unknown, while propitiatory offerings 
occupy a prominent place. To complete the parallel, neither recog- 
nize a definite priestly order, while both enoourage resort to 
Shamans or medioine men to ward off the malign influences which 
surround the human raoe. 

Both cremation and burial are in vogue among the Limbus, 

Disposal of the dead. latter the °° mmon .» and P«>bably 

the older, practioe. The corpse is placed lying 
on its back with the head to the east. The grave is lined with stones, 
and a cairn, consisting of four tiers for a man and three for a woman, 
erected on the top. The Phedangma attends at the funeral and 
delivers a brief address to the departed spirit on the general lot of 
mankind and the doom of birth and death, concluding with the 
command to go whither his fathers have gone and not to come back 
to trouble the living with dreams. Neither food nor clothes are 
plaoed in the grave, out sometimes a brass plate with a rupee in it 
is laid under the head of the oorpse. For nine days after the 
funeral the sons of the deoeased live on plain rice without any salt ; 
and for a month or two the relatives wear flowers in their hair 
and avoid merry-makings. The special and characteristic sign of 
mourning is a piece of white rag tied round Hie head. There is no 
periodical ceremony for the propitiation of ancestors. 

At a man’s death his sons, natural or adopted, divide his property ; 
... but an adopted son or a natural son by a wife 

en 909 informally married (kachchi e&di) takes only 
one-half of a legitimate son’s share. The division of the property is 
usually made by the tribal council ( thum-thum ), who set apart an 
extra share for the eldest son. The youngest son is allowed to 

6 2 
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choose his share first, and the other shares are then allotted by the 
thum-thum. Failing sons, the sons-in-law actually living in or 
willing to live in the family homestead are entitled to divide the 
property. Brothers are the next heirs, and married sisters, if they 
attend the funeral, usually get a small share in the inheritance, 
although it is said that they have no positive right to claim this 
concession. An exoeption to these rules of devolution oocurs in the 
case of daijo or property given to a sister or daughter or acquired 
from a maternal uncle or father-in-law. This is equally distributed 
among the sons of the woman to whom or on whose behalf it was 
given, and in the event of her dying without ohildren it reverts to her 
own family. This simple customary law is administered by the 
headmen of the tribe, and hardly any instances are known of Limbus 
having resorted to our courts for the settlement of disputes regarding 
property. 

The Limbus stand wholly outside of the Hindu caste system, 
and their social position can only be defined 

506 a with referenoe to the other Himalayan raoes. 

They belong to the upper division of the Kirinti group, whioh 
inhabits the middle hills of the Himalayas, and rarely descends 
below an elevation of 2,000 feet. Within this division the Limbu 
take rank below the Khambu and above the Y&kha, but this distinc- 
tion is probably unknown beyond the limits of the Kir&nti group, 
and in the eyes of sooiety at large the three tribes occupy practically 
an equal position. They oonsider themselves, and are regarded by 
others, as superior to the Danu4r, Hayu, and Th£mi, who make 
up the lower division of the Kirinti. Their relations to the people 
of Nepal are less easy to define. They are certainly deemed inferior 
to the Khas, and probably also to the Mangars and Gurungs, 
both of whom are classed as military tribes. Newars hold a place 
second only to the Khas; Gurungs are inferior to the Newars. 
Mangar and Sunwar have their plaoe next to the Gurungs ; Limbus, 
Khambus, and Yakhas are inferior to the Hangar and Sunwar. 

In the matter of food, they have very few prejudices. They 
eat beef, pork, and the flesh of all clean-feeding animals, and drink 
wine. In fact, the only restrictions on their diet appear to be those 
imposed on certain thars by the obligation not to eat the totem or 
beast-eponym of the group. They will eat with all the castes of the 
hills except the Kami, Damai, Sarki, and Gain. 

The Census Report of 1881 returned 2,429 Limbus in the 



district of Darjiling. 

Linda, eel, a totemistic sept of 
Oraons in Chota Nagpur. 

Lin-dseh-bo, a rui or sept of 
the Bedtshan-gye sub-tribe of 
Dejong Lhoris or Bhotias of the 
south, 

Lingdam, a sept of the Char- 
khola sub-tribe of Limbus, said 
to be admitted from the Lepchas. 



Lingden, a sept of the Yan- 
gorup sub-tribe of Limbus, 
said to be admitted from the 
Lepohas. 

Lingdenbeh, a sept of Lim- 
bus in Darjiling. 

Lingkhim, a sept of the Tam- 
brkola sub-tribe of Limbus in 
Darjiling. 



Digitized by 



Google 




LINOLAMPHEN. 



21 



LOHAB. 



Lingl&mphen, a sept of Lim- Lodh, a title of Dakshin-RArhi 
bus in Darjiling. and Bangaja Kayastha in Ben- 

Ling-tamba, a rui or sept of 

Dejong Lhoris, whose ancestor Lodhiyi, a sub-oaste of Binds 
had emigrated from Bhotan. j n B ehar . 

Liokichd, a thar or sept of Log&in, a m ul or section of the 
SunowArs in Daqihng. Kanaujia sub-caste of Sonars in 

Lipo, a tree, a totemistio sept Behar. 
of ltad» m Chot. S««. Ugna Kotrai ^ Jaeri a 

L it iya, a bird, a totemistio sept totemistio sept of Mund&s in 
of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. Chota Nagpur. 

Lo, a section of Murmis in Logo, a sept of Mundas in 
Darjiling. Chota Nagpur believed to be 

*Lo&yat, a synonym for Kuri totemistio. 
or MayarA in Tipperah. Lohi, iron, a totemistio sept 

Lodah, a sub-tribe of Bhumijs of T&ntis, Oraons, and Qonds in 
in Chota Nagpur. Chota Nagpur. 

Lodarwa, a mul or section of Loh&gun, a section of Kimis ; 
the Kanaujia sub-caste of Sonars a thar or sept of Mangars in 

in Behar. Darjiling. 

a small caste found along the banks of the 
Meghna, who represent themselves as the descendants of a Kaibartta 
fisherboy, bought during a season of famine by a Kuri, or parcher of 

D rains, who took this means of securing a husband for his daughter. 

'he oaste has separated into two subdivisions, those following the 
father’s profession of fisherman having repudiated connection with 
the maternal branch, who paroh grain. 

The Lohait-Kuri at present associates neither with the Kaibart- 



tas nor with the Kuri or Mayara. The majority are fishermen, who 
will not cast a net or fish from the shore, but angle with a rod from 
boats drifting with the stream. The name Lohait-Kuri is said to 
come from their using large rectangular iron hooks, with a shank 
nearly two inches long. Iron sinkers are preferred to leaden ones, 
. and the only bait used is a small fish. 

A Patit Brahman ministers to them, and the traddha is kept at 
the expiry of a lunar month. Like other fishermen, they observe the 
Jal-p41ani for seven days. A heavy fee is paid for a wife, as the 
caste is a small one, and one hundred rupees is not an unusual bride- 
price, while a widower may have to pay as muoh as two hundred. The 
Loh&it-Kuris carry on a considerable trade with their own boats, but 
will not aooept service with any other oaste. 



Lohar, a sub-caste of Barhis Loh&r caste. The latter are 
in Behar who work only in iron, probably of Dravidian descent, 
They are, however, distinct from, while the former appear to be 
and do not intermarry with, the an occupational group. 
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Lohdr, a synonym for Kdmdr caste of Gtodlds in Behar ; a 
in Behar; a mui or section of section of Kdmis in Darjil- 
the NaomuliA or Majraut sub- ing. 



^Cohit, the blacksmith caste of Behar, Chota Nagpur, and 
' . . Western Bengal. The Loh&rs are a large and 

tion o origin. heterogeneous aggregate, comprising members 
of several different tribes and castes, who in different parts of the 



country took up the profession of working in iron. Of the various 
sub-castes shown in Appendix I, the Kanaujid claim to be the 
highest in rank, and theyalone have a well-marked set of exogamous 
sections. They regard Viswdmitra as their legendary ancestor, and 
worship him as the tutelary deity of their craft. The Kokds Lohdrs 
seem to be a branoh of the Barhis, who have taken to working in 
iron and separated from the parent group for that reason. The 
Maghaiya seems to be the indigenous Lohdrs of Behar, or opposed 
to the Kanaujid and Mathuriyd, who profess to have oome in fr$m 
the North- West Provinces. Kamdr-Kalla Lohdrs may perhaps be 
a degraded offshoot from the Sonar caste. The Mahur or Mahulia 
say they came from the North-Western Provinces, and the fact that 
all Hindus can take water from their hands renders it likely that they 



may have broken off from some comparatively respectable caste. 

Their traditions, however, are not definite 
c ure * enough to enable this conjecture to be verified. 
The Kamid Lohdrs found in Champdran have immigrated from 
Nepal, and are regarded as ceremonially unolean. Many of them 
have beoome Mahomedans. In the Santdl Pargands, a sort of 
ethnio border land between Bengal and Behar, we find three sub- 
castes of Lohdrs,— Birbhum id, from the neighbouring distriot of 
Birbhum; Govindpurid, from the subdivision of Govindpur, in 
Northern Manbhum; and Shergarhid, from the pargand of that 
name in Bardwan. The names give no clue to the tribal affinities 
of these three groups, but the fact that they have the totemistio section 
Sal-mdchh shows them to be of non- Aryan descent, probably Bauris 
or Bdgdis, who took to iron-working and called themselves Lohdrs. 
Of the four sub- castes into which the Lohdrs of Bankura are divided, 



two bear the names Gobrd and Jhetid, whioh ocour among the 
sub-castes of the Bauris. Two others — Angarid and Pdnsili — 
I am unable to trace. The Manbhum Lohdrs acknowledge three sub- 
castes, — Lohdr-Mdnjhi, Danda-Mdnjhi, and Bdgdi-Lohdr, names 
which suggest a connexion with the Bdgdi caste. Lastly, in Lohar- 
dagd we have the Sad-Lohdrs, claiming to be immigrant Hindus; 
the Manjhal-Turiyds, who may well be a branch of the Turi caste; 
and the Mundd-Lohdrs, who are oertainly Mundds. The great 
number of the sub castes, ooupled with the fact that in some cases 
we can determine with approximate certainty the tribes of which they 
once formed part, seem to point to the conclusion, not merely that 
the aggregate termed the Lohdr caste is made up of drafts locally 
levied from whatever groups were available for employment in a 
comparatively menial occupation, but that all castes whose functions 
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are concerned with the primary needs of sooial life are the result of 
a similar process. 

Further indications of the different elements from whioh the 
caste has been formed may be traced in its 
social customs. The Lohdrs of Chota Nagpur 
and Western Bengal practise adult as well as infant-marriage, a 
price is paid for the bride, and the marriage ceremony is substantially 
identical with that in use among the Bagdis. Polygamy they 
allow without imposing any limit on the number of wives a 
man may have, and they reoognize the extreme license of divoroe 
characteristic of the aboriginal raoes. In Behar, on the other 
hand, infant-marriage is the rule and adult-marriage the rare excep- 
tion. The ceremony is modelled on the orthodox type. A bridegroom- 
price is paid, and polygamy is lawful ouly on failure of issue by the 
first wife. As to divorce, some diversity of practice seems to prevail. 
Kanaujias profess to prohibit it altogether, while other sub-castes 
admit it only with the permission of the panchayat, and regard the 
remarriage of divorced wives with disfavour. Widow-marriage is 
recognized both in Behar and elsewhere ; but this is by no means 
a distinctively Dravidian usage, but rather a survival of early Aryan 
custom, whioh has fallen into disuse among the higher castes under 
the influence of Brahmanical prejudice. 

Equally characteristic differences may be observed in the religi- 
. ous usages of the main branches of the caste. 

bglon * Kanaujid Lohdrs and all the Behar sub-castes, 

exoept the Nepalese Kamids, pose as orthodox Hindus, employ 
Maithil Brahmans, and worship the standard gods. In Chota 
Nagpur and Western Bengal, though some profession of Hinduism 
is made, this is little more than a superficial veneer laid on at 
a very recent date, and the real worship of the caste is addressed to 
Manasd, Edm Thdkur, Baranda Thdkur, Phulai Gosdin, Dalli 
Gorai, Bhddu, and Mohan Giri. In the latter we may perhaps 
recognize the mountain god (Marang Burn) of the Mundas and 
Santdls. To him goats are saorifioed on Mondays or Tuesdays 
in the months of Mdgh, Ashdr, and Agrahdyan, the flesh being after- 
wards eaten by the worshippers, 'file Lohdrs of Bankura and the 
Santdl Pargands have taken to employing low Brahmans, but in 
Lohardagd the aboriginal priest ( pdhan ) and the looal sorcerer (mati, 
ojhdy or sokha) minister to their spiritual wants. The Sad-Lohdrs 
alone show an advance in the direction of orthodoxy, in that 
they employ the village barber to act as priest in the marriage 
ceremony. 

In Behar the caste work as blacksmiths and carpenters, while 
_ many have taken to cultivation. They buy 

ccupa ion. their material in the form of pigs or bars of 

iron. Iron-smelting is confined to the Lohdrs of Chota Nagpur, 
and is supposed to be a much less respectable form of industry than 
working up iron which other people have smelted. In the Santdl 
Pargands Lohars often cultivate themselves, while the women of the 
household labour at the forge. None of the Western Bengal 
Lohdrs combine carpentry with working in iron. 
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In Behar Lohirs rank with Koiris and Kannis, and Brahmans 
Sodai status. take water from their hands. The status of the 
§ a, caste in Western Bengal is far lower, and they 
are associated in matters of food and drink with Bauris, Bigdis, 
and Mils. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
Lohirs in 1872 and 1881 



District. 


1871. 


1881. 


District. 


1878. 


1881. 


Bardwan 

Bankura 

Birbhum 

Midnapur 

Hurhli 

84>Pargaaas 

Nadiya 

Jeasore 

Dinajpur 

Bajshahye 

fXZ ::: ::: ::: 

Darjiling , M 

Kurh Btfaar ... 

Paridpur 

Maimantinh 

Chittagong 

Patna ... 


1 

3| 

s a 

\\V 

P 

i 

7,804 


80S 

5,507 

1,007 

8)8 

87 

57 

1 

838 

101 

10 

19 

10 

577 

8 

8 

6 

19 

8,054 


Gya 

8hahabad 

"—{SSSsr ::: 

Saran 

Champarau 

Mongbyr 

Bbagalpur 

Furman ... 

Maldah 

8ant41 Pargania 

Cuttack 

Bala so re ... . M 

Tributary States 

Hazaribagh 

Lohardaga ... 

8ingbhum 

Manbhum 

Tributary States 


17,816 

87,959 
} 57.841 
88,449 
86,958 
7.179 
88,405 
16.063 

14,870 

' S-sg 

Ms 

[1=^1 

JH 


16,659 
80,868 
< 88,245 
l 11,881 
48,025 
84,015 
4,238 
9,789 
7,958 
307 
8,918 

r 800 

38 

1,887 

8,428 

84,108 

1,886 

1,531 

10,308 



Lohari, a sept of Mundas in 
Ohota Nagpur. 

Lobar- Agar ii, a sub-tribe of 
Agariis in Ghota Nagpur. 

Loharitengi, a section of 
Bajwirs in Western Bengal. 

Loharbans, iron, a totemistio 
sept of Ohiks; a section of 
Ghisis in Chota Nagpur. 

Lohir-Kimir, a sub-caste of 
Kimirs in Midnapur. 

Lohirkoriyi, a seotion of 
Bhits. 

Lohir Minjhi, a sub-caste of 
Lohirs in Manbhum. 

Lohatii, a section of Sonirs 
in Behar. 

Lohchabi a section of Goilis 
in the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 

Lohrd, a synonym for Asura 
and Lohir. 



Lohra Asur, a sub-tribe of 
Asuras in Chota Nagpur. 

Lohrakhukhri, a kind of wild 
mushroom, a totemistio sept of 
Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Lohrii, an iron-smelter. 

Lohsi, a sub-caste of Kimars 
in Manbhum. 

Lohtamiii a sept of Bijputs 
in Behar. 

Lohutii, a mul or section of 
the Ghosin sub-caste of Goil&s in 
Behar. 

Loityal, a thar or section of 
Nepili Brahmans. 

Lokindri, a section of Eimis 
in Darjiling. 

Lokirk, a pur or section of 
Sikadwipi Brahmans in Behar. 

Lokmahung, a sept of the 
Phedib sub-tribe of Limbus in 
Darjiling. 
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Loksohm, a sept of the 
Yongorup sub-tribe of Limbus, 
said to be admitted from the 
Lepohas. 

Lolutra, a mul or section of the 
Ghhamulii Madhesia sub-caste of 
Halwiis in Behar. 

^ Lomasd, a Brahmauioal sec- 
tion of Khatris in Bengal. 

Longa, a bird with long tail, 
a totemistio sept of Mundas in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Lop&te, a thar or sept of 
Gurungs in Darjiling. 

Lopchan, a section of Murmis 
in Darjiling. 

Lori, a dugu or section of the 
Koohh-MAndAi in Dacca. 

Loskra, a sept of ChakmAs in 
the Hill Tracts of Ohittagong. 

Lothdng, a thar or sept of 
Gurungs in Darjiling. 

Lowa, a sept of Pins in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Lovi, a section of Mahesris 
in Benar. 

Loyna, a sept of Chiks in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Lu, a title of Tintis in BengaL 

Ludhi, a sub-caste of Baniyis 
who deal in lodh or catechu. 

Ludhna, a sub-oaste of Bhuiyas 
in Singbhum. 

Lugni&r, hare, a totemistio 
sept of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 



Lugum, a tree, a totemistio 
sept of Mundas in Chota Nag- 
pur. 

Lugumah, a sept of Limbus 
in Darjiling. 

Lugunki, a sept of Mundas in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Luhd, a sept of the P&nthar 
sub-tribe of Limbus in Darjiling. 

Lukhasan, a seotion of Goilis 
in Behar. 

Luksom, a sept of Lepohas 
in Darjiling. 

Lukum, a sept of RAjputs 
in Behar. 

Lulang, a sept of the Tun£- 
jainya sub-tribe of ChakmAs in 
the Hill Tracts of Chittagong. 

Lumphongma, those who 
shared the land, a sept of the 
PhedAb sub-tribe of Limbus in 
Darjiling. 

Lumria, fox, a totemistio sept 
of LohArs in Chota Nagpur. 

Lungyeli, a thar or sept of 
Mangars in Darjiling. 

Zunid , a synonym for NuniA. 

Luniw&l, a section of GoAlAs 
in the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 

Lupu, paddy husks, a totem- 
istio sept of Mundas in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Luti, small black fly, a totem- 
istio sept of Mundas in Chota 
Nagpur. 
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Machhilhd, a section of Son&rs 
in Behar. 

Machhufi, a sub- caste of 
Bagdis and Kewats ; a synonym 
for Gonrhi, Kewat, and Tiyar ; a 
title of Mils and of low class 
Mahomedans who sell fish retail. 
The latter do not catch fish 
themselves, but obtain their 
supplies on a system of advances 
from the regular fishing castes. 
Hindus who follow the same 
avocation are called Nik&ri, q.v. 

Machi, a section of Sonars in 
Behar. 

Machiw&r, fish, a totemistio 
sept of Pans in Chota Nagpur. 

Mach I i, fish, a totemistio sept 
of Mundas ; a section of Siriks 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Madak , a synonym for Madhu- 
ndpit and MayarA 

M&dalw&r, a section of Turis 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Mad&n, a thar or sept of 
Ourungs in Darjiling. 

Mad&rl, a sub-caste of Mils, 
who are often employed as snake- 
charmers. 

Maden, the son of his mother, 
a sept of the Chhothar and 
Phedib sub-tribes of limbus in 
Darjiling. The name may possi- 
bly have reference to a system of 
female kinship whioh has now 
fallen into disuse. 

Maderwir, a sept of Khar- 
wars in Chota Nagpur. 



M&dhaby a family of the 
Kulin group of Jugis in Bengal. 

M&dhab&ch&rjya, a seot of 
Vaishnavs in Bengal. 

Madha GaurS, a sub-caste of 
Gaura Brahmans in Behar. 

M4dhdi,a met orhypergamous 
sub-group of Birhi Brahmans in 
Bengal. 

Madhepuriet, amu/ or section 
of the Naomulii or Majraut sub- 
caste of Goilis in Behar. 

Madhesiai a sub-caste of 
Go&l&s, Halwiiis, and Hindus in 
Behar. 

Madhubanii, a pur or section 
of Sikadwipi Brahmans in Behar. 

Madhu Go&IA, a sub-caste of 
Goil&s in Bengal. 

Madhugr&mi, a g&in of the 
Bitsya gotra of Uttar-Birendra 
Brahmans in Bengal. 

Madhukari, a sub-caste of 
Tintis in Bengal. 

Madhukuliya, Madhukulya, 
an exogamous section of Baidyas ; 
of Baruis and Nipits in Bengal, 
a section of 84nkh£ris, Tintis, 
Telis, and Subamabaniks in 
Bengal ; of Kaibarttas in Central 
Bengal ; of Sutradhars and 
Bauris in Western Bengal; of 
Khyins in Northern Bengal. 

Madhu-Madak, a sub-oaste of 
Madhunipits in BengaL 



(jfft&bhutt&lttl, Madak , a confeotioner caste of Bengal Proper 
Origin. w b° regard themselves as distinot from the 

MayarA In explanation of their origin the 
story is told that the religious reformer Chaitanya being one day in 
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a hurry ordered two of his servants to shave him. They carried out 
the command, but pointed out to their master that expulsion from 
caste privileges was the penalty whioh their obedience had brought 
upon them.. Ohaitanya accordingly bade them become confectioners 
and make sweetmeats for him. Since that time their descendants 
have followed the same trade, and their purity, according to Hindu 
ideas, is such that even goddesses partake of the dainties they 
prepare. Another more romantio version is that a barber named 
Madhu, who was oalled in to shave the head of Ohaitanya on the 
occasion of his becoming a Sannydsi, was so impressed with the 
importance of the function he had performed that he asked to be 
released from his hereditary profession ; for, he said, having touohed 
the head of Ohaitanya, how could he cut the toe-nails of ordinary 
men ? As Ohaitanya flourished about the beginning of the sixteenth 
century, this legend would make the Madhundpit caste a comparatively 
recent offshoot from the Ndpit. Suoh an origin, however, is not in 
great favour among the members of the caste, who prefer to assume 
a special act of creation. 

The sub-castes and sections of the Madhundpit are shown in 
Appendix I. Neither series throws any light 
amago. upon the origin of the caste. A man may not 

marry a woman belonging to his own seotion, nor one who stands 
towards him in the religious relation of sapuida or samatiodaka. 
Madhundpits marry their daughters as infants, forbid widows to 
remarry, and do not recognize divorce. Although not mentioned by 
name in the various couplets defining the Nava-Sdkha, the Madhu- 
ndpit are generally admitted to belong to that group, and Brahmans 
will take water from their hands. Considering that the Napit and 
Madak are unquestionably members of the Nava-Sdkha group, and 
the Madhundpit certainly derive their origin from one or other 
of these castes, their title to be Nava-Sdkna seems to be beyond 
dispute. Most of them are Vaishnavas by creed. 

The Madhundpit, says Dr. Wise, is the most respected confectioner 
in Eastern Bengal, for the caste Mayard or 
ccupa ion. Madak is rarely met with, and the Halwai is 
usually a Ghuldm Kdyasth, a Khontta Brahman, or a Kdndu. 
They assume great airs, neither intermarrying with other oastes — 
not even with barbers — nor shaving themselves. In former days 
they would not fry sweetmeats in ghi or butter, but now they are 
less fastidious. The common sweetmeats prepared by the Madhu- 
ndpit are jalebi, amriti , khdjd y chhendperd , laddu, gaj&> and sar-bhdyd. 
The delicacies offered to idols are pera, barfi, ildchi ddnd , batdsd , and 
iandes. 

The Madhundpit do not cultivate the soil, but are found employed 
as writers, goldsmiths, grocers, doth merchants, and policemen. 



MadhurA, a sub-caste of Bdb- 
hans in Behar. 

Madh liras, a totemistic sept 
of Mundas in Chota Nagpur 
who cannot eat honey. 



Madh urasi Ark, a. pur or section 
of Sdkadwipi Brahmans in 
Behar. 



Madhurishi, a 
Mayards in Bengal. 



section of 
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Madhust, a section of Mag- 
haiyA Kumhirs in Behar. 

MadhwAI, a sept of BA j puts 
in Behar. 

MadhyabhAgt a samdj or 
local group of the SAndilya goira 
of the PAschAtya Baidik Brah- 
mans in Bengal. 

Madhya-bhAg or Madhyam- 
kul, a sub-caste of HAns iu 
Bengal. 

MadhyagrAmi, a gUn of the 
KAsyapa gotra of BArendra 
Brahmans in Bengal. 

Madhyakul, a grout) of the 
Aswini TAntis in Bengal. 

MadhyalA, a hypergamous 
group of Jugis in BengaL 

Madhyalya, a hypergamous 
group of the Bangaja Kayasths. 

Madhyam Kurmi, a sub-caste 
of Kurmis in Manbhum. 

Madhya-sreni, a sub-oaste of 
Brahmans and KAyasths in West- 
ern Bengal. 

Madhyasreni KAyastha, a 
sub-oaste of KAyasthas in Midna- 
pur. 

MAdowAn, a mul or section of 
the Ghosin sub-caste of GoAlAs in 
Behar. 

Madrishii honey-bee, a totem- 
istio section of Sunris in the 



SantAl ParganAs and Man- 
bhum. 

Madrisi or Madhukulya, a 
section of GoAlAs in BengaL 

MAdura, Mddar , a contraction 
of MahAdanda, a sub-caste of 
Kewats in Behar who sell sdl 
leaves and wood. 

Mag, a synonym for Magh. 

MAgadha, a territorial divi- 
sion of Brahmans in Behar. 

Magadha GoArA, a sub-caste 
of GoAlAs in Orissa. 

Magahgoriah , a variant for 
Maghaya GoAlA or Maghaya 
Gonrh. 

MagahiyA, a sub-caste of 
Dorns in North Behar, who are 
cultivators and thieves, in Gya 
basket-makers, and in Bengal 
musicians and basket-makers ; a 
sub-caste of DhAnuks, DosAdhs, 
HajjAms in Behar, and of KAmArs 
in Manbhum ; of KAndus, Tam- 
bulis, KahArs, and ChamArs in 
Behar ; and of MAls in the SantAl 
ParganAs. 

Magai or Magadhi, a sub- 
caste of GoAlAs in Bengal. 

Magar , a synonym for Man- 
gar. 

Maggah, a section of the 
Tirhutiya sub-oaste of Dorns in 
Behar. 



Mag , the popular designation of a group of Indo- 
Chinese tribes, who describe themselves by the 
0ngin * various titles of Maramagri, BhuiyA Magh, 

BaruA Magh, RAjbansi Magh, MarmA or Myam-ma, RoAng 
Magh, Thongtha or JumiA Magh. Concerning the use and 
derivation of the name Magh there has been much disoussion, and 
the question cannot be considered as having been finally settled. 
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Wilson, 1 followed by Ritter, 1 Fr. Muller,® and Colonel Yule, 4 defines 
it as “ a name commonly applied to the natives of Arakan, parti- 
cularly those bordering on Bengal or residing near the sea, — the 
people of Chittagong. Sir Arthur Phayre, quoted by Colonel 
Yule, derives the name from “ Mag a, the name of the ruling race 
for many centuries in Magadha (modem Behar). The lings of 
Aral an were no doubt originally of this race; for though this is 
not distinctly expressed in the histories of Arakan, there are several 
legends of kings from Benares reigning in that country, and one, 
regarding a Brahman, who marries a native princess and whose 
descendants reign for a long period.” Dalton 5 appears to take much 
the same view regarding the Arakanese as an outlying branch of the 
Burmese, and adding that the name Magh is exclusively a foreign 
epithet, unknown to the Arakanese themselves. Mantegazza 6 follows 
Dalton on the whole, but seems to look upon the term Magh as 
rather a tribal name than the general designation of the people who 
inhabit a particular tract of oountry. 

In its actual use at the present day the term Magh includes 
. A A ^ three endogamous groups: 7 the Thongtha, 
internal struc Thongcha, or Jumid Magh; 8 the Marma, 

Myamma, Ro&ng or Rakhaing Magh; 9 and the M&ramagri, 
otherwise known as R&jbansi, Barud, or BhuiyA Magh. The 
first and second have been described by Lewin under the name 
Khyoungtha or ‘ children of the river,’ a designation based upon 
locality and not corresponding to any real tribal distinction. Both 
the Jumid and the Hoang Maghs probably belong to the same 
original stock, but the former have so long been settled in the Chit- 
tagong oountry that they regard themselves as the aborigines of the 
Hill Tracts, while the latter belong to a more recent stream of 
immigrants from Arakan.* The physical characteristics of both 
tribes are unmistakeably Mongolian. Their stature is low, the faoo 
broad and flat, cheekbones hign and wide, nose flat and bridgeless, 



1 Glossary, s.v. Magh. 

* Erd-Kunde, v, 324. 

* Allgemeine Ethnographic, 405. 

4 Anglo-Indian Glossary, s.v. Mugg. 

8 Ethnology of Bengal, 112. 

8 Studii suuEtndogia delV India, p. 331. 

7 Hill Tracts of Chxttagona, p. 36. 

* Some remarks on the defects of Captain Lewin’s classification of the 
hill tribes into Khyoungtha and Toungtha will be found in the article on 
Chakma above. To those objections it should be added that the classes Khy- 
oungtha and Tonngtha do not appear to be mutually exclusive. Captain 
Lewin himself states (p. 37) that “ Khyoungtha means those who inhabit the 
banks of mountain streams and support themselves by hill cultivation;" 
and if this definition be accepted, it is difficult to see how the line between the 
two classes should be drawn. 

* Ro&ng seems to be a corruption of Rakhaing, the indigenous name for 
the Arakan country or its inhabitants. Arakan, again, is the European form 
of Rakhaing or Eakhang. Colonel Yule (Anglo-Indian Glossary, art. Arakan) 
thinks that we may have got Arakan through the Malay, but the early 
connexion of the Arabs with Chittagong seems to justify the conjecture that 
the word may be simply Al-Rakhang. 
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and eyes small with eyelids obliquely set ; 1 while according to Lewin 
the men have neither beard nor moustache. The Maramagri or 
R&jbansi Magh are of an entirely different type. They are 
supposed by Colonel Phayre to be “ the offspring of Bengali women 
by Burmans when the latter possessed Chittagong and this theory 
of their origin is borne out by the fact that their exogamous septs 
are similar to those of the Thongtha and Marm&. All external 
indications of their Mongolian descent have, however, been obliterated 
by generations of intermarriage with the non-Aryan Bengalis of 
Chittagong and Noakhali; and the R&jbansi Maghs, who are 
largely employed as oooks in Calcutta, have the glossy black 
oomplexion, wavy hair, and abundant beard and moustache whioh 
characterise the lower castes of Eastern Bengal. It [may be added 
that their somewhat insolent bearing and excitable manner of speech 
complete the oontrast with the stolid, but amiable Mongolians, from 
whom they are remotely descended. 

The septs of the three sub-tribes are shown in Appendix I. 
Most of them, as Lewin has pointed out, appear to be the names of 
the rivers on which the original settlements of the sept were situated. 
They observe the simple rule that a man may not marry a woman of 
his own sept, supplemented by a table of prohibited degrees, whioh 
does not differ materially from that arrived at by the standard 
formula already often referred to. In applying these prohibitions, 
however, there seems to be some laxity where descent is traced 
through females, for I am informed that a man may marry the 
daughters of his father’s sister and of his mother’s brother — a 
connexion whioh would not ordinarily be allowed. 

The Maramagri marry their daughters either as infants or as 
adults, and there is some tendenoy among them 
amage ’ to regard the former usage as more respeotable 

from the social point of view. Marmis and Thongchas adhere to the 
more primitive custom of adult-marriage, and more or less expressly 
tolerate sexual intercourse as one of the necessary incidents of pre- 
matrimonial courtship. Their marriage ceremony, says Lewin,* “is 
distinctive and unoommon. On a young man attaining a marriage- 
able age, that is, about 17 to 18, his parents look about for some 
young girl who would be a good wife to him, unless, as is more 
often the case, he has fixed upon a partner for himself. Having 
determined upon a suitable match, a male relative of the family is 
sent off to the girl’s parents to arrange matters. .On arriving at 
their village he proceeds to the house, and before going up the 
house ladder he gives the usual salutation, with both hands joined 
and raised to the forehead. ‘ OqaUa he says, ‘ a boat has come 
to your landing place ; will you bind it or loose it ?’ A favourable 
response is given, and he then goes up into the house. On seating 
himself he asks, ‘Are the supports of the house firm?’ If the 



1 The apparent obliquity of the Mongolian eye is due to a peculiar confor- 
mation of me eyelids, and does not extend to the orbit itself. See Topinard, 
Eldmentt d' Anthropologic GdnSrale , p. 998. 

* Mill Tract* of Chittagong , p. 49. 
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answer is , 1 They are firm/ it is favourable, and matters may then 
be more fully entered into. The affair is taken into consideration, 
and he returns to his own village to report good progress to the bride- 
groom’s parents, and to request them to fix a day for taking the 
omens. On the appointed day the parents meet, the young people 
being supposed to know nothing of all this. A fowl is killed by the 
fathers, its tongue taken out, and, acoordingto certain marks thereon, 
the matter is pronounced good or bad. The bridegroom’s parents 
sleep for the night at the house of the intended bride, and all parties 
look anxiously for dreams by which to foretell the happiness or the 
reverse of the union. On going away, should everything be propi- 
tious, their intended daughter kneels at their feet for a blessing, and 
they present her with a new pettiooat and a silver ring. Learned 
persons are then called in, who, by consulting the stars and oasting 
the nativity of the parties, determine a favourable day and hour when 
the ceremony shall be undertaken. Meantime the parents on both 
sides prepare pigs and spirits, rice and spioes, unlimi ted, for the 
marriage feast. They also send round to all their kith and kin 
a fowl and a letter giving notioe of the intended marriage ; in some 
places a pice or copper coin is substituted for the fowl. On the 
auspicious day, and at the hour appointed, the bridegroom and all his 
relatives set out for the bride’s house, dressed in the gayest oolours, 
both men and women, with drums beating before them. On arriving 
at the entrance of the village the female relatives of the bride bar 
the approach with a bamboo. Across this barrier the bridegroom 
has to drink a loving oup of fraternity, generally spirits, Should 
the females on the bride’s side muster strong, the road will probably 
be barred five or six times before the entry into the village is fairly 
made. The bridegroom, however, does not drink all that is given 
him, but after taking the liquor in his mouth he is allowed to eject it 
again upon the ground. 

“ In the village, on some open turfy spot, a number of bamboo 
booths have been erected, adorned with flowers and green boughs, and 
filled with materials for feasting. Here also sit an opposition party 
of drummers, and mighty is the row as the bridegrooms party defiles 
on to this spot. A separate and specially beautified booth has been 
erected for the young lover and his parents, and here thev sit in state 
and receive visits from all the village. The bride in like manner, 
surrounded by her near relatives, sits in her father’s house. The boys 
of the village, irrepressible as is the wont of that speoies, make raids 
upon both parties, for the purpose of chaffing and getting alternate 
feasts of comestibles. They also organize an amateur band of musio, 
and serenade the bride towards evening with fiddles and flutes. Of 
course, all the girls of the village are congregated at the bride’s 
father’s house, and, as license and riot are the order of the day, the 
fun here grows fast and furious. Towards nightfall the bridegroom 
ascends to his bride’s house amid a tempest of cheers and a hailstorm 
of drums. After this outburst a temporary lull ensues, to permit of 
the ceremony being performed. The bride is brought forth from an 
inner chamber in the arms of the women. On the floor of the house 
are placed water in jars, rice, and mango leaves. Bound these 
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a new^spun ootton-thread is wound and carried again round the two 
contracting parties as they stand opposite to each other. The ‘poong- 
yee,* or priest, now oomes forward ; he recites some prayers in a 
language that is not understood even by himself (probably Pali), and 
theu taking oooked rioe, a handful in eaoh hand, he crosses and 
recrosses his arms, giving seven alternate mouthfuls to the bride 
and bridegroom ; after this he takes their hands and crooks the little 
finger of the bridegroom’s right hand into the little finger of the 
bride’s left. The oeremony is then concluded by more unintelligible 
mutterings. The bridegroom now takes the bride by the hand, and 
together they make the oircuit of the room, saluting lowly the elder 
relatives of both families. They then sit down — the bride to the left 
of her husband, and their clothes are tied together. The wedding 
guests then come forward and place at their feet, each according to 
his or her means, some presents of olothes or household furniture. 
After this a saturnalia ensues, of dancing, drinking, fighting, and 
love-making. The bride and bridegroom are expected to sit up all 
night. I should add that the happy man does not consummate his 
marriage until he and his wife (sleeping apart) have for seven days 
eaten together seven times a day.” 

The bride-prioe among Thongphaa and Mannas is said to be 
about Us. 30. With the Maramagris, who as a class are wealthier, 
the average amount paid for a wife is Rs. 60, whioh may rise to 
Rs. 80 if the bridegroom is of inferior status, as, for example, in the 
event of a BhuiyA Magh marrying the daughter of a Rijbansi Magh. 
The ceremony in use among the M&ramagris is of the same general 
character as that described above, the essential portion being the 
crooking together of the little fingers of the bridegroom’s left hand 
and the bride’s right, while the priest pours water over the hands 
thus joined. This is followed by stndurdan or smearing vermilion 
on the bride’s forehead — a form whioh appears to have been 
borrowed from the Hindus. The Marmd ritual is still more like 
that of the Thongchas, and does not include sindurdan. In the 
course of the wedding the bride and bridegroom eat some ourry 
and rice from the same dish, and what they leave is kept in a covered 
earthen vessel for seven days, during whioh time the married couple 
may not leave the village or cross running water. On the eighth 
the vessel is opened, and if maggots are found in the food it is deemed 
an excellent omen, showing that the marriage will be a fruitful one. 

Polygamy is recognized : a man may have as many wives as 
he can afford to maintain. The first wife, however, is regarded as 
the highest in rank, and takes precedence of all subsequent wives, 
who are expeoted to treat her with special consideration. 

In all the sub-tribes widows are allowed to marry again, and 
are fettered by no restrictions in their choice of a second husband. 
No special ritual is ordained for this purpose, and as a rule 
the parties simply go and live together as man and wife. Divoroe 
is permitted, with the sanction of the tribal panchdyat, on the ground 
of adultery or inability to live happily together. A written 
agreement is usually drawn up, and sometimes, when the authority 
of the panohdyat is deemed insufficient, this “ writing of divorcement ” 
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is laid before theMagistrate of the distriot Among the Thongchas 
the parties giveone another flowers, and after bathing go off in 
different directions, exchanging all kinds of abusive epithets. 
Divorced wives may marry again by the ritual in use lor the 
remarriage of widows. 

Ail Maghs are Buddhists of the Southern school, and regard 
. the northern Buddhists of Tibet as wholly 

tMiglotL unorthodox. The wilder sections of the Thong- 

chas, however, retain some vestiges of an earlier animistic faith, 
which bids them saorifioe cattle, goats, and swine, and make offerings 
of rice, fruits, and flowers to the spirits of hill and river. Among 
the Maramagris, on the other hand, the tendenoy is to follow after 
modem Hinduism, particularly in its Tantrio developments, and to 
add the gross worship of Siva and Durga to the simple observances 
prescribed by their own communion, it thus comes to pass that 
while the Buddhist Phungyis or Raolis are the reoognized priests of 
all the tribes, considerable respect is shown to Brahmans, who are 
frequently employed to determine auspioious days for particular 
actions, and to assist in the worship of the Hindu gods. Among 
the Thongchas old women often devote themselves to the service of 
religion, and although not charged with special oeremonial functions, 
are regarded as in some sense priestesses, and are called by the 
distinctive name lerdama. 

The funeral ceremonies of the Maghs are thus described by 

yv. | m ii % • Lewin : — “ When a person has died, his rela- 

Disposai of the dead. ^ aMemUk Some one of them sits down 

and oommenoes to beat the funeral roll on the drum; the women 
weep and ory, and the men busy themselves, some in performing the 
last offices to the oorpse, of washing, dressing, etc., while others go 
off to the woods and bring wood for the funeral pile, and bamboos 
with which to construct the bier. About 24 hours generally elapse 
from the time of death to that of cremation. In bearing the corpse 
from the house to the burning ground, if the deceased were a man 
of wealth or influence, the body may be borne on a wheeled oar ; all 
women also have this privilege ; the plebs, however, are simply 
carried to the funeral pile on the shoulders of their relatives. The 
procession is after this fashion : — First oome the priests, if there are 
any in the vicinity to attend ; they march gravely at the head of 
the party, bearing on their shoulders their curved palm-leaf fans, 
olad in their ordinary saffron-ooloured robes, and attended by their 
disoiples. Next oome relatives of the deoeased, two and two, 
bearing food, clothes, etc., whioh have been offered as alms to the 
priests on behalf of the departed. Next is borne the bier, carried on 
bamboos by six men, and accompanied by as many drums as can be 
procured. Behind the ooffin come the male relatives ; and lastly, 
the procession is dosed by the women of the village, dad in their 
best. The funeral pile is oomposed of four layers of wood for 
a woman, three for a man. The body is plaoed on the pile ; the lead- 
ing priest takes an end of the dead man’s turban, and, holding it, 
repeats some passages of the law, four of the deoeased’s male relatives 
standing meanwhile at the four comers of the pile and sprinkling 
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a few drops of water thereon. The nearest blood relative, male 
or female, of the dead man then fires the pile. When the fire 
is extinguished the ashes are scrupulously collected together 
and buried over the spot; a small oonical mound of earth is 
heaped up, and a very long bamboo pole, with an equally lengthy 
flag, is erected over the grave. On returning from the place all 
parties bathe themselves. If it is the master of the house who 
has died, the ladder leading up to the house is thrown down, 
and they must effect an entrance by cutting a hole in the baok wall 
and so creeping up. The relatives eat and drink, and each 
contributes according to his means to defray the expenses incurred. 
After seven days the priests reassemble at the house to read prayers 
for the dead.” 

In the case of priests and persons of high social position the 
oorpse is dried or embalmed and kept for a year in a special coffin, 
while arrangements are being made for an elaborate funeral, which 
usually takes place on the 1st of Baisakh. A temporary pagoda is 
built of bamboo decorated with coloured paper and nags, and is set up 
in some open plaoe faced by a row of bamboo cannon mounted on 
wheels, crammed to the muzzle with tightly-rammed powder and 
fitted with a long fuse. These oannon are presented by persons 
desirous of doing honour to the deceased, and it is deemed an act of 
great merit to send a oannon to the funeral of a Phungyi. On the 
arrival of the coffin a mimic conflict— a * tug of war ’ — takes place over 
it, the women pulling it one way and the men the other. According 
to another account the contest is not between the men and the 
women, but between the unmarried and married persons of either 
sex. The ooffin is then placed in the pagoda, and the bamboo 
cannon are discharged in order of the precedence of those who 
presented them. Last of all the pagoda and coffin are burned, and 
a long bamboo, carrying a triangular flag forty-five feet long, is set 
up on the place. A funeral offering (kongmu) of various kinds of 
food is placed on the ground on the eighth day, and this ceremony is 
repeated every year. 

The social status of the Maghs does not admit of very precise 

R .... definition, as the entire community is outside 

■ ocia. -tft ua. 0 j the regular caste system, and orthodox 

Hindus will take neither food nor water from their hands. In the 
matter of diet they are highly promiscuous, eating beef, pork, fowls, 
fish of all kinds, snakes, field-rats, lizards, and certain kinds of 
worms. Both sexes indulge freely in spirituous liquors. For all 
this they are not wholly free from prejudice as to the caste of the 
persons with whom they will take food; and no Maghs, except 
those who are fishermen themselves, will eat, drink, or 6moke in the 
same hookah with members of the fishing castes, such as Kaibarttas 
and Milos, or with the Jugi caste of weavers. Tantis and Nipits, 
on the other hand, are considered ceremonially pure, and Maghs 
will take water from their hands. 

The Thongoha sub-tribe live almost entirely by the peculiar 
method of cultivation known in Chittagong, 
Assam, and Northern Bengal by the name 
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jhim; in Burm&h and Arakan as tungyd; and in Chota Nagpur 
and the Central Frovinoes called ddhd or pardo. Captain Lewin 
describes the system as follows : — 



“In the month of April a convenient piece of forest land is 
n. « fixed upon, generally on a hillside, the 

Jham cultivation. luxuriant un der-growth of shrubs and creepers 

has to be cleared away, and the smaller trees felled : the trees of 
larger growth are usually denuded of their lower branohes, and left 
standing. If possible, however, the jhumia fixes upon a slope 
thickly covered with a bamboo jungle of the species called * dolloo.* 
This compared with a dense tree jungle is easy to cut, and its ashes, 
after burning, are of greater fertilising power. Although the 
clearing of a patch of dense jungle is no doubt very severe labour, 
yet the surroundings of the labourer render his work pleasurable in 
comparison with the toilsome and dirty task of the cultivators of the 
plains. ***•*• 

By his comparatively pleasurable toil the hill-man can gain two 
rupees for one which the wretched ryot of the plains can painfully 
earn, and it is not to be wondered at that the hill people have 
a passion for their mode of life, and regard with absolute oontempt 
any proposal to settle down to the tame and monotonous cultivation 
of the dwellers in the low-lands. 

“ The jhum land once cleared, the fallen jungle is left to dry in 
the sun, and in the month of May it is fired : this completes the 
clearing. The firing of the jhums is sometimes a source of danger, 
as at that season of the year the whole of the surrounding jungle is 
as dry as tinder and easily catches fire. In this way sometimes 
whole villages are destroyed, and people have lost their lives. I 
have myself seen a whole mountain-side on fire for four. days and 
four nights, having been ignited by j hum-firing. It was a magni- 
ficent sight, but such a fire must cause incalculable injury to the 
forest : young trees especially would be utterly destroyed. Gener- 
ally, however, by choosing a calm day, and keeping down the fire at 
the edges of the jhum, by beating with boughs, the hill people 
manage to keep the firing within certain prescribed limits. A 
general conflagration, suoh as I have mentioned, is of quite excep- 
tional occurrence. If the felled jungle has been thoroughly dried, 
and no rain has fallen since the jhum was cut, this firing will reduce 
all, save the larger forest trees, to ashes, and bum the soil to 
the depth of an inch or two. The oharred trees and logs pre- 
viously cut down remain lying about the ground : these have to 
be dragged off the jhum and piled up all round, and with the 
addition of some brushwood form a speoies of fence to keep out wild 
animals. 

“Work is now at a standstill, till the gathering of the 
heavy clouds and the grumbling of thunder denote the approach 
of the rains. These signs at onoe bring a village into a state 
of activity; men and women, boys and girls, each bind on the 
left hip a small basket filled with the mixed seeds of cotton, rice, 
melons, pumpkins, yams, and a little Indian com; each takes 
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a 4 dad n in hand, and in a short time every hillside will eoho to the 
4 hoiya,’ or hillcall (a ory like the 8wiss jodel), as party answers party 
from the paths winding up each hillside to their respective patches of 
cultivation. Arrived at the j hum, the family will form a line, and 
steadily work their way across the field. A dig with the blunt square 
end of the da6 makes a narrow hole about three inches deep : into this 
is put a small handful of the mixed seeds, and the sowing is completed. 
If shortly afterwards the rain falls, they are fortunate and have judged 
the time well ; or (unparalleled luck) if they get wet through with the 
rain as thev are sowing, great will be the jollification on the return 
home, this being an omen that a bumper season may be expected. 

44 The village now is abandoned by every one, and the men set to 
work to build a house, each in his own jhum, for the crop must be 
carefully watched to preserve it from tue wild pig and deer, which 
would otherwise play havoo among the young shoots of the rice. 
The jhums of the whole village are generally situated in propin- 
quity : a solitary jhum is very rare. During the rains mutual help 
and assistance in weeding the crop is giveu ; each one takes his turn 
to help in his neighbour’s jhum ; no hoeing is done ; the crop has 
merely to be kept dear from weeds by hand labour, and an ample 
return is obtained. If the rain be excessive, however, the cotton orop 
is liable to be spoilt, as the young plants die from too much water. 

44 The first thing to ripen is Indian oorn ; this is about the end of 
July. Next come the melons, of which there are two or three sorts 
grown in the jhums : afterwards vegetables of all sorts become fit for 
gathering ; and finally, in September, the rice and other grain ripens. 
At this time the monkeys and jungle fowl are the ohief enemies 
of the orop. In the month of October the ootton crop is gathered 
last of all, and this concludes the harvest. The rice having been out, 
is beaten from the ear in the jhum : it is afterwards rolled up in 
rough, straw-oovered bales and carried to the granary in the village. 



1 “ The * dad* is the hill knife, used universally throughout the country. 
It is a blade about 18 inches long, narrow at the haft, and square and broad 
at the tip ; pointless, and sharpened on one side only. The blade is set in a 
handle of wood ; a bamboo root is considered the best. The fighting * dad' is 
differently shaped. This is a long pointless sword, set in a wooden or ebony 
handle ; it is very heavy, and a blow of almost incredible power can be given 
by one of these weapons. With both the fighting and the ordinary dad one 
can make but two cuts ; one from the right shoulder downwards to the left, 
one from the left foot upwards to the right. The reason of this is that in shar- 
pening the blade one side only gives the edge, slanting to the other straight 
face or the blade. Any attempt to cut in a way contrary to those mentioned 
causes the dad to turn in the hand on the striker, and I have seen some bad 
wounds inflicted in this manner. The weapon is identical with the “ parang 
latok ” of the Malays. The ordinary hill dad is generally stuck naked into the 
waist-band on the right hip, but the fighting dad is provided with a scabbard 
and worn at the waist. The dad to a hillman is a possession of great price. It 
is literally the bread-winner. With this he cuts his jhum and builds his houses ; 
without its aid the most ordinary operations of hill life could not be performed. 
It is with the dad that he fashions the women’s weaving tools ; with the dad 
he fines off his boat ; with the dad he notches a stair in the steep hillside 
leading to his ihum ; and to the dad he frequently owes his life, in defending 
himself from the attacks of wild animals.” 
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Besides grain and ootton, the hill tribes grow tobaooo. This is 
planted principally in small valleys on the banks of the hill streams.” 
In order to scare birds, deer, and wild pigs from the growing 
crop, a deft bamboo is planted in the middle and connected by a 
long cane with the hut built for watching the orop in suoh a manner 
that by pulling the cane the two halves of the bamboo can be clashed 
together and a harsh rattling noise produced. 

The Marmds and Maramagris have for the most part adopted 
a settled mode of life and taken to plough cultivation. They also 
catch and sell fish, hew wood, dug-out canoes, and weave baskets 
and mats. The Rdjbansi Maghs are accomplished oooks, and are 
largely employed by Europeans in that capacity. As a rule they take 
a keen interest in their profession, and it may be that their skill is in 
some measure due to their freedom from the sooial and religious 
prejudices which debar other classes of native cooks from tasting the 
dishes which they prepare. 



MaghA Chewdr, a mul or 
section of the Satmulia or Kish- 
naut sub-caste of Godlds in 
Behar. 

Maghad Khandi, a sub-caste 
of Telis in Bengal. 

Maghaid, a sept of Lohdrs in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Maghaiyd, a sub-caste of 
Kumhdrs and Telis in Behar 
and Chota Nagpur. 

Maghayd, a native of Mag-hd 
(Magadha) or South Behar; a 
designation of numerous sub- 
oastes, suoh as Barai, Beldar, 
barber, Dhanuk, Dhobi, Gangotd, 
Godld, Kandu, Nunia, Sunri, 
and Teli castes in Behar ; a sub- 
caste of Barhis in Behar who 
work in both wood and iron 
and do the rougher woodwork 
required for houses, as distin- 
guished from the Kanaujids, who 
are joiners and cabinet-makers. 
Representatives of this sub-caste 
are found both in the town of 
Bhdgalpur and in the north of 
the district, but intermarriage 
between the twogrouns is believed 
to be rare. The headman of 
the former is styled S&tun , while 
the headman of the latter bears 
the usual title of Mary'han ; 



a sub -caste of Bhars in Man- 
bhum, comprising the five sections 
of Mayur, Bel, Bdsrisi, Kdsyab, 
and Brdhmarshi, of which the 
first four are totemistic and the 
last appears to have been bor- 
I rowed from the Brahmans ; a sub- 
cast e of Dorns in Behar who play 
the dhol and turi; a sub-caste of 
Halwdis or confectioners in Behar, 
who have to some extent aban- 
doned their distinctive occupation 
and find employment as servants 
and petty shopkeepers dealing in 
miscellaneous artioles. Many of 
them fry rice, chura, etc., and are 
called bhuja bhwra ; a sub-caste of 
Koiris in Behar, which, though 
endogamous as regards the rest 
of the caste, intermarries with the 
Chirme or Ghirmdit sub-caste; 
a sub-caste of Kumhdrs in Behar 
and Western Bengal, which used 
formerly to be endogamous, but 
now intermarries with the Tirhutid 
sub-caste ; a sub-caste of Thatherd 
or brass^ohaser in Behar. 

Maghayd Brahman , a synonym 
for Bdbhan. 

Maghi, a sept of Ohiks in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Maghnft, a sept of Lohdrs in 
Chota Nagpur. 
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Magi | a sub-oaste of Kumh&rs 
in Daoca and Tdntis in Bengal ; 
a sub-caste of Biitis in 
Faridpur. 

Magrathi, a thar or sept of 
Mangars in Darjiling. 

Maguri, a title of Bangaja 
K&yasths in Bengal. 

Mahabara, atotemistio sept of 
Chits in Chota Nagpur who 
never till or chase the wild 
boar. 

Mahabh&t, a section of the 
Kamir sub-caste of Dos&dhs in 
Behar. 

Mahdbrahman, Mahdp&tra 
or Kantdha, a division of Brah- 
mans in Behar who officiate as 
priests on cremation. 

Mah&danda, a sub-caste of 
Kewats in Behar. 

Mah&danta, a title of Brah- 
mans. 

# Mah&jan, money-lender, a 
title of the Ari&r sub-oaste of 
Bais Baniyis. 

Mdhakaridi a seotion of 
Go&l&s in the North-Western 
Provinces and Behar. 

Mahal&i a section of Go&l&s 
in the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 

Mahald&r, a title of men who 
measure grain for Mahajdns, also 
called. Kayals ; a title of Jaunpuri 
Cham&rs and Muchis in Behar 
whose women act as midwives; 
a title of certain Musalmans, also 
called Pajr&, who sell fish and 
are boatmen. 

Mahal i, a synonym for 
Mahili; a sept of Loh&rs in 
Chota Nagpur. 



Mahal i-Munda, a sub-tribe 
of Mundas in Chota Nagpur; 
a sept of Loh&rs in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Mahal l&-navis, an honorary 
title of K&yasths in Bengal. 

Mah&mand&i a seotion of 
the MahmudAb&z sub-caste of 
N&pits in Central Bengal. 

Mah&nadi, a river, a sept of 
Bediyas and Chits in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Mah&nadi&t a sept of Gonds 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Mah&n&ik or Sreshta-Khan- 
ddit , a sub-caste of Khand&its in 
Balasore and Cuttaok. 

Mahdnandid, a sept of Pins 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Mah&ni, a title of Timbulis, 
Telia, and other trading castes. 

Mahant , S. ; the head of a reli- 
gious establishment of the men- 
dicant orders of the Hindus. 

Mahanta, a priest of the Jugi 
oaste in Tipperah; a spiritual 
guide in the Y aishnava seot ; a title 
of Kurmis in Western Bengal. 

Mahant i i itahinti , a titular 
section of TJtkal or Orissa Brah- 
mans; a title of Ch&s&s and 
Karans in Orissa. 

Mah&p&tra, a hypergamous 
group of the Bangaja sub-oaste 
of K&yasths in Bengal; a title 
of Brahmans and Karans in 
Orissa; a title of Khand&its in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Mahar, a section of Go&l&s in 
Behar. 

Mahar&, a title of the Dhusii 
sub-caste of Chamars ; a title of 
Kahars in Behar who carry 
palanquins and wort as boatmen. 
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Mahdrdi, a title oi Eurinis in • 
Behar. 

Mahdrdj, a title affeoted by 
certain mendioants and Brah- 
mans ; a title of respeot applied 
to Behar Brahmans who are 
employed as cooks. 

Mahdr&nd, a title of Ndgars 
in Behar. 

Mah&rdno, a mul or section of 
the Naomulid or Majraut sub- 
caste of Goalds in Behar. 

Mahdrdshtra, a thar or seotion 
of Nepdli Brahmans. 

Mahdr&shtriya, a territorial 
division of the Panoha Drdvira 
Brahmans who live in the south 
of the Vindyd range, a country 
of the Marathi language. 

Mahdrath or Mahdrathi , great 
charioteer, a title of Khanddits | 
in Orissa. 

Mah&raus, a . sept of^ . the 
Suryabansi sub-tribe of Rajputs 
in Behar. 

Mahamd, a section of Kewats 
in Behar. 

Mahdset, a group of Ma- 
ghaiyd Telis and Sunris in Behar. 

Mahdsib, literally ‘an account- 
ant, 9 a section of the Maghayd 
sub-caste of Telis ; a title of Sunris 
in Behar. 

Mahasthdn, Mastdn or Hdlid, 
a sub-caste of Utkal Brahmans 
in Orissa. 

Mahat, a sub-caste of Goalas 
in Chota Nagpur; a title of up- 
country Brahmans and of some 
trading castes; a title of the 
Koehh tribe in Northern Bengal. 



Mdhdtd, a title of Ehatris in 
Bengal. 

Mahdthd, a seotion of 
Maghaiyd Kumhdrs in Behar. 

Mahathwdr, a seotion of the 
Chamdr and Bhuiya castes. 

Mahdtmd, a mul ojp section^ of 
the Ghosin sub- caste of Goalas ; 
a section of the Chaubhan sub- 
caste of Nunias and a section 
of the Banodhid and Jaiswdr 
Kalwdrs in Behar. 

Mahdtman, a section of the 
Maghayd sub-caste of Kumhdrs 
in Behar. 

Mahato, a title of Goalds, 
Kurmis, Koiris, Kahdrs, Kum- 
hdrs, Raj wars, Dhdnuks, Mun- 
das, Chiks or Pins and Pdsis ; a 
sept of Oraons in Chota Nagpur. 

Mahatoar, a sept of Pdns 
and Agarias in Chota Nagpur. 

Mahaulid, a seotion of 
Kaserds in Behar. 

Mahaut, a sept of Thdrus in 
Behar. 

M&hbarid* a kul or section of 
Bdbhans in Behar. 

Mahbho, a sept of the Yan- 
gorup sub-tribe of Limbus in 
Darjiling ; branoh of the same 
sept may not intermarry. 

IVIahbu, the physician, literally 
a shaker*— one who, being ridden 
by ghosts or devils, shakes him- 
self free : hence a physician ; a 
sept of the Charkola sub-tribe of 
Tim bus in Darjiling. 

Mahdauridr, a pur or section 
of Sdkadwipi Brahmans in 
Behar. 
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Mahendra Khy&ni, a group 
of the Bdrendra Sunns in Eastern 
Bengal. 

M&hepur&i a mul or section of 
the Chhamulia Madhesia sub-caste 
of Halwdis in Behar. 

Maher, a section of KumhArs 
in Singbhum. 

Mahesbar&it, a section of the 
Kam&r sub-caste of Dos&dhs in 
Behar. 

(Jfftakcsri, a trading caste of 
Northern India and Marwar, 
olosely allied to the Agarwils 
and Osw&ls with whom they eat 
and drink. Like the Agarwals, 
they have a sub-caste called Das&, 



said to be illegitimate and per- 
haps coming of slave mothers. 
The Maheen are almost invari- 
ably Hindus, while the Agarwil 
and Oswil castes oontain a 
large proportion of Jains. . They 
have 72 exogamous subdivisions 
( pots ), a few of whioh are shown 
in Appendix I. like the Agar- 
wAls, they observe a oomplex 
rule of exogamy. A man may 
not marry into (a) his own 
seotion, (6) his mother's, (c) his 
maternal grandmother’s, ( d ) his 
father’s maternal grandmother’s, 
(*) his mother's maternal grand- 
mother’s. 

Maheswar, a pur or section of 
S&kadwipi Brahmans, and of 
Maghaiyi Kumhdrs in Behar. 



^Kahili, Mahali , a Dra vidian oaste of labourers, palanquin- 
^ bearers, and workers in bamboo found in 

■troatuw. aD mterna Chota Nagpur and Western Bengal. They 
are divided into five sub-castes — Bansphor- 
Mahili, who make baskets and do all kinds of bamboo work ; P&tar- 
Mahili, basket-makers and cultivators; Sulunkhi-Mahili, who are 
cultivators and labourers; T&nti-Mahili, who carry palanquins; and 
Mahili-Munda, a small outlying sub-caste oonfined to LohardagA A 
comparison of the totemistio sections of the Mahilifl shown in Appendix 
I with those of the Santals seems to weurant the conjecture that the 
main body of the oaste, that is to say the group comprising the 
Bansphor, Sulunkhi, and Tanti Mahilis, is merely a branch of the 
Santdls, separated at a comparatively reoent date from the parent 
tribe. The exact oauses of the separation are, of course, lost in the 
obscurity which enshrouds the early history of all tribal movements. 
But the fact that the Mahilis make baskets and oarry palanquins, 
occupations which every Sant4l would deem degrading, suggests 
that the adoption of these pursuits may have given the first impulse 
to the formation of the new group. The Mahili-Munda possibly 
parted from the Munda tribe for similar reasons. Besides the 
sections shown in the Appendix the entire sub-oaste regard the pig 
as their totem, and consider it wrong to eat pork. It is rumoured, 
indeed, that appetite often gets the better of tradition, but that 
in such cases the carcase alone is eaten, and the consequences 
of breaking - the taboo averted by throwing away the head. 
The P&tar-Mahili are a Hinduised sub-caste of South-East 
Manbhum, who employ Brahmans as priests and abstain from 
eating beef. 
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A man may not marry a woman of his own seotion or of 
the seotion to which his mother belonged before her marriage. 
Beyond these limits marriage is regulated with reference to the 
standard formula for prohibited degrees. 

Mahilis marry their daughters both as infants and as adults, 
but the former practice is deemed the more 
amaga respectable, and there can, I think, be little 

doubt that in this, as in other oastes on the borders of Hinduism, 
the tendency at the present day is towards the entire abolition of 
adult-marriage. The oustomary bride-price paid for a Mahili girl 
is supposed to be Rs. 6, but the amount is liable to vary according 
to the means of the bridegroom’s parents. On the wedding 
morning, before the usual procession starts to esoort the bridegroom 
to the bride’s house, he is formally married to a mango tree, while 
the bride goes through the same ceremony with a mahua. At the 
entrance to the bride’s house the bridegroom, riding on the shoulders 
of some male relation ana bearing on his head a vessel of water, is 
reoeived by the bride’s brother, equipped in similar fashion, and the 
two cavaliers sprinkle one another with water. The bride and 
bridegroom are then seated side by side on a plank under a canopy 
of s&l leaves erected in the oourtyard of the house, and the bride- 
groom touohes the bride’s forehead five times with vermilion, and 
presents her with an iron armlet. This is the binding portion of 
the ritual. 

So far as positive rules are oonoemed, the Mahilis appear to 
impose no limit on the number of wives a man may have. It 
is unusual to find a man with more than two ; and praotically, 
I understand, polygamy is rarely resorted to unless the first wife 
should happen to be barren. Widows may remarry, and are under 
no restrictions in their choioe of a second husband, though it is 
deemed right and proper for a widow to marry her deceased husband’s 
younger brother if suoh a relative exists. Divoroe is permitted on 
the ground of adultery or inability to agree. When a husband 
divorces his wife he gives her a rupee and takes away the iron 
armlet (Mar khdru) which was given her at her wedding. He must 
also entertain his caste brethren at a feast by way of obtaining their 
sanction to the proceedings. Divoroed wives may marry agaiu. 

Like the Bauris and B&gdis, the Mahilis admit into their caste 
men of any oaste ranking higher than their own. The conditions 
of membership are simple. The person seeking admission into the 
Mahili community has merely to pay a small sum to the headman 
( parganait) of the caste and to give a feast to the Mahilis of the 
neighbourhood. This feast he must attend himself, and signify his 
entrance into the brotherhood by tasting a portion of the food 
left by each of the guests on the leaf whioh on these occasions 
serves as a plate. 

In matters of inheritance and succession the Mahilis profess to 
follow whatever law applies to the Hindus of 
the locality— the Dayabh&ga in Manbbum and 
the Mitakshara in Lohardagi. Statements of this kind, however, 
import little more than a vague assumption of oonformity with 
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what is supposed to be the custom of all respeotable men ; and there 
is no reason to believe that the headman ( pargandit ) and caste- 
council ( panchdyat ), who settle the civil disputes of the caste, haye 
any knowledge of, or pay the smallest regard to, the rules of the 
regular Hindu law. The questions whioh come before this primitive 
tribunal are usually very simple. Its decisions are accepted without 
question, and I know of no instanoe where -an attempt has been 
made to oorrect them by appealing to the regular oourts. It does 
not follow, however, that Mahilis and castes of similar standing 
have escaped the influence of the Codes and have preserved a distinct 
customary law of their own. On the oontrary, the written law 
certainly filters down to these lower grades of society, not through 
the regular channels of text-books and oourts, but in virtue of their 
tendenoy to imitate the usages of the groups immediately above 
themselves. If men of these lower castes are asked what law they 
follow, a common answer is that they have the same law as their 
landlords ; and the landlords, to whatever caste they may belong, 
almost invariably £et their law from the text-books and the oourts. 
To this influence it is probably due that the practice of giving an 
extra share ( jeth-angs ) to the eldest son in dividing an inheritance 
is gradually dying out among the Mahilis, and the tendenoy is 
towards an equal division of property. 

The religion of the Mahilis is at present a mixture of half- 
. forgotten animism and Hinduism imperfectly 

hglon * understood. They affect indeed to worship all 

the Hindu gods, but they have not yet risen to the distinction of 
employing Brahmans, and their working deities seem to be Bar- 
pah&ri and Manas£. The former is merely another name for the 
well-known mountain god of the Mundas and Santils, while the 
latter is the snake goddess, probably also of non-Aryaii origin, 
whose cult has been described in the article on the BAgdis. To 
these are offered goats, fowls, rice, and ghi, the offerings being 
afterwards eaten by the worshippers themselves. 

The Mahilis of Northern Manbhum bury their dead faoe down- 
wards ; but this praotice is not universal, for 
Ihsp08al e the P&tar Mahilis and the Mahilis of the 

Santil Parganas burn their dead and bury the ashes near at hand. 
On the eleventh day after death offerings of milk, ghi, and rice 
are made at the plaoe of burial. Similar offerings are presented in 
the months of K&rtik and Chait for the propitiation of departed 
ancestors in general. The anniversary of the death of an individual 
ancestor is not observed. 

Mahilis rank socially with Bauris and Dosadhs. They eat beef, 
pork, and fowls, and are very partial to strong 
drink. Field-rats, which are reckoned a special 
delicacy by the Oraons, they will not touch. 
They will eat cooked food with the Kurmi, the Bhumij, and the 
Deswali Santals. They believe their original occupation to be 
basket-making and bamboo work generally. Many of them are 
now engaged in agriculture as non-oocupancy raiyats and landless 
day-labourers. 
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The following statement shows the number and .distribution of 
Mahilis in 1872 and 1881 : — 



District. 


1872. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Bardwan 


64 


57 


Maid all 




1.865 


218 


Bank nr* 




77 


S&nt&l P&rg&nis . 




9,521 


1,252 


Birbhum ... , M 




85 


Cuttack 




68 


Midnapor 


8.497 


866 


Bnlaaore 






7 


Nadiya 

Ktrama 


18 


81 


Tributary State* . 






804 




10 


Hasan bagh ... 
Lobardagi ... 




1,979 


2,286 


Dinnjpur 


S 


802 




8,999 


7,610 


Baj«hahy» 


28 

flO 


196 


Singbhum ... 
Manbhura ... 




1,801 

7,895 


1,190 

4,77* 


Monjrbyr 


875 




Tributary 8tataa . 




111 


IS 


Bhagalpur 


648 











Mahili-Mund&, a sub-caste of 
Mahilis in Western Bengal. 

Mahintd, a gdin of the Bdtsya 
gotra of Kirhi Brahmans in 
Bengal. 

Mahisirupjdn, a mul or section 
of the Naomulia or Majraut sub- 
oaste of Go&l&s in Behar. 

M&hkur, M&kur, a sub-caste of 
Go&L&s in Chota Nagpur. 

Mahlaingtsa, a sept of 
Maghs in the Hill Tracts of 
Chittagong. 

Mahli, a sept of Birhors in 
Ghota Nagpur. 

Mahmud&b&z, a sub-caste of 
N&pits in Eastern Bengal. 

M4hmudpuri&, a sub-caste of 
K&m&rs in Western Bengal. 

Mahrd, a mul or section of the 
Biahut sub-caste of Kalwars in 
Behar. 

M&hrdy a title of Chamirs 
and men employed to herd 
eattle. 

Mahr4gh&si, a sub-caste of 
Gh&sis in Ghota Nagpur who 
serve as bearers. 

Mahraji&t a section of Bhits. 



Mahr&na, a pangat or section 
of Bansphor Dorns, and of 
Dosadhs in Behar. 

Mahrano, a title of Hindu 
Jol&h&s in Behar. 

Mahrasid, a pur or seotion of 
S&kadwipi Brahmans in Behar. 

M ah rat, a mul or seotion of 
the Ayodhid sub-caste of Haj- 
jdms in Behar. 

Mahraul, a mul or section of 
the Goria sub -caste of GoAlis in 
Behar. 

Mahraur, a sept of the Chand- 
rabansi R&jputs in Behar. They 
cannot intermarry with persons 
of the Bes&in and Chaubhdn septs, 
being supposed to have had their 
oommon origin in the same saint. 

Maht&, a section of Go&lfa in 
the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 

Mahtha, a section of the 
Amashta sub-caste of Kiyasths 
in Behar. 

M&hto, (i) a village headman ; 
(ii) a title applied m Behar to 
Kurmis who by age or by per- 
sonal influence have attained a 
leading position in their villages. 
In some parts of the country the 
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title is used as almost synony- 
mous with Kurmi ; and a foirmi, 
when asked to what caste he 
belongs, will reply “ Mdhto;” (iii) 
a title of the following castes : — 
Dhdnuks, Dosddhs, Goria Godlds, 
Koiris, Sunris ; the Bhojpurid 
and Ayodhid sub-castes of 
Nunids in Behar ; also Thdrus ; 
the Bediyas, Mahilis, Ndgeswars, 
and Kharwars in Chota Nagpur ; 
Cheros and the Mai we Rdjputs in 
Chota Nagpur; Tdntis, Kewats, 
Binds and Dhobis in Behar. 

Mahtoar, a totemistic sept of 
Chiks in Chota Nagpur. 

Mahtwar, a section of Godlds 
in Behar. 



Mahud, a tree, a totemistic sept 
of Pins, Dorns, Bedyas, and 
Chamdrs in Chota Nagpur. 

Mahu&r, a sept of Bdjputs in 
Behar. 

Mahu&ri, a section of Bdbhans 
and of the Biydhut and Khari- 
ddhd Kalwdrs in Behar. 

Mahukal, a bird, a totemistic 
sept of Mundas, Bediyas, and 
Kharwars ; a section of Mahilis in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Mahuli, a section of the Sdt- 
mulid Maghay & sub-caste of Kdn- 
dus in Benar. 

Mahur or Mahuliya, a sub- 
caste of Lohdrs in Behar. 



Mdhuri, a sub-caste of Baniyds in Behar, who occupy nearly as 
high a rank as the Agarwdls in social estimation. Like the Sikhs, 
the Mdhuris strictly prohibit the use of tobaoco, and a man detected 
smoking would be expelled from the community. Another peculiar 
usage is that marriages are always celebrated at the bridegroom's 
house, and not at the bride's. Trade and money-lending are the 
proper oooupations of the Mdhuri. Some of them have acquired 
substantial tenures and set up as landholders and zamindars. 



M ah uri&, a section of Ldheris 
in Behar. 

Mah w&i a section of the Tirbu- 
tia sub-oaste of Dorns in Behar. 

Maiduchhd, a thar or sept of 
Khambus in Darjiling. 

Maikam, a thar or sept of 
Khambus in Darjiling. 

Mai ketdri begund bdgh, 
“harrow, sugarcane, egg-plant, 
garden,” a formula or shibboleth 
distinguishing a section of the 
Maghaya sub- caste of Koiris in 
Behar. 

Maikhola, a sub-tribe of 
Limbus in Darjiling. 

Mdil, a mul or section of the 
Chhamulid Madhesid sub-caste of 
Halwdis in Behar. 



Mdilidhurlak, a mul or 
seotion of the Naomulid or 
Majraut sub-caste of Godlds in 
Behar. 

Mailwdr, a section of Cheros, 
Kharids, Kharwars, and Lohdrs 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Mdilwar, a mul or section of 
the Naomulid or Majraut sub- 
caste of Godlds in Behar. 

Maind, a bird, a totemistic sept 
of Godlds, Parhaiy as, Mundas, and 
Bediyas in Chota Nagpur. 

Mainkiswar, a section of 
the Kamdr sub-caste of Dosddhs 
in Behar. 

Ma inpur i, a class of Baniyds 
in Behar. 
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M£ir, a sub-caste of Sondrs in 
Behar who do not permit the 
remarriage of their widows. 

Mairi&i a section of Bdbhans 
in Behar. 

Mais&sari, a sub-oaste of Kur- 
mis in Orissa. 

M&it&l, a title of Kdnsdris or 
braziers in Western Bengal. 

Maitbukru, a plaoe where he 
buries his bones, being his an- 
cestral birthplace, a section of 
Mahilis in Chota Nagpur. 

Maithil or TirhutiA, a terri- 
torial division of the Pancha 
Gaura Brahmans in Behar, de- 
riving its name from Mithild or 
Tirhut. 

M&iti, Matij a title of Utkal 
Brahmans and of Kaibarttas in 
Orissa and Bengal. 

Maitra, a gain of the Kdsyapa 
gotra of Bdrendra Brahmans in 
Bengal. 

Majar or M injur, peacock, a 
totemistic sept of Mundas and 
Pins in Chota Nagpur. 

M&jh&li&r, a mul or section of 
the Sdtmulid or Kishnaut sub- 
caste of Goa Ids in Behar. 

Majhal-Turiyd, a sub-caste of 
Rajwdrs in Lohardagd. 

MAjhasthdn, a sub-caste of 
Kumhdrs in Pabna. 

Mdjhaurd, a section of the 
Biyahut and Kharidahd Kalwdrs 
in Behar. 

Majhiaur, a sept of the Rautdr 
sub tribe of Thdrus in Behar. 



Majhiya, a seotion of Rajwdrs 
in Western BengaL 

Majhrot, a title of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Majhwat, a sub-caste of Goalas 
in Chota Nagpur. 

MAji, a title of Kandhs in 
Orissa. 

Majilpur, a samdj or local group 
of the Ddkshindtya Baidik Brah- 
mans in the 24-Pargands. 

Majlishi, a sub-caste of Sunris 
in Eastern BengaL 

Majlisi (Maudgalya), a section 
of Kaibarttas in Murshedabad. 

Majraut or Naomulid, a sub- 
caste of Goalds in Behar. 

Majumd&r, an honorary title 
of Brahmaus, Kayasths, Baruis, 
Jugis, and Sunris in Bengal ; a 
hypergamous group of Kaibart- 
tas in Bakarganj. 

Majurrishi, a section of 
Mayards in Bengal' 

Makad&i a seotion of Godlds 
in the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 

Makhaiw&r, a pur orsection of 
Sdkadwipi Brahmans in Behar. 

Mdkhpaw&r, a pur or section 
of Sdkadwipi Brahmans in Behar. 

Maki, Muki , a synonym for 
Ghdsi. 

Mdkunda, a sub-group of the 
Hdliyd or Hele Kaibarttas in 
Central Bengal. 

Makundpuri, a section of 
Sondrs in Behar. 



a Dravidian cultivating caste of Western and Central 
„. .... r . . Bengal, many of whom are employed as 
ions o ongm. chaukiddrs or village watohmen and have gained 
an evil reputation for their thieving propensities. Beyond the vague 
statements current among the Male of Eastern Bengal, that they 
were wrestlers (Malta, Mdla) at the court of the Dacca Nawdbs and 
gained their name from this profession, the caste appear to have no 
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traditions, and their origin has formed the subjeot of muoh discussion, 
the general drift of whxoh is stated by Mr. Beverley 1 as follows : — 
44 In his late work on the Ancient Geography of India, General 
Cunningham quotes a passage from Pliny, in which the Malli are 
mentioned as this • — 4 Genies : Calingm proximi mart, et supra Mandei 
MalU , quorum mons Mallus finisqueejus tractus est Ganges In another 
passage we have, { Ab its ( Palibothris ) in interiors situ Monedes et Suari , 
quorum mons Mallus ’; and putting the two passages together, General 
Cunningham 4 thinks it highly probable that both names may be 
intended for the oelebrated Mount Mandar, to the south of Bhagalpur, 
which is fabled to have been used by the gods and demons at the 
churning of the ooean.’ The Mandei General Cunningham iden- 
tifies ‘ with the inhabitants of the Mahanadi river, which is the Manada 
of Ptolemy/ 4 The Malli or Malei would therefore be the same people 
as Ptolemy’s Mandates, who occupied the right bank of the Ganges 
to the south of Palibothra,’ the Mandalm or Mandali having been 
already identified with the Monedes and the modern Munda Kols. 
‘Or/ adds General Cunningham , 4 they may be the people of the 
Rajmahal hills who are called Maler, which would appear to be 
derived from the Canarese Male and the Tamil Malei, a 4 hill.’ It 
would therefore be equivalent to the Hindu pahdri or pdrbatiya, 
a 4 hillman.” Putting this last suggestion aside for the present, it 
seems to me that there is some little confusion in the attempt to 
identify both the Monedes and the Malli with the Mundas. If the 
Mandei and the Malli are distinct nations — and it will be observed 
that both are mentioned in the same passage — the former rather 
than the latter would seem to correspond with the Monedes or Mundas. 
The Malli would then correspond rather to the Suari, quorum mons 
Mallus — the hills bounded by the Ganges at Rajmahal. They may 
therefore be the same as the Mats. In other words, the Mals — the 
words Maler and Malhar seem to be merely a plural form— may 
possibly be a branoh of the great Sauriyan family to which the 
Kajmahal Pah&riis, the Oraons, and the Sabars all belong, and whioh 
Colonel J)alton would desoribe as Dra vidian. Fifteen hundred or 
two thousand years ago this people may have occupied the whole 
of Western Bengal. Pressed by other tribes, they have long sinoe 
been driven into ooraers, but not without, as it were, leaving traoes 
of their individuality behind. In Mal-bhumi (Manbhum) instead 
of 4 the Country of the Wrestlers, ’ as Dr. Hunter puts it, we seem 
to have the land of 4 Mons Mallus ’ and the Mals. The Maldah district 
may also possibly owe its name to their having been settled there. 
Ajs to the name, indeed it is quite possible that it means nothing 
more than highlanders ; the word Mallus being simply the Indian 
vernacular for the Latin mons . If a native were asked the name of 
a hill in the present day, he would reply, as Pliny’s informant probably 
replied years ago, that it was a 4 hill and if asked the name of the 
people who lived there, he would probably say they were 4 hillmen.’ 

44 These Mals appear to have been driven eastwards and to have 
spread over the whole of Bengal, where they have become merged 

1 Report qf the Census qf Bengal , 1872, by H. Beverley, p. 184 . 
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in the mass of low-caste Hindus. This will aooount to some extent 
for what Colonel Dalton calls the Dravidian element in the com- 
position of the Bengali race. Under the Hindu system the Mals, 
like other aboriginal tribes who came within the pale of Hinduising 
influences, appear to have formed one of the forty-five tribes of 
Chandals, the lowest or sweeper olass among Hindus. Chandals are 
found in every district of Bengal, their aggregate number in the 
present day being over a million and a half. In Mymensingh, 
where we find 20,000 Mals, we have 123,000 Chandals. In the 
south-eastern districts they seem to have lost their name in the 
generic term of Chandals, but in the eastern districts they still retain 
it. In Birbhum and Bankura, in each of which districts there are 
about 9,000 Mals, there are not as many hundred Chandals. In 
Murshedabad there are 29,000 Mals against 22,000 who described 
themselves as Chandals. Most offioers say the Mals are identically 
the same as the Chandals. Some say they are wrestlers, others 
attribute' to them the same occupation as that of the Madaris or 
Sampheriyas, viz., that of snake-charmers. Others, again, say they 
are Musalmans, and identify them with Bediyas or Babajiyas ; but 
in this explanation there seems to be some confusion, the two last 
tribes not being generally considered identical. The Babajiyas, 
though an itinerant tribe like the Bediyas, are employed, like the 
stationary Pasaris, in soiling drugs. The returns, however, show 
that some of the Mals are Musalmans. 9 ’ 



The most primitive specimens of the caste are met with in 
r A , . . Bankura, where they have distinctly totemistio 

sections, and are divided mto the following 
sub-oastes:— DhaiiA Gobrd or Gur&, Khera, Rajbansi, and 
S&n&g4nth&. In Midnapur and Manbhum we find Dhunak&td, 
R&jbansi, S&puryA or Bedya MAI, and TungA; in Birbhum 
Khaturfa, Mallik, and RAjbansi ; in the SantAl ParganAs Deswar, 
MagahiyA, Rajbansi or RAiA MAI, RArhi MAI, and SindurA; 
while in Murshedabad the sub- castes are the same as in Bankuar, 
except that DhaliA is not known. The origin of these groups is 
extremely obscure, and I doubt whether any amount of inquiry 
would throw much light on the subjeot. RAjbansi, for example, 
is the name adopted by a very large proportion of the Koohh 
tribe; but there is no reason to suppose that the MAls are Koohh, 
and they might easily have aoquired the name RAjbansi in the 
same manner as the Kochh have done by identifying themselves 
with the lineage of a local RAjA, who may or may not have 
belonged to the same race. The simplest solution of the difficulty 
appears to be to assume that Mai is nothing more than a 
variant of MalA, ‘man, 9 the name by which the MalA PahAriAs 



describe themselves. It is possible, again, that the RAjbansi Mils 
may be the same as RAja MAls whom Buchanan noticed among 
the MAI PahAriAs at the beginning of the century. The monkey- 
catching Cobras bear the same name as one of the sub-castes of 
BAgdis ; and Khera is not far removed from KhairA, whom some 
regard as a branch of the Dorns. The SAnAgAnthA take their name 
from making the uprights through whioh weavers pass their 
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thread. The Dhun&k&t& Mils collect resin (dhuna) by tapping 
M trees ; the T ungi sub-caste are cultivators ; while the Sapurid or 
Bedya Mils live by charming snakes, catching monkeys, hunting or 
conjuring, and roam about the country carrying with them small 
tents of coarse gunny-cloth. Although they catch snakes, Sipurii 
Mils hold the animal in the highest reverence, and will not kul it, 
or even pronounce its name, for wbioh they use the synonym latd> 
4 a creeper/ 

The names of the last-mentioned group raise the probably 
. insoluble question of the connexion of the 
p wi e y • Mils with the Bediyis. Dr. Wise treats both 
Mil and Samperii or Sipurii as subdivisions of the Bediyi tribe ; 
but it is equally possible that the Mil may be the parent group, 
and that the Bediyis may have separated from it by reason of 
their adhering to a wandering mode of life when the rest of the 
tribe had taken to comparatively settled pursuits. There certainly 
seem to be reasons for suspecting some tolerably close affinity 
between the two groups. The Mils of Daoca, for instance, are 
called Ponkwah, from their dexterity in extracting worms from 
the teeth, a characteristic accomplishment of the Bediyis. They 
repudiate the suggestion of kinship with the latter tribe, but it is 
said that many can recollect the time when relationship was readily 
admitted. At present, however, in spite of some survival of roviog 
habits, peculiar physiognomy, and distinctive figures, Mils are with 
difficulty recognized. Many of them are small bankers ( mahdjam ), 
never dealing in pedlar’s wares, but advancing small sums, rarely 
exceeding eight rupees, on good security. The rate of interest 
charged is usually about fifty per cent, per annum ; but this demand, 
however exorbitant, is less than that exacted by many money-lenders 
in the towns. The Dacca Mils never keep snakes, and know 
nothing about the treatment of their bites. The women, however, 
pretend to a secret knowledge of simples and of wild plants. They 
are also employed for cupping, for relieving obscure abdominal pains 
by friction, and for treating uterine diseases, but never for tattooing. 
The Mils of Eastern Bengal do not intermarry with Bediyas, and 
even within the limits of their own group a sharp distinction used 
to be observed between settled Mals and gipsy M&ls ; so that if one 
of the former sought to marry a girl of the latter class, he was 
required to leave his home, give up bis cultivation, and adopt a 
wandering life. This custom has gradually given way to a keener 
sense of tne advantages of settled life, but its general disuse is said 
to be still resented by the elders of the caste. 

Plausible as the conjecture may be whioh would trace some 
bond of kinship between the Bediyas and the M&ls, the evidence 
bearing on the point is not preoise enough to enable us to identify 
the S&purid Mals of Midnapur with the 6&mperiya Bediyds of 
Eastern Bengal. SnaK e-charming is an occupation likely enough 
to be adopted by auy caste of gipsy-like propensities, and there is 
no reason why both M&ls and Bediyds should not have taken to it 
independently. Further particulars will be found in the article 
Bediya. 



s* - 
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The Mils of Western and Central Bengal seem on the whole 
to be the most typical representatives of the 
Qgamy * original Mil tribe. Among them the primitive 
rule of exogamy is in full foroe, and a man may not marry a woman 
who belongs to the same totem group as himself. Prohibited degrees 
are reckoned by the standard formula calculated in the descending 
line to five generations on the father’s and three on the mother’s 
side. Outsiders belonging to higher castes may be admitted into the 
Mil community by giving a feast to the Mils of the neighbour- 
hood and drinking water in which the headman of the village {mdnjhi) 
has dipped his toes. No instanoe of any one undergoing this disagree- 
able ordeal has been quoted to me, and such oases must be very rare. 

Girls may be married either as infants or after they have 
. attained puberty, the tendenoy being towards 

amaffe * the adoption of the former custom. The cere- 

mony takes place just before daybreak in a sort of arbour made 
of mahua and stdhd branches in the oourtyard of the bride’s house. 
After the bride has been carried seven times round the bridegroom 
the couple are made to sit Bide by side facing the east, and a 
vessel of water which has been blessed by a Brahman is poured over 
their heads after the manner of the Mundas and Oraons . 1 Garlands 
of flowers are then exchanged, the clothes of the pair are knotted 
together, and if adult they retire into a separate room in order to 
consummate their union. On their reappearance they are greeted by 
the company as husband and wife. Polygamy is permitted, but 
most Mils are too poor to maintain more than one wife. A widow 
may marry again , 8 but no special ritual is in use, except among 
the BAji Mils of Birbhum, who exchange necklaces of beads or 
seeds of the tulsi ( Ocynum sanctum ) ; and suoh marriages, which 
are called sanga , are effected by paying a small fee to the headman 
( khdmtd or mdnjhi) and to the father of the widow. Divoroe may 
be effected, with the sanction of the panchiyat, on the ground of 
adultery by the wife, and divorced women may marry again in 
the same manner as widows. 

Mils profess to have completely adopted Hinduism, and no 
vestiges of any more primitive religion oan 
eiigion. now be traced among them. They seem to 

belong to whatever Hindu sect is popular in the locality where 
they are settled; and in different districts they describe them- 
selves as Yaishnavas, Saivas, or Siktas, as the case may be. The 
snake goddess Manasi is believed to be their special patroness, 
and is worshipped by them in much the same fashion as by the 
Bigdis. Sacrifices of rice, sweetmeats, and dried rice are also offered 
by the heads of families to the tutelary goddess of each village, 
who bears the name of the village itself with the termination stni 



1 According to some accounts dal mi, the goddess of water, must first be 
worshipped with gifts of flowers at a neighbouring tank, and water drawn 
from this tank must be used in the marriage in addition to water blessed 
by a Brahman. 

9 This is the general rule, but the Rijbansi Mils of Midnapur have 
recently abandoned widow-marriage. 

d 
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added ; so that the goddess of the village Pithari would be called 
PitbarisinL In most districts they have not yet attained to the 
dignity of employing Brahmans, but elders of the caste or headmen 
of villages serve them as priests ( khdmid ). In the Santil Parganis, 
however, the Brahmans of the Let sub-caste of Bigdis officiate also 
for the Riji Mils. The dead are burned, usually at the side of 
_ , . a stream, into whioh the ashes are thrown. A 
sposai meagre imitation of the orthodox sraddh 

oeremony is performed on the eleventh day after death in ordinary cases, 
and on the third day for those who have died a violent death. On 
the night of the Kili Puji in Kirtik (Ootober-November) dried jute 
stems are lighted in honour of departed ancestors, and some even say 
that this is done to show their spirits the road to heaven. Libations 
of water are offered on the last day of Chait. Female children are 
buried mouth downwards, and the bodies of very poor persons are 
often buried with the head to the north in the bed oi a river. 

Agriculture is supposed to be the original profession of the caste, 
and most Mils, except those of distinctly gipsy 
^Ooaupfttion and social habits, are now engaged in cultivation as occu- 
pancy or non-oocupancy raiyats and landless 
day-labourers. None appear to have risen to the higher rank 
of zamindar or tenure-holder, except in Bankura, where one sarddr 
ghatwdl, one sadial , 56 tabidars , and 35 chakardn chaukidars are 
Mils. In Manbhum, on the other hand, whioh some believe to be the 
original home of the caste, no Mils are found in possession of these 
ancient tenures, though some are employed as ordinary village 
chaukidars The women of the caste and some of the men often 
make a livelihood by fishing — a fact which accounts for their bearing 
the title of Machhui. Their sooial status is very low, and is clearly 
defined by the fact that Bigdis and Koras will not take water from 
their hands, while they will take water and sweetmeats not only 
from those castes, but also from Bauris. Mils pride themselves on 
abstaining from beef and pork, but eat fowls, all kinds of fish, 
field-rats, and the flesh of the gosamp (. Lacerta godica). The Riji 
Mils, however, do not touoh fowls. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
Mils in 1872 and 1881 : — 



District. 


1872. 


1881. 


District. 


1878. 


1881. 


Bardwan 

Bankura 

Birbhum 

Midnapur 

Huxhli 

Howrah ... 

24.ParganAa 

Nadiya 

Khulna 

Jessore 

Murshedabad 

Dinajpur 

Bajshahye 

Kangpur 

f3SSL ::: ::: ::: 

Darjiling 


8,078 

8,436 

9,316 

6,726 

} 1,068 
965 
4,407 

6,677 

29,281 

1,446 

1,061 

886 

818 

1,682 

2 


7S4 
12,348 
21,630 
4,042 
( 607 

l 16 

829 

4,696 

70 

2,398 

8,368 

1,026 

207 

318 

743 

1,310 


Jalpigorl 

Dacca 

Pandpur 

Bakarg&nj 

Maim ansi oh 

Tipperah 

Chittagong 

Noakhah 

Shahabad 

B hagai pur 

Maldah 

Sant&l Pargan&t ... 
Tributary States, Orissa 

LohardagA 

Singbhum 

Mnnbhum ... ... 

Tributary States ... 


... 


16 

4,663 

967 

2,945 

20,166 

3,970 

3 

907 

71 

2,062 

8,820 

1,082 

950 

1,367 

4,031 

1,042 


*7,835 

2,272 

877 

14,782 

4,755 

9 

21 

7,016 

6'i7 

885 

489 

21 

1,675 
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M&l, a sub-caste of Bhuiyas 
in Singbhum ; a title of Kaibart- 
tas ; a section of the Maghayd 
sub-caste of Koiris and a section 
of Turis ; a sub-sept of the Saren 
sept of Santals. 

m\ or M&r, a sub-caste of 
Mauliks in Ghota Nagpur. 

M4I&, a title of Kap&lis and 
Kawdlis in Eastern Bengal. 

Mdlabhumid, a 6ub-caste of 
Muchis in Bengal. 



M&l&dh&rkh&ni, a mel or 
hypergamous sub-group of Bdrhi 
Brahmans in Bengal. 

Malar , a synonym for Kathak 
in Singbhum. 

Malar f a sept of Mundas and 
Gh&sis in Ghota Nagpur. 

Malauri&r, a pur or section of 
Sdkadwipi Brahmans in Behar. 

Mdldhid, a section of the Sdt- 
mulid Maghayfi, sub-caste of 
Kindus in Behar. 



Mai, Samartd Maid, Savar Pahdrid, Saurid , Sdmil Pahdrid , 
Asa l Pahdrid , Sangi, a Dravidian tribe of the 
rigm ' Rajmahal hills, closely akin to the Oraons, and 

probably an isolated branch of the large and widely diffused Savar 
tribe. The actual name of the tribe appears to be M&l, which is 
combined with the pronouns en , em , and d in order to form the 
present of the verb substantive. Thus M&len is the first person 
singular, I am a Mdl; MA1£, the tliird person singular; Malem, the 
first person plural ; and MAler (used in the spelling Malair by Lieu- 
tenant Shaw as the name of the tribe), the third person plural. The 
selection of Maid as the tribal name for the purpose of this work 
is therefore both arbitrary and incorrect, and can only be justified by 
the necessity of having some distinctive designation to mark off these 
Mdls from the M&l Pah&ri&s of the southern hills and from the 
Mai caste of Bengal. In respect of physical characteristics the M614 
represent the extreme type of the Dravidian race as we find it in 
Bengal. The nasal index measured on 100 men of the tribe yields 
an average of 94 5, which closely approaches the proportions ascer- 
tained for the Negro. The average stature is low, the complexion 
dark, and the figure short and sturdy. 

Owing to the rocky and forest-bound character of their country, 
and their incessant internal struggles, the Malls 
of the Rljmah&l hills maintained a virtual 
independence during the period of Musalm&n 
ascendancy in Bengal. It appears that, although they never com- 
pletely recognized the imperial authority, they had a rude indigenous 
system of government, which was worked in moderate accord with 
the zaminddrs of the low country bordering on the hills. The hills 
included in eaoh tappd or subordinate fisoal division were subject to 
one or more divisional headmen, called sardars , to whom the village 
headmen (mdajhis) were in their turn subordinate. The sardars , 
who were possibly more civilized than the rest of the tribe, reoeived 
from the zamindars allotments of land in the plains on jaglr or 
service tenures, in consideration of which they made themselves 
responsible for the prevention and detection of orime among the 
hill people. Besides this, the passes leading from the hills into 
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tho plain country were guarded by outposts of Mites, whose duty 
it was to stop any bodies of men from making raids upon the plains, 
and to give warning of an impending inroad. For further security, 
the zaminddrs themselves maintained at the foot of the hills a chain 
of chaukis or police outposts, which were independent of the Mile 

S iardians of the passes within the hills. Once every year, at the 
asahari festival, the divisional headman (sarddr) of each iappd 
came down to the plains with his subordinate manjhis, and there 
partook of a feast and received a turban at the zaminddr's expense, 
at the same time formally renewing his engagements to keep the 
peaoe within his jurisdiction. For a long time this system kept 
crime within bounds, and promoted good feeling between the Mites 
and the people of the low country; but about the middle of last 
century a snow of independence on the part of the hill people 
was treacherously resented by the zaminddrs , who took the oppor- 
tunity of the annual public feast to murder several of the village 
headmen. On this the Mal£s within the hills gave up the guardian- 
ship of the passes, and oommeneed a series of depredations, which 
were held in some check up to 1770 by the line of zamindari polioe 
posts without the hills. In that year, however, the famine which 
desolated the neighbouring districts pressed with peculiar severity 
upon the alluvial strip of oountry lying between the Rijmahil 
hills and the Ganges ; the police outposts were abandoned, and 
the plains thus lay at the mercy of the Mates, who, owing to their 
aboriginal practioe of living upon jungle foods, had escaped the 
extremity of distress. It was therefore in the years following the 
famine of 1770 that the raids of the hillmen upon the low country 
became most frequent and most systematic. Plunder no doubt was 
their main object, and the desire to revenge the treacherous murder 
of their headmen; but many of their inroads were in the fust 
instance instigated by the landholders, who were in the habit of offering 
the Mates a free passage through their own lands on condition that 
they ravaged those of the neighbouring zamindars. At any rate, the 
terror they occasioned was so widespread that the alluvial country 
was deserted by its cultivators ; no boat dare moor after dusk on the 
southern bank of the Ganges; and even the Government mail- 
runners, who in those days passed along the skirts of the hills, by 
way of R&jmahal and the Telii Garhi Pass, were frequently robbed 
and murdered at the foot of the hills. Up to 1778 the British 
Government, like the Muhammadans before them, made various 
attempts to suppress the Mates by military foroe. In 1772 a 
corps of light infantry, armed expressly for jungle fighting, was 
raised and placed under command oE Captain Brooke. But the 
Males never gave the troops a chanoe in the open country ; while 
in the tangled undergrowth of the hills firearms had no decided 
advantage over the strong bamboo bows and heavy poisoned arrows 
of the hillmen. Besides this, the absence of roads, the difficulty 
of keeping up supplies, and the fatally malarious climate of the 
Rijmahil jungles, made the permanent subjection of the Mites 
a hopeless undertaking for native troops. In 1778 Captain Brown, 
then commanding the corps of light infantry, submitted to 
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Government a scheme for the pacification of the hillmen, the essential 
elements of whioh were the following : — First, the sarddrs or divi- 
sional headmen of the Mdl£s were to be restored to their original 
position as chiefs of the tribe, receiving formal sanads of appoint- 
ment from Government, and in their turn entering into engagements, 
renewable annually, to perform certain specified duties. Similar 
engagements were to be taken from the mdnjhis or village head- 
men, binding them to obey the sarddrs in all matters laid down in 
the sanads. Second , those sarddrs whose tappds bordered upon the 
public road were to receive a fixed pecuniary allowance, nominally 
for the purpose of maintaining police to proteot the mail-runners, 
but in fact as a bribe to deter them from committing robberies them- 
selves. Third , all transactions with the hill people were to be 
carried on through their sarddrs and manjhis, but intercourse with 
the inhabitants of the plains was to be enoouraged by establishing 
markets on the outskirts of the hills. Fourth , the old chauki bandi 
or ohain of police outposts, which had been abandoned in 1770, was 
to be completely re-established and maintained by Government 
until the service lands attached to them had been brought under 
cultivation. But the control of these outposts was to be taken from 
the zaminddrs and made over to thanadars or polioe offioers appointed 
by Government, who were again to be subordinate to sazawals or 
divisional superintendents. This polioe force was further to be 
strengthened by conferring grants of lands below the hills on 
invalid sepoys, on the condition that they settled on their allotments 
and gave assistance in the event of a MA1£ inroad. The total 
annual expense of the scheme was estimated at £100. Early in 
1778 Captain Brown’s scheme was approved by Government ; and 
both the ohain of police posts below the hills and the system of 
allowances to the sarddrs on the public road were partially estab- 
lished before the end of the year. But in 1779 the hill country of 
RAjmah&l was transferred from Captain Brown’s jurisdiction, and it 
thus fell to Mr. Augustus Cleveland, who had been appointed 
Collector of Bh&galpur, to carry out the foregoing scheme. In the 
following year (1780) Mr. Cleveland reported that forty-seven hill 
chiefs had of their own will submitted to Government authority. 
With the view of retaining these men as loyal subjects he subse- 
quently proposed that a corps of hill archers, four hundred strong, 
should be enrolled from among the Miles and offioered by eight 
sarddrs or divisional headmen, under the command of the Collector 
of Bhigalpur. The officers were to be paid Rs. 5, and the common 
soldiers Rs. 3, per mensem. Every village headman, he suggested, 
should be called upon to furnish recruits to the corps, and should 
receive for this service an allowance of Rs. 2 a month. The yearly 
expense of this arrangement, including the cost of the purple jackets 
and turbans which were to form the uniform of the corps, was 
estimated by Mr. Cleveland at £3,2u0. Warren Hastings, who was 
then Governor-General, at first objeoted to the enrolment of the 
oorps of archers on the ground of this heavy expense, and sanctioned 
a scheme whioh Mr. Cleveland had proposed m the meantime, for 
granting pensions of Rs. 10 a month to all divisional headmen 
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(sarddrs) and of Rs. 5 a month to their ndlbs or deputies ; mdnjhis or 
village headmen were to receive no allowance at all. But towards 
the end of 1780 the enrolment of a oorps of archers was sanctioned, 
mainly in consequence of the Commander-in-Chief having expressed 
his approval of the scheme when passing through BhAgalpur on his 
way to the Upper Provinces. At the same time the fiscal divisions 
of AmbAr and SultAnAbad were transferred to Mr. Cleveland’s 
jurisdiction, it having been found that the chiefs of the southern 

{ >ortion of the RAjmahAl hills would not give in their allegiance as 
ong as they were exposed to continual inroads from the inhabitants 
of those parganas. Shortly afterwards, at the special request of the 
sarddrs and mdnjhis of BelpattA, that fiscal division was also placed 
under Mr. Cleveland, pensions being granted to the chiefs and 
recruits furnished for the hill archers. 

Not long after the enrolment of the hill archers an outbreak 
that occurred in the hills was quelled by them so effectively that a 
proposal by Mr. Cleveland that the corps should be drilled and armed 
like regular sepoys was readily sanctioned, and Lieutenant Shaw was 
appointed adjutant; the name of the corps being at the same time 
changed to “ The BhAgalpur Hill Rangers,” by which name they 
were known until disbanded on the reorganization of the Native 
army after the Mutiny in 1857. 

From the first enrolment of the hill archers petty offences com- 
mitted by the members of the corps were punished by a rude court- 
martial of the officers. In 1782, however, one of the archers 
murdered a MA1A woman, and in order to punish this, the first 
serious crime that had occurred, Mr. Cleveland proposed the forma- 
tion of a distinct tribunal, the j urisdiction of which should be limited 
to members of the corps. This, which was at first styled court- 
martial, and afterwards hill assembly, was to consist of three or 
more officers of the corps, the power of appointing and dissolving 
the court resting with Mr. Cleveland. Mr. Cleveland was also to 
approve of all sentences passed by the court, except when capital 
punishment was awarded. In that case an assembly of five or more 
hill chiefs ( sarddrs ) was to be convened, and a final decision to be 
passed in accordance with the opinion of the majority. Mr. Cleveland 
rurther proposed that offences committed by the inhabitants of the 
hills generally, with the exception of those who were enrolled in 
the corps of archers, should be withdrawn from the jurisdiction of 
the ordinary courts and placed under a tribunal of chiefs (sarddrs) 
presided over by himself. The entire scheme, both as regards the 
court-martial for the archers and the assembly of sardars for the 
hillmen generally, was approved by Government in April 1782. 
Shortly afterwards Mr. Cleveland reported that he had arranged 
for assemblies to be held twice a year, and gave the following 
account of the proceedings of the first trial : — “I have settled with 
the chiefs that they are regularly to assemble here twice a year for 
the purpose of trying all prisoners who may be brought before them ; 
and as particular cases occur which may require immediate inquiry, 
they have agreed to attend whenever I find it necessary to summon 
them. One assembly has been already held, at which 1 principal 
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chief (sarddr), 74 mdnjhis, and 120 common hill people were tried 
for plundering the pargand of Kharakpur of near nine hundred head 
of cattle. The trial lasted three days, and was conducted with as muoh 
ceremony and formality as the nature and disposition of the people 
would admit of. I have the pleasure to observe, however, that the chiefs 
appeared to conduct themselves throughout the trial with the greatest 
attention and impartiality, and the result of their proceedings, whioh 
I have confirmed, is as follows: — One principal chief, Bidji of 
Titorid, and one common hill man, Chandra of Pupat, to be hanged 
immediately; and the sentence was accordingly carried into execup 
tion this morning, in the presence of the corps of hill archers and 
all the principal hill chiefs and mdnjhis. One mdnjhi, Jarud of 
Tdtakpdrd, to Tbe hanged twenty days hence, unless the whole cattle 
plundered are delivered up in that time, in which oase he is to be 
pardoned. Seven mdnjhis to be confined for their lives, unless the 
whole of the cattle plundered are delivered up in twenty days, in 
which case they are to be pardoned. Sixty-five mdnjhis and 120 
common hill people acquitted.” 

The rules of Mr. Cleveland’s Hill Assembly were subsequently 
incorporated in Regulation I of 1796, which " provided that the 
Magistrate should commit all important cases to be tried before an 
assembly of hill chiefs. He was to attend the trial as superintending 
offioer, and confirm or modify the sentenoe, if not exceeding 
fourteen years’ imprisonment. Higher sentences were referred to 
the Nizimat Adalat, as the Supreme Criminal Court was then called. 
This unusual procedure was followed till 1827, when the law was 
repealed by Regulation I of that year ; the mountaineers were then 
declared amenable to the ordinary courts, but some of the hill mdnjhis 
were to sit with the Magistrate as assessors when he tried cases in 
whioh the hill men were concerned ; and the mdnjhis were also autho- 
rized to adjudicate summarily in disputes about land, succession, and 
claims to money when the value of the claim did not exceed one 
hundred rupees.” It appears that the Hill Assembly, when no longer 
kept together by the personal influence of Mr. Cleveland, became 
almost unmanageable. Considerable difficulty was experienced in 
getting the chiefs to meet at all ; and when present they would not 
attend to the proceedings of the court, while their sentences were 
hasty and capricious in the extreme. It was found, too, that even 
when the assemblies oouldbe induced to do their work, the power they 
had been entrusted with was too uncontrolled, and that the total per- 
sonal exemption of the Mal£s from the jurisdiction of the ordinary 
courts was a measure of doubtful policy, the more so as it seems to 
have been held that under Regulation 1 of 1796 the Magistrate had 
no power to try and punish M&l&s for petty offences on his own 
motion. Regulation I of 1827 has now been repealed by Act XXTX 
of 1871. 

In 1783, the year before his death, Mr. Cleveland proposed that 
the M&1& should be given extensive grants of waste land at the 
foot of the hills on the following terms : — (1) Every sarddr was to 
have a rent-free jdgir or service tenure, in perpetuity, of from 100 to 
300 bighds of land. (2) Any M414 of lower rank than a chief 
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might be allowed any quantity of land rent-free for ten years, it 
being liable to subsequent assessment at equitable rates. (3) In order 
to secure that the foregoing provisions should really oome into oper- 
ation, Mr. Cleveland suggested that all sardars and mdryhis holding 
pensions from Government should forfeit their pensions unless they 
settled in the plains within twelve months. It was hoped that by 
thus forcing the hill men to settle in the plains they would beoome 
civilized by intercourse with the lowlanders ; while as they learned 
more productive methods of agriculture it would be possible to make 
them contribute to the cost of administration. But the scheme was 
never carried out, and the immigration of Sant&ls from the west has 
now almost completely cut off the Males from close intercourse 
with the plains. In any case, it may be doubted whether they would 
have left their hill§ ; while from all that is known of the Oraons 
and other Dravidian races, Mr. Cleveland’s expectation that the Mal6s 
would take to manufactures appears to have been utterly unfounded. 

The traditions of the M &te are meagre. In Lieutenant Shaw’s 
well-known monograph on the tribe 1 publish- 
twm e( j * n 1795^ a 8 tory is told of seven brothers 

who were deputed by the rods to people the earth. A feast was 
made, and it was arranged that each brother was to take of such food 
as he liked and go to the land which he had chosen to dwell in. 
One took one thing and one another, and their ohoioe determined the 
caste of their descendants. From the brother who took goat’s flesh 
sprang the Hindus ; another who took flesh of all kiuds, but refused 
pork, became the father of the Mahomedans ; another chose pork, 
and from him are the Kiratis; another is the ancestor of the 
‘Kawdir’ (K&dar), and so on. Onlv the eldest brother, who was 
sick, got all sorts of food in an old dish. He was left in the hills as 
an outoast, and from him the Mate are descended. This myth is 
clearly only an echo of the similar story told by the Mundas and 
Hos. Both versions agree in their general tenor and in some of their 
details ; both must have arisen after the tribes had been for some time 
in contact with Hindus, and both, it may be added, find it necessary 
to provide a place for the English in their acoount of the making of 
mankind. 

All my correspondents agree in assuring me that the Mal4s 
y • . . . have no endogamous or exogamous subdivi- 

sion s, and that their marriages are regulated 
solely by the standard formula for reckoning prohibited degrees 
whioh is explained in the introduction. If this is oorreot, a point 
upon whioh I am not yet fully oonvinoed, the fact is remarkable. 
The M&tes have been less exposed to Hindu influences than their 
kinsmen, the Oraons, yet the latter retain a long list of exogamous 
totems, while the former have no exogamous groups at all, and in 
this respect are more modern than most Hindu castes. The question 
seems to me to call for further inquiry. One would wish to know 
whether the M&14 ever observed the characteristic Dravidian system 
of exogamy ; and if so, how it oame to fall into disuse. 



1 Asiatic Researches, vol. IY. 
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Free courtship is allowed, and girls are married, when of full 
M age, to men of their own choioe. Sexual inter- 

oourse before marriage is not reoognized in 
theory, but if an unmarried girl becomes pregnant a sacrifice is 
offered to atone for the indiscretion, and arrangements are made to 
get her married without delay. 

Marriage brokers ( sithu ) Eire employed to conduct the prelim- 
inary negotiations, and to settle the difficult question of the bride- 
price. When this has been satisfactorily arranged, an auspicious 
day is fixed, when the bridegroom goes with his friends to the bride’s 
house, taking with him a goat to furnish forth the wedding feast, 
and the bride-price, a portion of which is sometimes paid before- 
hand through the sithu . The parties are made to sit opposite each 
other, the bridegroom faoing east and the bride west, while her girl 
friends oomb and oil her hair. Then the father takes the bride by 
the hand and gives her to the bridegroom, pointing out that she is 
not halt, maimed or blind, and enjoining him to treat her kindly. 
This done, the sithu takes the bridegroom’s right hand, dips the 
little finger in sindur , and makes five dots with it on the girl’s fore- 
head, afterwards using her finger to perform the same office for the 
bridegroom. Guns are fired to mark the completion of this essential 
rite, and the married couple then eat together out of the same dish 
in symbol of their union. The proceedings are concluded by 
a feast. 



Divorce is permitted with the sanotion of the leading men of 
the village. If the husband demands a divoroe 
70m on the ground that his wife is barren, that 

she has committed adultery, or that she is inourably lazy, he is 
entitled to olaim a refund of the bride-price whioh he paid for her 
in the first instance. He forfeits this right if the reasons which 
he gives are deemed’ to he frivolous and insufficient. If the wife 
claims a divorce on whatever grounds, her family must refund the 
bride-pricf. The ritual observed consists in tearing a sal leaf or 
breaking a small branch or a piece of string in token of separation, 
and pouring a vessel of water over the woman’s head. Divorced 



women may marry again. 

The religion of the MAl^s is animism of the type oommon among 
Religion. Dravidian tribes. At the head of their system 

y stands the Sun called Dharmer Gosain, and 



represented by a roughly-hewn post set up in front of each house. 
He is worshipped with offerings of fowls, goats, sindur, and oil at the 
commencement of the harvest season, and at other times when 



any misfortune befalls the family. When people are gathered 
together for this purpose, the village headman, who aots as priest, 
goes round the congregation with an egg in his hand, and recites the 
names of certain spirits. He then throws away the egg, apparently 
as a propitiatory offering, and enjoins the spirits to hold aloof and 
abstain from troubling the sacrifice. Among the minor gods 
mentioned by Lieutenant Shaw, Raksi now appears as the tutelar 
deity of strong drink, who is worshipped by the headman of the 
village before beginning to distil liquor from the fresh mahua crop. 
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Aooording to Lieutenant Shaw, R&ksi is sought out when a man- 
eating tiger infests a village or a bad epidemic breaks out, and is 
worshipped in the form of a black stone set up under a tree and 
hedged round with Euphorbia plants. Chal or Ghalnad is a god 
presiding over a group of ten villages, and represented by a black 
stone set up under a mukmum tree. Goats and pigs are the 
animals usually offered to him, and the sacrifice of a cow, said by 
Lieutenant Shaw to be performed every three years, seems to have 
fallen into disuse. Pau-Gosain, the god of highways, lives under 
a bely karate, or mukmum tree. He is invoked by persons going on 
a journey. When Lieutenant Shaw wrote the offering was a cock. Now 
it is a white goat, and the sacrifice is said to be a very expensive one, 
by reason of the large amount of rice-beer — ten or twelve maunds — 
that must be offered to the god and drunk by his assembled votaries. 
The tutelary deity of the village, spoken of by Lieutenant Shaw under 
the name of Dwara Gosain, is now called Bara-Dw&ri, beoause he is 
supposed to live in a temple with twelve doors. The whole village 
worship him in the month of Magh. Colonel Dalton suggests that 
this god may perhaps be the same as the Oraon D&rd. Kid Gosain, 
4 the Geres of the mountaineers/ and Autga, the god of hunting, appear 
not to be known at the present day. Gumo Gosain, or the god of 
the pillar, is represented in every household by the wooden post 
(gumo) which supports the main rafters of the roof. On this the 
blood of a slain goat is sprinkled to propitiate the spirits of ancestors. 
The fact that this god is common to the Mal£s and M&l Paharids (see 
page 70 below), and is worshipped by both in the same way, seems to 
tell strongly in favour of the common origin of the two tribes. As 
in Lieutenant Shaw’s time, Chamda Gosain still ranks high among 
the tribe, and demands offerings on a larger scale than any other god. 
A sacrifice consisting of twelve pigs and twelve goats, with rice, 
oil and sindur in proportion, must put a severe strain on the resources 
of a Mdld villager* In order to commemorate the event, three 
bamboos decorated with streamers of bark painted black and red 
at the ends, the natural colour being left in the centre, are set 
up to represent Chamda Gosain in front of the house of the 
person who organizes the sacrifice. One bamboo has ninety stream- 
ers, another sixty, and the third twenty, and the poles are also 
decorated with peacock’s feathers. The night is spent in dancing, 
and in the morning sacrifices are offered in the house and in the 
fields for a blessing on the family and on the crops. The bamboos 
are then taken inside and suspended from the roof of the house to 
show that the owner has performed the full sacrifice. 

The question whether the Mdl4s have any functionaries who 
can properly be called priests is in some respects an obsoure one. 
According to Buchanan, they formerly had priests called Naiyas or 
Laiyas, a designation common enough in Western Bengal, but 
these, it is said, have now disappeared, and their functions have 
devolved upon the Demanos, who were originally only diviners 
selected for their supposed intimacy with the spirits, their capacity 
for going into trances, and so forth, these powers being in some 
mysterious way bound up with their long hair, which may on no 
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aooonnt be out. More reoent observers, however, assure me that 
the Dem&no merely directs religious and ceremonial observances, 
but does not himself officiate as priest. The duties of priest are 
discharged by the village headman or the chief member of the 
household, or by any influential person ohosen for the occasion, and 
the Dem&no is merely a spiritual director endowed with certain 
supernatural powers, such as that of discerning the causes of all 
diseases, so that when a man falls ill he can say whioh of the gods 
has afflicted him and what sort of sacrifice should be offered to 
bring about his reoovery. On the occasions when Ohamda Gosain 
and Gumu Gosain are worshipped, the Demano is deoorated with 
a neoklaoe of oowrie shells. No Demano may eat turmerio. Besides 
the Dem4no there is another rlass of divines called Cherin, whose 
duty is to select persons to officiate as priests. This he does by 
balancing a bow on his two hands and watching its oscillations, 
while he oalls out one by one the names of the persons present, the 
idea being that the god thus signifies from whose hands he wishes 
to receive the offering. The flesh of the animals offered in sacrifice 
is eaten by the male worshippers : women may not partake of it. 

As a rule the M&14 bury their dead, the corpse being laid on 

. ... . . a layer of bhelak leaves with the head pointing 

Disposal of the dead. tfae north> The bodies of those who 

died of snake-bite or have come to a violent end are exposed in the 
jungle. According to Colonel Dalton, the bodies of Dem&nos are 
dealt with in this fashion, on the ground that if they are buried 
in the village, their ghosts walk and cause annoyance to the living. 
On the fifth day after death a feast is given, to whioh all members 
of the family are invited. Six months or a year later a special cere- 
mony is held for the purpose of appeasing the spirit of the dead 
man. The chief part is played by the Dem&no, who represents the 
deceased, and is dressed so as to personate him as olosely as possible. 
In this character he demands clothes, ornaments, food and whatever 
the dead man was fond of in this life, the belief being that if 
they are given to the Dem&no, the spirit will in some unexplained 
fashion have the use of them in the world of the dead. When 
the Dem&no has got all that he asked for, he goes into a fit and 
remains insensible for some minutes, during which time he is sup- 
posed to be in communication with the spirit of the deceased. On 
his revival the company partake of a feast. 

The property left by the dead man cannot be divided until this 
second feast has taken place. According to Colonel Dalton, the 
eldest son takes half, and the remainder is equally divided among 
the agnates. Some say, however, that division among the sons takes 
place on a sort of diminishing scale according to order of birth, the 
eldest getting the largest share, the second less, and so on. 

The M&d£ villages are usually built on the summits of the range 
of hills occupied by the tribe. Their houses are 
M e o ymg. constructed of wattled bamboo, the interstices 
of which are filled with grass, no mud being used. They cultivate 
by burning the underwood and sowing seed m the ashes, a system 
usually known as jhum or parao , but by them oalled kale mandote , 
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or 1 jungle-burning. * Although addicted to this destructive method 
of agriculture, the M416 are great lovers of trees, which they plant 
freely on their village sites. In matters of diet they acknowledge 
none of the restrictions recognized by Hindus. They eat beef, 
pork, domestic fowls, all kinds of fish, and the leavings of people of 
other castes, and indulge freely in strong drink. 



Male Kumchh&, a thar or sept 
of Khambus in Darjiling. 

Malh&, a title of Kaibarttas 
in Orissa. 



Malh&n, a section of the 
Baranwar sub-caste of Baniyas 
in Behar. 

M&lh&tid, a mul or section of 
Kesarwani Baniyas in Behar. 



Malakbr, a caste employed in making garlands and 
„ . . providing flowers for the service of Hiudu 

tiono ongin. temples. In Bengal the caste is included 
among the Nava-Sakha, and its members profess to trace their descent 
from the garland maker attached to the household of Baja Kansa of 
MathurA, who, when met by Krishna, was asked for a ohaplet of 
flowers and at once gave it. On being told to fasten it with a string, 
he, for want of any other, took off his saored thread and tied it, on 
which Krishna most ungenerously rebuked him for his simplicity 
in parting with his paitd , and announced that for the future his 
caste would be ranked among the Sudras. Like others of the higher 
castes, the M&l&kdrs claim to have originally oome from Mathura in 
the reign of Jahangir. They are few in number, but in every Hindu 
village there is at least one representative, who provides daily 
offerings of flowers for the temples and marriage tiaras for the 
village maidens. 

They are divided into two main groups — the Phulk4tAM&li, 
_ . ... who make ornaments, toys, eto., from the pith 

e m s e uro. Q j ^he sol&, and the Dok&ne-M&li, who keep 
shops. The former group is again broken up into R&rhi, B&rendra, 
and Athghari&, the last of whom are supposed to be descended 
from eight families outcasted for some cause now forgotten. Their 
sections, which are shown in Appendix I, belong to the ordinary 
Brahmanical series, and are supplemented by the regular rules 
regarding prohibited degrees. In Dacca, according to Dr. Wise, the 
caste has only one gotra , Alamy&n, and two dah % or unions, between 
which there is no real difference. If, however, a member of one 
union marries into a family belonging to the other, the marriage 
feast will be more expensive than if he took a bride from his own, as 
he must invite the members of both dais to the ceremony. The 
bridal dresses must be made of red silk brought from Murshedabad, 
as cotton cloth is prohibited. The bride is always carried in a palki 
or palanquin, while the bridegroom rides on a pony or in a Sedan 
chair. Malis marry their daughters as infants, forbid widows to 
marry again, and do not recognize divoroe. If a wife is proved to 
be unfaithful, she is turned out of the caste, and her husband performs 
a sort of penance to purify himself from the slur of having associated 
with her. 
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The MiUk&rs are all Vaishnavas by creed, and it is said that 
. . none of them worship Siva. A Gos&in is their 

liglon * guru, while their Brahman is eommon to them 

and to the Nava-Sakha. 

44 AM4li will not cultivate with his own hands, and never works 
. as a kitchen-gardener, the gardeners of Bengal 

upation. being generally Chandals and Uriyas. Many 

M41is, however, hold land as occupancy raiyats, which they cultivate 
by means of hired labourers. In Dacca members of the caste keep 
shops for piece-goods, practise medioine, act as vaccinators, and 
take service in temples. Their principal occupations, however, are 
making wreaths, fabricating artifical ohaplets and toys from the pith 
of the sola ( Hedysarum lagenarium ). The garlands placed every 
morning before idols are collected and arranged by Malakars, who 
nevertheless refuse to paint figures, this being the profession of the 
Ganak and Rangrez. All the tinsel decorations put on the images 
and their carriages are designed by Malakars. At marriages their 
services are indispensable, for they prepare the crowns ( Mukuta ) 
worn by the bridal pair. Morover, no bride would oonsider the 
attire complete unless her hair was adorned with a Khopajura, or 
ornament ior the hair-knot, made with leaves of the jack-tree mixed 
with white Bela blossoms, while at one side of it they place a rose or 
some other bright flower. For the bouquet delivered on the bridal 
morning the M&ldk&r expects to be paid a rupee. 

“ The profession of a Malakar requires a considerable knowledge 
of flowers, for some are forbidden to be used in religious services 
and others can only be exhibited before the shrines of the deities 
to whom they belong. Thus the ‘Dhattira* is saored to Siva; 
the ‘ Apar&jitA 1 (Clitoria ternatea) to Kali; the 4 Bakas 1 ( Ju&ticia 
adhatoda) to Saraswati ; and the ‘ Asoka * (Jone«ia asoca) to Sashthi. 
The ‘Java’ (Hibiscus rosa Sinensis ) or China rose is of most 
unluoky omen, and can only be presented to K&li, but not to other 
idols, nor employed at weddings. 

44 Strong scented blossoms are selected for religious offerings, 
and these in Bengal are the 4 Champa ’ (Michelia Champaca ), 

‘ Charnel i 9 (Jasminum grandiflorum), 4 Jui ' (Jasminum auricu - 
latum), 4 Bela’ (Jasminum Zambac), 4 Gandhr£j 9 (Gardenia florida ), 
and the 4 H6rsingir' (Nyctanthes arbor tristis). 

44 Chaplets offered to idols must be tied with the dried fibres of 
the plantain stem, not with string, and if pioked and arranged by 
one not a MaUkar they are unclean. From sixteen to twenty-four 
annas a month are received by the garland-maker for providing 
a daily supply of flowers to a temple ; but, as with everything else, 
the price of bouquets has greatly risen, and a rupee only 
procures about half the quantity it formerly did. 

“One of the chief occupations of this caste is inoculating for 
small-pox and treating individuals attacked by any eruptive fever. 
Hindus believe that Sitala, the goddess of small-pox, is one of seven 
sisters, who are designated Motiya, Matariyi, Pakauriya, MasurikA, 
Chamariya, Khudwa, and Pansa. The first four are varieties of 
small-pox, the names referring to the form, size, and colour of 
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the pustules ; the fifth is Variola maligna ; the sixth is measles ; and 
the seventh is water-pox. Every MaUkir keeps images of one or 
more of these goddesses, and on the first of Chait (March 15th) a 
festival is held, and the M&lak&rs superintend the details. It is 
popularly called ‘ Malfbagh/ from the garden where the servioe is 
performed, and thither Hindus and Muhammadans repair with 
offerings of clotted milk, oocoanuts, and plantains in the hope of 
propitiating the dreaded sisters. 

“ When small-pox rages, the Malakars are busiest. As soon as 
the nature of the disease is determined, the Kabiraj retires and 
a Malakar is summoned. His first act is to forbid the introduction 
of meat, fish, and all food requiring oil or spices for its preparation. 
He then ties a lock of hair, a oowrie-shell, a piece of turmerio, and 
an article of gold on the right wrist of the patient. The sick person 
is then laid on the ‘ Majh-patta/ the young and unexpanded 
leaf of the plantain tree, and milk is prescribed as the sole article of 
food. He is fanned with a branch of the saored nlm , and any one 
entering the chamber is sprinkled with water. Should the fever 
beoome aggravated and delirium ensue, or if a child cries much and 
sleeps little, the Mali performs the Mata puj&. This consists in 
bathing the image of the goddess causing the disease and giving 
a draught of the water to drink. To relieve the irritation of the skin, 
pease-meal, turmerio, flour, or shell-sawdust is sprinkled over 
the body. 

“ If the eruption be oopious, a piece of new cloth in the figure of 
eight is wrapped round the ohest and shoulders. On the night 
between the seventh and eighth days of the eruption the Mali has 
muoh to do. He places a waterpot in the sick room, and puts on it 
alwa rice, a cocoanut, sugar, plantains, a yellow rag, flowers, and 
a few nim leaves. Having mumbled several mantras , he recites 
the kissa , or tale, of the particular goddess, which often occupies 



six hours. 

“ When the pustules are mature, the Mali dips a thorn of the 
karaunda (Caristta) in til oil, and punctures each one. The body 
is then anointed with oil, and cooling fruits given. When the scabs 
(dewli) have peeled off, another ceremonial, called ‘Godam,’ is 
gone through. All the offerings on the waterpot are rolled in a 
cloth and fastened round the waist of the patient. These offerings 
are the perquisite of the Mali, who also receives a fee. 

“ These minute, and to our ideas absurd, proceedings are 
practised by the Hindus and Muhammadans, including the bigoted 
Farazi, whenever small-pox or other eruptive fever attacks their 
families. Government vaccinators earn a considerable sum yearly 
by executing the Sitald worship, and when a child is vaccinated 
a portion of the service is performed.” 

The M&lis of Behar hold a respectable position among the castes 
of that province. They rank with KumMrs, 
itiis. Koiris, and Kahars, and Brahmans will take 
water from their hands. The main difference between them and the 
Bengal M&lis is that they praotioe widow-marriage, and do not take 
an extreme view of the necessity of getting their daughters married as 
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infants. With this exception, the aooount given above of the Bengal 
M&lis applies for the most part to the Behar members of the oaste. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
M&lis in 1872 and 1881 : — 



D18TBJCT. 


1872. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Bardwan 

Bankura 

Birbhum 

Midnapur 

Hugbli 

Howrah 

24-Parganis 

Nadiya 

Khulna 

Je>sore 

M Dished abad 

Dinajpur 

Kajshahye 

Rmgpur 

B'cia 

P.ibna 

I>arj 1 1 injj 

Jalpigon 

Kueh Behar 

Dacca 

Paridpur 

Bakarganj 

3Iaiimuisinh 

Tipperah 


8,876 

535 

686 

6.166 

} 2,662 

2,686 

2,980 

1,811 
2,483 
2,184 
' 462 
2,068 
1,075 
2,986 
143 
600 

*2,767 

1,8*7 

2,204 

11.886 

6,244 


2,171 
1,684 
2,225 
7,9*2 
( 2,469 

l 1,163 
2,390 
6,845 
2,176 
4,323 
3,613 
3,138 
890 
1,456 
864 
1,731 
220 
960 
2,166 
2,769 
2,310 
1,401 
2,379 
2,480 


Chittagong 

Noakhali 

Patna 

Gya 

Shahabad 

::: 

Saran 

Champaran ... 

Monghyr 

Bhagalpur 

Purniah 

Maldah 

SantAl Pargan&s 

Cuttack 

Puri 

Balasore 

Tributary States 

Hazaribagh 

Lobardagfi, ... 

Singbhum 

Manbhum 

Tributary States ... 


856 

339 

4,995 

8,577 

3,432 

} 16,222 

4,691 

4,974 

5,360 

2,877 

4,663 

567 

1,262 

3.346 

11,669 

1,305 

10,606 

1,556 

6,205 

34 

4,105 

224 


106 

37 

6,611 
7,671 
6,100 
s 11,543 
t 10,004 
6,909 
7,867 
6,249 
4,428 
25 
883 
8,728 
4, *93 
11,186 
1,690 
9,777 
2,765 
2,750 
2.369 
8,601 
452 



MAIi, a synonym for Bhuin- 
mdli; a sept of the Mai we Raj - 
puts in Chota Nagpur. 

Malik, a title of RAjputs, Telis 
and Dorns in Behar. 

M&lik, a title of Kandhs in 
Orissa. 

Malikaulid, a section of Bab- 
hans in Behar. 

MalitwAr, a section of B&b- 
hans in Behar. 

Malj&da, a bastard or son of 
a harlot. 



MAIkarnautii a mul or section 
of the S&tmulia or Kishnaut sub- 
caste of Go&las in Behar. 

M&lkas, a section of Osw&ls. 

Malkhajania , from malkhdjana , 
a payer of land revenue, a zemin- 
dar. 

M&lki&, a mul or section of 
the Satmulia or Kishnaut sub- 
caste of Grodl&s in Behar. 

Mai la, wrestler, a title of 
Khandaits in Orissa and of the 
Aguri or Ugrakshatri caste in 
Western Bengal. 

Mallabhumia, a sub-caste of 
Bauris in Western BengaL 



Mall&h, Ar., a sailor, a boatman, a generio term current in 
Behar and Bengal as the popular designation of various boating 
and fishing castes. Mr. Sherring notices this general use of the 
word, but adds that there is a speoial tribe of Mallahs divided into 
the following sub-castes:— (1) Mall&h, (2) Muria or Muri&ri, (3) 
Pandubi, (4) Bathawa or BadhariyS, (5) Chaini, Chain or Chai, 
(6) Sur£y£,(7)Guriy£, (8) Tiar, (9) Kulwantor Kulwat, (10) Kewat f 
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He also mentions the tradition that all these “ are desoended from 
a common father, by name NikhAd, but that tne Kewats alone were 
bora in lawful wedlock.” NikhAd is merely a variant for NishAd or 
Nishada, a Dra vidian tribe mentioned in the Rig- Veda, from whioh 
several of the fishing castes may possibly derive their origin. It is 
clear, however, that while the ten groups enumerated by Mr. Sherring 
may at one time have belonged to a single tribe, that tribe must have 
broken up some time before the Arabic word Mallah can have been 
current in India long enough to stand any ohance of being adopted 
as a tribal name. If, then, Mr. Sherring’s statement is correct, a 
point on whioh there is room for some difference of opiuion, it merely 
shows that a certain number of distinct fishing castes believe 
themselves once to have formed part of a larger group, to which they 
give the modern name MallAh, a foreign word denoting an occu- 
pation, not a caste, and throwing no light on the affinities of the 
people who use it. 

The castes to which the term Mallah is ordinarily applied in 
Bengal are the following : — Gonrhi, Chain, Bind, Kewat, Tiyar, 
Muriari, Surahiya, Malo, and J Aliy A Kaibartta. 



MallametiA, Mdtid , or Matial , 
a sub-caste of BAgdis in Bengal, 
by profession fishermen and 
earth-workers. 

Mallik, a sub-caste of MAls in 
Birbhum ; an honorary title of 
Brahmans, Dorns, Kayasths, Kai- 
barttas, and Subamabaniks in 
Bengal ; a section of the BiyAhut 
and KharidAhA KalwArs and of 
MAlis and Sonars in Behar. 



Malo, a sub-section of the 
Kautsasa seotion of Utkal Brah- 
mans. 

M&lo, a title of the class of 
RAjputs to whioh the Raja of 
Bishenpur claims to belong. It 
is a plausible oonjecture that this 
name, unheard of among ad- 
mitted RAjputs, may have arisen 
from the connexion of the Raja 
with the MAI tribe, who are 
numerous in Bankura. 



Malo-Patniy a Dravidian boating and fishing caste, 
. . . supposed by Buohanan to have come from 

Dterna. ' -ru ■ ure. Western Iudia. This opinion, however, is 

unsupported by any evidenoe beyond a resemblance of names, which 
may be either wholly accidental or may have arisen from the 
tribal name Malo being oonfounded with the Arabio word MallAh, 
‘a boatman.’ Dr. Wise considers the three fisher castes — the 
Kaibartta, Malo, and Tiyar — to be “ undoubtedly representatives of 
the pre-historic dwellers in the Gangetio delta. As a rule they are 
short and squat, of a dark-brown oolour, often verging upon black. 
Although Hindus by creed, they are fond of showy garments, of 
earrings, and of long hair, which is either allowed to hang down in 
glossy curls on their shoulders or fastened in a knot at the back of the 
head. The whiskers and moustaches are thin and scrubby, the lips 
often thick and prominent, the nose short with the nostrils expanded. 
The physiognomy indicates good temper, seusuality, and melanoholy 
rather than intelligence and shrewdness.” The sections of the Malos, 
shown in Appendix I, seem on the whole to bear out the view that 
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they are the remnant of a distinct aboriginal tribe, and not merely 
an occupational group. These sections are peouliar to the Malos, 
and do not appear to have been borrowed from any other caste. 
I am unable to analyse them completely, but I venture the conjecture 
that some of them are totemistio, the totems being the rivers, which 
the Malos regularly worship. There are no sub-castes. The Raj- 
bansi, which some authorities are disposed to regard as a sub-caste of 
the Malo, are clearly Kochh, who have taken to fishing, while the 
Kitaror Bepiri Milo, who deal in. but do not oatoh, fish, and derive 
their name from their practice of cutting up their wares and selling 
them by weight, are Muhammadans in no way connected with the 
Malo caste. 

The rule of exogamy is in full force among the Malo. A man 
may not marry a woman of his own section or 
armg0# of the section to whioh his mother belongs. 

For the rest, marriage is regulated by counting degrees down to seven 
generations in the descending line. Females are married as infants. 
A price is paid for the bride, whioh of late years has risen to the 
large sum of Bs. 100. The ceremony is of the orthodox type, the 
giving of the bride and the bridegroom’s formal acoeptanoe of the 
gift being the essential and binding portion of the rite. Polygamy 
is permitted in theory, and a man may marry two sisters, provided 
that he takes the eldest first. In practice, however, - 1 understand it 
is unusual to marry a second wife unless the first proves barren. 
Widows may not marry again, nor is divorce permitted. A woman 
taken in adultery is abandoned by her husband and turned out of 
the caste. 

Malos as a rule belong to the Yaishnava sect. Their purohit 
is a Patit Brahman, and their guru a Gosain. 

Igl0n ' Special reverence is paid by them to the great 

rivers on whioh they live, and these, together with their boats and 
nets, have their regular seasons of worship. Khala-Kumari is 
worshipped in Sravan (July- August), offerings are made to Bura- 
Buri in fulfilment of vows, and lights are launohed on the water in 
honour of Khwaja Khizr. 

The dead are usually burned on the bank of a river, and the 
...... ashes cast into the water. Srdddh is performed 

sposa oe on thirty-first day after death, then once 

a month for a year, and again on the first anniversary of the death. 
Usually, however, the monthly srdddhs are lumped together towards 
the dose of the year. In the case of persons who die a violent death, 
the first srdddh is performed on the fourth day, and a final srdddh on 
the thirty-first day. 

Although the social rank of the Milos is low, and Brahmans 

« . . will not take water from their hands, the Nipit 

Social status. ^ ^ uguaUy wQrk {qt them# They m 

on good terms with the Tiyar and Kaibartta, and members of the 
three castes will even smoke together. The Malo, however, says 
Dr. Wise, “ is the lowest in rank, while the Kaibartta and Tiyar still 
dispute about their relative positions. The Kaibartta, again, is more 
thoroughly Hinduised than either of the other two. A ridiculous 
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distindtion is always cited in proof of the inferior rank of the Malo. 
The Kaibartta and Tiyar in netting always pass the netting needle 
from above downwards, working from left to right; while the Malo 

I asses it from below upwards, forming his meshes from right to left 
t is remarkable that the same difference is adduced by the Behar 
fisherman as a proof of the degraded rank of the Banpar.” The 
only titles met with among Milos are Minjhi, P&tra, and Bep&ri, 
while among other fisher castes no honorary distinctions exist. 
Under the Muhamadan Government they served as boatmen, 
chaprisis, mace-bearers (asabardir), and staff-bearers (sonte-bardir) 
in prooessions. They were also employed in conveying treasure from 
Dacca to Murshedaoad, while a tradition still survives that early in 
this oentury two of their number became great favourites with Nawab 
Nasrat Jang, who presented them with golden spinning wheels for 
their wives’ use. The Malos therefore extol the golden age that has 
passed, and inveigh against the equality and degeneracy of the present. 
M&los generally use a shorter Jalk4 boat than the Tiyars, but 
when they fish with the long Uthar net they 
ccupation. fasten two boats stem to stem. Like the 

Kaibartta, the M&lo is often a cultivator, and in Bhowal he has been 
obliged by changes in the course and depth of the rivers to relinquish 
his caste trade. M4los manufacture twine, but not rope, and traffio in 
grain, while those who have saved a little money keep grocer’s shops 
or become fishmongers. Mdlo women sell fish in the baznrs, but in 
some places this praotice is considered derogatory to their gentility 
and is prohibited. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
Mdlos in 1872 and 1881 



District. 


1872. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Bard wan 

Bankura 

Birbhum 

Midnapur 

Hughh 

Howrah 

24-Parganis 

Nadiya 

Khulna 

Jesaore 

Murshedabad 

Dinaipur ... 

Rajshahye 

Rangpur ... 

Bogra ... . m ... ... 

Pabna ... ... ... ... 

Darjiling 

Jalpigon ... 

Kuoh Behar ... 

Dacca 

Faridpur 


9,888 

6,933 

586 

39,804 

} 1,820 

2,383 

13,311 

12,fi00 

7,386 

1.203 

1,768 

1,892 

3,637 

16,490 

26 

251 

‘*6,437 

6,033 


454 

22,079 
3,158 
40,236 
f 2,097 
l 657 

1,542 
10,672 
3,390 
10,765 
7,598 
1,222 
1,484 
1,148 
1,120 
6,566 
1,175 
3 
133 
1,949 
2,389 


Bakarganj 

Maimansinh 

Tipperah 

Chittagong 

Noakhali ... 

Patna ... ... 

Gya 

Shahabad 

::: 

Saran 

Charoparan 

Mongnyr 

Bhagalpur 

Purnian 

Maldah 

Sant&l Pargan&s 

Hazaribagh 

Lohardag4 

Singbhum 

Manbhum 


1,751 
13,999 
2,600 
525 
110 
17,559 
11,518 
15,267 
] 159,730 

21,849 

45,531 

13,996 

11,754 

21,016 

1,656 

1,865 

1,466 

7,250 

1,671 


989 

11,454 

1,720 

31 

19,099 
11,906 
14,943 
f 89,273 
1 115,217 
22,599 
65,222 
21,850 
181891 
27,570 
4,281 
2,889 
8.475 
10,924 
443 
1,918 



Mdlo-Patni, a synonym for M41o. • 

a Dravidian tribe inhabiting the Rdmgarh 
. Hills in the Santdl Parganas, who until recently 

rigin * lived by hunting and jhum or kardo cultiva- 

tion Their tribal affinities are extremely obscure, and have formed 
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the subject of some discussion. Buchanan 1 gives the following 
account of them: — “The northern tribe 2 consider their southern 
neighbours as brethren, and call them Maler , 3 the name whioh they 
give themselves ; but the southern tribe, shocked at the impurity of 
the others, deny this consanguinity, and most usually oall the northern 
tribe Chet, while they assume to themselves the denomination of MAI 
or MAr, which, however, is probably a word of the same derivation 
with Maler. The MSI, however, divide themselves into three tribes — 
KumArpali, DAngrpali, and MArpali; and they often call the 
northern mountaineers Sumarpali, thus, as it were, acknowledging 
a common origin, which I have little doubt is the fact. The manners 
and language of the three southern Pali are the same, and they 
speak a very impure dialect of the Bengalese. The three Pali 
were originally local distinctions, but nqw all live intermixed, have 
exactly the same customs and language, and intermarry but there 
are five real hereditary distinctions, whioh descend in the male 
line. The highest rank consists of the Rajas or ohiefs and their 
descendants, all of whom are called Singhas or lions. Next to 
these are certain families that were at one time rich, and are 
called Ghrihi. They assisted their poorer brethren with loans, and 
seem to have been a kind of bankers, like the Yaisyas of the Hindus. 
They never seem to have held any offioe in the State. The third in 
rank were the Manjhis or chiefs of villages, and none but persons of 
this rank were ever permitted to hold this offioe. The persons of 
the Ahriti or fourth class were by birth hunters, and at first in all 
probability were the lower and labouring olass, like the Sudras of 
the Hindus ; for what is now considered as the lowest and fifth olass 
is composed of the Naiyas, who are allowed to have originally 
been the priests, but have been totally discarded from that offioe.” 
Against Dr. Buchanan’s description of the MAI PahAriAs as a 
Hinduised branch of the Maler, we have to set Colonel Dalton’s 
opinions 4 that the former tribe “ appear to be altogether unconnected 
with the RAjmahAl hillmen, ” and Mr. Ball’s statement, 5 based 
upon personal observation, that the MAI PahAriAs “ are altogether 
distinct in appearance, oustoms, and language from the Asal PahAriAs, 
who occupy the RAjmahAl hills proper.” It should be observed, 
however, that even in Dr. Buchanan’s time (1807-1814) a widebreaoh 
had been established between the two groups, and the southern 
PahAriAs at least strenuously disowned all kinship with the northern. 
Sixty years later the breach must have been greatly widened by the 
MAI PahAriAs continually adopting Hindu oustoms, while the Mates 
seem to have stubbornly resisted all impulses in that direction, and 
this movement may possibly account for the impression formed by 
Mr. BalL On the question of language the evidenoe seems to be 
inconclusive. Colonel Dalton gives a very meagre list of words 
obtained by Dr. Coates from a MAI PahAriA prisoner in the HazAri- 
bAgh Central jail. On this he observes:— “I cannot say I have 



1 Eastern India , ii, 126. 8 Mater is the plural of Mal6. 

8 The Mates of Bajmahal. 4 Ethnology of Bengal , p. 274 



8 Jungle Life in India, p. 229. 
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found in it analogues sufficient to justify its association with the 
Dravidian dialects, but it is equally unlike Kol.” 1 A comparison 
of the list with Mr. Droese’s Malto Vocabulary shows, however, that 
some slight correspondence may be traced between the language of 
the Male and the mongrel dialect spoken by the MAI PahAriAs* 
Thus, chapia , ‘the foot’; Malto, sole of the foot: ekore , ‘to go’; 
Malto, eke : tindidnd , ‘ to eat,’ seems to be a causal formed in Hindi 
fashion from the Malto tinde, ‘ to feed : ’ maler , ‘ a man,’ is the 
nominative plural of male : bather , ‘ a woman,’ and bather , ‘ a 
daughter,’ are curiously like the Malto batg> ‘ virginal,’ and bdtgni , 
‘a maiden’: chichu is the Malto word for fire: dmma is not far 
removed from amu, the Malto for water : chiore 9 ‘ to give,’ appears 
to be from the same root as chiye: malaga 9 ‘no,’ merely adds a 
syllable to the Malto mala : and hikrd, ‘ a cock,’ may perhaps be 
connected with the Malto kukre, ‘ to cry out.’ These slight resem- 
blances of course fall far short of establishing the identity of the 
two tribes, but they tend on the whole to show that Buchanan’s 
opinion is not so dearly untenable as has been sometimes supposed 
to be the case. Mr. Droese, with whom I discussed the subject some 
years ago, considered the two tribes to be of common origin. This 
view is borne out by the fact that they understand one another’s 
language readily, though they assert that the dialects are different ; 
as well as by the identity of their ancestral worship, a point in which 
all races display a remarkably conservative spirit. As for the anta- 
gonism which at present prevails between the north and south 
PahAriAs, it is only another instanoe of what has been commonly 
observed in Chota Nagpur, that two sections of the same tribe 
which in any way happen to become separated are often far more 
strongly opposed to one another than if they had been originally 
distinct trines. 

The MAI PahAriAs are divided into two sub-tribes — MAI PahAriA 



_ ... proper and KumAr or Komar-BhAg. The 

0 ur * latter group, which corresponds with Buchanan’s 
KumArpali, is the more Hinduised of the two. The septs are given 
in Appendix I. They appear to be identical with Buchanan’s 
“ hereditary distinctions.” He would doubtless have discovered the 



fact that they are exogamous had the subject of exogamy attracted 
any attention at the time when he wrote. Their names are 
apparently titular, and throw no light upon the affinities of the 
tribe. The MAI PahAriAs also observe a table of prohibited degrees, 
which differs little from that defined by the standard formula 
referred to in the artiole on Bais. They have no traditions worth 



mentioning, except a vague legend that their first parents were bom 
from a cow. The same story is told of the ancestor of the Pachete 
family in Manbhum, whose estate borders on the country where 
the MAI PahAriAs are now found. It is possible, indeed, that the 
Pachete BAj may in early times have extended further to the east, 
and that the head of that house may have been the Baja of whom 
Buchanan speaks as having formerly appointed from among the MAI 
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Pah&ri&s a dewan, a faujd&r to oommand in predatory expeditions, 
and the m&njhis or headmen of villages. This, however, is the 



however, is the 



C t conjecture. The tendency to borrow a myth current in a 
olding family may be frequently observed in Ohota Nagpur. 
Marriage is either infant or adult. Girls are rarely married 
M . before the age of ten or eleven, and usually 

amag0 ’ not until they are fully grown up. In the 

latter case sexual intercourse before marriage is tacitly recognized, 
it being understood that if an unmarried girl beoomes pregnant 
her lover will oome forward and marry her. A professional match- 
maker (sithu) is usually employed by the bride groom’s people to 
searoh for a suitable wife. When his selection has been made, a 
visit of inspection is paid by the parents; and if the proposed 
bride is approved of, the price to be paid for her is settled by 
personal discussion. Custom ordains that the amount shall be an 
odd number of rupees, not less than five, nor more than twenty-five. 
It must be paid either in a lump sum or by instalments before the 
marriage can be celebrated. On the occasion of the final payment 
the bridegroom’s parents send by the sithu some bajra beer and 
a 8dri for the bride, which is made over to her maternal unole 
to be kept till the day of the wedding. Particular inquiries were 
made regarding the reason for thus selecting the maternal uncle as 
a sort of trustee for the bride’s peculium, but no definite result was 



arrived at; and this usage, undoubtedly one of great antiquity, seems 
only to be explicable as a survival of female kinship, a system of 
which no other traces are met with in the tribe. Shortly after the 
bride-price has been paid, the sithu is again sent to the bride’s house, 
this tune bearing an arrow wound round with yellow thread tied in 
as many knots as there are days to the date proposed for the wedding. 
The bride’s people make their preparations aooordingly, undoing 
a knot as eaoh day passes. On the day before the bridegroom arrives 
and is lodged near the bride’s house. Early next morning a big feast 
is given, after which the bridegroom takes his seat facing the east 
in a sort of arbour of sal branches built for the purpose. Here he 
is joined by the bride, dressed, like him, in a new ootton wrapper 
dyed yellow with turmerio, who sits besides him while the maidens 
of his company oomb out her hair. A sdl leaf oup is offered to 
the bridegroom, containing red lead, which he daubs on the bride’s 
forehead and the parting of her hair. . The girls who oombed the 
bride’s hair take her hand, dip a finger into the red lead, and make 
seven spots on the bridegroom’s forehead. This final and binding rite 
is received with a shout of applause, which is the signal for the Dom 
musicians in attendance to beat the drums for a dance. Towards 



evening the wedded pair go off to the bridegroom’s house, where 
the whole party spend the night in dancing and drinking. Poly- 
gamy is permitted, and, in theory at least, there are no restrictions 
on the number of wives a man may have. Praotically, however, 
the poverty of the tribe and their hand-to-mouth fashion of living 
set strict limits to the exercise of this right, and few Pahdrids 
indulge themselves with the luxury of a seoond wife, except when 
the first happens to be barren. A man may marry two sisters, but 
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he must follow the order of age, and if already married to a 
younger sister, may not take an elder sister to wife. 

A widow may marry again. She is expected to marry her 
late husband’s younger brother if there is one ; but if he does not 
wish to marry her, any member of the caste not barred by the 
prohibited degrees may have her on paying a bride-prioe of Rs. 2 
to her late husband’s relatives. No ceremony is required, nor is 
stndur used. The husband merely gives the woman a new cloth 
and takes her to his house. A wife may be divoroed with the 
sanction of the caste oouncil or panchdyat for adultery or persistent 
and incurable ill-temper. As a rule arrangements of this sort 
are effected by mutual consent, the parties tearing a sdl leaf in two 
before the panch&yat as a symbol of separation. The seducer of 
a married woman is required to repay to her husband the sum 
which she cost him as a virgin. Divorced wives may marry 
again in the same manner as widows, and for the same bride- 
prioe, which is paid to their own, not to their late husband’s 
relations. 

At the head of the PahAriA religion stands the sun, to whom 
. reverential obeisance is made morning and 

Ugl01L evening. On occasional Sundays a special 
worship is performed by the head of the family, who must prepare 
himself for the rite by eating no salt on the previous Friday and 
fasting all Saturday, with the exception of a light meal of molasses 
and milk, taken at sunset after bathing. Before sunrise on Sunday 
morning a new earthen vessel, a new basket, some rice, oil, areca 
nuts, and vermilion, and a brass lota of water with a mango branch 
stuck in it, are laid out on a clean space of ground in front of the 
house. The worshipper shows these offerings to the rising sun and 
prays, addressing the luminary as ‘ Gosain, ’ that he and his family 
may be saved from any specific danger or trouble that is supposed to 
threaten them. The rioe is then given to a goat, which is decapi- 
tated while eating by a single blow from behind. The body of the 
animal is then cooked and served up at a feast, of which the neigh- 
bours partake; the head alone, which is deemed prasdd , or sacred, 
being carefully reserved for the members of the family. Next in 
honour to the sun are Dhart i MAi , mother earth ; her servant, or as some 
say sister, Gardmi ; and Singhb&hini, who bears rule over tigers, 
snakes, scorpions, and all manner of noxious beasts. To the earth 
goats, pigs, fowls, etc., are offered in Ashar and Magh, and buffaloes 
or goats are sacrificed about the time of the Hindu Durga PujA to the 
goddess SinghbAhini, who is represented for sacrificial purposes by 
a lump of clay daubed with vermilion and oil and set up in front 
of the worshipper’s house. The village MAnjhi officiates as priest. 
The MAgh worship of Dharti Mai is clearly the festival described by 
Colonel Dalton under the name Bhuindeb, the earth god. 1 

“The MAls plant in their dancing place two branches of the 
sAl tree, and for three days they dance round these branohes, after 
which they are removed and thrown into a river, which reminds one of 



1 Ethnology of Bengal , p. 274. 
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the Karma festivals as solemnised by the Oraons and Kols in Chota 
Nagpur. On this occasion the men and women dance vis-d-vis to 
each other, the musicians keeping between. The men dance holding 
each other above their elbows, the left hand of one holding the 
right elbow of the other, whose right hand again holds the left 
elbow of the arm that has seized him. The fore-arms touching are 
held stiffly out and swayed up and down. They move sideways, 
advance, and retire, sometimes bending low, sometimes ereot. The 
women hold each other by the palms, interlacing the fingers, left 
palm upon right palm, and left and right fore-arms touching. They 
move like the men.” 

Two curious points may be added. The man at whose instance 
or for whose benefit the oeremony is performed must sleep the night 
before on a bed of straw ; and the dancing party, who are greatly 
excited with drink, shout continually bur, bur {jpudendum muliebre ), 
a mode of invocation believed to be especially acceptable to the 
goddess. In this somewhat indelioate cry we may perhaps see a 
barbarous and undraped reference to the vis genetrix natures so 
prominent in many early forms of belief. 

Besides these greater elemental deities, the Mil Pah£ri6s recog- 
nize and propitiate a number of vaguely-defined animistic powers, 
chief among whom is Chordanu, a malevolent spirit, needing to be 
appeased at oertain intervals with sacrifices and the first fruits of 
whatever crop is on the ground. To the same class belongs MaM- 
d&nd, for whom eggs are the appropriate offering. Among the 
standard Hindu deities Kali and Lakhi Mai (Lakshmi) are honoured 
with sparing and infrequent worship, the offerings in this case being 
the perquisite of the village headmen. 

Ancestor worship is in full foroe, and the sacra privata of a 
Mil Pahiria household correspond precisely with those observed by 
the Mili tribe. The Lares are known to both by the familiar term 



Qumo Gosain or Deota, the gods of the wooden pillar ( Qumo ), 1 
whioh supports the main rafters of the house. Around this centre 
are grouped a number of balls of hardened olay, representing the 
ancestors of the family, to whom the first fruits of the earth are 
offered, and the blood of goats or fowls poured forth at the foot of 
the pillar that the souls may not hunger in the world of the dead. 
As every household is guarded by its anoestral gods, so every 
village has a tutelary deity of its own — Larem agri custodem, who 
lives in a sal tree within the village. This tree is daubed with red 
lead and worshipped on certain occasions, and may on no account be 
cut down. The tribe have no priests, and the head of the household 
or village, as the case may be, performs all religious and ceremonial 
observances. Brahmans, however, are to some extent held in honour, 
and presents are given to them on festal occasions. 

The dead are usually burned, and a pieoe of bone is saved from 
_ . _ _ _ the flames to be thrown into a river or a deep 

Disposal o o tank th e waters of which do not run dry. The 

relatives are deemed impure, and may not eat salt for five days. At 



1 The word is Malto. 
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the end of that time they are shaved, and partake of a feast provided 
by the eldest son. The funeral expenses are a first charge on the 
estate, and after these have been paid the balanoe is equally divided 
among the sons, daughters getting no share. Very poor persons, 
who cannot afford to give a feast, bury their dead in a recumbent 

E osition with the head towards the south, and give nothing but a 
ttle salt and meal ( sattu ) to the friends who attend the funeral. 
In Buchanan’s time it was the universal custom to bury the dead on 
the day of death. No srdddh is performed by the MAI PahAriAs 
proper, but some of the wealthier members of the EumAr BhAg sub- 
tribe are beginning to adopt a meagre form of this oeremony in 
imitation of their Hindu neighbours. 

The tribe believe jhum tillage and hunting to be their 
original occupations, and a large proportion 
upa on. 0 f the tribe still adhere to these primitive 
modes of livelihood. Their system of jhum cultivation is thus 
described by Buchanan : — “ On the hills the bari is neither ploughed 
nor hoed. The men cut the trees and burn them, and the women 
sow the seed. In the first year they scatter over the surfaoe 
seed of the kinds of millet called kheri and kangni , and with a 
stick pointed with iron (khanta) form small holes, in whioh they 
drop seed of maize, janird y and a pulse oalled bora or kalai. In the 
second year they plant only maize and janirdP By the third year 
the land is worked out, and the cultivator must seek a fresh patch 
of jungle for his operations. A large tract of hill land is therefore 
required to keep a PahAriA village gomg. Buohanan observed that 
although their progress in agriculture was greater than that of their 
northern neighbours, their huts were much more wretched and dirty, 
their olothing more scanty, and their women less cleanly and worse 
provided with ornaments. In bad seasons they supplement their 
scanty food-supply with jungle roots and herbs, of which, like the 
Sikkim Lepohas, they have a minute empirical knowledge. Of late 
years many have taken to plough cultivation at the foot of the hills, 
where they hold land as occupanoy raiyats at the rents fixed in the 
current settlement. Standing as they do wholly outside the regular 
caste system, they oan hardly be said to have any social status in the 
ordinary sense of that phrase. From the Hindu point of view their 
diet is certainly unolean, for pork, fowls, and all kinds of fish are 
deemed lawful food; but the {west of their abstaining from beef, 
snakes, lizards, and field-rats would probably lead the average 
Hindu to regard them as a shade purer than the MAlAs and their 
congeners the Oraons. 



MAI PahAriA proper, a sub- 
tribe of MAI PahAriAs in the 
SantAl ParganAs. 

MAIpAni, a section of Mahesris 
in Behar, 

Malta, a sept of Chiks in 
Chota Nagpur. 



MaluA, Malua y a sub-caste of 
Bauris in Western Bengal whose 
original residence is said to have 
been Manbhum ; a section of 
Chiks or PAns in Chota Nagpur; 
a sub-tribe of Kandhs in Onssa. 

MAluA or ManuA f a sub-oaste 
of KarangAs in Western Bengal. 



s 
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Malwar, a olass of braziers who 
make kharu and other brass 
ornaments for the hand. 

Malwe or M&r-R&jput, a 
sub-tribe of RAjputs in Chota 
Nagpur. 

M£n, a title of Bangaja 
EAyasths in Bengal. 

Mana, a title of Dakshin- 
Rdrhi and Bangaja Eiyasths. 

Mananman&ras, a mu! or sec- 
tion of the Chhamulia Madhesid 
sub-caste of HalwAis in Behar. 

Mandr, a title of Oheros in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Manarii, a section of BAb- 
hans in Behar. 

ManchhihS, Manchid, a kul 
or section of BAbhans in Behar. 

Mdnddi , a synonym for Kochh. 

Mandal, (i) a headman of a 
village ; (ii) a title of Eaibarttas, 
Chandals, GoAlAs, Souris, Sad- 
gops, Telis, Tantis, and BAuris ; 
of NApits, Eurmis, EapAlis, Pods, 
Santals, and Subarnabaniks ; (iii) 
a sub-caste of DhAnuks in Pur- 
niah. Some Brahmans in Bankura 
bear the title; of RAjputs in 
Behar; a title of Khambus in 
Darjiling. 

Mandap, a section of Eum- 
hArs in Singbhum. 

Mandar t probably a variant 
of Mandal, a title of cultivating 
Dhinuks ; a pangat or section 
of Dosadhs and Eadars ; a title 
of the ChAb and Eurin sub- 
castes of Gonrhis ; a title of the 
Ma^hayA sub-caste of Eoiris and 
Telis ; a section of the ChaubhAn 
sub-caste of Nuniyas and of Sunris 
and Ehatwes in Behar ; a section 



of the EanaujiA sub-caste of 
Guilds and a title of Eishnaut 
GoAlAs in Behar ; a title of 
GangotAs and Eewats and of 
EharwArs in LohardagA. 

MandarAnA, a sub-caste of 
Sutradhars in Western Bengal. 

MandArane, a sub-caste of 
8unris in Western Bengal. 

Mandari, a title of Hindu 
JolAhas in Behar. 

MAndAronA* a group of the 
Aswini T Antis and of DwAdas 
Telis in Bengal; a sub-caste of 
Dorns in Bengal. 

Mind hay A f a section of GoA- 
14s in the North-Western Prov- 
inces and Behar. 

MAndiAr, a sept of BA j puts in 
Behar. 

MandilwAr, a section of the 
Amashta sub-caste of EAyasths 
in Behar. 

Manding, man y medicine, a 
praotiser of medicine, a sub-sept 
of the Nah-pA sept of Sherpa 
Bhotias. 

MandrA, a section of BAbhans 
in Behar. 

Mandri, a section of the EAria r 
caste in Behar. 

Mandriar, a section of 
Mahilis in Chota Nagpur. 

Mandus, a title of GanjwAr 
Sunris in Behar. 

Manem-ma, a sept of the 
PhAgu sub-tribe of Takhas in 
Darjiling. 

Maner t a section of the SAt- 
muliA Maghaya sub-caste of 
EAndus in Behar. 
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Marie rar, a section of Awa- 
dhia Hajjdms in Behar. 

Manerid, a sectiou of the 
Biy&hut and Kharidaha Kalwdrs 
in Behar. 

M&ngaf, a section of the Biy&- 
hut and Kharid&h& Kalw&rs in 
Behar. 



Mangal, a section of the Agar- 
wila caste in Behar. 

Mangar f crocodile, a totem- 
istic section of Kurmis in 
Chota Nagpur and Orissa ; a 
section of Binjhi&s in Chota 
Nagpur. 



Origin 

structure. 



and internal 



Magar , Than j/, one of the fighting tribes of Nepal, 
belonging, with the Gurung Khas and Sunu- 
war, to the Mukhya group, and highly esteemed 
for their military qualities. The Mangars 
believe their original habitat to have been the valley of Dhoreh 
on the banks of the Karnali-Bheri river in Western Nepal : 
thence they spread to Likhukhola, and thus gradually made their 
way into Eastern Nepal. The internal structure of the tribe, so far 
as I have been able to ascertain it, is shown in tabular form in 
Appendix I. The subject, however, is an extremely obscure one, and 
I am not yet in a position to throw much light upon it. There are 
four sub-tribes — Ath&rah Panth, Burathoki, Gharti, and Sakhali. 
The Gharti are probably descended from emancipated slaves (see 
article Gharti); the origin of the rest is uncertain. The exogamous 
septs are very numerous, and the list given in Appendix I contains 
many names of the territorial type oommon in India along with 
others whioh seem to be nioknames of the founders of septs, such as 
are found among the Tibetans and Limbus. Judged by their 
physical characteristics, the Mangars must be olassed as Mongoloid, 
their naso-malar index being slightly lower than that of the Tibetans, 
while their oomplexion, eyelids, stature and the general out of 
their features stamp them as a cross in which the Mongolian 
element on the whole predominates. The septs are exogamous, 
the rule being that a man may not marry a woman of his own sept. 
There seem to be no rules excluding more than one sept in marriage. 
Prohibited degrees are reokoned by the standard formula for three 
generations in the descending line. 

Girls are married after they attain maturity, and sexual license 
M before marriage is tolerated on the under- 
Mamage ’ standing that if a girl becomes, pregnant, 

the father of her child shall at once be called upon to marry 
her. The marriage ceremony is of the Hindu type, sindurddn , 
or the smearing of vermilion on the bride’s forehead, being its 
binding portion. Brahmans usually officiate, but this is not essential. 
A man may marry two or three wives, the only limit in practice being 
his ability to maintain them. A widow may not marry again by 
the standard ritual {by ah) appointed for the wedding of a spinster, 
but a man may take her to live with him, and she is counted as his 
wife. Her children by her second husband are considered legitimate ; 
they rank as Mangars (instead of belonging to a special category 
like the offspring of Brahman widows in Nepal), and they share 



Digitized by {jOOQie 




75 



MANGAS. 



in their father’s property on equal terms with the children of a wife 
married in the regular form. Moreover, if any one runs away with 
a widow, he has to pay damages to the man she is living with just 
as if she were his regular wife. In Nepal husbands are entitled 
to wreak summary vengeance on the seducers of their wives. An 
adulterer taken in the aot is killed offhand, and the faithless wife 
has her nose out off. In such cases the question of divoroe clearly 
does not arise. But in British territory, and I believe frequently in 
Nepal itself, disagreements of this sort are settled without resort to 
bloodshed. The wife goes off with her paramour, and the husband 
claims from the latter as damages the amount of the bride-prioe 
which he paid for the woman in the first instanoe. The panch&yat 
enforces his claim, and justioe is held to have been satisfied. 

The religion of the Mangars may best be described as lax 
ReHjrion. Hinduism tempered by survivals of an earlier 

lgm animistio cult. Satya Narain is one of their 

favourite deities. SansAri and AitAbAreh are also worshipped with 
offerings of goats, fowls and pigeons. Upadhya Brahmins assist at 
the cult of Satya Narain and of the recognized Hindu gods; but 
Sansari and AitAbAreh are worshipped by the heads of households 
without the assistance of priests. Brahmans are not held to be 
degraded by serving as priests in Mangar families. 

The funeral ceremonies of the Mangars, whioh are the same as 
, , those of the Gurung and Sunuwars, are curious 
rhspoeal 0 0 and interesting. Immediately after death the 

corpse is tied with three pieces of rope to a stout pole and oarried 
to the grave. There it is stripped, dressed in new olothes, and 
laid on its back in the grave with the head pointing to the north. 
The forehead is smeared with sandal wood paste. One of the 
maternal relatives of the deceased, usually the maternal unole, is 
then ohosen to act as Ipriest for the oooasion, and to oonducfc the 
ritual appointed for the propitiation of the dead. First of all 
he puts in the mouth of the corpse some silver coins and some coral, 
which is greatly prized by the Himalayan raoes. Then he lights 
a wick soaked in clarified butter, touches the lips with fire, scatters 
some parched rice about the mouth, and lastly covers the face 
with af cloth called pujunri. Two bits of wood, about three feet 
long, are set up on either side of the grave. In the one are cut 
nine steps or notches forming a ladder for the spirit of the dead to 
ascend to heaven ; on the other every one present at the funeral outs 
a notch to show that he has been there. As the maternal unole 



steps out of the grave, he bids a solemn farewell to the dead and 
calls upon him to ascend to heaven by the ladder that stands 
ready for him. When the earth has been filled in, the stiok notched 
by the funeral party is taken away to a distance and broken in two 
pieoes, lest by its means the dead man should do the survivors 
a mischief. The pole used to carry the corpse is also broken up, and 
the spades and ropes are left in the grave. 

When the mourners return home, one of their party goes ahead 
and makes a barricade of thorn bushes across the road midway 
between the grave and the house of the deoeased. On the top of 
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the thorns he puts a big stone on which he takes his stand, holding 
a pot of burning incense in his left hand and some woollen thread 
in his right One by one the mourners step on the stone and pass 
through the smoke of the inoense to the other side of the thorny 
barrier. As they pass, each takes a piece of thread from the man 
who holds the incense and ties it round his neck. The object of 
this ourious ceremony is to prevent the spirit of the dead from 
coming home with the mourners and establishing itself in its old 
haunts. Conceived of as a miniature man, it is believed to be unable 
to make its way on foot through the thorns, while the smell of the 
inoense, to which all spirits are highly sensitive, prevents it from 
surmounting this obstacle on the shoulders of one of the mourners. 

Agriculture, trade and soldiering are the chief occupations of 

the Mangars, but no means of earning a 
^Occupation and aodai ii ve ]i}j o0( j comes amiss to them, provided that 

it does not involve doing things which are 
reoognized as the proper business of the lower castes. They abstain 
from beef, but eat pork and domestio fowls, and indulge freely in 
strong drink. Before marriage a Mangar will eat any sort of food 
withaGurungorKhas,butafterhehasbeen married, he can only take 
chupatties from these castes, and may not take rice or ddl. Mangars 
smoke in the same hookah with Gurungs, Khas and Brahmans. 



Mangardj, a title of Khanddits 
in Orissa. 

Mdn-Gaurdnga, a sub-caste of 
Sutradhars in Murshedabad. 

Mang-beh-pd, a rut or sept of 
Dejong Lhori Bhotias, the mem- 
bers of which are of a low mixed 
origin. 

Manglagpa, a sept of the Pdn- 
thar sub-tribe of Limbus in Dar- 
jiling, whose ancestor was ridden 
by a god and danced. 

Mangmu, a sept of the Yan- 
gorup sub-tribe of Limbus in 
Darjiling. 

Mangoyak, a sept of Limbus 
in Darjiling. 

Mangrdti, a section of Kdmis 
in Darjiling. 

Mangrauni, a section of Bdb- 
hans in Behar. 

Mangthong, a sept of the 
Phdgu sub-tribe of xakhas in 
Darjiling. 



Mang-tshang-wa, a rut or 
sept of the Ruichhung sub-tribe 
of Dejong Lhoris or Bhotias of 
the south. 

Mangyong, a sept of Limbus 
in Darjiling. 

Manharid , shopkeepers who 
deal in miscellaneous goods, 
chiefly fanoy artioles. 

Mani, a sub-caste of Sunris 
in Maldah. 

Manihdri, a functional group 
of Jugis in Bengal. 

Manikchakdudhpurd, a mul 
or section of the Naomulid or 
Majraut sub-oaste of Godlds in 
Behar. 

Mdnikmahanta, Mdnikmanta , 
a title of Kurmis. 

Maniksharid, a seotion of 
Babhans in Behar. 

Manimandras, a section of 
Madhesid Halwdis in Behar. 
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Manjar, oat, a totemistio seo- 
tion of Rauti&s and a sept of 
Kharwars in Chota Nagpur. 

Manjari, a section of K&m6rs 
in Singbhum and the Santdl 
Parganas. 

Manjhal-TuriyA a sub-caste 
of Lohars in Ghota Nagpur. 



in Eastern Bengal ; a section of 
Kadars; a title of M&los in 
Eastern Bengal ; of Parhaiyas 
and Khand&its in Chota Nagpur ; 
a section of Doms and Dos&dhs 
in Behar; a title of Gheros and 
Mahilis; a title and a sept of 
Mil Pahdrifo ; a title of Tdntis 
in Behar. 



Manjhan, the title of the 
headman of the Tior and Bom 
castes in Behar who has under 
him a messenger bearing the 
title of Chhariddr. The Maghaya 
Barhis and the Ardiy& Tens of 
North Bhdgalpur also have 
headmen bearing this title. In 
the case of the Tatter the juris- 
diction of each manjhan is said to 
extend to 22 villages. 

M&njhi, (i) the steersman of 
a boat, a ferryman : hence, a boat- 
man generally, (ii) A village 
headman among the SantAls, 
and a title by which Sant&ls 
frequently describe themselves in 
answer to inquiries as to their 
caste, (iii) A title used by the 
Kaibartta, Kah&r, Kumh&r, Teor, 
Patni, Kochh, Bigdi, Mala, Jelia, 
Goala, the Mals of the K&jmahal 
hills, the Ehetauris in the Sant&l 
Parganas; a seotion of Sunris 
in Behar ; a title and a sept of 
Bauris and Kharwars ; a title of 
Asuras, and Korwas in Chota 
Nagpur; a sept of Nagesars 
in Chota Nagpur; a title of 
Binjhi&, Rautia, Oraon, Turi; 
a title of KapaKs and Kaw&lis 



Manjhid, a sub-tribe of Khar- 
w6rs in Southern Lohardagd. 

M&njhi-Khil, a sub-sept of the 
Hansda, Mamdi, and Tudu septs 
of Sant&ls. 

M&nki, Mdnki Sahib , an 
honorific title bestowed in Ban- 
kura on the eldest son of a well- 
to-do cultivator of the Bhumij 
tribe. In Chotd Nagpur Proper 
the term denotes the headman of 
a group or circle of villages. It 
is also the designation of a sept 
and a sub-tribe of Mundas. See 
MurA 

M&nnA a title of Kaibarttas, 
Mayar&s, and Nipits in Bengal. 

Manoharshahi, a group of the 
Fatehsing Telis in Murshedabad ; 
a sub-caste of Kotals in Western 
Bengal. 

ManrayA a kul or section of 
Babhans in Behar. 

Manti&ni, a title of the Band 
caste in Bengal. 

Mantraw&r, a seotion of Kur- 
mis in Chota Nagpur and 
Orissa. 



Malted Rajput , a small cultivating caste of Chota 
Nagpur, who say that they came from Malwa and were formerly 
Kshatriyas, but dropped the sacred thread and took to the plough. 
Colonel Dalton thought them ‘ more Aryan than anything else, with 
a dash of aboriginal blood/ But if this view be correct, it seems 
difficult to account for their abandoning the characteristic Hi j put 
sept names and adopting the totems peouliar to Dravidian tribes. 
i They have Brahmans for priests, worship the host of Hindu gods, 
and, like the Kandhs, especially adore those among their anoestresses 
who became S&tis, though in their present degraded state they allow 
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of widow-marriage, and a man always takes to wife, by the custom 
called tagai, his elder brother’s widow.’ 



M4r, rioe broth, a totemistio 
sept of Mud das in Chota Nagpur. 

Marai, a wild animal, a 
totemistio sept of Pdns and 
Gonds in Chota Nagpur. 

Maraid, a section of' the 
Kadar caste in Behar. 

Maraiya, a title of Barhis in 
Behar. 

Maralbai, a sept of Rdjputs in 
Behar. 

M&ramagri, Rajbansi, Barui 
or Bhuiyd Magh , a sub-tribe of 
Maghs in the Hill Tracts of 
Chittagong. 

Marandi, a sept of Santdls. 

Marar, a title of Kumhdrs 
and Tdntis in Behar ; a title of 
Surahiyds, Tiyars, Kewats, and 
of Gareris ; a section of the 
Bdnsphor sub-caste of D6ms in 
Behar. 

Mar&r, a title of Arndts in 
Behar, indicating some degree 
of social importance and deemed 
superior to either Raut or Kha- 
was; a title of Sunris, Jolhas; a 
title of the headmen of the Dom 
caste in Behar who have under 
them servants called Chharidars 
to execute or communicate their 
orders; a title of the Dhusid 
sub-caste of Chamdrs ; a title of 
the Majraut sub-caste of Godlds ; 
a section of the Jathot division 
of the Parbatti-Kurin sub-caste of 
Gonrhis ; a title applied in Behar 
to Kurmis who by age or personal 
influence have attained a leading 
position in their villages ; a title 
of Beld&rs and Nunias. 

Marare-Sihaul, a mul of the 
Edsyap section of Maithil Brah- 
mans in Behar. 



Marare-Jagaul, a mul of the 
Kdsyap section of Maithil Brah- 
mans in Behar. 

Marare-Ukki, a mul of the 
Kdsyap section of Maithil Brah- 
mans in Behar. 

Marare-Barhampur, a mul of 
the Kdsyap section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Marare-Adauri, a mul of the 
Kdsyap section of Maithil Brah- 
mans in Behar. 

Marare-Misrauli, a mul of the 
Kdsyap section of Maithil Brah- 
mans m Behar. 

Marare-Rajaur&i a mul of the 
Kdsyap seotion of Maithil Brah- 
mans in Behar. 

Marare-Jagatpur, a mul of 
the Kdsyap seotion of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Mardahd, a pangat or section 
of Dosddhs in Behar. 

Mardanid, barbers, a sept of 
the Rautar sub-tribe of Thdrus 
in Behar. 

M&rh, a title of Kaibarttas 
in Bengal. 

Mdrhwdr, a sept of Rdjputs 
in Behar. 

Maria, a sept of Chiks in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Maridli, a sub-caste of Tdntis 
in Bengal. 

Marictr, a sept of Rdjputs in 
Behar. 

Marich-bhuswal, a section of 
Sondrs in Behar. 

Marichigrdm, a samaj or local 
group of She Sdbarna gotra of 



Digitized by {jOOQie 




MABICHIGBAM. 



79 



MABLI. 



P£sch&tya Baidik Brahmans in 
Bengal. 

Marichw&r, a sub-tribe of 
Th&rus in Behar. 

Marik, a title of T&ntis and 
a section of the B&nsphor sub- 
caste of Doms in Behar. 

M&rik, a title of B&ruis in 
Bengal; a section of the K&dar 
caste in Behar which intermar- 
ries with the Barik, Kapari, 
M6njhi, Mandar, and Naiy£ sec- 



tions, but not with the rest; a 
title of Hindu Jolhas, Doms, 
Dos&dhs, GkriMs, Koiris, Kumh6rs, 
and other castes in Behar. 

Marj-bhuswal, a section of 
Son&rs in Behar. 

Markam, a sept of Go&l&s in 
Chota Nagpur. 

M&rkanda, M&rkand&rk, a 

pur or section of S&kadwipi Brah- 
mans in Behar. 



, a small cultivating caste found in Bh&galpur and 
. the Santal Pargan&s. They have neither sub- 

0rigilL oastes nor sections, and I can find no evidenoe 

tending to affiliate them with any existing caste or tribe. Their 
own tradition is that they are descended from Mdrkandeya Muni, 
a sage who was outcasted for eating the leavings of certain Brahmans 
who had invited him to a feast. 

The Markande practise infant-marriage and allow polygamy 
without setting any definite limit on the 
Marmge. number of wives a man may have. Widows 

may marry again, and enjoy full freedom of choice in selecting a 
second husband. Divorce is not recognized. A faithless wife is 
simply turned out of the caste. 

In matters of religious and ceremonial observances the M4r- 
kande exhibit little divergence from the stand- 
Rebgl0IL ard of orthodox Hinduism. In the worship 

of the greater gods they employ Brahman purohits, who are not 
held to be degraded by serving the caste in this capacity. The 
minor god Karmani is worshipped by the members of the household 
without the assistance of priests. 

In point of social standing Markandes rank with Goalas, Kurmis, 
and Koiris. Brahmans will take water and 
Soci « m certain kinds of sweetmeats from their hands. 
Their sole occupation is agriculture. The bulk of the caste are 
occupancy raiyats, but some have risen to the position of tenure- 
holders. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
theMdrkande caste in 1872 and 1881 : — 



District. 
Shahabad 
Darbhanga 
Monghyr 
Bhagalpur 
Pnrnian 
Santal Parganas 



1372. 


1881. 


6 






5 


6,780 


1,983 


3,687 


3,384 


6,661 


3,698 


3,044 


4,390 



M&rkandeya, a gotra or seotion 
of the Baidya caste in Bengal. 



Marli, a sept of Hos and 
Sant&ls. 
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Marm£, Myammd or Ro&ng 
Magh , a sub-tribe of Magbs in 
the Hill Traots of Chittagong. 

Marmu, a sept of Mundas in 
Chota Nagpur. 

M&rndi, grass, a totemistio 
sept of SantALs. 

Marotsa, a sept of Maghs in 
the Hill Tracts of Chittagong. 

M&rre, a section of Bdbhans in 
Behar. 

Marriy a section of M&hilis 
in Manbhum, the members 
of which do not allow their 
daughters to enter their houses 
after marriage. 

Marriky a section of Raj wire 
in Western Bengal. 

Marsy&ngdi, a thar or sept of 
Mangars in Darjiling. 

Marturia, a section of Lohdrs 
in Behar. 

Maru4, a mul or section of 
the Chhamulid Hadhesia sub- 
caste of Halwais in Behar. 

Marudy Maruabadi ( mama = 
Indian oom (Eleu*ine corocana) 



and dbddi = cultivator), a con- 
temptuous epithet applied to 
Hindustanis and especially to 
up-oountry boatmen who ply on 
the Bengal rivers on acoount of 
their stupidity in comparison with 
Bengalis. 

Maru&h&» a mul or section of 
the Tinmulid Madhesia sub-caste 
of Halwiis in Behar. 

Maruipori, a sub-caste of 
Brahmans in Bengal, who have 
degraded themselves by officiating 
as priests at the funerals of 
Sudras. 

Marwahe, a section of the 
Bah&unajdti sub-caste of Khatris 
in Bengal. 

Mdrtvari, literally a native of 
M&lwa or Marwar. Most of the 
Marwdris found in Bengal are 
bankers and traders, usually 
Jains. The name gives no defin- 
ite indication of caste, but it 
will be found as a rule that a 
M&rwdri belongs to the Agarwal, 
Oswal, Maheswari, or Srimal 
castes. In faot all traders from 
Rajputana aud the neighbouring 
district 8 are commonly called 
Mdrwdris. 



a small iron-working caste, possibly of Dravidian 
descent, found in the Santdl rarganas. The 
amage * information at my disposal does not warrant 

any conjecture regarding their origin. So far as I can ascertain, 
they have neither sub-castes nor sections, and their marriages are 
regulated by a very rough enumeration of prohibited degrees, which 
a dmit s of intermarriage between persons descended from the same 
parents after the expiry of three generations on the father’s side 
and one on the mother’s. Daughters are married either as infauts 
or as adults, and polygamy is allowed without any theoretical 
limitation on the number of wives a man may take. Widows may 
marry again, but are under no restriction in their choioe of a seoond 
husband. Divorce is permitted for adultery or for inability to 
agree, and divorced women may marry again. 

Maryas profess to be Hindus, but they do not employ Brahmans 
Reiteio f° r religious and oeremonial purposes, and the 

uglon * functions of the priest are discharged by 
seleoted members of the caste. The dead are burned and the ashes 
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buned, but no regular sraddh is performed, and the only funeral 
observance consists of a feast given to the caste brethren by a man’s 
heir ten days after his death. 

The caste ranks with Lohars, ChamArs, and the lowest grades 
of Dravidian Hindus. They eat fowls and 
indulge freely in spirituous and fermented 
liquors. Iron-working is believed to be their original occupation, 
and most of them are blacksmiths at the present day. Some, 
however, have taken to cultivation, and a few are said to have risen 
to the comparatively high position of tenure-holders. 

The Census Report of 1881 returned 857 MAiyAs in the SantAl 
ParganAs. 

Masdlchi, a title of BAgdis, 1 Mastdn, Mahasthdn or Hdlid, 



probably arising from their 
employment as palanquin- bearers, 
one of the duties of a bearer 
being to carry a torch. It is also 
possible that the term may denote 
an office held by the Bagdi caste 
under one of the Rajas of 
Western Bengal. 

Masanta, a title of Tilis in 
Bengal. 

Masdre keraut, a section of 
the BiyAhut and KharidAha 
KalwArs in Behar. 

Mdsaur, a section of the SAt- 
mulia MaghayA sub-caste of 
KAndus in Behar. 

Masawdr, a sub-caste of Kum- 
hArs in Chota Nagpur and 
Behar. 

Mdschatak, a gain of the 
SAndilya gotra of Rarhi Brah- 
mans in Bengal. 

Mdski, a thar or sept of Man- 
gars in Darjiling. 

Mdsle, a sub-caste of Telis in 
Bengal. 

Masnath, a sub-caste of Telis 
in Behar. 

Masrakhiyd, a section of the 
BAnsphor sub-caste of Doms iu 
Behar. 



a sub-caste of Utkal Brahmans. 

I Mdsya, a functional group of 
Jugis in Bengal. 

Matasydsi, a gain of the 8An- 
dilya gotra of BArendra Brah- 
mans in Bengal. 

Matha Sdg, a vegetable, a 

totemistio sept of Mundas in 

Chota Nagpur. 

Mathgrdmi, a gain of the 
KAsyapa gotra cf BArendra Brah- 
mans in Bengal. 

Math i a, brass bracelet, a 
totemistic sept of Mundas in 

Chota Nagpur. 

Mathrwdr, a section of Kur- 
mis in Chota Nagpur and 
Orissa. 

Mdthur, a division of Brah- 
mans and a sub-caste of KAyasths 
in Behar. 

Mathurdbdsi, a section of 

Goalas in Behar. 

Mathurd or Mathurdbdsi, a 
sub-caste of GoAlAs in Orissa. 

Mathurid, a sub-caste of Telis, 
Barhis and Lohars in Behar and 
Chota Nagpur. 

Mdtid, a sub-caste of BAgdi 
in Bengal who. are cultivators 
and earth- workers. 

/ 
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Mdtial, a sub-caste of Eewats 
in Orissa. 

M&ti&l, a sub-caste of Bdgdis 
in Bengal who sell fish and vege- 
tables. 

Mdti&l, Metel , Metid , “terr© 
Alius,” a title of Kaibarttas in 
Orissa and also of Bdgdis, Bauris, 
Koras, and other earth-working 
castes in Bengal. As a rule the 
term is used only by outsiders. 

Matibans-Tdnti, a sub-caste of 
Tdntis in Orissa. 

Mat ' um, a title of the Bhumij 
tribe in Manbhum. 

Matsendra, king of fish, a 
section of Jugis. 

Mattaridj a sub-caste of Hal- 
wdis in Behar. 

Matti, a title of Godlds in 
Behar. 

Matw&rd, a section of Raj- 
wdrs in Western Bengal. 

Maudgalya, a gotra or section 
of Brahmans, Baidyas, Kiyasths, 
Subamabaniks and Telis in 



Bengal ; a section of Sudras 
in Eastern Bengal ; of the 
Paschim Kuliyi Sadgops ; an 
eponymous section of Kdmdrs, 
Mdlis, Madhundpits, and Ndpits 
in Bengal ; a section of Bdrendra 
Sunris in Eastern Bengal. 

Maudgalya or Madhukulya, 
a section of Pods in Central 
Bengal. 

Maugh, fish, a totemistio 
sept of Mundas in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Maughd, a group of the Bdren- 
dra Sunris in Eastern Bengal. 

Mauharid, a sub-caste of 
Rastogis in Behar. 

Maulavi, a title of Bauris in 
Western Bengal. 

Maulik , a synonym for Dhimdl. 

Maulik, a hypergamous group 
of KSyasths, of the Ddkshindtya 
Baidik Brahmans, Baidyas, Sad- 
gops, Chasddbohas, and Subarna- 
baniks in Bengal. The name 
appears to be connected with 
mul, root, stock, or origin. 



Loyd, Nay a, a Dravidian caste of Manbhum and 
Western Bengal, who olaim affinity with the Mai Paharias of 
Rdjmahal, and who may possibly be an offshoot from that tribe, 
to whom, as being the earliest settlers in the country, the duty of 
propitiating the forest gods may easily have come to be assigned. 

The Maulik of Northern Manbhum and the Santdl Pargands are 
divided into six sub-castes — Chandana, Hari- 

Internal structure. y £ n QJ . M ^| or M&P| Sauriy4, Ftej- 

bansi, and Deobansi. The last two groups call themselves Hindus, 
and allege that their ancestors were at one time in possession of the 
Pdndra estate in Manbhum. The sections of all the sub-castes are 
totemistio. A man may not marry a woman belonging to his own 
section, nor one who falls within the usual formula for reckoning 
prohibited degrees. 

Adult-marriage was formerly in vogue among the Mauliks, as it 
. is still among the Mundas and Oraons. Of 

amage * late years the example of the Hindus around 

them has led to the adoption of inf ant- marriage; and this practice, 
involving, as is ordinarily believed, an advance in social respectability, 
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tends to become constantly more popular. The earlier custom, 
however, still survives, and sexual indiscretions before marriage are 
said to be not uncommon, and as a rule are leniently dealt with. 
After the bride has been selected and a small bride-price paid, the 
bridegroom is married to a mango-tree and the bride to a mahud* 
This is followed by the ordinary oeremony performed under an open 
canopy made of sdl leaves. The two Hinduised sub-castes employ 
a Brahman to recite mantras on this occasion ; for the others a man of 
their own caste serves as priest. The binding portion is the marking 
of the bride's forehead with vermilion, which is done by the bride- 
groom with the janti or cutter used for slicing areca nut. 

Polygamy is not formally recognized, but a man is allowed to 
take a second wife if his first wife is barren. A widow may marry 
again by the sanga form, and is subject to no restrictions in her choioe 
of a seoond husband. Great license of divoroe is allowed, the tearing 
of a sal leaf in symbol of separation being the only form requires 
to complete the act. Divorced wives may marry again. 

Although, as has been stated above, the Deobansi and Rajbansi 
_ «. sub-castes call in Brahmans of low rank, known 

“ glon# locally as Panres, to assist in their marriage 

oeremony, even they have not yet taken to worshipping Hindu deities 
or employing Brahmans as their family priests, and the caste as 
a whole still adheres to the rude animism onaracteristio of the abori- 
ginal races of Western Bengal. Their offices as priests of the various 
spiritual powers who haunt the forests, rooks, and fields and bring 
disease upon man and beast are in great request. A Bhumij or 
a Kurmi who wishes to propitiate these dimly-oonoeived but potent 
influences will send for a Maulik to offer the necessary sacrifices in 
preference to a JAjk or priest of his own caste — a faot whioh speaks 
strongly for the antiquity of the settlement of the former in the 
oountry. Besides serving as priests, they also oolleot lac, catechu, 
and other jungle produce, and work as cultivators and day-labourers. 
Their social rank, according to orthodox ideas, is exceedingly low, 
and no Hindu will take water from their hands. Mauliks them-* 
selves will eat boiled rice with Bhuiyas, and sweetmeats, etc., with 
Sant&ls and Mundas. The more advanced Deobansi and R&jbansi sub- 
castes abstain from beef, and believe themselves to be thereby raised 
in ceremonial purity and social estimation above their fellows. It is 
ourious to observe that while the non-Hinduised Mauliks will eat no 
one's leavings, the more orthodox sub-castes have no prejudices on this 
point so far as the members of the higher Hindu castes are oonoemed, 
and will eat the leavings of Brahmans, R&jputs, and K&yasths. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
Mauliks in 1872 and 1881 



District. 


1872. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Monghyr 


5,492 


606 


Lotardsg* m ~. 


871 




Bhagalpur 




95 


Singbhum ... ... ... 1 


578 




SantSl Parganfts 


9,179 


8,524 


Manbhum 


687 


5,446 


Haaaribagh 


688 


18 


Tributary States ... 


1 


179 



f 2 
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Maulo, a title of Muchis in 
Western Bengal. 

Maulwdr, a sept of the Suraj- 
bansi division of Ed j puts in 
Behar. 

Maunachh, a sept of Ed j puts 
in Behar. 

Maunas, a section of Brah- 
mans ; a sept of Edjputs in 
Behar. 

Maura, a mul or section of the 
Kanaujid sub-caste of Hajjdms 
in Behar. 

Maureswari, a sub-caste of 
Telis in Bengal. 



Maurhid, a section of the 
Banodhid and Jaiswar Kalwars 
in Behar. 

Mauriy&r, a pur or section of 
Sdkadwipi Brahmans in Behar. 

Mautkaha, a gotra or section 
of Nepdli Brahmans. 

Maw&lii a title of Chanddls 
in Eastern Bengal. 

Mawar, peacock, a totemistio 
sept of Chiks in Chota Nagpur. 

Maw&r, a title of Bdbhans in 
Behar. 

Maydhdng, a thar or sept of 
Khambus in Darjiling. 



Modaky Maird, Kurt, the confectioner caste of Bengal 
Proper, a heterogeneous functional group, to 
■toSuw. and k 16111 * 1 be distinguished from the Madhundpit, on 
whom popular usage sometimes confers the 
titles Modak and Kuri. Some, indeed, regard the Madhundpit as 
merely a sub-oaste of Mayard, but it will be seen from the artiole 
on Madhundpit that there are grounds for believing that group to 
be a distinct homogeneous caste owing its origin to a schism among 
the Ndpits. In Central Bengal the Mayard caste is divided 
into four sub-castes — Rdrh-dsram, Mdyur-dsram, Aja-dsram, 
and Dharm-dsram or Dharm-sirt. In Dacca, where there are 
comparatively few Mayards and the occupation of sweetmeat-making 
is almost wholly in the hands of the Madhundpit, the former group 
has only two sub-castes — Ekpdtid and Dopdtid. The distinction 
between these is curious : the former in their marriage ceremony 
simply carry the bride seven times round the bridegroom, while the 
latter carry both round in concentric circles, the bridegroom following 
the inner and smaller oirole of the two. 

The sections of the Mayard caste which are given in the 
Appendix show a singular mixture of elements derived from the 
Brahmanical gotras and survivals from the earlier totemistio seotions 
which we find among the non- Ary an castes. It is impossible now 
to determine what tribes may have contributed to form the Mayard 
caste as we now find it, but the fact that distinct traoes of totemism 
may be discerned will perhaps be held to justify the conjeoture that 
the group is not wholly of Aryan extraction. As a rule marriage 
within the section is strictly prohibited, but in some parts of the 
country the law of exogamy is disregarded, and marriage is 
regulated solely by calculation of prohibited degrees. Mayards 
have not yet developed a full-blown system of hypergamy, but 
they appear to be on the road towards doing so, for the families 
who bear the titles Ash, Bardt, Dds, and Nandi are oalled 
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Kulin8. At present, however, the distinction is meaningless so far 
as marriage is concerned. Men belonging to Maulik families may 
marry Kulin womeu, and the only privilege attached to Kulinism is 
the right to receive presents of cloth, etc., at marriages and other 
domestic festivals. 

Mayar&s profess to marry their daughters as infants, hut they 
are not so particular in this matter as the 
Marriage. higher castes, and instances of girls marrying 

after puberty, though rare, are said to occur occasionally without 
entailing any serious loss of reputation for the family concerned. 
The marriage ceremony is performed in accordance with orthodox 
usage ; sampraddn , or the giving and receiving of the bride, being 
the essential portion of the rite. A price, varying according to the 
social status of the parties, is paid for the bride. Polygamy is 
permitted, no limit being placed, in theory at least, on, the number of 
wives a man may have. Widows may not marry again, and divorce 
is not recognized. A woman taken in adultery is turned out of the 
caste. 



The caste profess to be orthodox Hindus, belonging for the most 
part to the Yaishnava sect. They regard 
6 ^ on * Ganes as their special deity, and make images 

in his honour. The special season for his worship is towards the 
end of the cold weather, before the sugarcane crop has been cut, 
and freshly-prepared molasses cannot be used in the manufacture of 
sweetmeats until the god has been duly propitiated. Brahmans 
officiate as their priests, and are not looked down upon by other 
members of the sacred order. In Manbhum, Mohan Giri, Sahib Mi&, 
Sashthi, and Bh&du are among their minor gods, whom the 
members of each household worship with sacrifices of goats and 
offerings of rice, fruit, and sweetmeats. In this domestic worship 
Brahmans take no part. The dead are burned and the ashes thrown 
into the Ganges or any river that may be conveniently situated 
for the purposes. Sraddh is performed on the thirty-first day after 
death. 

Mayaras believe the making of sweetmeats to be their original 
occupation, but many of them at the present 
upa on. day nave entered Government service or taken 
to trade, while a few are engaged in agriculture as tenure-holders and 
occupancy raiyats. They will, however, on no account cultivate 
sugarcane themselves or take any part in the preparation of 
molasses. In a country where sweetmeats form a staple article of 
diet, and are often the only food that an orthodox Hindu can 
partake of on a journey, when he has no time to go through the 
elaborate process of preparing his own food, it is essential that there 
should be no doubt about the social status and ceremonial purity of 
the caste whioh supplies the community with sweetmeats. Mayaras 
therefore rank among the Navasakha, and Brahmans will take 
water from their hands. Their own rules regarding diet are those 
of most respectable Hindus. They will eat cooked food only with 
Brahmans, and will take water or sweetmeats from members of the 
Navas&kha group. 
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The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
Mayarto in 1872 and 1881, the figures for Halwais being induded 
in the former year for the districts of Bengal Proper : — 



District. 


1872. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


B&rdwan 

Bunkum 

Birbhum 

Midnapur 

Hughlt 

Howrah 

M-Pargan&s 

Nadiya 

Khulna 

Jessore 

Murshedabad 

Dinajpur - 

Rajshabye 

Kangpur 

Bogra 

Fabna 


17,040 

8,718 

10,066 

0,010 

} 8,278 
6,864 
8,337 

1,842 

8,064 

546 

909 

5,798 

200 

1,522 


12,240 
7,578 
8,165 
7,066 
f 6,382 
l 2,769 
2,990 
17,076 
737 
8,334 
5,359 
494 
898 
18,160 
1,080 
1,894 


Darjiling 

Jalpigon 

Kuch Behar ... 

Dacca 

Fandpur 

Bakarganj 

Maimansioh 

Tipperah 

Chittagong 

Noakhali , M 

Maldah 

San til Parganis 'I 

Lohardagi 

Singbhum }■ 

Manbhum 1 

Tributary States J 


90 

270 

2,112 

897 

1,450 

6,017 

5,901 

231 

816 

279 

The flgifrea 
are included 
in the table 

on Halwis. 


65 
1,104 
836 
1,297 
881 
270 
4,780 
666 
288 
428 
1,219 
f 9,045 
26 

« 672 

1 11,863 
l 71 



Ma vur, a totemistio section of 
the Bhar caste in Manbhum, the 
members of which will not touch 
or till the peaoook. 



Mayur-£sram f a sub-caste of 
Mayar&s in Central Bengal. 

Mazumd&r, a title of Nipits 
in Bengal. 



Jfttdt, Mechiy a Mongoloid tribe found in the Goalp&rd district 
of Assam and in the Himalayan Terai from 
. origin ‘ the Bhutan Du&rs westward to the Konki 

river. In Northern Bengal they have given their name to the 
Meohi river, and in Goalp6r& to the large tract of country called 
Meohpdrd, the proprietor of which, however, calls himself a fUjbansi 
and repudiates all connexion with theMech tribe. 1 Ritter 2 identifies 
them with the Dhim&l, and remarks that in point of agricultural 
skill they are about on a level with the G&ros. Fr. Muller 3 classes 
them among the Lohitio raoes, and says they are of the same stock 
as the K&chdri or Bodo. A good observer 4 writes thus of the 
Meoh: — “They are probably the original inhabitants of the Dar- 
jiling Terai, and are a distinctly Mongolian race, with fair skins 
and large bones and limbs. Their physical appearance and charac- 
teristics are quite distinct from the Th&ru of the Western Terai. 
They are disappearing, absolutely dying out, faster than any race of 
which I have known or read. The reason is, no doubt, that their 
distinctive cultivation is by jhum, which is barred by Government 
forest conservancy, and the spread of settled plough cultivation 
from the South.” In another plaoe Mr. Oldham speaks of the 
Dhim&l and R&jbansi as “dark-skinned Dravidians, and lays stress 
on the oontrast between them and the fair-complexioned Mech. 
The compiler of the Assam Census Report , on the other hand, 
includes the Meoh and the Kochh under the generic term Bodo, and 
appears to regard both as belonging substantially to the same race. 



1 Dalton, Ethnology of Bengal, p. 88.. 

2 Erdkunde, iv, 109. 

* Allgemeine Ethnographic , p. 406. 

4 Mr. W. B. Oldham, late Deputy Commissioner of Darjiling. 
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A singular reference to both Mech and Dhimdl is met with 
in the Iimbu legend that when the three brothers, their ancestors, 
were first dropped by the gods from Heaven they fell in Benares, 
whence they wandered northward, seeking the place appointed for 
them to dwell in. So they came to the Khacluir, or mule-country i as 
the Nepalese call the tract at the foot of the hills between the 
Brahmaputra and Kosi rivers. There the youngest brother deter- 
mined to settle, and became the father of the Koohh, Dhimal, and 
Mech ; while the two others went further into the hills, and their 
descendants are the Limbus and Khambus of Nepal. A third story 
makes Assam the proper home of the Mech. and seeks to connect 
them with the Gdros. Others, again, say that the Meoh and Dhimdl 
are descended from Nepalese who, being driven out of Nepal for 
breaches of caste rules, settled in Khachar and married women of 
the locality. Without attaching any historical value to these traditions, 
we may perhaps infer from them that considerable intermixture of 
blood has taken plaee between the inhabitants of the hills and the 
plains, and that types originally distinot may in this way have been 
greatly modified and to some extent amalgamated. The process of 
fusion has, however, not yet gone so far as to render it impossible 
to discern in the Mech traces of a primary Mongolian stock, while 
the Dhimdl tribe appears to be connected by features and com- 
plexion with the black races, who may be conveniently designated 
aboriginal. 

The Mech of the Darjiling and Jalpigori distriot are divided 
into two sub-tribes 1 — Agnid-Mech and Jdti- 
lnteraai atructura Mech, which are practically endogamous, seeing 

that a member of the former group cannot marry into the latter 
Without thereby forfeiting his position in his own group. The 
Agnid sub-tribe have twelve exogamous septs, which are shown in 
Appendix I, while the J dti-Meoh regulate marriage by the standard 
formula calculated to three generations in the descending line. The 
same rule is observed on the mother’s side by the Agnid-Mech, 
who, however, extend the prohibition in the male line to seven 
generations. 

The Agnid-Meoh admit only Bijbansis into their own group ; 
while the Jdti-Mech receive also Dhimdls, Dhekrds, and Agnid-Meoh. 
In all cases the new member has to give a feast as a sort of entrance- 
fee and by way of proclaiming his membership. Such admissions are 
usually brought about by men of the higher groups taking mistresses 
from the women of the lower, and thus forfeiting their plaoe in their 
own society. 

Among the Agnid-Meoh the usual age for marriage is twelve 
years for females and sixteen for males, though 
Marriage * here, as elsewhere, the influence of Hinduism 

shows itself in the desire on the part of well-to-do people to get their 
daughters married at a still earlier age. For the most part, however, 
the earlier usage of free oourtship still holds its ground, and the 

1 Further east, I understand, that four sub-tribes are known — Agni&- 
Mech, Assam-Mech, KAchrfc-Mech, and Thampdi-Mech. Kdchrd-Meoh are 
probably the same as the Kachin* 
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consent of the parents is sought only after the young people have 
arranged matters between themselves. Even then, if objections are 
raised, the girl often solves the difficulty by going off with her lover 
and thus compelling her parents to take steps to get her married. 
The same system prevails among the J&ti-Mech, but with them the 
age for marriage ranges from sixteen to twenty for both males and 
females, and it is not unoommon to find a woman married to a man 
younger than herself. The bride-price, called mothom ihekd by Agnia 
and chumnd or sodha by the J&ti-Mech, is supposed to be fixed with 
reference to the beauty and accomplishments, and may rise in 
the Agnid sub-tribe as high as Bs. 120 or even more. Among the 
J&ti-Mech it is supposed to be fixed at Bs. 63, but this amount may 
be, and usually is, reduced by haggling. 

In both sub- tribes the marriage ceremony is exceedingly simple. 
Among the Agnid-Mech the essential and binding portion of the 
rite is the formal washing of the bride’s feet in the presence of the 
friends and relatives of both parties with water poured from a bamboo 
water-vessel (chunga). This being done, she enters a room where the 
bridegroom is awaiting her, and consummation is supposed to take 
place at once. When she comes out a oock and a hen are sacrificed 
and two betel leaves and areca nuts offered to Siva, the latter articles 
being afterwards eaten by the wedded pair. Feasting then com- 
mences by the bride serving first the bridegroom, and after him the 
other guests, with meat and boiled rice. Ine J dti-Mech do not wash 
the bride’s feet, but make the pair exohange betel leaves and areca 
nuts. This is held to be the essential rite, and is followed by the 
sacrifice of a oock and hen to Siva. 1 

A widow may marry again, but if she has obildren it is deemed 
more respectable for her to live as a widow with her late husband’s 
relatives, to whom in any case her children belong. If, however, she 
determines to contract a second marriage, she may not marry any 
relative, whether elder or younger, of her deceased husband, but 
must return to her parents’ house and get married from there by an 
informal ceremony called nika , in which the bridegroom makes with 
his little finger a single spot of vermilion on the bride’s forehead. 
Fowls are sacrificed as in the regular form, but the bride’s feet are 
not washed, nor does she exchange betel leaves and areca nuts with 
the bridegroom. The bride-prioe for a woman marrying a seoond 
time is reduced to one-half of the original amount, and if she marries 
a third time to one-fourth. In the presumably rare case of a woman 
marrying for the fourth time, no bride-price at all is paid. A 
remarried widow is deemed to be socially the inferior of a woman 

1 Some of my correspondents distinguish three modes or forms of marriage : 
thus — (1) the ordinary marriage, in which the parents’ consent is obtained before 
the girl goes to her husband ; (2) the dakud marriage, in which the bride elopes 
or is carried off, and may be reclaimed by her parents if the bride-price is not 
paid ; (3) the ohar sundi marriage, when a girl takes a fancy to a man, goes to 
nis house of her own accord, and sits as a suppliant by the symbol of the 
ghar-devi , which stands in the comer of the chief room. In such cases, after 
refusing the girl as a matter of form, the man is bound ultimately to yield 
to her importunity. Clearly, however, these are not so much forms of marriage 
as modes of proposing marriage. 
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married as a virgin, and is not entitled to serve boiled rice to the 
guests assembled on any public or ceremonial oooasion. Divorce may 
be effected, with the sanotion of the panch&yat, at the wish of the 
parties or on the ground of the wife’s adultery. In the latter case 
the seducer is liable to repay the bride-price to the injured husband, 
and cannot marry the woman until he has done so. Divorced wives 
can only be remarried by the curtailed ceremony in use at the 
remarriage of a widow, and they hold the same social status as the 
latter. Their children also belong to the father. It would seem at 
first sight that the unrestricted courtship permitted by the Mech can 
hardly promote a high standard of female chastity, and in fact sexual 
intercourse before marriage, though not expressly recognized, is 
virtually tolerated, it being understood that if a girl becomes 
pregnant her lover will at once oome forward and marry her. 
Regarding married women, however, a different order of ideas 
prevails, and as soon as a girl has finally pitched upon a husband, 
she is required to be strictly faithful to him. A ourious usage, to 
which parallels may be found in European folklore, deserves notice 
in this connexion. In the courtyard of every Meoh house a sij plant 
(Euphorbia Indica ) is carefully tended as the abode of the god Siva 
and as the emblem of conjugal fidelity. Should the leaves of the 
plant wither, this is supposed to show that something is wrong with 
one of the women of the household. Rioe is deposited under the 
tree, and on the next day a panoh&yat is called, before which all the 
women are summoned and a handful of rioe is given to eaoh to ohew. 
She who fails to mastioate her portion is held guilty of unchastity, 
and if married is at once turned out of the house. If it is an 



unmarried girl who breaks down in the chewing ordeal, she is called 
upon to disclose the name of her paramour, so that arrangements 
may be made to get her married at once. 

The religion of the Mech, like that of the Dhim&l, is still in 
an early stage of transition from animism to 
Rehglon * Hinduism. They describe themselves as Hin- 

dus of the Saiva seot, and worship Siva under the name of Batho, 
and his consort K&li as Bali Khungri. To the former the AgniA- 
Mech sacrifice buffaloes, goats, and pigeons ; while his wife has to put 
up with the less respectable offerings of pigs, fowls, and goats, whioh 
the J&ti-Meoh offer indifferently to either. The J&ti-Meoh also 
reverence as a household goddess (ghar-devi), a nameless personage, 
supposed to be the mother of Siva, who is represented by a lump of 
sun-dried clay set in the comer of the ohief room. Pigs, fowls, 
plantains and parohed rioe are offered to her on any day in the week 
except Sunday, Tuesday, or Wednesday. Among their other deities 
may be mentioned Tsimising, Tista Burhi (Buchanan’s ‘ old lady of 
the Tista’), Mahesh Th&kur, Sonnisi and MahdkAl. They have no 
Brahmans, and priests (dhdmi or eg ha) chosen from among the tribe to 
serve them for religious and ceremonial purposes. 

Those who can afford a funeral pyre prefer to bum the dead, 
while the poorer members of the tribe bury, 
Dupoe&i e placing the oorpse faoe upwards with the bead 

pointing towards the south. In the latter oase a small fire is kindled 
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upon the grave, in whioh food and drink are burned for the benefit of 
the deoeased. The Agnid-Meoh perform a meagre propitiatory rite 
on the eighth day, and the J4ti-Meoh on the fourth day, after death. 
With both the important part of the proceedings is the feast which is 
given to the friends and relatives of the deoeased. Some repeat the 
ceremony every year after the manner of the Hindus, but this is 
unusual. 

Judged by the Hindu standard, the sooial status of the Mech is 
extremely low. Both R&jbansis and Dhim&ls 
look down upon them; and they themselves, 
while claiming higher rank than Garos, Lepohas, and Tibetans, admit 
the social superiority of the R&jbansis. Dhim^ls they appear to look 
upon as standing on muoh the same level as themselves, though the 
former profess to be stricter in matters of food and drink, and 
strenuously disclaim kinship and social intercourse with the Mech. 
They eat pork, fowls, all kinds of fish, lizards, and the impAu silk- 
worm, but abstain from beef, the flesh of the long- tailed sheep, 
snakes, field-rats, and the leavings of other people. Buffalo flesh 
now ranks as beef, at any rate with the Agnid-Meoh ; but this 
seems to be a comparatively modem reform, for some Mech are said 
to eat buffalo flesh, and those who do not seem to pride themselves on 
their asoetioism. Spirituous liquors are indulged in without stint. 

A curious story is told in the Terai to account for the fact that 
the Nepalese will take water from the hands of the Mech. It is said 
that some twenty years ago Jang Bahadur, then Prime Minister of 
Nepal, while shooting in the Terai, fell in love with a Mech girl, the 
daughter of Ujir Singh Jamadar, of Dhul&b&ri, and took her with 
him to Nep&l as his mistress. As the prioe of her person, and in 
accordance with the wishes of the tribe, he issued an edict that in 
future no subject of Nepal should refuse to take water from a Mech, 
or, as my informant adds, from a Dhim&l also. I am unable to say 
what amount of truth there may be in this tale, but if such an edict 
were ever actually published, it can hardly have done more than 
recognize and confirm a practice already existing. Even J ang Baha- 
dur's despotio power must have yielded to popular prejudice if the 
Nepalese had really deemed the Mech unclean. The fact, however, 
seems to be that there is a considerable strain of Nepalese blood 
among the Mech, and other facts may be mentioned which go to 
confirm this view. Like the Nepalese, for example, the Mech 
have much greater liberty in matters of food before marriage than 
after, so that an unmarried man may take rice from people who are 
not deemed pure enough to give food to a married man. Both observe 
the Tihar festival ; both oall the bride-price sodhd or theka. These 
coincidences may of course be due merely to that transfusion of 
oustom whioh is everywhere observable ; but taking all the circum- 
stances into consideration, I think it more likely that they have 
arisen from intermixture of the two races. 

Husbandry by the jhbm method is regarded by the Mech as 
their original occupation, but of late years many 
ccupa ion. h ave taken to settled cultivation as raiyats of 
jots in the Terai. The rearing of the imphu silkworm, which spins 
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the silk used in the chequered cloths worn by the Meoh, was at 
one time a regular industry, but has fallen off notably within the last 
generation. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
the Mech tribe in 1872 and 1881 



District. 

Bogra 
Rangpur 
Darjiling 
Jalpigori 
Kuch Behar 

Mech a ri i a sept of Tdntis in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Mechi 9 a synonym for Mech. 

Mecho, a hyper gam ous group 
of Kaibarttas in Jessore. 

Medari 9 a gain of the 
Sdbama gotra of Bdrendra Brah- 
mans in Bengal. 

Meghalbari&rpur, a mul or 
section of the Naomulid or Maj- 
raut sub-caste of Groalas in Behar. 

Meghi, a thar or sept of Gur- 
ungs in Darjiling. 

Mehalo, a title of Dorns in 
Behar. 

Meh&us, a section of the Sdt- 
mulid Maghayd sub-caste of Kdn- 
dus in Behar. 

Mehdipur Mohdia, a mul or 
section of the Naomulid or Maj- 
raut sub-caste of Godlds in Behar. 

Meheden, a section of the 
Bdrajdti sub-caste of Khatris in 
Bengal. 

Meher&, a section of the 
Charjdti sub-caste of Khatris in 
Bengal. 

Mehm&npur, a mul or section 
of the Naomulid or Majraut sub- 
caste of Godlds in Behar. 

Mehos, a mul or section of the 
Maghayd sub-caste of Kdndus in 
Behar. 



1872. 1881. 

31 

6,836 

893 1,063 

40 8,760 

224 

Mehrfi, a sept of Rdjputs in 
Behar. 

Mehran, a seotion of Sunris in 
Behar. 

Mehrdna, a title of the Tir- 
hutia sub-caste of Kumhdrs in 
Behar. 

Mehri, a sept of Rdjputs in 
Behar. 

Mehtar, Military a sub-caste of 
Haris who remove night-soil. 

Mehtar, a section of Maghayd 
Kumhdrs; a title of Nunids, 
of the Dhusia and Dohar sub- 
castes of Chamdrs ; a section 
of the Kiilsiinri sub-caste of 
Sunris and of the Dharkdr sub- 
caste of Doms in Behar. 

Mehtaria, a section of Mag- 
hayd Dhobis in Behar; also a 
title of Chamdrs. 

Mekchan, a section of Mur- 
mis in Darjiling. 

Mekhun, a dugu or seotion of 
the Kochh-Mandai in Dacca. 
The name indicates the original 
habitat of the group, probably 
a hill or village in Assam, and at 
the present day has no bearing 
upon marriage. 

Memophagpa, a sept of the 
Chaibisa sub- tribe of Limbus in 
Darjiling. 

Mendru, a sept of Rdjputs in 
Behar. 
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Meng, a thar or sept of Man- 
gars in Darjiling. 

Mengi, a thar or sept of 
Chirungs in Darjiling. 

Menw&r, a section of Bh&ts in 
Behar. 

Menyangbo, the unsuccessful 
one, a eept of the Yangorup sub- 
tribe of Limbus in Darjiling. 

Meongba, a sub -sept of the 
Thekim sept of Limbus in Dar- 
jiling. 

Mephagpa, the butcher, liter- 
ally pig-roaster, a sept of the 
P&nthar sub-tribe of Limbus in 
Darjiling. 

Mert, a sept of Bhuiy&s in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Mesha, sheep, a title of T&ntis 
in Bengal. 

Mesh-r&si, a section of Milos 
in Eastern Bengal. 

Mete, a title of Kaibarttas in 
Bengal. 

Methi, a section of Os w41s in 
Behar. 

Methua , a synonym for Dh&n- 
gar in Chota Nagpur. 

Mewakhola or Terothar, a 
sub-tribe of Limbus in Darjiling. 

Mihtar, a sub-caste of Telis in 
Behar. 

Millak, a seotion of Mahesris 
in Behar. 

Millong, a sept of the Tung- 
jainya sub-tribe of Chakmis in 
the Hill Tracts of Chittagong. 

M in, sal fish, a totemistic 
section of the Kumhir caste in 
Manbhum ; a section of Jugis in 
Bengal. 



Mi nag-pi, a rui or sept of 
Sherpa Bhotias of Nepal, 

Mind, a sept of Mundas in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Minj, a snake, the totem of a 
seotion of Oraon-Dhdngars set- 
tled for several generations in 
Behar. 

Minji, eel, a totemistic sept of 
Oraons in Chota Nagpur. 

Mir or Mair, a sub-caste of 
Sonars in Behar. 

Mirchaii, a section of the 
Baranwar sub-caste of Baniyas 
in Behar. 

Mirchw&n, a section of Sonirs 
in Behar. 

Mird&ha, a section of the 
Kadar caste in Behar which 
intermarries with the Darbe, 
Man j hi, Kampti, and B&re sec- 
tions, but not with the rest; 
a section and a title of Maghaya 
Dorns; a title of men of the 
Turi and Dosadh castes who fol- 
low the profession of hawkers or 
falooners ; a title of Binjhiasand 
Khandaits in Chota Nagpur. 

Miridsin, a class of Mahom- 
edan musicians in Behar who 
also deal in and apply leeches. 

Mi rich bhusait, a mul or 
section of the Ayodhiab&si sub- 
caste of Sondrs in Behar. 

Mirshikdr, a chief huntsman ; 
a low class of Mahomedans who 
live by snaring birds. 

Mising, a sept of Tipperahs 
in the Hill Traots of Chittagoug. 

Misir, a section of the Sri- 
bdstab sub-caste of K&yasths in 
Behar. 

Misr or Misra, a title of Gaura, 
Maithil, KanaujiA, and S&raswat 
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Brahmans and of Bdbhans in 
Behar. 

Misra, a title of the Ddkshi- 
ndtya JBaidik Brahmans in 
Bengal ; a thar of the Atri gotra 
of Nepdli Brahmans ; a section 
of Gaura Brahmans in Behar ; 
a section of Utkal or Orissa 
Brahmans. 

Mi*tri , a synonym for Barai, 
Karanga, and Dhobi in Behar. 

Mistri, a carpenter or mason, 
Occ. A title of Barhis, Kanaujid 
Lohdrs, and of Kdmdrs in Behar ; 
a title of Sutradhars, Chdsddho- 
bas, Dhobas, and Pods in 
Bengal. 

Mithan» a section of Agar- 
wdls in Behar. 

Mithorid, a section of Maj- 
raut Godlds in Behar. 

Mitra, a title of Kdyasths and 
Bdruis in Bengal. 

Mitraseni Behard, a sub-caste 
of Bhuinmdlis in Bengal. 

*Mittal| a gotra or section of 
Agarwdls in Behar. 

Modli» a gdin of the Kdsyapa 
gotra of Barendra Brahmans in 
Bengal. 

Mobrishya, a section of 
Sdnkhdris in Bengal. 

Mochhdre f a sept of the 
Agnia sub-tribe of Meches in the 
Darjiling Terai. 

Mochi, a title of Jaunpuri 
Chamdrs who make shoes ; also a 
title of Dhusia Chamars in 
Behar. 

Mochidn» a mul or section of 
the Kanaujia sub-caste of Sondrs 
in Behar. 

Modak , a synonym for Mayard. 



Moddsi, a group of the Rdj- 
bansi sub-caste of Kochhs in 
Northern Bengal. 

Modgalya, a section of Gan- 
dhabaniks in Bengal. 

Modhdgrdmi, a gdin of the 
Kdsyapa gotra of Bdrendra 
Baahmans in Bengal. 

Mod i f a title of Baniyds, 
Halwdis, Kalwars, Koras, and 
Sunris in Behar. 

Mogalkdchd, a mul or section 
of the Naomulia or Majraut sub- 
caste of Godlas in Behar. 

Mogha, a title of men who 
dress as females and earn their 
living by dancing and singing. 

Moghalid, a seotion of the 
Dhusid sub-caste of Chamdrs. 

Mohali, a sub-caste of Dorns 
in Behar. The similarity of 
name suggests a connection 
with the mat and basket-making 
caste of Mahili in Western 
Bengal. 

Mohan i, a title of Gonrhis in 
Behar. 

Mohdr, a mul or section of 
the Chhamulid Madhesia sub- 
caste of Halwdis in Behar. 

Mohara, a thar or sept of 
Damis in Darjiling whose chief 
profession is sewing. 

Mohbaita, a section of the 
Paohainy* sub-caste of Dorns in 
Behar. 

Mohdiar, a seotion of Ghdsis 
in Ohota Nagpur. 

Moira, a synonym for Mayard. 
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MBUNG. 



Mokt&n, a seotion of Munnis 
in Darjiling. 

Mold, a sub-caste of Bduris in 
Western Bengal. 

Mold, a section of Doms in 
Western Bengal. 

Mol&n, a section of Godlds in 
the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 

Moldhid, a section of Go&l&s 
in the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 

Moldiar, a section of B&bhans 
in Behar. 

Molima, Molima-Sege, a 
sept of Chakmds in the Hill 
Tracts of Chittagong. 

Molo, a sub-caste of Koris in 
Western Bengal. 

Momin, ‘faithful’; a synonym 
for Musalmdn ; a designation of 
Mahomedan Jolahas which dis- 
tinguishes them from the Hindu 
Jolahas. 

Mon , a synonym for Lepoha. 

Mongar, a section of Godlds in 
Behar. 

Mongbai, a sept of Tipperahs 
in the Hill Tracts of Chittagong. 

Monghyr, a dih or local seo- 
tion of the Maghayd sub-caste 
of Telis in Behar. The system 
of exogamy among this sub-caste 
of Telis seems, however, either to 
be dying out or to be of recent 
introduction, for some of the 
Maghayds say they have no dihs> 
but merely prohibit marriage 
within nine j pirhis or degrees of 
relationship. 

Mongld f a sept of the Tung- 
jainya sub-tribe of Chakm&s in 
the Hill Traots of Chittagong. 



Mongri, thorny fish, a totem- 
istic sept of Pins in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Mongtupo, a sept of the 
Yangorup sub-tribe of Limbus in 
Darjiling. 

Monmatar y Motia y Motari (from 
moty B.y i a burthen ’) a porter, a 
carrier of burthens, and generally 
a day-labourer employed other- 
wise than in agriculture. 

Mor, peacock, a totemistic 
section of Khandiits in Orissa 
and Chota Nagpur. 

Mormu, deer, a totemistic sept 
of Lohirs in Chota Nagpur. 

Morpachi, a sept of Goilis in 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Moti, a sept of Gonds in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Motiom&n, a sept of Kaurs in 
Chota Nagpur. « 

Motli&i a section of Goilis in 
the North-Western Provinces and 
Behar. 

Motrihd, a section of the Bano- 
dhii and Jaiswir Kalwirs in 
Behar. 

Mo-u, a sept of the Tung- 
jainya sub-tribe of Chakmis in 
the Hill Tracts of Chittagong. 

Mowar, a section of B&bhans 
in Behar. 

Mowlf a sept of Mundas in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Mradha, a title of Hiris in 
Bengal. 

Mridha, the head of the 
menial servants in a zamind&r’s 
establishment. 

Mrung 9 a synonym for 
Tipperah. 



Digitized by ^.oosle 



95 



MUCHI. 



Jjftttdtt, Rishi , 1 the leather-dressing and cobbler caste of Bengal, 
by origin doubtless a branoh of the Cham&rs, though its members 
now repudiate that name and claim to be a distinct caste of 
somewhat higher sooial position. Mr. Nesfield observes that “the 
industry of tanning is preparatory to, and lower than that of 
cobblery : and hence * * * * the caste of Cham&r r anks 

decidedly below that of Muohi. The ordinary Hindu does not 
consider the touoh of a Muchi so impure as that of a Cham dr 
and there is a Hindu proverb to the effeot that ‘dried or prepared 
hide is the same thing as cloth,’ whereas the touoh of the raw hide 
before it has been tanned by the Chamdr is considered a pollution. 
The Muchi does not eat carrion like the Chamdr, nor does he eat 
swine’s flesh ; nor does his wife over praotise the much-loathed art of 
midwifery. He makes the shoes, leather aprons, leather buckets, 
harness, portmanteaux, eto., used by the people of India. As a rule 
he is much better off than the Cham&r, and this eircumstanoe has 
helped amongst others to raise him in the social scale.” It may be 
gathered from this description that in the North-West Provinces 
the Muchi never dresses freshly-skinned hides, but confines himself 
to working up leather already tanned by the Chamdr. This distinc- 
tion does not appear to be so sharply drawn in Bengal, where 
Muchis tan hides like the Chamdrs, but will only cure those of the 
cow, goat, buffalo, and deer. 

The origin of the Muohi caste is given in the following legend, 
Traditions of origin. related to Dr. Wise by one of their Brahmans, 
, . afterwards reported to me substantially in 

the same form from an independent source:— One of the Praid-pati 
or mind-born sons of Brahmd, was in the habit of providing the flesh of 
cows and clarified butter as a burnt offering (Ahuti) to the gods. It 
was then the custom to eat a portion of the sacrifice, restore the viotim 
to life, and drive it into the forest. On one oocasion the Praj d-pati 
failed to resuscitate the sacrificial animal, owing to his wife, who was 
pregnant at the time, having clandestinely made away with a 
portion. Alarmed at this he summoned all the other Prajd-patis, 
and they sought by divination to discover the cause of the failure 
At last they ascertained what had occurred, and as a punishment the 
■wife was cursed and expelled from their society. The child which 
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these were some very young girls. They were ill-treated until they 
admitted all that was imputed to them and agreed to point out and 
remove the spell they had prepared. They pretended to search for 
dead birds, which, it was said, they had deposited as charms, but 
nothing was produced ; and one of the poor creatures, fearing further 
ill-usage, destroyed herself by jumping into a well. In Singbhum 
the wild Kharrids are looked upon as the most expert sorcerers ; and 
the people, though they not unfrequently seek their aid, hold them 
in great awe. 

a The funeral ceremonies of the Hos are deserving of special 

Disposal of the dead. “ oti ? e > “ ^ey show great reverence for the 
dead ; and the variety and singularity of the 
rites performed may materially aid us in tracing the connection of the 
people we are describing. In my account of the Khdsias I have already 
drawn attention to the similarity between their funeral oeremonies and 
those of the Hos. The funeral rites of the Hos and Gdros have also 
many points of resemblance. On the death of a respeotable Ho a very 
substantial coffin is constructed and plaoed on faggots of firewood. 
The body, carefully washed and anointed with oil and turmerio, is re- 
verently laid in the coffin ; all the clothes, ornaments, and agricultural 
implements that the deceased was in the habit of using are placed with 
it and also any money that he had about him when he died. Then 
the lid of the ooffin is put on, and faggots placed around and above 
it, and the whole is burned. The cremation takes plaoe in front of 
the house of the deceased. Next morning water is thrown on the 
ashes, search made for bones, and a few of the larger fragments are 
carefully preserved, whilst the remainder, with the ashes, are buried. 
The selected bones are plaoed in a vessel of earthenware, — we may 
call it an urn,— and hung up in the apartment of the chief 
mourner, generally the mother or widow, that she may have them 
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continually in view, and occasionally weep over them. Thus they 
remain till the very extensive arrangements neoessary for their final 
disposal are effected. A large tombstone has to be procured, and it 
is sometimes so ponderous that the men of several villages are 
employed to move it. Some wealthy men, knowing that their 
suooessors may not have the same influence that they possess, select 
during their lifetime a suitable monument to commemorate their 
worth, and have it moved to a handy position to be used when they 
die. When required for use it is brought to the family burial place, 
whioh with the Hos is dose to the houses, and near it a deep 
round hole is dug for the reception of the cinerary urn. When all is 
ready a funeral party collect in front of the deceased’s house — three 
or four men with very deep-toned drums, and a group of about eight 
young girls. The chief mourner comes forth, carrying the bones 
exposed on a decorated tray, and a prooession is formed. The chief 
mourner, with the tray, leads ; the girls form in two rows, those in 
front oarrying empty and partly broken pitchers and battered brass 
vessels ; and the men, with drums, bring up the rear. The prooes- 
sion advances with a very ghostly dancing movement, slow and 
solemn as a minuet, in time to the beat of the deep-toned drums, not 
straightforward, but mysteriously gliding,— now right, now left, now 
marking time, all in the same mournful cadence — a sad dead march. 
The ohief mourner carries the tray, generally on her head.; but at 
regular intervals she slowly lowers it, and as she does so the girls 
also gently lower and mournfully reverse the pitchers and brass 
vessels, and, looking up for the moment with eyes full of tears, 
seem to say, ‘Ah! see! they are empty.’ In this manner the 
remains are taken to the house of every friend and relative of the 
deceased within a circle of a few miles, and to every house in the 
village. As the prooession approaches each habitation, in the weird- 
like manner described, the inmates all come out, and the tray 
having been plaoed on the ground at their door, they kneel over 
it and mourn, shedding tears on the remains as their last tribute of 
affection to their deceased friend. The bones are also thus oonveyed 
to all his favourite haunts, — to the fields he cultivated, to the grove 
he planted, to the tank he excavated, to the threshing-floor where he 
worked with his people, to the Akkra or dancing arena where he 
made merry with them, — and each spot whioh is hallowed with 
reminiscences of the deoeased draws forth fresh tears from the 
mourners. In truth, there is a reality in their sadness that would 
put to shame the efforts of our undertakers and the purchased 
gravity of the best mutes ; and it is far less noisy and more sincere 
than the Irish ‘keening/ When this part of the ceremony is 
completed the procession returns to the village, and, slowly gyrating 
round the great slab, gradually approaches its goal. At last it stops ; 
a quantity of rice, cooked and unoooked, and other food is now oast 
into the grave, and the oharred fragments of bone transferred from 
the tray to a new earthen vessel plaoed over it. The hole is then 
filled up and covered with the large slab, which effectually closes 
it against desecration. The slab, however, does not rest on the 
ground, but on smaller stones, whioh raise it a little. With the 
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Mundas, as among the Kh6sias, these slabs may cover the graves 
of several members of a family ; but the ghost of a Ho likes to have 
his grave all to himself. A collection of these massive gravestones 
indelibly marks the site of every Ho or Mund&ri village ; and they 
may now be found so marking sites in parts of the country where 
there have been no Kols for ages. But in addition to the slab on 
the tomb, a megalithio monument is set up to the memory of the 
deceased in some conspicuous spot outside the village. The pillars 
vary in height from five or six to fifteen feet, and apparently frag- 
ments of rock of the most fantastic shape are most favoured. Close 
to the station of Chdibdsd, on the road to Keunjhar, may be seen 
a group of cenotaphs of unusual size, — one eleven feet two inches, 
another thirteen feet, and a third fourteen feet above the earth ; and 
many others of smaller dimensions. The groups of such stones that 
have come under my observation in the Munda and Ho country are 
always in line. The circular arrangement, so common elsewhere, 
I have not seen. 

“ I do not find that the present generation of Kols have any con- 
Reiirion. ception of a heaven or a hell that may not be 

^ lon * traced to Brahmanical or Christian teaching. 

They have some vague idea that the ghosts of the dead hover about, 
and they make offerings to them ; and some have, like the Chinese, an 
altar in the house, on which a portion of the ‘ daily bread ’ is offered 
to them. But unless under a system of prompting, often inadvertently 
adopted, they will not tell you that this after-existence is one of 
reward or punishment. When a Ho swears, the oath has no reference 
whatever to a future state. He prays that if he speak not the truth, 
he may be afflicted with as many calamities as befell Job, — that he 
may suffer the loss of all his worldly wealth, his health, his wife, his 
children ; that he may sow without reaping, or reap without gather- 
ing; and finally, that he may be devoured by a tiger, ft is a 
tremendous oath, and it is a shame to impose the obligation of making 
it on so generally truthful a people ; but they swear not by any hope 
of happiness beyond the grave, and the miserable wandering life they 
assign to the shades can only be looked forward to with dread. 
They fear the ghostB and propitiate them as spirits of a somewhat 
malignant nature, but oan nave no possible desire to pass into such 
a state of existence themselves. The funeral ceremonies I have 
described are what I myself witnessed. Colonel Tickell tells us that 
on the evening of the burning of the oorpse certain preparations are 
made in the house in anticipation of a visit from the ghost. A 
portion of the boiled rice is set apart for it, — the commencement, we 
may presume, of the daily aot of family devotion above noticed, — and 
ashes are sprinkled on the floor, in order that, should it oome, its 
footprints may be detected. The inmates then leave the house, and, 
circumambulating the pyre, invoke the spirit. Returning, they 
carefully scrutinise the ashes and rice, and if there is the faintest 
indication of these having been disturbed, it is at once attributed to 
the return of the spirit ; and they sit down apart, shivering with 
horror, and crying bitterly, as if they were by no means pleased with 
the visit, though made at their earnest solicitation, 1 have often 
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asked the Eds if their custom of casting money, food, and raiment 
on the funeral pyre is at all connected with the idea of the resurrec- 
tion of the body, or if they thought the dead would benefit by the 
gifts bestowed. They have always answered in the negative, and 
gave me the same explanation of the origin and object of the oustom 
that I received from the Chulikata Mishmis of Upper Assam, namely, 
that they are unwilling to derive any immediate benefit from the 
death of a member of their family ; they wish for no such oonsolation 
in their grief. So they commit to the flames all his personal effects, 
the olothes and vessels he had used, the weapons he carried, and the 
money he had about him. But new things that have not been used 
are not treated as things that he appropriated, and they are not 
destroyed ; and it often happens that respectable old Hos abstain from 
wearing new garments that they become possessed of to save them 
from being wasted at the funeral. When the interment of the bones 
is aooomplished, the event is made known far and wide by explosions 
that sound like discharges from heavy guns. This is sometimes done 
through the agenoy of gunpowder, but more frequently by the appli- 
cation of heat and cold to fragments of schistose rock, causing them 
to split with loud noises. 

“ In summing up the character of the people I have been describ- 

Sociai status. it is neoessary to separate the Hos from their 

cognates. The oiroumstances under which the 
character of the former has been developed are different, and they are 
in my opinion physically and morally superior to the Mundas, Bhumij, 
and Santals. They appear to me to possess a susceptibility of improve- 
ment not found in the other tribes. They have been directly under 
our government for about thirty-seven years ; and, ooming to us as 
unsophisticated savages, we have endeavoured to civilise them without 
allowing them to be contaminated. Whilst they still retain those 
traits which favourably distinguish the aborigines of India from 
Asiatios of higher civilisation, — a manner free from servility, but 
never rude ; a love, or at least the practice, of truth ; a feeling of 
self-respeot, rendering them keenly sensitive under rebuke, — they 
have become* less suspicious, less revengeful, less bloodthirsty, less 
contumacious, and in all respects more amenable to the laws and the 
advice of their officers. They are still very impulsive, easily excited 
to rash, headstrong action, and apt to resent imposition or oppression 
without reflection; but the retaliation, which often extends to a 
death-blow, is done on the spur of the moment and openly, secret 
assassination being a crime almost unthought of by them. As a 
fair illustration of their mode of action when violently incensed, 

I give the following : — A Bengali trader, accustomed to carry matters 
with a very high hand among his oompatriots in the Jungle Mahals, 
demanded payment of a sum of money due to him by a Ho, and 
not receiving it, proceeded to sequestrate and drive off a pair of 
bullocks, the property of his debtor. The Ho on this took to his 
arms, let fly an arrow which brought down the money-lender, whose 
head he then out off, went with it in his hand straight to the Deputy 
Commissioner, and explaining to that officer exactly what had 
occurred, requested that he might be condemned for the crime 
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without more ado ! Murders are not now more frequent in the 
Kolh&n than in other districts, latterly less so ; but when one does 
take plaoe, the perpetrator is seldom at any trouble to conceal him- 
self or his crime. The pluck of the Hos, displayed in their first 
encounter with our troops in former wars, I have often seen exem- 
plified on minor occasions. In competitive games they go to work 
with a will and a strenuous exertion of their full force, unusual in 
natives of India. Once at the Ranchi Fair there was a race of 
carriages, often used by travellers in Chutii N&gpur, drawn and 
propelled by men. One of these came from Singohum and had a 
team of Hos ; a collision took plaoe early in the race, and the arm 
of one of the Ho team was badly fraotured. It fell broken by his 
side, but he still held on to the shaft of the carriage, and, cheering 
and yelling like the rest, went round the course. The extreme 
sensitiveness of both men and women is sometimes very painfully 
exhibited in the analysis of the numerous cases of suicide that every 
year occur. A harsh word to a woman never provokes a retort, 
but it causes in the person offensively addressed a sudden depres- 
sion of spirits or vehement outbreak of grief, whioh few persons 
would a seoond time care to provoke. If a girl appears mortified by 
anything that has been said, it is not safe to let her go away till she 
is soothed. A reflection on a man’s honesty or veracity may be 
sufficient to send him to self-destruction. In a recent case a young 
woman attempted to poison herself because her uncle would not 
partake of the food she had cooked for him. The police returns of 
Bingbhum show that in nine years, from I860 to 1869, both inclusive, 
186 men and women committed suioide in that district. I have 
already spoken of them as good husbands and wives, but in all the 
relations of life their manner to each other is gentle and kind. I 
never saw girls quarrelling, and never heard them abuse or say 
unkind things of each other; and they never coarsely abuse, and 
seldom speak harshly to women. The only exception I know is 
when they believe a woman to be a witch. For suoh a one they have 
no consideration. They have no terms in their own language to 
express the higher emotions, but they feel them all the same/’ 



Hoduar, a bird, a totemistic 
sept of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Holongw&r, a sub-caste of 
Sunris in Manbhum. 

Horn, a title of Bangaja K&y- 
asths. 

Homjah, a sept of Mundas 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Homodimchhd, a thar or sept 
of Khambus in Darjiling. 

Horn w&r, a section of Kurmis 
in Chota Nagpur and Orissa. 



Homyagain, a thar of the 
Dh&njaya gotra of Nepali Brah- 
mans. 

Hondagid, a section of the 
Dhusia sub-caste of Cham&rs in 
Behar. 

Hone-hogd, a sept of Hos in 
Singbhum. 

Hong, a bird with long tail, 
a totemistic sept of Mundas in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Honti, a sept of Gonds in 
Chota Nagpur. 
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Hopthen, a section of Murmis 
in Darjiling. 

Hor, a title of Dakshin-R&rhi 
and Bangaja K&yasths. 

Horia, a bush, a totemistio 
sept of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Horo, red tree-ant, a totemis- 
tio sept of Mundas in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Horo-hon , a synonym for 
Munda in Chota Nagpur. 

HorongpdchhA, a thar or sept 
of Khambus in Darjiling. 

Hosainpurid, a section of the 
BanodhiA and Jaisw&r Kalw&rs 
in Behar. 

Hotd, a section of Utkal or 
Orissa Brahmans. 

Hrisi or Rishi , a synonym for 
Muohi in Bengal. 

Hroimajusa, a sept of Maghs 
in the Hill Tracts of Chittagong. 

Huddd, a sept of Rajputs in 
Behar. 

Hudinw&l, a section of Qo&l&s 
in the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 



Hui, a title of DakBhin-R&rhi 
and Bangaja K&yasihs. 

Hukp&h, a sept of Limbus in 
Darjiling. 

Hularbaha, a flower, a totem- 
istic sept of Mundas in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Hundar, wolf, a totemistio 
sept of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Huni, mouse, a totemistio sept 
of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Hunjar, a section of Tantis 
and P6ns in Chota Nagpur. 

Hunri, a synonym for Sunri. 

Hupachongbang, he who was 
blessed and prospered, a sept of 
the Phedab sub-tribe of Limbus 
in Darjiling. 

Huru, paddy-bird, a totemistio 
sept of Binjhi&s in Chota Nag- 
pur. 

Huruj, a sept of Korwas in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Husoi, a 6ept of Tipperahs in 
the Hill Traots of Chittagong. 

Hutar, a flower, a totemistio 
sept of Mundas in Chota 
Nagpur. 
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IchA, a sept of the Tunffjainja 
sub-tribe of ChakmAs in the Hill 
Traots of Ohittagong. 

Ichapocha, a sept of ChakmAs 
in the Hill Traots oi Chittagong. 

IchbariA, a section of the 
SAtmuliA Maghaya sub-caste of 
Kandus in Behar. 

Ichommah, a sept of Limbus 
in Darjiling. 

Idrif a jungle fruit, a sept of 
BairAgis in Chota Nagpur. 

Ikahan, a section of the Karan 
KAyasths in Behar. 

Ikteh, a sept of Limbus in 
Darjiling. 

IIAmhAng, a sept of Limbus 
in Darjiling. 

Imli f tamarind, a totemistio 
sept of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Imsong, a sept of Limbus in 
Darjiling. 

Indi, a title of Khatris and 
MayarAs in Bengal. 

Indra, a title of Dakshin- 
RArhi and Bangaja KAyasths. 

IndrabArA, a dih or local 
section of the MaghayA sub- 
caste of Telia in Behar. The 
system of exogamy among this 
sub-caste of Tens seems, however, 
either to be dying out or to be 
of reoent introduction, for some 
of the Maghayas say they have 
no dihs, but merely prohibit marri- 
age within nine pirhia or degrees 
of relationship. 

Indrapati, a sub-caste of RAs- 
togis in Behar. 

IndrawAr, a section of BAb- 
hans in Behar. 



Indri, a mul or section of the 
Chhamulii MadhesiA sub-oaste 
of HalwAis in Behar. 

Induar, a kind of eel, a totem- 
istio sept of NAgeswars ; a section 
of GorAits, Mahilis, Turis, and a 
sept of Chiks, LohArs, and Oraons 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Indur-katea, house rat, a to- 
temistio sept of Mundas in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Ingaria, moonlight, a sept of 
Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Inglamphe, the liar, a sept 
of the Ahtharai sub-tribe of 
Limbus in Darjiling. 

Ingmaba, he who kept fowls, 
a sept of the PAnthar sub-tribe 
of Limbus in Darjiling. 

Ingyaromba, a sept of the 
Yangorup sub-tribe of Limbus 
in Darjiling. 

Isar, a pangat or section of 
BAnsphor Dorns and DosAdhs in 
Behar. 

IsAre, a sept of the AgniA 
sub- tribe of Meches in the Darjil- 
ing TeraL 

Isbo, name of a village, a sept 
of the PhedAb sub-tribe of 
Limbus in Darjiling. 

lewAjitauni, a sub-tribe of 
ThArus in Nepal. 

ItawA, a mul or section of the 
KanaujiA sub-caste of SonArs in 
Behar. 

ItbAr or Itbdl 9 a title and a sec- 
tion of Tiyars in Behar. 

Ithinku, a sept of Limbus in 
Darjiling. 

ItwAr, a section of Kewats in 
Behar. 

T 



Digitized by {jOOQie 




JUBA GB AMI. 



838 



JAINAGABIA. 



J 

# dabagrdmi, a gdnn or sub-seo- 
tion of Saptasati Brahmans in 
Bengal. 

ddbdli, a section of Brahmans. 

Jdhdlid, a section of Bhoj- 
puria Halwdis in Behar. 

ddchanddr, appraiser, a title 
of Jugis and Tdntis in Bengal, 
dating back to the time when the 
East India Company traded in 
Indian woven goods. 

dddab-Mddhab, a section of 
the Mahmuddbdz sub-caste of 
Ndpits in Bengal. 

dddab-Rdy, a hypergamous 
group of Kaibarttasin Bakarganj. 

dddan, a sept of Bajputs in 
Behar. 

dddu, a section of the Maga- 
hiyd sub-caste of Dorns in Behar ; 
of Godlds in the North-Western 
Provinces and Behar. 

dddud, Jadmh (jadu , ‘magio *), 
a ' sub-caste of Kraunchdwipi 
Brahmans in Behar who practise 
fortune-telling, 

dadubansi, a sub-tribe of 
Rajputs ( Sher . i. p. 123). The 
Ahir Paiks of Chota Nagpur 
also call themselves Jadubansi 
Bajputs. A sub-caste of Goalaa 
in Behar and the North-Western 
Provinces. 

dadwdl, a section of Godlds in 
the North-Western Provinces and 
Behar. 

dddwar, a sept of Bajputs in 
Behar. 

dagaha, a sept of Gonds in 
Chota Nagpur, 



dagdi, a gim or sub-section of 
Saptasati Brahmans in Bengal. 

daganndthi or Uriya-Kum- 
hdr, a sub-caste of Kumhdrs in 
Orissa. 

Jagat, a sept of Gonds in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Jagatpur, a mul or section of 
the Naomulid or Majraut sub- 
caste of Godlds in Behar. 

dagdd, Jagdar, a sept of 
Mundas. 

dagmanrd, a section of the 
Biydhut and Ehariddhd Kalwdrs 
in Behar. 

dago, tamarind, a totemistio 
sept of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

dagsarid, a sept of Birhors in 
Chota Nagpur. 

dahari, a title of Lohars, 
derived from their sharpening 
weapons, the gloss of which is 
oalled jahar. 

ddhnavi, a section of the Gan- 
gotd caste in Behar. 

dahur, a sub-sept of the 
Hemrom sept of Santdls. 

Jaidi Pubidi a sub-caste of 
Utkal Brahmans in Orissa. 

daibele, a sub-oaste of Sunris 
in Western Bengal. 

dailak, a mul or section of the 
Naomulid or Majraut sub-caste 
of Godlds in Behar. 

daimlni, a section of Brah- 
mans. 

J a inagar id, a section of Awa- 
dhid Hajjdms in Behar. 
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Jaintimdsi, a section of the 
Bdrui caste in Bengal. 

Jaintpur, & section of the 
Biydhut and Khariddhd Kalwdrs 
in Behar. 

Jaipur, a mul or section of the 
Ayodhid sub-caste of Hajjdms in 
Behar. 

Jaipur id, a section of Amashta 
Kdyasths and a mul or section of 
the Banodhid sub-caste of Kal- 
wdrs in Behar ; a sept of Gonds 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Jaisi, (i) in Behar a synonym 
for Jyotisi, q.v. ; (ii) in Dar- 
jiling and Nepal a sub-caste 
of Brahmans, some of whom 
are probably J aisi Brahmans who 
have immigrated from the plains, 
while others are the illegitimate 
children of TJpddhya Brahmans 
by women of their own caste, 
or of TJpadhya or Jaisi Brah- 
mans by slave women. 

Jaisi, Jotkhi, or Jotsi, a sub- 
caste of the Kraunohdwipi Brah- 
mans in Behar. 

dai Singh, a section of Tiyars 
in Behar. 

d&isw&r, Jamo&ra , Jmowdra , 
Jashar , « Tamara, Jeswar, a name 
of a sub-caste or sept of Rajputs ; 
of Telis, Baniyas, Barais, Aur- 
mis, Tdntis, Dhdnuks, Kalwdrs, 
Chamdrs, etc. Sir H. Elliot thinks 
the name may imply that the 
people bearing it “came ori- 
ginally from Jais, a large manu- 
facturing town in Ouan.” The 
name is very widely diffused, and 
it is impossible to say for certain 
to what main caste we should 
refer persons who described them- 
selves in the Census schedule as 
Jaiswdrsby caste. Chamdrs are 
particularly fond of assuming this 
designation, which appears to 



associate or identify them with 
the more respectable Kurmi. 

Jaitar, a sept of the Suryabansi 
sub-tribe of Rajputs in Behar. 

Jaitharid, a section of Bdb- 
hans in Behar. 

daiwdr, a hypergamous group 
of Maithil Brahmans in Behar. 

Jdjaki, a class of up-country 
Brahmans who come to Bengal in 
search of employment as priests. 

JAJi, a section of Babhans in 
Behar. 

Jajim, a section of Bdbhana 
in Behar. 

J djnabal kya, a section of Brah- 
mans. 

Jajpuria, a sub-caste of Utkal 
Brahmans in Orissa. 

Jajuwdre-Bhardm, a mul of 
the Sdndil section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Jajuwdre-Uddnpur, a mul of 
the Sdndil section, of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Jajuwdre-Jamuni, & mul of 
the Sdndil section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Jajuwdre-Pachahi, a mul of 
the Sdndil section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Jakhalpurid, a section of 
Lohdrs and Sondrs in Behar. 

Jalaiwdr-Jdle, a mul of the 
Bdtsya section of Maithil Brah- 
mans in Behar. 

Jalaiwdr-Mardnchi, a mul of 
the Bdtsa section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Jalaiwdr-Ganraul, a mul of 
the Bdtsa section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

t 2 
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Jalaiw&r-M&li, a mul of the 
Bitsa section of Maithil Brah- 
mans in Behar. 



Jal&lpur, a dih or local section 
of the Maghayi sub-caste of 
Koiris in Behar. 

J&lbanu&r, net, a totemistic 
section of the Kurmi caste in 
Chota Nagpur and Orissa, the 
members of which will not make 
or touch a net. 



Jal Chhatri, a title of Sara- 
hiyis. 

Jalew&r (holder of fishing 
nets), a kul or section of Bibhans 
in Behar. 

Jal ids i ngh i, a section of Goria 
Gowir or Dahiir Goilis in Behar. 

J&lik, a sub-caste of Kaibarttas 
in Mildah. 

Jdliyd, a title of Milos i a 
E astern Bengal. 

Jfdlipd, Jaliy&t Jele, JAlo , Jalwd, Jeliyd , a general name in use 
throughout Bengal Proper as the popular 
designation of all classes of people who are 
engaged in boating or fishing. The etymology of the word is 
uncertain : some derive it from jdl, ‘ a net/ others from jal, 
i water/ Strictly speaking it is not a caste name, but is applied 
indifferently to Milos, Tiyars, Kaibarttas, Bauris, Bagdis, Bijbansis, 
and Mahomedans. In Noakhali, however, the term seems to 
have developed into the designation of a caste divided into four 
endogamous groups— Chdtgdon Jdliyd, Bhulud Jdliyd, Jhdlo 
Jdliyd, and Kaibartta Jdliyd. The last-named group consists 
doubtless of fishing Kaibarttas as distinguished from the cultivating 
members of that caste ; while Jh&lo may perhaps be a synonym 
for Milo. The other croups seem to be peculiar to Noakhali. 

Dr. Wise, who had special opportunities of observing the fishing 

Ph deal tvDo. castes, describes them as “ remarkable for 
7 typo * strength, nerve, and independent bearing. 
The finest examples of Bengali manhood are found among them, 
and their muscular figures astonish those accustomed to the feeble 
and effeminate inhabitants of towns. The physique of the Dacca 
fisherman is more robust than that of the same class on the Hughli, 
a fact noticed by Bishop Heber fifty years ago.” 

No one belonging to a fisher caste will fish with a rod and 
lme, or use a harpoon, as the Shik&ris do. 
gapparaus. Bengal fishermen use the seine, drift, trawl, 
bag, and cast nets. The Kaibarttas, however, will not employ an 
TJthar or Ber net, which are favourites with the Tiyar and Milo. 

Nets are made of hemp, never of ootton, and they are steeped 
in gib (Diospyrui glutinosa) pounded and allowed to ferment, by 
whioh means the net is dyed of a dark brown colour, becoming after 
immersion in water almost black. Floats are either made of shola 
or pieoes of bamboo, but dried gourds are occasionally preferred. 
Sinkers are made of baked day or iron. 

The following are the common nets in use among Bengali 
fishermen : — 

1. Jhdkl or k%hepla is the circular cast net 1 met with in all 
Eastern countries. It is usually six or seven cubits in diameter, 

1 II giacchio of Italian fishermen. 
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and is either thrown from the hank of & stream or from a boat. 
The circumference is drawn up into loops, or rather puckered, and 
weighted with iron. It is folded on the left forearm, while the 
edge and the central string are held by the right hand. By 
a sudden and foroible swing of the body the net is oast, and if properly 
thrown alights on the surface of the water, forming a complete 
circle. On its touohing the bottom the fisher slowly draws it 
towards him by the string just mentioned, and as he does so the 
heavily-weighted edge comes together, and no fish can esoape. The 
outcast B&gdi in Central Bengal swings the net round his head 
before casting it, but no respectable fisherman would dishonour his 
calling by so doing. 

2. The uthdr and gulti are magnified cast nets, differ- 
ing only in size and in the dimensions of the meshes. They 
are shot from a boat placed broadside to a stream, with the net 
folded on the edge. One man holds the centre rope, while two 
others gradually unfold and drop it overboard. As the boat drifts 
the net falls in a circle, and is then slowly drawn up. One of these 
nets is often forty feet in diameter, and a long boat like the jalk& 
is required to shoot it from. 

3. The sdngla is a small trawl net, used for oatohing 
hihd. The lower edge of the bag is weighted, and after being 
shot the boat drifts with the stream. When a fish passing over the 
lower lip of the net, to whioh a rope held by the fisaerman is 
attaohed, is felt to strike the back of the net, it is suddenly raised 
and the fish secured. 

4. The baoti is a fixed bag net, worked on the same principle. 

5. Chdndi is a large drift net, supported by gourds or 
bamboo floats, and in the water it hangs as a curtain, liketne herring 
net, the fish being caught by the gills. 

6. Ber is a large seine or sweep net, often thirty feet in 
depth and seven hundred and fifty in length. Several nets are 
usually joined together to form this “ train fleet ” or “ drift of nets.” 
The upper edge, or back, is buoyed by bamboos, while the lower, 
or foot, is weighted with iron. This is the favourite net with 
the Milos on the Meghna, but owing to its great length it has 
to be shot from two boats fastened together, and when drawn the 
two “ wings,” or ends, are slowly brought ashore. 

7. JBesdi or khdra is a fixed net, used either from the 
side of a boat, balanoed by an outrigger, or fixed to posts on the 
banks of rivers. The net is attached to two bamboos, which meet at 
an acute angle in the boat, but brandling off until separate about 
fifteen to twenty feet. One man stands at the angle ana lowers the 
net into the water, while another sits at the stem working a paddle 
with his leg until a certain distance has been passed over, when the 
net, whioh is somewhat bagged, is leisurely raised. This net is 
fancied by Tiyars and Milos, who at the first dawn of day may be 
seen fishing with it off bathing gh&ts and around steamers and 
vessels anchored in mid stream. Small fry are usually caught with 
it, but when fixed on the margin of a river, where there is a 
backwater or an eddy, large and weighty fish are often netted* 
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8* Kona is a large hag net need at the outlets of riven and 
streams. The sides are fixed, and the month faces the current. 
The lower lip rests on the bottom, while the upper remains open, 
and at intervals the former is raised and the fish taken (fat. 

Bengali fishermen are familiar with the habits of fish, and 
muoh might be learned from them on a branch of natural history 
strangely neglected in India. Night is the favourite time for 
fishing, quiet being neoessary for suocess ; and a full moon, or sunset 
and sunrise, are favourable times for shooting nets. The first of 
a spring tide is also a period when fish move. 

It is a curious coincidence that the English fisherman, when 
looking for a place to shoot his large drift, or herring net, raps 
with a piece of wood the planks of his boat, dose to the water line. 
The Malo is equally aware of the faot that brisk undulation of water 
frightens fish, causing them to move ; and as the net is being drawn, 
a man beats the side of the boat with an oar, by which means the 
draught is increased. 

During the month of mourning for a parent, no fisherman oan 
ply bis trade, or have any dealings in fish, unless he gets a special 
dispensation from the purohit. 

All fishermen objeot to sell the skate (signs), and will not retail 
in any way but whole the pangas ( Pimelodus pngasius), garua (Silurus 
garua), and gagar ( Pimelodus gagora). Neither will they catoh or 
sell crabs, nor touch the “putki” or bladder fish. 1 Many of the fisher 
castes of India have the Muhammadan aversion to fish without soales, 
and few will eat, or even handle, the “ singi” ( Siluru * singeo). Eels, 
however, they sometimes cook, but owing to the rioh and heating 
properties of the flesh it is not a favourite article of food. Muham- 
madans of the Hanifi school never eat amphibious animals as the 
crab, consequently the only Bengali-Muhammadans who use them 
as food are the indigent residents of Chittagong. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
SUijia in 1872 and 1881 



District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Distbict. 


1872. 


1881. 


Bard wan 

Banker a 

Birbhum 

Hidnapnr 

Hughll 

Howrah 

I4-Pargana» 

Nadiya 

Khulna ... ... 

Jeesore 

Murshedabad 

Dinajpur 

Bajshahye 

Bangpur 

fSR 


10,533 

1,261 

765 

29,450 

} 15,829 

23,979 

20,398 

43,641 

3,014 

10,296 

16,692 

16,301 

6,168 

26,945 


6,374 
8,310 
4,069 
20,068 
C 10,369 
l 6,467 
11,424 
14.998 
20,925 
86,836 
2,848 
18,898 
18,774 
8,387 
5,218 
89,260 


Darjiling ... ... 

Jalpigon 

Kuch Behar 

Dacca 

Faridpur ... . N 

Bakarganj 

Maimmmnh 

Tipperah 

Chittagong m 

Noakhtli ... 

Bill Tracts ... ... 

Balaaore 

Hasaribagh ... 

Loh&rdaga 

Manbhum ... ... 


44 

1,170 

82^*269 

20.460 

12.602 

86,399 

7,105 

9.284 

9,838 

34 

99 

2,648 


IS 

8,870 

2,640 

40,738 

28,607 

13,183 

84,887 

12,516 

15.311 

8,602 

11 

128 

**1,205 



1 The Tetrodon patoca. It emits a sound when lifted out of the water 
and fills itself with air. Like the T. Fahaca of the Nile, it serves as a play- 
thing for fisher children. 
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JaUdd, an executioner, a hang- 
man, a term which appears as a 
caste designation in the schedules 
of the Census of 1881. The per- 
sons who so described themselves 
Were probably Dorns. 

ddlo, a title of Mdlos in East- 
ern Bengal. 

ddlud, a group of the Bdjbansi 
sub-caste of Kponhs in Northern 
Bengal. 

dalwd, a title of Mdlos in 
Eastern Bengal. 

Jalwar, net, a sept of Loh&rs 
in Ohota Nagpur. 

ddmadagn i p&tra, a section 
of Utkal or Orissa Brahmans. 

Jdmadagnya, a section of 
Brahmans and Edyasths in Ben- 
gal- 

damaddr, a section of the 
Chaubhdn sub-caste of Nunids 
in Behar. 

damdd&r, sergeant in a native 
regiment, a police officer, a cashier, 
and sometimes a sweeper, who 
is so oalled by his fellow-servants 
in derision, he being the lowest 
servant in the household. 

dam&lpuri, aBection of Sondrs 
in Behar. 

damar Katy&l, a thar of the 
Bharadwdja gotra of Nepdli 
Brahmans. 

dam&tya, a sept of the Tip- 
perah tribe in the Hill Tracts of 
Chittagong. 

dambar, a section of the 
Oswdl Baniyds. 

damgot, a totemistio section of 
Nunids in Behar. 

Jamraidn, a section of Bdb- 
hans in Behar. 



d&mrukhi, a gdin of the 
Bdtsya gotra of Bdrendra Brah- 
mans in BengaL 

damtuti, a kind of grain or 
vegetable, a totemistio sept of 
Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

damudon, a section of the 
Biydhut and Khariddhd Kalwdrs 
in Behar. 

J amudr, a pur or section of 
Sdkadwipi Brahmans and of the 
Amashta sub-caste of Kayasths 
in Behar. 

ddmulu, a sept of Hos in 
Singbhum. 

ddnd, Jena, a sub-oaste of 
Aguris in Bengal; a title of 
Chdsds and Khanddits in Orissa, 
and of Glodlds and Xaibarttas in 
Bengal. 

dandgadhid, a section of 
Awadhid Ha jams in Behar. 

danakpuri, a sub-oaste of 
Telis and Chamdrs in Behar ; a 
section of Sondrs in Behar. 

danam' iar, a sept of Chiks 
in Chota Nagpur. 

danardshi, a section of Tdntis 
in Bengal. 

ddnddr, a title of Eewats in 
Behar. 

daneri (Janeo-n), wearer of 
the janeo or sacred thread; a 
title of Brahmans and Bajputs. 

dangatras, oowbone, a totem- 
istio sept of Mundas in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Janglif Jangla, a native of the 
jungles. The word is used in 
a special sense in connexion 
with inland emigration to denote 
non-Aryan ooohes from Chota 
Nagpur, whose immunity from 
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fever renders them the most 
valuable olass of labourers for 
Assam. 

d&njdii, a section of Gho&lds 
in the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 

Janku Samrai, a sept of 
Hos in Singbhum. 

danw&r, a section of B&b- 
hans and Mahesris in Behar. 

darangait, a section of LohArs 
in Behar. 



and Telia in Behar, see d&is- 
wdr. 

d£t, a sub-oaste of Go&l£s in 
Behar whose sections are Gadhu- 
wal, Chitosia, etc. They hold 
the title of Chaudhri, Singh, and 
Mar&r. 

d£th, a class of Mahomedan 
herdsmen in Behar ; a religious 
group of Jugis in Bengal. 

J&tham, a sub-caste of Dhobis 
in Behar. 



d&rd&r, a title of H&j&ms. 

darhudit, a territorial section 
of Binds in Behar. 

daridr, a totemistio seotion of 
Turis in Chota Nagpur signify- 
ing a lizard. 



Jathot, a division of the 
Pirbatti-Kurin sub-caste of Gon- 
rhis in Behar who are distinguish- 
ed from the rest of the sub-castes 
by treating as exogamous groups 
the divisions which the others 
regard merely as titles having no 
bearing on marriage. 



Jarigdmba, jari tree, a totem- 
istio sept oi Ju&ngs in Orissa. 



ddthot, a sub-oaste of Kewats 
in Behar. 



ddr-Kdmi, a seotion of TTAirna 
in Darjiling. 

Jaru, a seotion of Awadhi4 
Hajjdms in Behar. 

» totemistio sept of the 
Bhumij tribe in Manbhuxn. 



d&ti-Karmak&r, a sub-oaste of 
Kdmars in Noakh&li. 

Jdti-Madak, a sub-oaste of 
Madhon£pits in Bengal. 

Jdti-Mech, a sub-tribe of 
Meohes in the Darjiling Terai. 



• *!?*'**^*'i a sub-oaste of Koiris 
in Behar who do permit widows 
to remarry. 

das, a title of Dakshin-Birhi 
and Baogaja Kajasths. 

dasatbdr, a sept of Suraj- 
bansi Bajputs in Behar. 

Jasidm, a seotion of Lohirs 
in Behar. 



dMogtAm!, a gdm of the 
Sabarna gotra of Birendra Brah- 
mans in Bengal. 



J&t-P&tni, a sub-caste of 
P&tnis in Bengal. 

Jatrama, a sept of Mundas 
in Chota Nagpur. 

datria, a sept of Mundas in 
Chota Nagpur. 

dattia y Jettiy a class of wan- 
dering mendicants from the 
North-Western Provinces. 

d&tukama, a seotion of the 
Dakshin£tya Baidik Brahmans in 
Bengal, and of Utkal Brahmans 
in Orissa. 



dasw&r, a sub-oaste of Dha- daum, a section of AwadhiA 
nuks, Kfindus, Kahfa, Kurmis, HajjAms in Behar. 
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Jaunpuri, a sub-oaste of 
Telia in Bebar who sell oil, but 
do not manufacture it; also of 
Chamdrs. 

Jaunpuri Kamlapati, a sub' 
caste of Banids in Behar. 

Jawdlid, a mul or section of 
the Tinmulid Madhesid sub-caste 
of Halwdis in Behar. 

Jay it a sub-section of the 
Bharadwdja seotion of Utkal 
Brahmans in Orissa. 

Jebel, a mul or section of the 
Chhamulid Madhesid sub- caste of 
Halwdis in Behar. 

Jedhrid, a kul or section of 
Bdbhans in Behar. 

Jeruhet, a section of Maghayd 
Kumhdrs in Behar. 

Jeseriet, a mul or section of 
the SdtmuHd or Kishnaut sub- 
caste of Godlds in Behar. 

Jeshkuchdf a thar or sept of 
Sunuwars in Darjiling. 

Jesiw&r, a section of Bdb- 
hans in Behar. 

Jespuchdt a thar or sept of 
Sunuwars in Darjiling. 

Jesw&r, a sub-oaste of Bani- 
yas; of Chamdrs in Behar who 
are said to have oome from the 
North-West Provinces and work 
as servants, syces, and labourers. 
See Jdiswdr. 

Jethaut, a sub-oaste of Kai- 
barttas and Ndgars in Behar. 

Jethautidi a mul or section of 
the Naomulid or Gorid sub-caste 
of Godlds in Behar. 



Jethkar, a sub-caste of Gan- 
gotds in Behar. 

Jethman, a title of the Sang- 
tarash sub-caste of Gonrhis in 
Behar. 

Jethuliar, a section of Bdb- 
hans in Behar. 

Jethurid, a section of Bdbhans 
in Behar. 

Jewal, a section of Madhesid 
Halwais in Behar. 

Jewni, a section of Chanddls 
who catoh and sell fish. 

Jhd, Ujhd, or Ojhd, a title 
of Maithil Brahmans in Behar. 

Jhddadid, a seotion of Godlds 
in the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 

Jhagdolid» a section of Godlds 
in the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 

Jhagreb, a thar or sept of the 
Bdrah-Gurung sub-tribe of Gu- 
rungs in Darjiling. 

Jhdj, a mul or section of the 
Naomulid or Majraut sub-oaste 
of Godlds in Behar. 

Jhdmdl f Jhampati, a gdin of 
the Bharadwdja gotra of Bdren- 
dra Brahmans in Bengal. 

Jhanddhd, a mul or section of 
the Banodhid sub-caste of Kal- 
wdrs in Behar. 

Jhdngar, a variant for Dhdn- 
gar, q.v . 

Jhdngdi 9 a thar or sept of 
Mangars in Darjiling. 
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Jhankal or dant, a title of 
Kandhs in Orissa. 

Jhankri, a quack doctor in 
Nepal. 

Jh&p&basri&r, a section of 
Kurmis in Chota Nagpur and 
Orissa. 

Jh&ri, a that or sept of Man- 
gars in Darjiling. 

Jh&rowd, a synonym for 
Mehtar or sweeper. 

dharud, a sub-tribe of Sayars 
in Orissa. 



Jh&ru&i a sub-caste of Utkal 
Brahmans in Orissa. 

dh&rukar, a broom-maker; a 
title applied roughly to several of 
tiie low castes. 

Jh&tid or Jhetii, a sub-caste 
of Bauris, KorAs and LohArs in 
Western Bengal. 

Jh&tidekA, a section of Kur- 
mis in Chota Nagpur and 
Orissa. 

JhauAit, a territorial section 
of Binds in Behar. 

JhiniA, a seotion of PAtnis. 



JhxrrA, Khaki, a small caste of Chota Nagpur, believed by 
Colonel Dalton to be a sub-tribe of Gonds. Babu Rakhal Das 
Haidar thought they were Kaibarttas, who had made their way up 
the valley of the Brahmani and settled in Chota Nagpur. He 
mentions in support of this hypothesis the faot that the Jhora 
Milik of parganas Biru and Kesalpur in LohardagA bears the 
title Behara, which is used by the Kaibarttas in Bengal. But 
the title Behara is common among the Dravidian tribes of Orissa, 
and there is no need to go so far as the Kaibarttas to explain it. 
The Malik in question calls himself a Gangabans Rajput, and all 
landholding Jhoras claim similar rank. The Beharas of Biru were 
bound to supply diamonds to the Maharaja of Chota Nagpur, and 
several villages are said to have been granted to them on these terms. 
In the south of LohardagA and in the Tributary States Jhoras earn 
a miserable and uncertain livelihood by washing gold in the beds of 
the streams. Their applianoes are primitive to a degree— a saraper 
in the form of a flattened iron hook set in a wooden handle, and a 
shall ow wooden dish about two feet long and eighteen inches wide. 
The scraper is used to collect what an Australian would oall ‘pay- 
dirt’ from the chinks and corners of the rocks in the bed of the 
stream, and this dirt is then manipulated with water by dexterously 
r ookin g the dish this way and that, until the smallest partioles of 
foreign matter have been separated and there remains only a fine 
deposit of blaok Band in whioh tiny specks of gold are seen to sparkle. 
The use of meroury being unknown, the very small and invisible 
gold is of oourse lost. As regards the earnings of the JhorAs, the 
evidenoe is necessarily somewhat uncertain. Colonel Haughton was 
told in 1864 that a vigorous man often earned as muoh as twelve 
annas in a day, a sum enormously exceeding the daily wages of 
unskilled labour, whioh cannot then have been more than an anna. 
Mr. Ro binson found that men whom he paid at the latter rate got 
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for him from three to four annas’ worth of gold ; and it may be 
taken for granted that men working for themselves would earn more 
than this. Colonel Dalton, on the other hand, speaks of gold wash- 
ing as a very poor business, at whioh a man oould not expect to earn 
more than a bellyful ( pet-bhar ) as the Jhoris simply put it. Doubt- 
less the amount varies considerably in different localities, and the 
Zhoras themselves would be disposed to underrate it for fear the 
looal Bij & might begin to take an interest in the subject. They are, 
moreover, a depressed and indolent class of people, and are believed 
to be not entirely free from a superstitious prejudice against trust- 
ing too much to their own exertions. 

The Jhoris of Lohardaga have three sections — Kasyapa, Krishni- 
treya and Nag, and they observe the rule that a man may not 
marry a woman of his own seotioiu In the matter of prohibited 
degrees supplementing the rule of exogamy, their praotioe is un- 
usually lax, for they allow a man to marry the daughter of his 
maternal uncle or his paternal aunt, a departure from the ordinary 
rules whioh strikes one as curious. By religion they are Hindus, 
employing Brahmans as priests and burning their dead in the usual 
way except in the case of lepers, women who die in ohildbed, per- 
sons who die of small-pox or leprosy, and infants who die before the 
ceremony of Karnabedh or boring the ear has [been performed. The 
landholding Jhoris profess to many their daughters as infants in 
accordance with orthodox Hindu usage ; the gold-washing class 
adhere to the adult marriage characteristic of the Dravidian tribes 
while untouched by Hindu influence. 



Jhorfi, a title of Kewats or 
fishermen in Behar. 

Jhumurwfila, a class of Ma~ 
homedan musicians. 

Jhuri, dried bushes, a sept 
of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Jifi, a river fish, a sept of 
Mundas and Pins in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Ji&rw&r, a section of the Sat- 
mulia Maghaya sub-caste of 
Hindus in Behar. 

Jihu, a bird, a sub-sept of the 
Hansda sept of Santals. 

dljicha a thar or sept of 
Sunuwirs in Darjiling. 



Jildgar, a book-binder, an 
occupation followed almost ex- 
clusively by Mahomedans. 

J imb&, a section of Murmis in 
Darjiling. 

Jimdar , a title and synonym 
for Khambu in Darjiling, 

Jimel, a thar or sept of 
Gurungs in Darjiling. 

Jing-ba, a rui or sept of 
Sherpa Bhotias of Nepal 

Jiribasti, a mui or section of 
the Chhamulii Madhesia su b - caste 
of Halwais in Behar. 

Jirel, a thar or sept of Sunu- 
wirs in Darjiling. 

dirhul, a kind of wild 
flower, a totemistio sept of 
Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 
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Jitiapipar, a fruit! a totem- 
istio sept of Mundas in Chota 
Nagpur. 

dn&nbar, a name of a fainily 
of Grihasth Jugis in Bengal. 

dog, a hypergamous group 
of Maithil Brahmans in 
Behar. 



dogi, a section of Rautits; a 
sub-sept of the Saren sept 
of SantAls ; a synonym for 
BairAgi. 

dogid&si, a sub-caste of Sunns 
in Maldah. 



Joldhd , a synonym for Jolha. 



JoIhA, Joldhd , Julahd , Momin , the Mahomedan weaver caste of 
. Bengal and Behar. Dr. Wise thinks that 

Ungm * they “ belonged to a despised Hindu caste who 

in a body became converts to Muhammadanism.” It would seem, 
however, that the formation of a weaving caste within the ranks of 
the Mahomedans may be accounted for without supposing that any 
compact group was converted en masse . The structure of the large 
and heterogeneous aggregate known as the Tanti caste (see article 
T&nti) suggests, not that all Tantis derive their origin from a 
distinct tribe devoted to the weaving trade, but that separate 
weaving oastes were formed in different parts of the country out of 
the materials which were at hand in each case. The same thing 
may well have happened among the Mahomedans ; while the low 
esteem in which the profession of weaving is held would suffice 
to out off those adopting it from intermarriage with their co- 
religionists. 

The customs of the JolAhAs, says Dr. Wise, are essentially Shiah, 
.. , ^ and are observed with the punctiliousness which 

often characterises converts of dubious sooial 
position. During the month of Muharram they do not comb their 
hair, chew betel, or eat from vessels in which fish has been dressed. 
Besides, on the fifth, sixth, and seventh days of that month they 
wear the baddhi and kafni badges of the martyred Imams. In 
former days the J olah&s were peculiar among Mahomedans in never 
having the Kdbin y or marriage settlement, drawn up in presenoe of 
the Qizi ; but of late years the practice has been introduced, and in 
addition a Mahr-Ndmah , or deed of settlement, is executed. The 
titles of Jolihas are Karigar, Malik, Mandal, and Shikdir. Their 
headman is called MuAtabar. 

In Behar during the Muharram Joldhd women abstain from 
chewing betel, combing their hair, using oil or vermilion, and 
putting spangles (tikli) on the forehead. They assume, in short, 
the garb of widowhood and mourn for Hassan and Hossein as 
(he Greeks mourned for Adonis, sleeping on the bare ground 
and avoiding intercourse with their husbands. They wear baddhi 
and kafni on the 8th of the month, and on * the night of the 
9th they break their bangles, attire themselves in green saris y 
and go forth with dishevelled hair, chanting dirges for the murdered 
Imams. 
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The following extract from Behar Peasant Life ahows how low 
a place the Jol£hd occupies in popular estima- 
Sociai status. tion. The sayings quoted by Mr. Grierson 

have very wide currency, and are by no means oonfined to 
Behar : — 

“The Musalman weaver or Jolha is the proverbial fool of 
Hindu stories and proverbs. He swims in the moonlight across 
fields of flowering linseed, thinking the blue colour to be caused 
by water. He hears his family priest reading the Qur£n, and 
bursts into tears to the gratification of the reader. When pressed to 
tell what part affeoted him most, he says it was not that, but the 
wagging beard of the old gentleman so muoh reminded him of a 
pet goat which had died. When forming one of a company of 
twelve he tries to count them, and finding himself missing wants to 
perform his own funeral obsequies. He finds the rear peg of a 
plough, and wants to set up farming on the strength of it. He gets 
into a boat at night, and forgets to pull up the anohor. After rowing 
till dawn he finds himself where he staked, and concludes that the 
only explanation is that his native village could not bear to lose 
him, and had followed him. If there are eight weavers and nine 
l hukkasy they fight for the odd one. Once on a time a crow carried off 
to the roof of the house some bread which a weaver had given 
his child. Before giving the child any more he took the precaution 
of removing the ladder. like the English fool, he always gets 
unmerited blows. For instance, he onoe went to see a ram fight 
and got butted himself, as the saying runs : — 

Karigah chhdr tamdsa jdy, 

Nahak chot Joldha khdy. 

— ‘He left his loom to see the fun, and for no reason got a 
brushing. , 

“ Another story (told by Fallon) is, that being told by a soothsayer 
that it was written in his fate that his nose would be cut off with an 
axe, the weaver was incredulous, and taking up an axe kept flourishing 
it, saying, yon karba ta Ijor kdtbon, yon karba ta hath kdtbon , aur yon 
karba tah nd — if I do sc I cut my leg, and if I do sc I cut my 
hand; but unless I do sc my no — , and his nose was off. A 
proverb — Jolha jdnathi jau kdtai ? — does a weaver know how to out 
barley ?— refers to a story (in Fallon) that a weaver, unable to 
pay his debt, was sent to cut barley by his creditor, who thought 
to repay himself in this way. But instead of reaping, the stupid 
fellow kept trying to untwist the tangled barley stems. Other 
proverbs at his expense are — kaua chalal bds ken , Jolhd chalal yhm 
ken , — the weaver went out to cut grass (at sunset), when even the 
orows were going home; Jolhd bhutiailah tisi the weaver lost 

his way in the linseed field, an allusion to the swimming exploit 
already reoorded. His wife bears an equally bad character, as in 
the proverb— bahsdli Jolhini bapak ddnrhi noche,—o, wilful weaver’s 
wife will pull her own father’s beard.” 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
Jolhas in 1872 and 1881. It appears that some J olh&s are considered 
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to be Hindus who are insignifioant in number, and as snob returned 
in the Census of the latter year as well as in certain districts of the 
former year. 



District. 


1871. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Fardwan ... .« 

Bankura ... 

Birbhum 

Hidnapur 

Hughli 

Howrah ... 

Si-PnrgUlM 

Nadiya ... »• — 

Khulna ... 

Jesftore 

H arshedabad ... •« 

Dinaipur 

Bajshahye 

Bamrpur 

Bogra — 

Fauna 

Jalpigori .» ... 

Dacca 


48 

*~205 

899 

} 53 
m 

1,827 

"9,482 

7«6 

74 

6,023 

280 

Ul 

7,798 

17 

10,464 


47 

199 

180 

{ 18 

6 

898 

267 

926 

199 

1,150 

163 

40 

2 

709 


Furidpur 

Bakarganj 

M&imansinh 

Chittagong 

Gya 

TiAut 

Cham pa ran 

Monghyr 

Bhagalpur 

Purniiih ... 

Moldah 

San til Parganaa 

Hazaribagh 

Lotaardagi 

Sinjrbhum 

Manbhum 

Tributary States ... 


6.086 

8,748 

1,188 

144 

} 61 
77 

81,088 | 

800 

698 

88,144 

25.607 

4,690 

250 


819 

4 

7 

66 

40 

{ *** *881 
861 
2,184 
81,716 
6,275 
189 
2,858 

IS 

10 

112 



Jon&lit a pathi or hypergam- 
ous Bub-group of Barendra 
Brahmans in Bengal. 

Jon&rii an endogamous divi- 
sion of P&soh&tya Baidik Brah- 
mans in Bengal. 

dongan, a seotion of Mur- 
mis in Darjiling. 



donk Haper, leech, a totemistio 
sept of Mondas in Ghota Nagpur. 

doriahi, a seotion of the Dhu- 
si& sub-caste of Ghamdrs in Behar. 

doshi, a group of the Adi- 
Gaura sub-caste of Gaura Brah- 
mans in Behar. 

dosi&m, a seotion of Kam&r- 
kalla Sonars in Behar. 



Patud , a non-Aryan tribe of Keunjhar and Dhenkanal 
in Orissa, classed by Colonel Dalton on linguistic 
grounds as Kolarian. Their language is said 
to approach more closely to the Kharid than to the other Kol 
dialeots ; but it has borrowed largely from Uriya, and also oontains 
a number of words of uncertain origin. 

They are, Bays Colonel Dalton, a small race like the Oraons, 
the males averaging less than five feet in 
Physical type. height, and the women not more than four feet 
eight inches. Their predominating physical characteristics appear 
to be great lateral projection of the zygomatio arches and general 
flatness of feature; upright, but narrow and low, foreheads pro- 
jecting over a very depressed nasal bone ; pug-noses with spreading 
nostrils ; large mouths, thick lips, reoedmg lower jaw and chin. 
The hftir is coarse and frizzly, the prevailing colour being a reddish 



brown. 

The opinion that the Judngs are closely related to the Mundaa 
and the Kharias derives some support from the fact that the 
women tattoo their faoes with the same marks as are used by 
these tribes— three strokes on the forehead just above the nose, 
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and thro© on Bach temple. They swear on earth taken from an 
ant-hill and on a tiger skin. The Khari&s hold the ant-hill saored, 
and the oath on the tiger’s skin is in oommon use among Hos and 
SantAls. 

The Keunjhar Judngs claim to be the autoohthones of the 
country, and traoe their descent on the male 
^Head-quarter* of the 6 ^ e ^ a 0 f oelestial beings who danoed 
in the Ghiptaganga hills with the leaf-clad 
daughters of men and took some of them to wife. The village of 
Gonasika, which is considered the head-quarters of the tribe, was 
visited by Colonel Dalton about twenty years ago. He found there 
twenty-five families of Juangs living in tiny huts measuring about 
six feet by eight, very low, and with very small doors. These were 
divided into two compartments — one used for stores, and the other 
being the living-room of the head of the house and his wife and 
daughters. The boys of each family slept in a large dormitory 
near the entrance of the village, whioh also served as a lodging for 
guests. All the habits of the tribe were then of the most primitive 
character. Ironsmiths and smelters of iron were unknown, and 
there was no word for iron in their language. The arts of spinning 
and weaving were equally strange to them, and, like the Australian 
aborigines, they had never attained to the simplest knowledge of 
pottery. 

“ The females, ” says Colonel Dalton, “ had not amongst them 
„ . , a particle of clothing. Their sole covering for 

purposes of decency consisted in a girdle 
composed of several strings of beads, from whioh depended before 
and behind small curtains of leaves. Adam and Eve sewed fig 
leaves together and made themselves aprons. The JuAngs are not 
so far advanced ; they take young shoots of the Asan ( Terminalia 
tomentosa) or any tree with long soft leaves, and arranging them 
so as to form a flat and scale-like surface of the required size, 
the sprigs are simply stuck in the girdle fore and aft and the toilet 
is oomplete. The girls were well-developed and finely-formed 
specimens of the raoe, and as the light leafy costume left the out- 
lines of the figure entirely nude, they would have made good studies 
for a sculptor. 

The beads that form the girdle are small tubes of burnt earthen- 
ware made by the wearers. They also wore a profusion of neck- 
laces of glass beads, and brass ornaments in their ears and on their 
wrists, and it was not till they saw that I had a considerable stock 
of such articles to dispose of that they got over their shyness and 
ventured to approaoh us.” 

The men of the Ju&cg tribe, though still preserving a tradition 
that they used to wear kopim or loin-cloths made from the bark 
of the tumba tree, use instead of leaves a small strip of cotton doth. 
Up to a few years ago the women were deterred from following their 
example by the tradition that the goddess of the Baitarani river 
“ emerging for the first time from the Gonasika rock came suddenly 
on a rollioking party of Juangs dancing naked, and ordering them 
to adopt leaves on the moment as a covering, laid on them the 
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cmrse that they must adhere to that oostume for ever or die.” 
In 1870 the curse was removed by Captain P. J. Johnstone, 
Superintendent of the Keunjhar State, who had acquired great 
influence with the people, and induoed the women to dress themselves 
in ootton clothes. 

The internal structure of the JuAng tribe is shown in Appendix I. 
r * i A There are no sub-tribes, and the entire com- 

Internal structure. .. » . . 

m unity forms a single endogamous group. 
The septs are totemistio, the totems comprising the names of animals, 
trees, and plants. A man may not marry a woman of his own 
section, ana must also observe certain rules regarding prohibited 
degrees which do not seem to be very precisely defined. I gather, 
however, that marriage with the descendants of the paternal 
uncle is prohibited for a oertain number of generations, but that 
the rule is less strict concerning the descendants of a maternal 
unole. 



As a general rule Ju&ngs give their daughters in marriage only 
after they are grown up; and sexual lioense 
arnag0 ’ before marriage, though not expressly recog- 

nised, is nevertheless tolerated as a necessary incident of a system 
of free courtship. Of late years instances of infant-marriage have 
ocourred in the tribe ; but these were exceptional cases, due to the 
desire of particular families to imitate Hindu usage. The marriage 
oeremony is simple. The bridegroom sends a party of his friends 
to propose for the girl, and if his offer is accepted the wedding day 
is fixed and a cart-load of unhusked rice delivered by way of bride- 
price. The bride is then brought to the bridegroom’s house by his 
friends and hers, is dressed in new clothes, and has a set of brass 
ornaments put on. Consummation follows at once, and the night 
is spent in feasting. In the morning the bridegroom dismisses the 
bride’s friends with a present of three measures of husked and 
three of unhusked rice. The presence of a priest is not ordinarily 
deemed essential, but in some oases the village dehari is called in to 
add a religious sanction by sprinkling rioe and turmeric on the heads 
of the wedded pair. 

Polygamy is permitted, and there appears to be no rule limiting 
the number of wives a man may have. No Ju&ng, however, says 
Colonel Dalton, has ventured on more than two at a time ; and 
even this indulgence is only resorted to when the first wife proves 
barren or faithless. A widow mav marry again, and is expected, 
though not compelled, to marry her deceased husband’s younger 
brother. In the event of her choioe falling upon an outsider, 
she is not allowed to marry until a year after her husband’s death. 
No special ritual appears to be ordained for the marriage of a 
widow : the bridegroom merely gives her a new cloth and some 
bracelets, and provides a feast for the elders of the caste. Divorce is 
permitted, with the sanction of the panchdynt , for adultery, dis- 
obedience, scolding, and barrenness. The woman is simply taken back 
to her father’s house and left there. In cases of special hardship, 
where the wife is held not to have been in fault, the husband is 
required to give a heifer or three or four rupees to the wife’s family 
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as compensation for his action in divoroing her. Divorced wives may 
marry again by the same form as widows. 

“The Ju&ngs appear to be free from the belief in witchcraft, 

, r which is the bane of the Kols, and pemioiously 
lgious e . influences nearly all other classes in the Jungle 
and Tributary Mah&ls. They have not, like the Khari&s, the 
reputation of being deeply skilled in sorcery. They have in their 
own language no terms for * god,’ for ‘ heaven ’ or ‘ hell/ and, so 
far as I can learn, no idea of a future state. They offer fowls to 
the sun when in distress, and to the earth to give them its fruits in 
due season. On these occasions an old man officiates as priest : he 
is called N&gam. The even tenor of their lives is unbroken by any 
obligatory religious ceremonies.” 

My own enquiries lead me to doubt the accuracy of this aoeount. 
The Juangs of Keunjhar worship a forest deity called BarSm, who 
stands at tne head of their system and is regarded with great vener- 
ation. Next to him come Th&npati, the patron of the village, also 
known to the Savars, Masimuli, Kdlapat, Basuli, and Basumati or 
mother earth. Buffaloes, goats, fowls, milk, and sugar are offered to 
all of these, and are afterwards partaken of by the worshippers. No 
regular days seem to be set apart for sacrifice, but offerings are made 
at seed time and harvest, and the forest gods are carefully propitiated 
when a plot of land is cleared from jungle and prepared for the plough. 
In addition to these elemental or animistio deities, the Hindu gods 
Siva, Durg&, and Balabhadra are beginning to be recognised, in a 
scanty and infrequent fashion, by the tribe. Brahmans as yet have 
not been introduced, and all religious functions are discharged by 
the dehari or village priest. 

Juangs bum their dead, laying the corpse on the pyre with the 
head to the south. The ashes are left at the 

Disposal of the dead. in . . . . . 

place of cremation or are cast into a running 
stream. A few days after death a meagre propitiatory ceremony is 
performed, at which the maternal uncle of the deceased officiates 
as priest. Offerings to departed ancestors are also made in October, 
when the autumn rice crop is harvested. 

Agriculture is believed to be the original occupation of the tribe. 

Occu tion “ They cultivate,” says Colonel Dalton, “ in the 

up& ©s, rudest way, destroying the forest trees by 

the deadly process of girdling them, burning all they can 
of the timber when it dries and sowing in the ashes. They thus 
raise a little early rice, Indian com, pulses, pumpkins, sweet 
potatoes, ginger, and red pepper, — seed all thrown into the ground 
at once to come up as it can. They dedare they subsist every year 
more on wild roots and fruits than on what they rear, but I doubt 
if they are so badly off as they pretend to be. The area of their 
cultivation appeared proportionate to their numbers. They pay no 
rent, being under obligation to serve the R£j&, repair his house, 
and carry his burdens when required to do so in lieu of money 
payment, and they speud no money in olothes ; it is difficult to 
understand, therefore, their not having a sufficiency of wholesome 
food, unless it be that they spend all their substance in drink. 
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They are no doubt addicted to ardent spirits, and they are obliged 
to buy what they consume, as they have not acquired the art of 
distilling or even of brewing rice-beer, which every ]£ol understands/’ 

In regard to food they are not in the least particular, eating all 
Food kinds of flesh, including mice, rats, monkeys, 

ooat tigers, bears, snakes, frogs, and even offal, and 

for them the jungles abound in spontaneously-produced vegetables. 
In the quest of such food they possess all the instinct of the animal, 
discerning at a glance what is nutritive, and never mistaking a 
noxious for an edible fungus or root. 

The Ju&ngs do not look a warlike people, but when urged to it 
by the Bhuiyas, whose lead they invariably follow, they are some- 
times troublesome. They use the bow and arrow, but their favourite 
weapon is the primitive sling, made entirely of oorcL They take 
“ peobles from the brook,” or stones as they find them. They have 
no idea of fashioning them to produce more efficient projectiles.” 

The tribal dances of the Ju&ngs, which seem to be totemistio 
. _ in character, are thus described by Colonel 

Tnbal d&nce. Dalton _ 

“ In one figure the girls moved round in single file, keeping the 
right hand on the right shoulder of the girl in front ; in another, with 
bodies inclined they wreathed their arms and advanced and retreated 
in line. In this movement the performance bore a strong resem- 
blance to one of the Kol dances. Then we had the bear dance. The 
girls, aoting independently, advance with bodies so much inclined 
that their hands touch the ground ; thus they move not unlike bears, 
and by a motion from the knees the bodies wriggle violently, and the 
broad tails of green leaves flap up and down in a most ludiorous 
manner. 

“ The pigeon dance followed : the action of a love-making pigeon 
when he struts, pouts, sticks out his breast, and scrapes the ground 
with his wings was well imitated, the hands of the girls doing duty 
as wings. Then came a pig and tortoise dance, in which the motions 
of those animals were less felicitously rendered, and the quail danoe, 
in which they squatted and pecked at the ground after the fashion of 
those birds. They concluded with the vulture dance, a highly 
dramatio finale. One of the men was made to lie on the ground and 
represent a dead body. The girls in approaching it imitated the 
hopping, sidling advance of the bird of prey, and, using their hands 
as beaks, nipped and pinched the pseudo-corpse in a manner that 
made him occasionally forget his character and yell with pain. This 
caused great amusement to his tormentors. 

“ I had heard of a 4 ballet ’ called ‘ the Cooks and Hens,’ but 
this they could not be induced to exhibit. It was admitted that it 
was impossible to keep tbe leaves in proper position whilst they 
danced it. It was too much cf a romp, especially for a day perform- 
ance.” 

The social status of the tribe cannot be precisely defined. They 

Social status. 0X0 beyond P a ^ e Hinduisln, and no 

mi m member of any recognised caste will eat or 

drink with them. Juangs themselves will take oooked food, water 
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and sweetmeats from the Bhuiy&s, but a Bhuiyd will not take even 
water from a Judng. In course of time no doubt they will attain 
a higher social position, and the first step in this direction has already 
been taken by their partial adoption of some of the Hindu gods. 

In 1872 the Ju&ngs numbered 9,398 in the Tributary States, 
while in 1881 only 3 were returned in Cuttack and 606 in the 
Tributary States. 

dubhingeh, a thar or sept of I dugi, a sub-oaste of Tdntis in 
Khambus in Darjiling. | Bengal. 



JttQT, Jogiy a weaving oaste of Eastern Bengal, many of whose 
members have of recent years been driven by 
one o origin. competition of English pieoe-goods to betake 
themselves to agriculture, lime-burning, goldsmith’s work, and the 
subordinate grades of Government service. The origin of the oaste 
is extremely obscure. Buchanan thought it probable that they were 
either the priesthood of the oountry during the reign of the dynasty 
to which Gopi Chandra belonged, or S 6 dr as dedicated to a religious 
life, but degraded by the great §aiva reformer Sankara Aohdrya, and 
that they came with the rkl Bfijis from Western India. In Bang- 
pur he found the Jogis living by singing an interminable cyolio song 
in honour of Gopi Chandra. This is all the information collected by 
that shrewd and trustworthy observer, and since the beginning of the 
century no fresh facts have been added. The Masya sub-caste of 
Jugis give the following account of their origin. In the Vrihad 
Yogini Tantra, their chief religious work, it is written that to 
Mahadeo were bom eight passionless beings (Siddhas), who practised 
asceticism and passed their lives in religious meditation. Their 
arrogance and pride, however, offended Mahadeo, who, exeroising 
his power of M&yd or illusion, oreated eight female energies, or 
Yoginis, and sent them to tempt the Siddhas. It was soon apparent 
that the virtue of the perfect ones was not so impregnable as 
they boasted, and the issue of their amours were the ancestors of 
the modem M&sya Jugis. Another account is that a Sanny&sl 
Avadhuta, or soholar, of Benares, who was an incarnation of §iva, 
had two sons : the elder, by a Br&hman woman, beooming the 
progenitor of the Ek&dasi Jugis— the younger, by a Vaisya woman, of 
the M&sya ; but it is probable that this legend has been invented 
to account for the fact that these two sub-castes perform the 
obsequial rites at different periods. 

The Ekadasi Jugis, when questioned about their descent, refer to 
a Sanskrit work called Vriddha Sdtatapiya, in whioh the Muni 
S&t&tapa relates how the divine Bishi Narada was informed by 
Brahma that near Benares resided many Brahman and Vaisya 
widows, living by the manufacture of thread, who had given birth 
to sons and daughters the offspring of Avadhutas, or pupils of 
Nathas, or ascetics. The Bishi was further directed to proceed to 
Kasf, and in consultation with the Avadhutas, to decide what tho 
caste of these children should be. After muoh deliberation it was 
determined that the offspring of the Avadhutas and Br&hman 
widows should belong to the §iva gotra, while the issue of the 

z 2 



Digitized by LjOOQle 



JUGI. 



356 



Vaisya widows should form a class called Nath; the former, like the 
Brahmans, being impure for eleven days, the latter like the Yaisya 
for thirty days. Both classes were required to read four Yedas, to 
worship their M&tris or female ancestors at weddings, to perform 
each household for itself the N&ndi Sraddha in the name of their 
forefathers, and to wear the sacred cord. It was further enacted 
that the dead should be buried, the lips of the corpse being touched 
with fire by the son or grandson. It is from these Brahman widows 
that the modem Ekddasi Jugfs claim to be descended, and being of 
that lineage, mourn for only eleven days, although they have never 
assumed the Brahmanioal cord. 

Turning from these mythical events to the history of the caste 
in more modem times, we find that most Jugfs 
m in Eastern Bengal regard the family of Dal&l 

Baz&r, in the Noakhali district, as the head of their race, and recall 
with some pride the faot that in the middle of last century Braja 
Ballabh Rdf, a Jugl, of this family was Dalai, or broker, his brother 
Radha Ballabh Rai being Jachanddr, or appraiser, of the English 
factory of Char Pdta, on the Meghna. The son of the former 
developed the trade in Bdftah cloth to so great an extent that the 
Company in 1765 bestowed on him the title and rank of a Raja, 
presenting him at the same time with a lakhiraj or rent-free estate, 
whioh is still held by one of his descendants. 

In the Presidency districts the Jugis are assuming the sacred 
thread en masse , and this pretension has given rise to numerous quarrels 
with the Brahmans, some of whioh have ended in protraoted and 
vexatious litigation in the Criminal Courts. 

On the evidence now available it is difficult to arrive at any 
definite conclusion regarding the manner in which the caste arose. 
There is nothing beyond the faot that they are generally looked 
down upon by Hindus, and follow a despised occupation to indicate 
a difference of race. Independent evidence of non- Aryan descent is 
wholly wanting. There remain the alternatives of degradation or 
mixed descent, both of which play a prominent part in the standard 
Indian theory of the formation of castes. But here, again, we have 
no data to form a basis for serious discussion. For the present, 
therefore, the problem must be abandoned as insoluble. 

The internal structure of the caste is stated in Appendix I, and 
T . . , . may be briefly described here. In Eastern 

Bengal we find two mam sub-castes — the 
M&sva, who perform the sraddha thirty days (m&sa) after death, 
andtne Ekadasf, who celebrate it after eleven (ek&dasa) days. The 
former abound in the southern parts of Bikrampur, Tipperah, and 
Noakhali ; the latter in the north of Bikrampur and throughout the 
Dacca district generally. No intermarriages take place between 
them, and each refuses to taste food cooked by the other, although 
they drink from each other’s water- vessels. Besides these divisions 
arising from the observance of different funeral ceremonies, there 
arc others based upon differences of habitat and occupation. The 
cultivating members of the oaste form a distinct group called H&lwa 
Jugi, and it is alleged that they were outcasted for abandoning the 
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traditional pursuit of weaving. The lime-burning Jugis of Tipperah 
are said to have incurred a similar condemnation. In Murshedabad, 
on the other hand, the Jugis who lived by weaving cotton cloth are 
said to have taken to agriculture without qualifying their original 
designation or forfeiting their position as the recognised main body 
of the caste ; while sub-castes have been formed corresponding to 
the special pursuits which particular groups have adopted. Among 
these are the Rangrej-Jugi, who dye cotton thread, the Kambule- 
Jugi, who make blankets, and the |Manihdri-Jugi, who work in lao 
and weave ribands. Others again prefer a division into the three 
groups R&rhi, Baidik, and Barendra, which seem to have been bor- 
rowed from the higher castes in the struggle for social precedence. 
In Bardwan a fourth division — Khelinda—is added to these. In 
Noakhali this larger territorial grouping appears to be unknown, aud 
the endogamous divisions are given as Sundip-N&th, comprising 
Jugis who live on the island of Sundip, and Bhulua- Nath, or residents 
on the mainland. Even smaller local divisions occur in some districts. 

I am informed that in Murshedabad the Jugis of than& Kandi will 
not intermarry with the Jugis of thana Barawa, while in Tipperah 
the Jugis of par gam Sarail marry only among themselves. 

The Dharmaghare uugis, who are found in Western Bengal, 
are looked down upon by the Jugis of other parts of the oountry. 
They worship Dharma; Sital&, Manasd, and other aboriginal deities, 
and their only sanskar is the wearing copper in some form, such as that 
of a ring or bracelet. They beg from door to door, carrying the effigies 
of those deities in their hands, and singing songs in their honour. 

They say that their original progenitor, an ascetic, after 
obtaining siddhi , success in yog, married the daughter of Easyap 
Kishi and had a son by her. When he died his son went to his 
grand-father Siva (who is reckoned the father of all those that become 
ascetics) and asked his advice as regards the disposal of his father’s 
dead body. Siva thought it should be buried after the manner of 
ascetics, but the widow wished it to be burned, beoause the deceased 
had been a grihastha or householder. So the son, wishing to please 
both, compromised matters by putting fire on the mouth of the corpse 
and then burying it. The more advanced among them affeot to 
follow the Hindu system of the 10 sanskars or dasakarmas and to 
use the same books as the Brahmans, such as the work of Bhabadeb 
Bhatta, used by all Simvedi Brahmans. Some of them even attend 
lols or indigenous Sanskrit Colleges, but they have to sit in the 
courtyard, and are regarded more or less as intruders. 

They say that they have only one gotra, the Siva, and four 
pravaras — Siva, Sambhu, Sankara, and Apnabat; but as marriage in 
the same gotra is prohibited, they have devised a fiction bv which the 
bride at the time of marriage becomes a member of the Easyapa gotra. 

The sections of the caste are of a mixed character. Some have 
clearly been borrowed from the standard Brahmanical series, while 
others, such as Matsyendra, Goraksha, and Birbhairab, seem to 
lend support to the eonjeeture hazarded above that the caste is an 
olfshoot from some sect of asoetics. In some districts the three 
hypergamous groups of Kulin, Madhyald, and Bing&l appear to be 
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recognised; while elsewhere there are only two Brahman- Jugi 
and Dandi-dugi. In both cases the rule is said to be observed 
that a man of a higher group may marry a woman of a lower group, 
but a oertain loss of social position is entailed by doing so. 

Jugis marry their daughters as infants and follow the standard 
. Hindu ritual, a member of their own caste 

amage * officiating as priest. Their practioe as to 

exogamy and the reckoning of prohibited degrees is the same as that 
in vogue among the higher castes. A second wife may be taken if 
the first is barren or suffers from an incurable disease. Divoroe is 



not formally recognized : a woman found guilty of unchastity is cast 
off by her husband and turned out of the community. Widows are 
not allowed to marry again. 

The great majority of the caste worship Mahadeo or Siva, but 
. a few Vaishnavas are also found among them. 

glon * The Mdsya Jugis have no Brahmans who 

minister to them, but a spiritual leader, Adhikdri, elected by the 
Purohits referred to below, is invested with a oord and styled 
Brahman. In Tipperah and Noakhali the cord is still worn, but in 
Dacca of late years it has been discarded. The Adhikdri of the 
Mdsya Jugis in Dacca is Mathurd Bamana, of Bidgaon, in Bikrampdr, 
a very illiterate man, who can with difficulty read and write Bengali. 
The post has been hereditary in his family for eight generations, and 
now-a-days it is only in default of heirs that an election is held. It 
is a ourious circumstance that the Adhikarl bestows the mantra on 



the Brdhmans of the Ekddasl, and occasionally on Sannyasi Jugis, 
although neither acknowledge any subjection to him. The Adhikdrl 
has no religious duties to perform, as each household employs a 
Purohit to minister at its religious ceremonies. The Purohit is 
always a Jugi, inducted by the Adhikdri and subordinate to him. 
He is often a relative, or marries a daughter of his master. The 
Adhikdri, again, has his Purohit, without whose ministration neither 
he nor any member of his family can marry or be buried. The 
great festival of the Mdsya Jugis is the Sivardtri, held on the four- 
teenth of the waning moon in Mdgh (January-February) ; but 
they observe many of the other Hindu festivals, such as the 
Janmdshtami, and offer sacrifices beneath the bat tree to the 
village goddess Siddhesvari. In all religious services they use a 
twig of the TJdumbara, or Jagyd dumur ( Ficus glomerata ), and 
regard with special reverenoe the tulasi, bat, pipal, and tamdla 
(Diospyrm cor difolia). They have sthdns , or residencies, at Brindd- 
ban, Mathurd, and Gokula, but their chief places of pilgrimage are 
Benares, Gayd, and Sltakund in Chittagong. The Ekddasl have 
Brahmans of their own, oalled “ Vama-Sarman,” and addressed as 
Mahdtama, who trace their origin from the issue of a Srotriyd 
Brdhman and a Jugi woman. * In Bikrampfir alone it is estimated 
there are at least a hundred of these Jugi Brdhmans. The majority 
of this division of Jugis are worshippers of Krishna, but a few 
who follow the Sdkta ritual are to be met with. The Gosdins, who 
are followers of Nitydnanda, admit Jugis into their communion, but 
those of Adwaita decline to have anything to do with them. 



Digitized by LjOOQLe 




359 



JUGI. 



The Jugf Br&hmans are, with few exceptions, illiterate, but a 
few gain a livelihood as P&thaks, or readers of the epio poems. 
Jugfs are the Mahants of the Kapila Muni shrine in the Sunderbuns, 
and officiate at the V&runi festival in Ph&lgun. 

In the burial of their dead all Jugfs observe the same 
ceremonies. The grave (samddhi or ahsan) 
Dwpo8al0 6 is circular, about eight feet deep, and at 

the bottom a niche is cut for the reception of tne oorpse. 
The body, after being washed with water from seven earthen 
jars, is wrapped in new cloth, the lips being touched with fire 
to distinguish the funeral from that of a sannydsi or asoetio and 
a Mahomedan. A necklace made of the Tulasi plant is plaoed 
around the neck, and in the right hand a rosary (japa m&ld). The 
right forearm, with the thumb inverted, is plaoed across the ohest, 
while the left, with the thumb in a similar position, rests on the lap, 
the legs being crossed as in statues of Budha. Over the left 
shoulder is hung a doth bag with four strings, in which four cowries 
are put. The body being lowered into the grave, and placed in the 
niche with the face towards the north-east, the grave is filled in, and 
the relatives deposit on the top an earthen platter with balls of rice 
( pinda ), plantains, sugar, ghi, and areca-nuts, as well as a huqqa 
with its chillam (bowl), a small quantity of tobacco, and a 
charcoal ball. Finally, from three to seven cowries are scattered 
on the ground as compensation to Vasumati or mother earth for the 
pieoe of earth ocoupied by the corpse. Women are interred in the 
same way as men. 

The bag with its four cowries, and the position of the body, 
are noteworthy. With the cowries the spirit pays the Ch&ran, who 
ferries it across the Vaitarani river, the Hindu Styx; while the 
body is made to faoe the north-east, because in that comer of the 
world lies Kail&sa, the Paradise of Siva. 

The mourning dress of the Jugfs is a cotton garment, called 
“ Jala Kacha,” literally netted end, manufactured by them, and 
identical with that worn by other Hindus between the death of a 
relative and the sraddha. In a oorner of this raiment the Jugi ties 
a pieoe of iron, suspending it over his shoulder. On the eleventh day, 
when the funeral obsequies are about to be performed, the barber 
cutting off the iron, gives it to the wearer, who throws it into the 
water, then bathes, offers the pinda to the manes of the deceased 
and returns home. 

All Jugfs believe that the spirits of good men are at death 
absorbed into the Deity, while the bad reappear on earth in the 
form of some unolean animal ; but women, however exemplary their 
oonduct may have been in this world, are not cheered by any assur- 
ance of a future state, and in their case death involves annihilation. 

The eooial status of the caste is very low, and they are every- 
« where reviled by the Hindus* without any 

~ intelligible reason being given for the treat- 

ment to which they are subjected. If questioned on the subject of 
the low position accorded to the Jugfs, some Hindus will reply 
that it is because they bury their dead, while all orthodox people 
practise cremation. Others, again, will explain that the starch of 
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size they use m weaving is made of boiled rioe (war), while the 
TAntis use parched rice (khai) for this purpose. Whatever may 
be the reason, there can be no doubt as to the existence of a very . 
strong prejudice against the caste, although the Jugis themselves, 
whom Dr. Wise describes as “a contented people,” affect to laugh 
at it. The belief in their impurity is carried to such a length 
that the J ugf has peculiar difficulties in having his children educated, 
as no other boy will live with his son, who is consequently obliged 
to hire lodgings for himself and engage servants of his own. If 
men of this oaste enter the house of any of the clean castes, all 
cooked food, and any drinking-water in the room, are regarded 
as polluted and are thrown away. In spite of this the barber and 
washerman who serve the Stidras work also for them. Jugis them- 
selves, moreover, are not free from intolerance, but they can hardly be 
blamed for this in a society where a nioe sense of ceremonial 
impurity in other people is a faculty essential to social advancement. 
They will, for example, eat food oooked by a SrotriyA BrAhman, 
but not that prepared by any Bama BrAhman, or by a Sudra, 
however pure. The SannyAsi Jugi eats with the weaving Jugi, 
but a BairAgi will only touoh food given by the AdhikAri. Further- 
more, the EkAdasi Jugi will eat with the SannyAsi if he is a 
BrAhman observing the sraddha on the eleventh day. 

Until the last few years the Bengali Jugis were all weavers, 

Occupation. but now the cloth {dhoti and gamcha) manu- 

factured by them is gradually being displaced 
by English piece-goods, and the Jugi finds it difficult to earn a 
livelihood by weaving. The Jugi uses a much more cumbrous loom 
than either the TAnti or JulAha, but employs the same comb, or 
shdnah y while his shuttle (naif) is peouliar to himself. The women 
are as expert weavers as the men, the preparation of the warp being 
exclusively done by them. 

The following table shows the number and distribution of J uris 
in 1872 and 1881 : — 



"District, 


1872. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Bard wan 

Bankura 

Birbhum 

Midnapur 

Hoghli 

Howrah 

24-Parganas 

Nadiya ... . ... 

Khulna 

Jessore 

Hurshedabad 

Dinajpur 

Bajshahye 

Rang pur 

Bogra 

P&btia 

Darjiling 

Jalpigori 

Kuch Behar 

Dacca 

Faridpur ... 

Bakarganj 

Haimansinh ... M 
Tipperah ... !*.! 


7,461 

439 

2,982 

4,576 

j 8,060 

20,903 

15,868 

18,931 

5,855 

7,741 

3,331 

6,819 

4,589 

11,738 

100 

813 

16,410 

1,698 

28,198 

39,644 

66,812 


5,864 
795 
2,272 
5,889 
< 2,803 

l 4,234 
12,966 
12,374 
11,085 
13,211 
6,240 
5,844 
2,527 
4,707 
3,650 
1,262 
209 
2,111 
4,431 
17,080 
5,312 
21,515 
44,501 
65,848 


Chittagong 

Noakhali 

Hill Tracts ... 

Patna 

Gya 

Shahabad 

Tirhat {SKffiS' 

Saran 

Chatnparan 

Monghyr 

Bhagalpur 

Purnian 

Maldah 

SantAl Parganas ... 

Cuttack 

Puri 

Balasore 

Tributary States ... 

Haaaribagh 

LohardagA 

Singbhum 

Manbhum 

Tributary 8tates ... 


32,314 

33,038 

5,016 

6,481 

2,914 

} 

2,143 

2,441 

726 

1,491 

5,507 

8,493 

14,514 

4,723 

5,422 

6,483 

2,067 

8,718 

1,015 

2,567 

393 


27,351 
87,879 
11 
1,449 
2.059 
2,167 
C 616 

i 1,116 

1,047 

494 

363 

1,623 

2,096 

779 

1,889 

6.861 

1,157 

1,403 

1,506 

1,558 

999 

285 

2,069 

315 
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Jugidid, a sub-caste of Dhobis 
in Noakbali. 

dugi Muchi or Kora , a sub- 
oast© of Muchis in Bengal. 

Juldha , a synonym for Jolha. 

Jungi, a synonym for Jugi. 

Jurhi, a pur or section of 
S&kadwipi brahmans in Behar. 

Jurucir, a section of Kurmis 
in Chota Nagpur and Orissa. 

durvaunt, a section of Awa- 
dhii Hajjams in Behar. 

Jutaut-Bind, a sub-caste of 
Binds in Eastern Bengal. 

Juthasankhw&r, a section of 
Kurmis in Chota Nagpur and 
Orissa. 



Juthibariir, a pur or section 
of Sikadwipi Brahmans in Behar. 

dutiwdl&, a dealer in boots 
and shoes. These articles are 
made by the Chamir and Rishi, 
and sold by all Sudras, and even 
by degraded Brahmans. The 
bulk of the trade, however, is 
in the hands of Mahomedans. 
The business is reckoned highly 
respectable, and in Eastern 
Bengal the Mahomedan jutiwalas 
are strict Farazis, never opening 
their shops or selling a pair of 
shoes on a Friday. 

c Tyotishi, Josi, an astronomer 
or astrologer. In Bengal the 
term usually denotes the Aeh&rji 
Brahman who prepares horo- 
scopes. 
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Kab&i, a section of Majraut 
GoAlAs in Behar. 

Kabar, a section of RautiAs in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kabdriy a synonym for KunjrA 
in Behar. 

Kabar Tantwa, a sub-caste of 
Tantwas or weavers in Behar. 

Kabi-ballabh, a title or 
popular designation of Baidyas 
practising medicine, used by 
themselves. 



Kabi-bhusan, a title or popu- 
lar designation of Baidyas 
practising medicine, used by 
themselves. 

Kabi-lndra, a title or popular 
designation of Baidyas practis- 
ing medicine, used by them- 
selves. 

Kabiji, a title of BhAts. 

Kabirajy Kabi , a physician, 
a synonym for Baidya. 



Kabir&j, a medical practitioner according to the Hindu system. 
The most respected among them, says Dr. Wise, are generally Baidyas. 
KablrAjs usually assume bombastio titles, such as Kabi-ratna, Kabl- 
ranjan, Kabl-chandra, Kabi-lndra, Kabl-bhushana,Kabl-ballabha, and 
Baidya-nidhi ; but the popular nickname for all doctors is NArl-tepA, 
or pulse-feeler. Uneducated practitioners and quacks are known as 
HAthuria, 1 or meddlesome fellows, from hath, the hand; while a 
still more objectionable and dangerous character is the Ta’llqa 
KabirAj, who goes about with a list (ta’lfq) of prescriptions, selling 
them at random, and vaunting their virtues in curing all diseases. 
He is often a plucked student of the Calcutta College, or a young 
man too poor to prosecute his studies until qualified for graduation. 

Formerly medicine was taught in pathsalas, or schools, the most 
famous being those of Bikrampur and KanchrapArA, on the Hughli ; 
but at the present day each practitioner of any reputation has a 
toly or class, of pupils to whom he translates and expounds the 
SAstras, if the youths understand Sanskrit, but if they do not he 
merely lectures on the principles and practice of Hindu medicine. 
A class generally consists of from ten to twelve young men of 
various Sudra oastes, and it is computed that about 12 per cent, of 
the Dacoa KablrAjs are sufficiently versed in Sanskrit to interpret it. 

The two principal text-books of the Bengal physicians are the 
MAdhava Nidana, or commentary on the Ayur-veda, and the 
Chakra-vAni. The former, written by a celebrated dootor, MAdhava- 
Kara, chiefly treats of the diagnosis of diseases, while the latter, 
named after the writer, who was physioian and steward of the court 
of Gaur, is a later and less valued work. Each Kabiraj has a 
particular master and system, but the greatest teaober, Dhanvantarf, 
the physioian of the gods, is obeyed by all. In the Brahma- 



1 Buchanan, iii, 142, derives this sobriquet from hdt, a market. 
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Vaivartta Purina the names of fifteen great physicians are pre- 
served, but only the following are invoked by the modern doctor, 
namely : — 

Dhanwantari. I K4si Raja. 

Divodasa. | Nakula. 

Sahadeva. 

The first three are often identified with one person ; the fourth 
and fifth are the twin sons of Stirya, the physioians of Svarga, 
or heaven. On all occasions of anxiety Mahadeva, or Yaidyanitha, 
“ lord of physicians,” is also addressed in prayer. 

The chief causes of the stagnation of Hindu medicine, which 
has lasted from prehistoric times, appear to be the discontinuance 
of the study of anatomy ; the belief that the medical S&stras, being 
of divine origin, are infallible; and the selfishness of successive 
generations of physicians in concealing the results of their experience 
and observation. Kabirajs of the present day often blindly follow 
the teaching of the Ayur-veda, notwithstanding the opinion that the 
habits and constitution of the human raoe and the prevailing type 
of diseases, have altered since the archaic days of their teachers. 

The candid physician confesses that his brethren have not 
the magnanimity to divulge the merits of a drug which chance 
or experience has taught them to value; and although it is revealed 
to a son or favourite pupil, the secret is kept from the profession at 
large, and consequently is often lost at the death of the discoverer. 

The real Baidya always dispenses his own prescriptions ; but as 
this consumes much time and necessitates his limiting the number of 
his patients, apprentices are employed in pounding and triturating 
drugs, while the minute subdivision into powders is done by himself 
in a private recess of the house. Before beginning his work, the 
Baidya observes a custom, peculiar to physicians of his oaste, namely, 
the worship of Vaidya-natha, after which the medicine is divided 
into four parts, one being offered to the Elements, a second to a 
Brahman, a third being retained by the physician, and a fourth sent 
to the patient. As a rule drugs are prooured from the shop of the 
Gandha-banik, or Pansari, but in olden days the physician had to go 
himself to the forest and collect whatever herb he wanted. 

Consultations are usually held in difficult oases, but the physi- 
oian who oan quote the Sastras most fluently and interminably is 
too often deemed the most learned and skilful dootor. Although 
the Sastras declare that physio given by the hands of a Baidya has 
an intrinsic virtue not possessed when it is administered by any other 
caste, the populace have no such conviction, and as soon as the 
treatment of a Baidya fails the patient has no hesitation in placing 
himself under any other doctor, whatever his caste or oolour, who 
has acquired the reputation of curing his particular ailment. 

The present state of Hindu medicine in Bengal is sketched in 
the following particulars, obtained from the Kabirajs themselves. 

Kabirajs believe that the human race has degenerated, and that 
the constitutions of the present generation have changed, and they 
cite as an instance the type of fever now prevalent, which is more 
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acute and less tractable than the fevers described in the Sastras. 
In these works it is enjoined that for seven days no medicines are 
to be given to a patient, and that he is to fast, or only take liquid 
food ; but now, as soon as a diagnosis is formed, and a propitious 
hour found, the first dose is given. The examination of* the pulse 
is regarded of primary importance, and many doctors are credited 
with being able to distinguish a disease by its character. The 
inspection of the urine is not considered, as it is by the Hakim, of 
much value, for should a drop touch the physician he becomes 
unolean, and must at once bathe. When it is inspected the sample 
is always mixed with mustard oil, and the density of the water 
estimated by the buoyancy of the oil. 

Venesection is never performed at the present day, as the type of 
the ordinary diseases contra-indicates its use ; but cupping or leeches 
are occasionally ordered. In apoplexy and some forms of hysteria 
the actual cautery is still employed, and the potential cautery (kshara) 
is used for destroying piles, and, in a fine state of division, is made 
into an embrooation and applied over the enlarged spleen and liver. 

In the Sastras enemata are recommended, but, whether owing 
to the clumsy syringes employed, or to the strange aversion of all 
Eastern nations to their use, Hindu physicians ceased to order them. 
Kabir&js, however, are beginning to follow the example of English 
doctors, but much latent opposition is encountered. 

Hindu physicians have arrived at the following conclusions 
regarding the most valued European drugs. Quinine, in extensive 
use throughout Bengal, is popularly regarded as a heating remedy, 
and as causing, when injudiciously used, the fever to take a perma- 
nent hold, or to return after a short interval. The masses further 
believe that it drives the fever into the bones, and that if once 
taken it prevents all other febrifuges from being of the slightest 
benefit. As a tonic, however, during convalescence from fever, it is 
admitted by all to be invaluable and unequalled. In extreme cases 
of fever, after violent delirium has set in, a pill containing a small 
quantity of cobra poison {bisk bari ), mixed with other ingredients, is 
administered by the Kabiraj. When a man is at the point of death 
and all other medioiues have been tried, bits of all the other pills 
are pounded together and mixed with honey or juice of the betel 
leaf and given as the last resouroe. 

With educated practitioners the use of mercury has quite gone 
out of fashion, and iodide of potassium taken its place ; but the 
victims of its abuse are still lamentably oommon, and scarcely a 
hospital in Bengal is ever without several poor creatures perma- 
nently maimed or disfigured by it. 

English or American sarsaparilla is not muoh esteemed, as a pat 
or pdchan of from nine to sixty ingredients is considered a better 
alterative. The patient being given twenty -one powders, made of 
a jumble of herbs, takes one daily and boils it in a seer of water 
until only a quarter remains ; then straining and putting aside the 
sediment, he drinks the decoction. After the twenty-one days 
have expired, all the sediments are taken, reboiled, and the decoc- 
tion drunk for eleven days longer. Finally, the sediment is put 
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into boiling water, and with it the patient takes a vapour bath 
(bhApra). 

Cod-liver oil is considered inferior as a nutrient tonic to divers 
pills and powders prepared by Kablrajs, and in consumption an 
oil, called mrchandanadi , made of til oil and numerous herbs, is 
pronounced more beneficial. 

Chicken broth, prohibited in health, is often prescribed in linger- 
ing diseases, while the good effects of port wine and brandy in the 
treatment of low types of fever are acknowledged. 

Pills prepared at English druggists are objected to, as the 
magnesia sprinkled over them interferes, it is thought, with the 
action of the medicine : consequently the Hindu pills, rolled with the 
fingers and mixed with honey or the juice of the bela, or pan 
leaf, are preferred. 

Such are the condition and opinions of the better class of native 
physioians, but the description would be incomplete if it omitted 
all allusion to the uneducated practitioner met with in every village 
of Bengal^ who secures an extensive, and by no means unprofitable, 
practice among classes unable to pay for better medical advice. He 
is often a superannuated barber, or fisherman, who has obtained from 
some strolling “ bairagi ” or “ faqir ” a recipe to cure all diseases. 
There is perhaps no single complaint whioh so often awakens the 
inventive faculty of such men as enlargement of the spleen, and he 
who acquires notoriety as the possessor of a remedy is courted by all 
classes. A very nutritious diet of milk, fish, and vegetables is always 
ordered by these shrewd observers, and is generally assigned by 
sceptics as the explanation of cures which they undoubtedly some- 
times effect. 

An amateur doctor, residing in the outskrits of Dacca, earned 
a lasting reputation by using a vesicatory made with the root of 
the “ KAla-ohitra,” and applied over the spleen. He, however, 
assigned much of its efficacy to a secret invocation, addressed, in 
the act of applying the paste, to Lakshi Narayana. The Hindu, 
moreover, relies as muon on the virtues of a cup of water over 
which a mantra has been mumbled as any Muhammadan peasant, 
and the water of the Ganges, water taken from a tidal river at the 
turn of the tide, or water in which the Gosain has bathed, have 
each their crowd of admirers. 

In Bengal, as in ancient Egypt and Greeoe, certain shrines are 
still celebrated for the cure of intractable diseases. The most 
famous are those of Tarakesvara, in Hughli, sacred to Mah£deva ; of 
Vaidyanatha,in theSantal Parganas; and of Gondalpara, in Hughli, 
famous in cases of hydrophobia. The device followed at the last 
place is for the bitten person, after fasting, to defray the expense 
of a special service, and to receive a piece of red broadcloth (Sulteni 
banit), impregnated with the snuff of a lamp wick and secreted in 
the heart of a plantain called kathali kald . As long as this 
charm is preserved, and the patient abstains from eating this variety 
of plantain, the effects of the bite are warded off. Another plan 
is for the patient to take a secret medicine, probably cantharides, 
pounded with 21 pepper-corns, before the 21st day. The effect of 
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this is to make the patient pass urine and muons — the latter, believed 
to he kukur ka bachd , ‘ the dog’s whelp/ leading to cure. 



KabirAj, a title of the head- 
men of the Dom caste in Behar, 
who have under them servants 
called ChharidArs to execute or 
communicate their orders. 

Kabiranjan, a title or popular 
designation of Baidyas practising 
medicine, used by themselves. 

Kabi-ratna, a title or popular 
designation of Baidyas practising 
medicine, used by themselves. 

KabirdAs, Kabirpanthi , Kabri , a 
follower of the religious reformer 



Kabir (1488-1512), who taught 
a monotheistic and tolerant form 
of Yaishnavism. 

KableAr, a seotion of KAyasths 
in Behar. 

KAbra, a seotion of Mahesris. 

Kach, tortoise, a totemistio 
sept of BhuiyAs in Chota Nag- 
pur. 

KAch , crab, a totemistio section 
cf the ParipAl sub-caste of Sunris 
in Manbhum. 

KachAisA, a sub-caste of Kur- 
mis in Behar. 



JIAfhdnt, a small caste of Eastern Bengal, who claim to be an 
offshoot of the KAyasths, and tell the following story to explain the 
separation : — A rich and aspiring KAyasth determined on celebrating 
the worship of KAli in his own house, contrary to the wishes of his 
brethren, and performed the ceremony, but was punished by being 
excommunicated. This is a most improbable story, as the KAcharu 
caste is dispersed throughout Eastern Bengal, being very numerous 
at MadAripur in Faridpur, and it has a rurohit of its own. The 
Sudra barber and washerman work for them, although their water- 
vessels are unclean. It is far more probable that, if they ever were 
KAyasths, which is unlikely, they were expelled, like the ChhotA- 
bhAgiya Tantis, for adopting a new trade. 

The caste has three gotras — Aliman, Kasyapa, and ParAsara. 
Their patronymics are Datta, DAs, and DA. The principal festival 
kept is in honour of Yiswa-KarmA in BhAdra (August-September). 

In Dacca the KAcharu are gradually relinquishing their caste 
trade, the manufacture of lac bracelets ( kacha ), in which Muham- 
madans also engage, and are acting as traders, grocers, and shop- 
keepers. 



Kach A Si mar, a mul or section 
of the SatmuliA or Kishnaut sub- 
caste of GoAl&s in Behar. 

Kachchhap (the tortoise), a to- 
temistio section of BAgdis, Bhars 
and MAls in Western Bengal. 



Kachgawai, a seotion of the 
Amashta sub-caste of KAyasths 
in Behar. 

Kach Gotra, a section of the 
BanwSr sub-caste of BaniyAs in 
Behar. 



KachchhuA, a section of 
Cheros in Chota Nagpur. 

Kachera, a mul or section of 
the Kanaujia sub-caste of Sonars 
in Behar. 



KAchhati, a gdtn of the Bha- 
radwAja gotra of BArendra 
Brahmans in Bengal. 

KAchhgot, a totemistio seotion 
of Nuniis in Behar. 
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Kachhrd, a seotion of the l 
Karan sub-caste of KAyasths in 
Behar. 

Kachhriyd, a sept of the 
BautAr sub-tribe of ThArus in 
Behar. 

Kdchidri, a section of Kurmis 
in Chota Nagpur and Orissa. 

Kachim, tortoise, a totemistio 
seotion of KumhArs in the SantAl 
Farganas ; a seotion of Telis in 
Bengal. 

Kdchimdr, a seotion of Kur- 
mis in Chota Nagpur aad 
Orissa. 

Kachnarid, a sept of Bajputs 
in Behar. 

Kachodr, a mul or section of the 
TinmuliA Madhesia sub-oaste of 
Halwais in Behar. 

Kachrd-Mech, a sub-tribe of 
Meohes in the Darjiling Terai. 

Kachu, a title of Bangaja 
Kayasths in Bengal. 

Kachud, Kachhud, or Kachchh, 
tortoise, a section of KanaujiA 
Halwais in Behar. The use of the 
word to distinguish an exogamous 
group may perhaps be regarded 
.as a survival of totemism ; a gotra 
or section of Hindu Jolahas and 
GoAlAs in Behar. A sept or 
section of Chiks, Lohars, G or A its, 



Qonds, GhAsis, Oraons, Mun- 
das, Turis, TAntis, Telis, and 
of Dorns in Chota Nagpur; a 
sub-sept of the Kisku sept of 
SantAls, Asuras, BinjhiAs, GoAlas, 
Bedias, Bhuiyas, ChamArs, and 
Kharwars in Chota Nagpur ; also 
of Khandaits in Orissa, and of 
KamArs in Singbhum and the 
SantAl Farganas. 

Kachu i, a sept of the Tung- 
jainya sub-tribe of ChakmAs in 
the Hill Tracts of Chittagong. 

Kachwd, a tortoise ; the totem 
of a section of Oraon-Dhangars 
settled for several generations in 
Behar; a sept of Bajputs in 
Behar. 

Kachwdha, a sept of the 
Suryabansi sub-tribe of Bajputs 
in Behar. 

Kddd, a mul or section of the 
Chhamulia Madhesia sub-oaste of 
Halwais in Behar. 

Kdddchdsi, a title of Kaibart- 
tas in Bengal. 

Kaddl, a gain of the SAndilya 
gotra of BArhi Brahmans in 
Bengal. 

Kadam, nauelea grandi folia, 
a totemistio seotion of Khan- 
daits in Orissa. 

Kddar, a sub-caste of Ka- 
dars. 



Bhuiyd, a non- Aryan caste of cultivators, fishermen, 
__ and day-labourers in Bhagalpur and the SantAl 

° ngllL Parganas, probably a degraded offshoot from 

the BhuiyA tribe. They are divided into two sab-castes — Kddar 
and Naiyd— the latter of whioh may possibly have been developed 
„ , x from among the priests of the forest gods, who 

are usually called JLaya or Naya m Western 
Bengal. There is also a separate caste bearing the name Naiya, the 
members of whioh disown all connexion with the KAdar. The 
sections of the Kadar are shown in Appendix I. Among them we 
find Bikhiasan, the characteristic eponym of the Musahars and the 
Northern BhuiyAs. Most of the others have names familiar as titles 
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of the lower castes in Behar. These have become exogamous groups 
among the Kidars, while at the same time the system has been 
greatly complicated by the fact that owing to supposed differences of 
descent and social standing some of the groups only intermarry with 
certain other groups. In all cases the rule of exogamy is one-sided, 
and alliances with near relatives not excluded by that rule are barred 
by the standard formula mam*rd> chacherd , etc., calculated in the 
descending line to seven generations on the father’s side and three 
on that of the mother. The conclusion suggested by a careful 
examination of the list is that the Kadar caste was originally a branch 
of the Bhuiyds, but has since been recruited from other sources. The 
vagueness of the word Bhuiya would obviously rather lend itself 
to this process. Whatever may be the origin of the Kadars, they 
are certainly a group of considerable antiquity, for they are referred 
to in the account of the origin of the human race communicated 
to Lieutenant Shaw by the Mai Paharias in 1798. 



Kadars marry their daughters as infants or as adults, according 
to their means, the former practice being 
amage ‘ deemed the more respectable. Their marriage 

ceremony is of the type common among low-caste Hindus, sindurdan 
being the binding portion. The village barber officiates as priest. 
Polygamy is allowed in the sense that a man may take a second 
wife if he has no children by his first wife. Widows may marry 
again by the sagai form, and are subject to no restrictions in 
their choice of a second husband except those arising from the 
prohibited degrees. The ceremony consists simply of the application 
of vermilion to the woman’s forehead in the presence of her 
relatives. It deserves notice that the Kadar custom requires a 
sagai marriage to be performed in the open air, and will not permit 
it to take place within the house, thus reversing the ordinary practice 
under which the marriage of a virgin is celebrated in the courtyard, 
while the less reputable sagai ritual is relegated to the women’s 
apartments at the back of the house. Divorce is freely permitted, 
and divorced women may marry again. 

Special interest attaches to the religion of the K&dar as represent- 
ing a comparatively early stage in the process 
Religion. 0 f conversion to Brahmanism, which the abori- 



ginal races of Bengal are now undergoing. The real working religion 
of the caste is in fact pure animism of the type which still survives, 
comparatively untouched by Hiudu influences, among the Santals, 
Mundas, and Oraons of Chota Nagpur. Like these, the Kadars 
believe themselves to be compassed about by a host of invisible 
powers, some of whom are thought to be the spirits of departed 
ancestors, while others seem to embody nothing more definite 
than the vague sense of the mysterious and uncanny with which 
hills, streams, and lonely forests inspire the savage imagination. 
Of these shadowy forms no images are made, nor are they con- 
ceived of as wearing any bodily shape. A roughly-moulded lump 
of clay set up in an open shed, a queer-shaped stone bedaubed 
with vermilion, — this is all the visible presentment that does duty 
for a god. Their names are legion, and their attributes barely 
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known. No one can say precisely what functions are allotted to K&ru 
D4no, Hardiya Dano, Simra Dano, Pah4r Dane, Mohandu4, Lilu, 
Pardona, and the rest. But so much is certain that to neglect their 
worship brings disasters upon the offender, death or disease in his 
household, murrain among his cattle, and blight on his orops. In order 
to avert these ills, hut, so far as I can gather, without the hope of 
gaining any positive benefit from gods who are active only to do evil, 
the Kadar sacrifices pigs, fowls, goats, pigeons, and offers ghi, molasses, 
and heads of Indian com in the sarna or sacred grove where his deities 
are believed to dwell. The priest is a man of the caste who oombines 
these sacred functions with those of barber to the K&dars of the village 
and neighbourhood. The offerings are eaten by the worshippers. For 
all this the KAdars, if questioned about their religion, will reply that 
they are Hindus, and will talk vaguely about Parameswar, Mah&deo, 
and Vishnu, as if they lived in the very odour of orthodoxy instead of 
being, as in fact they are, wholly outside of the Brahmanioal system. 
To talk about the Hindu gods is usually the first step towards that 
insensible adoption of the externals of Hinduism which takes the place 
of the formal and open conversion which sterner and less adaptive 
creeds demand. The next thing is to set up Brahmans whose influ- 
ence, furthered by a variety of social forces, gradually deposes the tribal 
gods, transforms them into orthodox shapes, and gives them plaoes 
in the regular Pantheon as looal manifestations of this or that 
well-known principle, or relegates them to a decent and inoffensive 
obscurity as household or village deities. Last of all, if the tribe is 
an influential one, and its leading men hold land, they give themselves 
brevet rank as Rajputs. 

Kadars bum their dead and bury the ashe9 at the plaoe of 
_ , cremation on the second day after death. On 
the thirteenth day a sort of propitiatory sacrifice 
is performed, which is repeated after an interval of six months. No 
periodical offerings are made for the benefit of ancestors in general. 

The social rank of the caste is very low if judged by the current 
j, . . standard of food. Dorns and Hdris are the 

U8, only people who will take either food or water 
from the hands of a Kadar, and though he himself will eat with 
Kahars and Bhuiy4s, neither of these will return the oompliment. 
K&dars eat beef, pork, fowls, and field-rats, and indulge freely in 
strong drink. Concerning beef the Kfidars, on whose statements 
this article is mainly based, were careful to explain that they 
only ate the flesh of cattle that had died a natural death. This 
they said with reference to the popular belief that K4dars kill 
and eat cattle while grazing in the jungle. Most of the caste are 
agricultural day-labourers, and comparatively few have got land 

Occupation. ° f . ^ ” W?* 

Wishing and wood-cutting are their other 

occupations. On certain occasions they worship the axe and sickle 
as symbols of their craft. 

In 1872 there were 7,120 K4dars in Bhagalpur, while in 1881 
they numbered in Gya 13, Darbhanga 4, Saran 5* Bhagalpur 
11,470, and Sant£l Parganas 6,953. 

2 A 
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K&daral, Kidare* a section 
of BAbhans in Behar. 

Kadaydn, Kadi&n, a section 
of GoAlAs in the North-Western 
Provinces and Behar. 



a synonym 



for 



Kaethoar, carry vegetable, a 
totemistio sept of LohArs. 

K&ghazi, a paper-maker, an 
occupation carried on exclusively 
by Mahomedans. 

Kahdlj a synonym for Kahar. 



KahAr, a 
in Behar. 



sub-caste of TAntis 



K&et , 

KAyasth. 

ILflh&t, a large cultivating and palanquin-beariDg caste of 

_ , . . Behar, many of whose members are employed 

Traditions of ongm. ^ domegtio MTVzntB by Natives and Euro- 

peans. The Brahmanical genealogists represent the Kahar as a 
mixed caste descended from a Brahman father and a NishAda 
or ChandAl mother; but it seems more likely that they are a 
remnant of one of the primitive races who occupied the valley of 
the Ganges before the incursion of the Aryans. In one sense, indeed, 
the Kahars may perhaps be regarded as a mixed caste, since their 
ranks have probably been recruited by members of other castes who 
adopted the same profession, while their employment as domestic 
servants in high-caste families may well have led to some infusion of 
Aryan blood. Like the Bauris and BAgdis of Bengal, they admit 
into their community Brahmans, Rajputs, KAyasths, and Kurmis and 
children of Kahar women by men of those oastes on* condition of 
performing certain religious ceremonies and giving a feast to the 
Leads of the caste. Instances of men bom in a nigher caste applying 
for enrolment as Kahars are probably rare, and occur only when the 
applicant has been turned out of his own caste for an intrigue with 
a Kahar woman. Still the mere existence of the rule seems to show 
that such things do happen sometimes ; and in any case the admission 
of the ohildren of KahAr women by men of the higher castes must 
have had some effect on the type. The physical appearance of the 
caste rather bears out the view that they are of mixed desoent. 
Their features often approach the Ajryan type, but they generally 
have darker complexions than are met with among the higher castes. 
Mr. Nesfield renders the name KahAr as ‘ water-carrier,’ 1 and 
considers the oaste to be sprung from fishing tribes, such as the Gondh, 
the Turaha or Dhuria, and the Dhimar. He adds that KahAr is 
ambiguous as a caste designation, and is given specifically “ to that 
caste which has entirely, and for many generations continuously, 
withdrawn from the occupation of fishing, boating, etc., and whioh now 
exclusively devotes itself to domestic service.” Another, and I 
think more plausible, explanation is given by Sir Graves Haughton 
(Bengali-Sanskrit Dictionary, s.v. KahAr) , who suggests that the word 
may be a corruption of kandh + bhar , meaning a man who bears 
burdens on the shoulder. 

KahArs themselves claim descent from JarAsandha, king of 
Magadha, and tell an absurd story to account for their name. 

1 Lassen says (see his remarks quoted in article Kewat) that Ka is seldom 
used in this sense. 
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Bhagawdn, it is said, had a beautiful garden on the Giriyak hill near 
Rdjgir, in Gya, ■which in a year of unusual drought was nearly des- 
troyed. He therefore promised the hand of his daughter and half his 
kingdom to any one who should water the garden plentifully with 
Ganges water in a single night. Chandrawat, the chief of the Kahdrs, 
undertook the task. He built the long embankment called the 
Asurabdndh to bring the waters of the Bdwan Gangd to the foot of 
the hill, and from the reservoir thus formed his tribesmen watered the 
garden with a series of swing lifts (chanr). When Bhagawdn saw 
the work was done, he repented of his promise to give his daughter 
to a man of low degree, and caused the cock to orow before dawn, 
at the same time taunting the Kahdrs with having failed in their 
undertaking. Deceived by this ruse, and fearing that Bhagaw&n 
would slay them for attempting to win his daughter for their ohief, 
the Kahdrs fled in haste, and when morning broke not a man was 
there to claim fulfilment of the promise. Their flight was so hurried 
that they carried with them the implements used for watering the 
garden. Those who took the bamboos were called KaMrs, those who 
took the ropes were called Magahiyd Brahmans, while two other 
classes got the names of Dhdnuk and Rajwdr, for some reason which 
the story does not disclose. It is added that Bhagaw&n afterwards 
took pity on the KaMrs to the extent of paying them three and a 
half seers of food-grain Aandj) per man, and this or its money value 
is the proper wage of a Kahdr to this day. 

The following sub-castes of Kahdrs are found in Behar : — 

tx i_x Rawdni or Ramdni, Dhuria, Dhimar, 

Internal structure. Kharw4p6> TurW> J a8war , Qarhuk Or 

Garauwd, Bisarid, and Magahiyd. The origin of these groups 
is obscure, and the distinctions between them seem to be very 
imperfectly understood. Some say that in former days there were 
no sub-castes at all, and that the entire caste had its head- 
quarters at Ramanpur, near Gya. The chief, however, married 
two wives, who quarrelled so violently that he was compelled to 
remove one of them to Jaspur. Her descendants formed the Jaswar 
sub-caste, while the members of the family who remained at Ramanpur 
were known as RaiMnis or Rawdnis. The Dhurid are boatmen and 
fishermen, and also collect the sing hard or water ohestnut ( Trapa 
Bispinosa , Roxb.) The Dhimar carry palanquins, catch fish, make 
nets, and are employed as field-labourers and ooolies. The Kharwdrd 
say they came from Khairdgarh, and may possibly be Kharwdrs who 
have taken to oarrying palanquins. The Turhd believe dealing in 
fish and vegetables to be their original occupation, but they cultivate 
and carry palanquins like the other sub-castes. 

Among the Rawdni Kahdrs of the Santdl Parganas we find the 
Marriaro. totemistic sections Ndg and Kdsyapa, while 

Mamago. the same sub-caste in Behar have a local 

section, called Rawanpur. For the most part, however, the caste 
appears to have lost its sections, and marriage is regulated by the 
standard formula for reckoning prohibited degrees calculated to 
seven generations in the descending line. Some, however, say 
that the prohibition extends as far as any relationship can be 

2 a 2 
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traoed. Girls are usually married in infan oy, but this is not 
absolutely indispensable, and no disgrace attaches to a family whieh 
is unable on account of poverty to get its daughters married before 
the age of puberty. The marriage ceremony is of the standard type, 
and appears not to differ materially from that described by Mr. 
Grierson in Behar Peasant Life . Polygamy is allowed, but the 
number of wives a man may have is limited to three. A widow may 
marry again by the sagai form, and is not oompelled to marry her 
deceased husband’s younger brother, though it is considered very 
proper for her to do so. When a widow marries an outsider, he is 
expected to pay a bride-price of Rs. 2 to her relatives and a fee 
of Ro. 1 to the headman of the caste. Divorce is permitted on the 
ground of adultery with the sanction of the panch&yat, and divoroed 
wives may marry again. If a woman is oonvieted of an intrigue 
with a man of a lower caste, who would not be eligible for admis- 
sion into the Kahdr community, she is at once exoommunioated. 
But if her paramour is a Brahman, Rajput, Kayfisth, or Kurmi, the 
offenoe may be condoned by giving a feast to the panoh4yat. This 
is a strong and well organised body, on which every head of a 
family is bound to serve when summoned. It is presided over by 
a sarddr , whose office is hereditary. Under him. again, is a chhariddr 
or staff-bearer, charged with the duty of oalling the panoh&yat 
together and seeing its orders carried out. 

So far as the worship of the greater gods is concerned, the 
Reliiri religion of the Kah&rs is much the same as 

uglon * that of other castes of similar social stand- 

ing. Most of them are worshippers of Siva or the Saktis, and 
the proportion of Yaishnavas among them is very small. Members 
of the Rawtai sub-oaste observe a peculiar worship in honour of 
Ganesa on the seventh day of the waxing moon of K&rtik (October- 
November), when, accompanied by Brahmans, they proceed to 
a wood and make offerings of vegetables, fruits, and sweetmeats 
under an dmla tree (Phyllanthus emblica ), but never sacrifice any 
animal. A feast is then given to the Brahmans, after which 
the Kah&rs dine and driuk spirits to excess. The entertainment 
of Brahmans on this day is accounted as meritorious as the gift 
of five cows on any other occasion. In addition to D&k, Karti, 
Bandi, Goraiya, Dharam Raj, Sokhd, Sambhun&th, and R&mTh&kur, 
whose worship is oommon throughout Behar, the caste pay special 
reverenoe to a deified Kah4r oalled D&mubir, before whose effigy, 
rudely daubed in red and blaok paint, goats are sacrificed and 
betel leaves, sweetmeats, and various kinds of cakes offered at 
marriages, during harvest time and when illness or disaster threatens 
the household. As a rule these rites are performed only by the 
members of the family, who share the offerings among themselves. 
In Bhagalpur, however, the Maithil or Kanaujia Brahmans, who 
serve the caste as priests of the greater gods, are oalled in to sacrifice 
to Damubir, and receive half of the offerings as their perquisite. 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays are the days set apart for the 
worship of Damubir. Throughout Behar the status of the Brahmans 
who work for Kah£rs as priests appears to be a comparatively 
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degraded one, and they are not reoeived on equal terms by other 
members of the sacred order. The guru of the caste is often a 
Bair&gi or Nanak-shahi ascetic. Kahars burn their dead and 
perform the oeremony of sraddh on the thirty-first day after death. 
The ashes are buried near the burning place under a small platform 
of mud, on the top of which a tuhi tree is planted. 

Agriculture, palanquin-bearing, and service in the houses of the 
higher castes, are the chief occupations of 
Occupation. Kahars at the present day. Mr. Nesfield, who 
regards the Kah&r as an offshoot from one of the fishing castes, 
lays stress on the fact that “ his primary function is that of drawing 
and bringing water for the bath or the table, and this has led to 
his being employed for various other uses, such as taking oare of 
clothes, dusting the rooms, kneading the chapati preparatory to oooking 
it, carrying the palanquin, eto/’ It is, however, equally probable 
that the functions of the oaste were developed in an order the reverse 
of that laid down by Mr. Nesfield. People who were qualified to 
perform the respectable duty of bringing drinking-water to men of 
the higher castes would hardly take to the comparatively menial 
occupation of carrying palanquins. Moreover, the fishing castes have 
always been regarded as specially unclean, and on the face of things 
would be the last people chosen for a duty so closely bound up with 
the caste system as that of giving water to their betters. On the 
other hand, when the members of a particular oaste had once been 
established as palanquin-bearers, their employers would always be 
tempted on the ground of mere convenience to promote them to the 
higher duties of personal service. The fact of a man being on a 
journey has always been recognised as a ground for relaxing the 
strict letter of the rules regarding food and drink, and it would often 
happen that while travelling a man would have no one but his Kah&rs 
to look after his personal wants. I have even heard it alleged 
against some of the landholders in Chota Nagpur, where proper 
Kah&rs are scarce, that they had manufactured {bandy a) Kah&rs out 
of Bhuiy&s, Rajw&rs, and the like in consequence of the trouble they 
were put to by having to travel with men from whose hands they 
could not take water without losing oaste. 

Kah&rs engaged in personal service consider themselves superior 
to those who merely carry palanquins or till 
yum the soil, and demand a higher bride-price when 
they give their daughters to them in marriage. Cultivating Kah&rs 
are rarely found occupying any higher position than that of ocou- 
pancy raiyats, while many of them are landless day-labourers paid 
in cash or kind. 

Socially the oaste ranks with Kurmis and Goalas, and Brahmans 
will take water and certain kinds of sweetmeats from their hands. 
Traces of their lowly origin may perhaps be disoerned in the faot 
that many of them will eat fowls and even field-rats, and all except 
the Bhakat or ascetic members of the caste indulge freely in strong 
drink. Mr. Sherring says that some of them eat pork, but this does 
not appear to be the case in Behar or Chota Nagpur. In spite 
of this comparative laxity of diet, they observe some curious 
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prohibitions of their own. Thus a Kah&r engaged in personal service 
with a Brahman, Rajput, Babhan, K&yasth, or Agarwil, will only eat 
his master’s leavings so long as he is himself unmarried. They are 
also particular to explain that their women may not wear nose-rings 
or have their foreheads tattooed. 

It was stated in the first paragraph of this article that the 

Members of the caste Kab ^ K properly a Behar caste A certain 
domiciled in Bengal pro- Dumber of them, however, regularly seek em- 
P er - ployment outsidp beyond that province, and 

some of them beoome regularly domiciled. The following particulars 
regarding these outlying branches of the caste are taken from 
Dr. Wise’s notes : — 

The Kah&r, being the most docile and industrious of workmen, 
is in much request throughout Bengal, and of late years he has been 
in great demand as a coolie for the tea gardens of Assam, Kachar, 
and Chittagong. A few also come yearly from Chaprah, being 
employed in the city of Dacca as coolies, porters, and domestic 
servants ; but they always return borne as soon as a little money has 
been saved. 

Kah&rs domiciled in Bengal, and known as Doliya, are pro- 
scribed by their Hindustani brethren, because, having ceased to 
observe the peculiar oustoms of the caste, they have adopted those of 
the despised Bengali Stidras. The Doliya are met with along the 
old post road between Daooa and Calcutta, and at Mansur&b&d, on 
the Padma river, twenty-five houses are oooupied by them, while in 
Faridpur still larger settlements oocur. Palanquin travelling being 
no longer the custom in the country, the Doliyas have beoome 
cultivators, domestic servants, and palanquin-bearers in cities. The 
Raw&ni Kah&r is an eager and mdefatigable sportsman, but the 
Doliya is oontent to catch fish in traps, and has given up hunting 
and snaring game. In one respect the Doliya is unchanged. Spirit- 
drioking is to him, as to the Raw&ni Kah&r, the summum bonum of 
life, but he rejects pork, which is still a favourite artiole of food with 
his Hindustani kinsmen. The Doliyas, rejected by the Kah&rs and 
by the Bengali Sudras, have a Br&hman of their own, and all belong 
to a gotra called Aliman. The majority are Saiva worshippers, but 
a few are Vaishnavas. 

In Bengal the Hindi name, Maharii, is applied to any palan- 
quin-bearers not KahArs, and in Dacoa bearers either belong to the 
Mitra Seni subdivision of the Bhuinmdli caste or to the K&ndho 
branch of the Chand&l. A few Muhammadan palanquin-bearers, 
called Doli-wdlas or Saw&ri-w&las, may occasionally be picked up, 
but their numbers are yearly diminishing. 

Last century the title Kah&r was at Patna the distinctive 
appellation of a Hindu slave, as Maul&z&dah was of a Muhammadan ; 
and the tradition in 1774 was that the Kah&r slavery took its rise 
when the Muhammadans first invaded Northern India. 1 So Bucha- 
nan observes that the Rawanis have been entirely reduoed to slavery ; 
nor does any one of them pretend to a free birth, but many procure 



1 Slavery in India , by James Peggs, p. 6. 
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their liberty by the inability of their masters to maintain them, and 
many more are allowed to do as they please for a subsistence. 

The following statement shows the number!and distribution of 
the Kahdrs in 1872 and 1881 



District. 


1878. 


1881. 


District. 


1878. 




Bardwan 

B&nkura 

Birbhum 

Midnapur 

Hughli 

Howrah 

24-Parganas 

Nadiya 

Khufna 

Jessore 

Murshedabad 

Pinaipur 

Bajshahya 

Bangpur 

Boirra ... ... ... 

P»bna 

Piling 

Jalpigori 

Kuch Behar ... m 

Dacca 

Faridpur ... 

Bakargan j 

M&imansmh 

Tipperah 


1,156 

124 

938 

1,199 

} 947 

10,491 
2,683 

3,466 

8,416 

768 

520 

707 

211 

876 

40 

178 

1,436 

1,910 

667 

199 

217 


1,744 
671 
2,873 
3,156 
f 1,409 

l 2,006 
2,921 
l,52e 
1,862 
4,707 
4,769 
3,661 
1,209 
3,986 
864 
2,656 
964 
1,577 
187 
1,898 
3,842 
361 
4,273 
126 


Chittagong 

Noakhali 

Hill Tracts 

Patna *• 

Gya ... ... ... 

Shahahad 

::: 

Saran 

Champaran 

Mongbyr 

Purmaf 

Maldah 

SanttU Parganas 

Cuttack ... 

Puri 

Balasore 

Tributary States 

H atari bagh ... ... 

Lobardagi 

Singbhum 

Manbhnm ... ... ... 

Tributary States 


7 

1,148 

60 

74,721 

106,788 

62,064 

j 88,380 

81,666 

12,529 

40,703 

22,127 

9,758 

2,741 

12,918 

24,674 

22,720 

175 

5,829 

660 


{ 



1881. 



toss 

1,776 



86,883 

118,844 

71,948 

99,644 

18,010 

66,536 

46,628 

49,208 

91.848 
18,117 

9,147 

16,385 

476 

8 

196 

10 

36.849 
83,189 

329 

6,880 

1,346 



Kahhdl, an oculist, a profes- 
sion followed by both Hindus 
and Mahomedans. InDarbhanga 
there are sohools of ophthalmic 
surgery, and Hindu oculists from 
that district travel about Behar 
in the oold season when opera- 
tions can be most safely under- 
taken. Many ooulists belong to 
the Khatri caste. In Eastern 
Bengal similar sohools exist, but 
they are in the hands of Maho- 
medans. 

K&hino&r, a mul or section of 
the Tinmulia Madhesid sub-caste 
of Halwdis in Behar. 



Kahr&ur, a sept of theChandra- 
bansi division of Rajputs in 
Behar. 

Kah-tsho-bo, a rut or sept of 
Dejong Lhoris in Darjiling, the 
members of whioh are of a low 
mixed origin. 

Kahu, crow, a sub-sept of the 
Besrd sept of Santdls. 

Kaidre, a mul of the Bdtsya 
seotion of Maithil Brahmans in 
Behar. 

Kaibartta, a sub-caste of Ke- 
wats in Bengal. 



Kaibartta-Dds, Chdsi~Dds 9 Hdlid-Dds, Pardsar-Dds, 
Dhivara , Khyan , a large fishing and cultivating caste of Bengal 
Proper, taking rank below the Nava-sakha, or group of nine castes, 
from whose hands a Brahman may take water. 

No serious attempt oan be made to traoe the origin of the 
Tradition, of origin. Kaibartta. The physical oharaoters of the caste 
are not marked enough to throw any certain 
light on their descent, while their exogamous divisions, having been 
obviously borrowed from the Brahmans, contribute in no way to the 
solution of the question. Ail that can be said is that they are one of 
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the oharaoteristio castes of the deltaio districts of Bengal, that the 
nucleus of the group was probably Dravidian, but that their original 
cast of feature may have been to some extent refioed by a slight 
infusion of A ryan blood. The type as it stands at present is distinctly 
an intermediate one, equally removed from the extreme types of 
Aryan and Dravidian races found in Bengal. 

There seem to be good grounds for the belief that the Kaibarttas 
were among the earliest inhabitants of Bengal and occupied a com- 
manding position. Many oenturies ago five separate princedoms — 
Tamralipta or Tamluk, BAlisita, Turka, Sujamuta, and Kutabpur — 
are said to have been founded by them in the Midnapur district, 
and it is perhaps not unreasonable to infer from this tradition that 
that part of the country must have been one of the earliest seats of 
the tribe. The faot that none of them are now found occupying the 
position of large landholders is readily accounted for by tne extinc- 
tion of some families and the transformation of others into pseudo- 
Bajputs. 

Concerning the etymology of the name Kaibartta there has 
been considerable difference of opinion. Some derive it from ka, 
water, and mrtta , livelihood ; but Lassen says* that the use of ka in this 
sense is extremely unusual in early Sanskrit, and that the true 
derivation is Kivarta , a corruption of Kimrarta , meaning a person 
following a low or degrading occupation. This, he adds, would be in 
keeping with the pedigree assigned to the caste in Manu, where the 
Kaibarta, also known as MArgava or DAsa, is said to have been 
begotten by a Nish Ad a father and an Ayogavi mother, and to subsist 
by his labour in boats. On the other hand, the Brahma- Yaivartta 
Purina gives the Kaibartta aKshatriya father and a Yaisya mother, a 
far more distinguished parentage ; for the Ayogavi, being born from 
a Sudra father and a Yaisya mother, is classed as pratiloma , begotten 
against the hair, or in the inverse order of the precedence of the 
castes* 

In another placet Lassen mentions a story told by an obsoure 
Greek writer, Orthagoras, in his book On Things Indian, how the people 
of the village Koythos fed their goats upon fish, and goes on to say 
“ seeing that in popular speech the name of the mixed caste Kaiharta , 
to whom the business of boating and fishing has been allotted, must 
beoome Kerntta, and the v would drop out in Greek, this village, 
doubtless situated on the sea or on a river, must have derived its name 
from the fact that it was inhabited by Kaibartas.” Whatever may be 
thought of this as a speoimen of a kind of conjecture of whioh Indian 
antiquarian research furnishes too many examples, the passage seems 
to deserve quotation partly for the curious and characteristic story 
whioh it contains, and partly for the opinion whioh it expresses that 
Kewat and Kaibartta are merely two names for the same tribe, or at 
any rate for the same occupation. Kaibartta, the Sanskrit or Prakrit- 
form, has been preserved in Bengali, and is still in general use 
as the name of the oaste in question, while the shorter form Kewat 
has become current in Behar. 






Jnd. Alt . i, 770. 



t Ind. Alt. iii* 342. 
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The simplest explanation of the relation between the Kaibartta 
and the Kewat appears then to be that both belonged to one and 
the same tribe, but that the branoh whioh settled in Behar gradually 
became endogamons and adopted a Hindi name, so that the two 
groups are now virtually distmot castes and have been so treated in 
this book. Numerous instances oould be cited in whioh endogamous 
groups originally formed within the body of an existing oaste have 
in oourse of time severed their connexion with the parent group and 
come to be aceepted as distinct castes. As is usual in such oases, the 
two groups stand, or affect to stand, on a different social level, and 
the group bearing a Sanskritised name arrogates to itself some sort of 
undefined superiority. In Orissa, on the other hand, the two names 
are ourrent side by side ; but Kaibartta is used by members of 
the oaste, while only outsiders have the bad taste to talk of 
Kewat*. 

In the case of the Kewat and Kaibartta several legends have 
arisen to account for the separation of the two branohes, whioh 
deserve notioe for the light they throw upon the growth of this sort 
of folklore. One of these tells how in Bengal there was a powerful 
tribe called Kewat, whom Ballal Sen raised to the grade of pure 
Sudras, conferring on them the title of Kaibartta in return for their 
undertaking to abandon their original profession of fishing. The 
Kanaujia Brahmans, however, refused to officiate for them on their 
promotion, and the Vy&sokta Brahmans were appointed to be 
their priests. Now these Brahmans are either the descendants of, or, 
as another story has it, were appointed by Vydsa, himself the son of 
a fisher girl, Matsyagandhd, by Pardsara Muni. The Kaibarttas 
of Bengal claim the same parentage, and allege that at the great 
assemblage of the castes before Ballal Sen they urged their right, as 
the descendants of the Muni Yydsa, to be inoluded among the Naba- 
s&kha. But Ball&l Sen refused to listen to their plea, and allotted 
them one of the most degraded priests. At the present day the 
Brahmans who serve the Kaibartta are so generally despised that 
no dean Sudra will touch anything cooked by them, and in reality 
they rank beneath the Sudra. 

A variety of legends are current in the Midnapur distriot con- 
cerning the origin of the Vydsokta Brahmans, who serve the Kaibart- 
tas as priests. They are said to be descended from Barbu, a sage 
who 'oomposed heterodox Pur&nas and was cursed by Brahm& with 
the ourse that he and his descendants should be priests to men of the 
Sudra caste. In oonsequenoe of this curse the Yy&soktas were told 
off to serve the Kaibarttas, the ohildren of Bidur, on the banks of the 
Sarjyu river. 

Another story tells how the Kaibarttas rendered a great service to 
Ball&l 8en and were told to name their reward. They asked the 
King to compel the local Brahmans to serve them as priests; but 
the Brahmans refused to obey, and the King, in order to keep his 
promise, vowed that the first man he saw in the morning should be 
made the Kaibarttas’ priest. Next morning early when the King 
looked out the first man he saw was his own sweeper sweeping out the 
courtyard. This was not quite what the Kaibarttas meant, but the 
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King's vow had to be kept, so the sweeper was invested with the 
sacred thread and sent to minister to the Kaibarttas. 

A third legend says that after the Kaibarttas had settled in 
Midnapur a certain Kaibartta merchant dug a big tank in ParganA 
K a si j ora. To conseorate this tank a Brahman had to be got who 
could kindle the sacred fire by the breath of his mouth. The 
Yydsokta were unequal to this feat, but a Dr&vida Brahman per- 
formed it. His caste brethren expelled him for having served a low 
caste, and he therefore settled in Midnapur. 

Like the Kaibarttas themselves, the Kaibartta Brahmans of 
Midnapur are divided into two sub-oastes, Uttar Rarhi and Dakhin 
R&rhi, the names of which enable them to pose before the ignorant 
as R&rhi Brahmans. Members of the higher castes, however, who will 
take water from the hands of the Kaibarttas will not take it from 
Kaibartta Brahmans, and the Kaibarttas themselves will not eat food 
cooked by their own Brahmans. 

The internal divisions of the oaste differ in different districts. 



Internal .truoture. They are shown in tabular form .in Appen- 
dix I. The exogamous divisions have 
been borrowed from the Brahmans and, as has been observed 



above, give no clue to the origin of the caste. The endogam- 
ous divisions are based either upon occupation or upon habitat, 
but these distinctions are not everywhere reoognised to the same 
extent: thus in Central Bengal and Maldah we find the culti- 
vating and fishing groups, variously called H&lik and 0 Alik or 
Ch&sa and JAIwah or «J AliyA, dearly differentiated, while in Dacca 
there is no Ch&sd or Halwaha division, and the D&s Kaibarttas have 



not yet separated into a distinct caste. In the latter distriot the 



Jalwah or fisher Kaibarttas are all members of onegotra, the Aliman, 
and have the oommon title of Das, but a few individuals who praotise 
medicine have assumed the title of Baidya. In Hughli there are 
four sub-castes, two territorial— Uttar-r&rhi and Dakhin-r&rhi — 



and two occupational, JeliyA or M&I&, who live by fishing, and 
Tutiy&, who rear silkworms. The name of the last group is derived 
from tut , the mulberry tree, on the leaves of which silkworms 



are fed. 



The divisions of the oaste in Bakarganj are curious and interest- 
ing, and deserve somewhat fuller examination by reason of the light 
they throw upon the process by whioh endogamous classes are formed, 
and even upon the growth of the oaste system itself. There the 
Kaibarttas are divided into two groups — a cultivating group, known as 
HAIiA D&s, Par&sara Das or Ch&si Kaibartta, and a fishing group, 
known simply as Kaibartta. Clearly the latter group represents 
the main body of the oaste, while the former comprises those Kaibart- 
tas who have abandoned their original occupation and betaken 
themselves to the more respectable profession of agriculture. But 
the separation has not been long enough in f oroe, or has not gained 
sufficient acceptance to render the two groups completely endogamous. 
Intermarriage is permitted between them, but is restricted by oertain 
conditions. Girls of the H&lid-D&s olass can be given in marriage to 
Kaibarttas, but if a man of the former class marries a Kaibartta girl, 
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his family is deemed to have been guilty of a misalliance, and desoenda 
a step in social estimation. Such marriages frequently take place, 
but a substantial price is paid by the Kaibartta family for the privi- 
lege of getting a bridegroom from the higher class. Similar relations 
exist in Jessore between the Hrlo, ploughing, and Mecho or fishing 
Kaibarttas. Among the HAliA DAs themselves the following families 
have the titular rank of Kulin : — KA1A BAy, HAliA BAlAi, JAdab B Ay, 
Bhuban Kuri, Manji, SamaddAr, CharmanAi Bay, and MajumdAr. 
All the rest are classed as BAngAls. Kulins and BAngAls may 
intermarry, but the latter must pay to the former a bride or bride- 
groom-price for the honour which an allianoe with them confers. 
The Kaibartta in their turn are divided into Chandradwipi and 
BAra hazAri, the former being the superior group and demanding 
a premium in case of intermarriage. The following titles denote 
Kulin families: — KAwAr, Mandal, Manji, PAthar and SikdAr, the 
rest are BAngAls. 

The subdivisions of the Dakhin-BArhi group — LalohatAi, 
EksidA, DosidA, and MAkunda — found in Midnapur are of an uncom- 
mon type, and seem to have been originally hypergamous as regards 
the LalohatAi, the highest of the series. It is explained that they 
used to have a * red mat ’ to sit on, as a mark of social distinction, 
at the meetings of the Kaibartta caste. The next two names are 
based on a marriage oustom. The EksidA, when they go with a 
wedding procession to fetch the bride, will not eat in her father’s 
house on the wedding night. He therefore sends them a present 
(side) of food, whioh they cook and eat in a neighbour’s house. The 
DosidA extend this to the night after the Wedding, and therefore are 
described as two-present men. MAkunda is said to be an eponymous 
group. They carry their own wedding presents to the bride’s house, 
and they eat cooked food with any Kaibartta, whether he belongs to 
their class or not. 

The HAliA Das have the following sections : — AlamyAn, KAsyap, 
BharadwAj, ParAsar, and Ghrita-Kausik, of whioh only the first two 
are recognised by Kaibarttas. But in both groups the rule prohibit- 
ing marriage within the seotion, though admitted to have been 
binding in former times, has fallen into disuse of late years. In 
Orissa, on the other hand, traoes of totemism still survive among the 
caste, and the rule of exogamy is invariably enforoed. I may 
remark here that in regard to the observance of this rule Eastern 
Bengal presents a remarkable oontrast to Western Bengal and 
Behar. Not only is the number of seotions reoognised in any 
particular caste peculiarly small, but the law of sectional exogamy 
is often disregarded altogether. It may be oonjeotured that this is 
due in some measure to the example of the Mahomedans of the 
eastern districts. Islam knows nothing of exogamy, and enjoins the 
marriage of first cousins as a peculiarly suitable allianoe. The large 
Mahomedan population of Eastern Bengal, coming of the same raoe 
as the Hindus and maintaining dose social relations with them, oould 
hardly fail to exercise considerable influence on their matrimonial 
arrangements. 
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Like most orthodox Hindus, the Kaibarttas of Bengal perform 
the ceremonial marriage of their daughters 
amage ’ before they attain puberty, and sometimes when 

they are only three years old. The girls, however, do not go to 
live with their husbands until they are fully grown up. Com- 

E laints, indeed, are not unoommon of a girl being kept at home 
y her people to assist iu household work long after the time when 
she was physically oapable of entering upon married life. In the case 
of males marriage is often delayed by inability to pay the pan or 
bride-price for a suitable maiden, which runs rather high among 
respectable Kaibarttas, and may amount to as much as Rs. 200 or 
Rs. 300. Polygamy is permitted in this sense and to the extent in which 
it is permitted to orthodox Hindus ; but in practioe it is very rarely 
resorted to. Widows may not marry a eecond husband. Divoroe 
is permitted on the ground of adultery, but divorced wives are not 
allowed to marry again. 

The Kaibarttas of Orissa depart in certain material points from 
the orthodox standard in matters concerning marriage. Infant- 
marriage is allowed to be the more excellent way, and most parents 
endeavour to follow it ; but no disgrace attaches to the marriage of 
a girl after puberty. The widow is allowed to marry again, and is 
expected to marry her late husband’s younger brother. The ceremony 
is a simple one. A feast is given to the members of the oaste, and 
a bracelet is put on the right wrist of the bride. Divoroe may be 
effected by a chhadapatra or letter of divoroe, written in the presenoe 
of the headman and a few of the leading members of the caste. 
Divorced wives are allowed to marry again. 

In connection with the recognition of widow-marriage in Orissa, 
Widows. I may mention the tradition ourrent in the 

i owa Contai subdivision of Midnapur that in the 

Amli year 1223 a famine occurred in those parts and some widows 
took to themselves second husbands. The chief Kaibartta R&j& is 
said to have put a stop to the practioe. Can we argue from this 
that widow-marriage, still ourrent among the Kaibarttas of Orissa, 
survived among the Kaibarttas of Bengal down to 1223 ? 

In religion the Kaibarttas conform to the ceremonial observ- 
. ances of Hindus in general. With very few 

glon * exceptions, the eutire caste belongs to the 

Yaishnava sect, their guru being a Gossain and their purohits patit 
or barna Brahmans. The period of mourning in Bengal Proper is 
thirty days, as is appointed for Sudras ; but in Midnapur this is 
reduced to fifteen, and in Orissa to ten. 

The characteristic festival of the oaste is the JAlpilani , or laying 
by of the net, which begins on the 1st of M&gh ( J anuary-F ebruary ) . 
From this date commences a close period, lasting from two and a 
half to seven days, during whioh no fishing operations are carried on. 
On the last day the river Ganges is worshipped, the net being spread 
on the bank and smeared with red lead. Offerings are made to the 
river goddesses, prayers recited by the caste Brahman, and a live kid 
thrown into the water, which in Eastern Bengal becomes the perqui- 
site of the Bhuinm&li or P&tni. 
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So far as I oan ascertain, there are no minor gods peculiar to 
the oaste. It is said, however, that SitalA, the departmental goddess 
of small-pox, and Chandi, a form of K&li, are worshipped with especial 
devotion in Kaihartta villages. The offerings made to these two 
goddesses on ordinary oocasions oonsist of rioe, sweetmeats, fruits, 
and small ooins. Goats are sacrificed and clothes and ornaments 
presented in fulfilment of vows made by persous suffering from 
illness or in recognition of some special stroke of good luck. Neither 
Sitala nor Chandi have as yet attained to the dignity of having 
regular temples and images or special priests set apart for their 
servioe. In Bengal the caste Brahman oi the worshipper, in Behar 
a ChatiyA or Bhakat, performs the simple ritual which oustom 
prescribes. A rough blook or slab of stone set up under a pipal, 
banyan , or seorhd 1 tree, smeared with red lead and bathed in*olarified 
butter or milk, represents to the mind of the villagers an ill-defined, 
but formidable power, whioh must be propitiated at regular intervals 
on pain of siokness or death. 

Another gr&m devatd or village deity of the same type commonly 
worshipped by Kaibarttas is Bura-Buri, literally old man and old 
woman, a well-known androgynous divinity of Eastern Bengal, 
which is believed to have been adopted hy Hinduism from some 
more primitive system of belief. The annual festival of Bura-Buri 
falls on the Paush-Sankr&nti, or last day of the month of Paush, 
corresponding to Deoember and January. 

In the occupation of the cultivating Kaibarttas there is as a 
rule nothing to distinguish them from other 
ocupa on. Hindu castes who are engaged in agricultural 

pursuits. It is said, however, that in former days all Kaibarttas 
used to allow their bull oalves to be oastrated. In course of time 
it came home to them that this practice was abhorrent to all good 
Hindus, and a few families bound themselves to give it up. Tneir 
descendants now call themselves Lakhi-N&r&yan, to denote their 
zeal in the cause of religion, and Tera-ghari4, to keep in remem- 
brance the fact that thirteen families took part in the original 
resolution. All cultivating Kaibarttas now abstain from the practice 
in question. Begarding the fishing Kaibarttas of Eastern Bengal, 
Dr. Wise has collected some interesting information. When a man 
of this class has saved some money his first idea is to give up fishing 
and become a fishmonger ( nikdri ), using in his leisure hours a oast 
net, but no other. Kaibarttas generally cultivate a field of hemp for 
their own use, or, if they hold no land, give an advance to a neigh- 
bour and get a patoh planted out. They themselves prepare the 
fibre ; their wives spin it ; and in this way nets, ropes, and twine are 
manufactured. 

Kaibarttas are the chief curers of fish in Eastern Bengal. They 
work during November and December, when fish are most abundant 
and the weather is oool. Early in November a pieoe of land is leased 
by the water side, and the fishermen of the neighbourhood are 



1 Trophii atpera. The Sanskrit name is s4khota. It is also known as 
Pisacha-dxu, Pisacha-briksha or Bhnta-briksha, the tree of ghosts or goblins. 
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engaged to bring in large quantities of the small poti or ponti fish. 
The fish is plaoed between mats and trodden under foot and then 
slowly dried in the sun. No salt is used. The produot is exported 
to districts where fish cannot be got in the cold weather. In 
Maimansinh larger fish are gutted, dried in the sun, and buried in 
pits. When dug up at the beginning of the rains, it is known as 
sukhii , and is exported to Sylhet and Kachar, where it is esteemed 
a great delicacy. 

The eooial status of the Kaibartta is not altogether easy to 

Social status determine, as the fisher sub-castes would neoes- 

m * sarily occupy a lower position than purely 

agricultural groups. The H&lii Kaibarttas are usually allowed to 
smoke in the same hooka with members of the Nava-sdkha, and 
this fairly marks their position as standing first below that group. 
The same privilege is not acoorded to J&liy£ Kaibarttas. At present 
Brahmans will not take water from the hands even of the H41i& 
sub-caste, but it seems likely, as time goes on, that this sub-caste will 
rise in social estimation, and will altogether sink the Kaibartta, so 
that eventually it is possible that they may succeed in securing 
a place with the Nava-sAkha, an elastio group, which has already 
been expanded beyond its original limits. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
Kaibarttas in 1872 and 1881 : — 



District. 


1872. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Bardwan 




56,70* 


81,592 


Paridpur 


13.649 


24,010 


Bankara 




12,644 


25,250 


Bakarganj 


29.841 


18,080 


Birbhum 




11,081 


9,129 


Maimansinh 


77,798 


94,217 


Midnapur 

Hughli 




692,140 


758,435 


Chittagong 


8,692 


4,542 




1 288,620 


f 142,526 


Noakhali 


20,268 


16,151 


Howrah 




1155,658 


Tipperah 


53,866 


50,290 


24-Parganas 




182,486 


179,758 


Chittagong Hill Tracts ... 


. 


7 


Nadiya 




114,857 


126,068 


Darbhanga ... 


484 


879 


JflMore 




44,001 


32,505 


S&ran 


6 




Khulna 






25,895 


Champaran 

Mongnyr 


471 




Murshedabad 




102,517 


100,855 


65 




Dinaipur 




88,301 


87,785 


Bhagalpur 

Pumiah 


311 


207 


Rajshahye 




00,440 


63,184 


66,321 


44,221 


Kaiuepur 




86,896 


30,612 


Maldah 


27,566 

2,994 


23,556 


f£'£ :: ::: 




14,883 


15,560 


Santal Parganas 


10,749 




19,255 


28,306 


Cuttack 


6,129 


Darjiling 

Jalpigon 




24 

2,970 


219 

6,838 


Balasore 

Tributary 8tates 




861 

S19 


Kuoh Behar 






2,678 


Singbhum 




800 


Dacca 




82,817 


40,422 


Manbhum ... 




5,140 



Kaibartta-D&s, a synonym for 
Kaibartta. 

K&ibt&r, a seotion of the 
Dhark&r sub-caste of Dorns in 
Behar. 

Kaikyal, a thar or section of 
Nepali Brahmans. 

Kaili&, a section of Bhdts. 



Ka i I wfir , a sept of the Chandra- 
bansi division of Rajputs in 
Behar; a seotion of Majraut 
Go&l&s. 

K&in, K&inya, Kaiyfi, a 
synonym for 8on&r. In Darjiling 
and the Nepal Terai the word 
Kainya denotes a native of the 
plains who carries on business as 
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a trader and money-lender, and is 
more especially used as a title 
of Marwaris, and generally of 
traders and money-lenders from 
Upper India. 

KainrAla, a thar of the Maut- 
kaha gotra of NepAli Brahmans. 

KaiobanuAr, a section of 
Kurmis in Ohota Nagpur and 
Orissa. 

KairAIA, a section of KAmis ; 
a thar or sept of Mangars in 
Darjiling. 

KairawAr, illegitimate issue, 
a section of Kurmis in Ohota 
Nagpur and Orissa. 

Kaisab, corruption of Kdsyapa , 
a section of the Ayodhia sub- 
caste of Ha j jams and of the 
Bhojpuria sub-caste of NuniAs 
in Behar. 

Kaisale, a sept of LohArs in 
Ohota Nagpur. 

KaisAr, a section of GhAsis in 
Chota Nagpur. | 

Kdit 9 a synonym forKayasth. 

Kaita, Kaith, curry vegetable, 
atotemistio sept of Ohiks, Oraons, 
and Ahirs or GoAlAs in Ohota 
Nagpur. 

Kaithar, a section of the BiyA- 
hut and KharidAhA KalwArs in 
Behar. 

KaithAwar, Kaitha, a sept of 
Asuras in Chota Nagpur. 

KAiwar, a mul or section of 
the Ghosin sub-caste of GoAlAs in 
Behar. 

KAji, a sept of ThArus in 
Behar. 

Kajol, a sub-oaste of GoAlAs in 
Bengal. 

KAkan, a sept of the Surajbansi 
division of Rajputs in Behar. 

KAkas, a section of GoAlAs in 
the North-Western Provinces and 
Behar. 



KAkin, aunt, a totemistio sept 
of Mundas in Ohota Nagpur. 

Kakir, a sept of Rajputs in 
Behar. 

Kakkar, a section of theBara- 
jati sub-oaste of Khatris in 
Bengal. 

KAk kA Rakmal, a section of 
KalwArs in Behar. 

Kakra, hyena, a totemistio 
sept of Oraons in Chota Nagpur. 

KakroliA»a section of GoAlAs 
in the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 

Kaksa, a section of Majraut 
GoAlAs in Behar. 

KAkulu, a sept of Tipperahs 
in the Hill Traots of Chittagong. 

KAkusthi, a met or bypergam- 
ous sub-group of RArhi 
Brahmans in Bengal. 

KAI, a section of Bagdis in 
Bengal. 

KalA, a sept of ChakmAsin the 
I Hill Tracts of Chittagong. 

Kalaen, a section of AwadhiA 
HajjAms in Behar. 

KalAgAchi, a section of PAtnis 
in Bengal. 

KAlAi, a gdin of the BAtsya 
gotra of the Uttar-BArendra 
Brahmans in Bengal. 

Kalaxgar , a tinman, a profes- 
sion followed mostly by Mahom- 
edans. Occ . 

Kalait, a section of LohArs 
in Behar. 

KalA KhAti, a thar or sept of 
Damis in Darjiling, the members 
of which are drummers by pro- 
fession. 

Kalal , Kalxoar , (i) in Bengal 
Mahomedan distillers and liquor- 
sellers, who are regarded as out- 
castes by reason of their profes- 
sion, so that other Mahomedans 
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will not eat, drink, or intermarry 
with them. Synonyms : kdrigar , 
mtstri, used by themselves ; shar- 
abtcaia , looked upon as derog- 
atory : (ii) in Behar the term kaldl 
denotes a Mahomedan and kal- 
ijcdr a Bttndu liquor-seller. A dis- 
tiller is called bhatthiddr or abkdr , 
and in SAran rdnki. 

KalAliA, a section of GoAlAs in 
the North-Western Provinces and 
Behar. 

KalalohAr, a Mar or ®*pt of 
MAngara in Darjiling. 

KalAlsunri, a sub-caste of 
Sunris in Behar. 

KAIAnuA, a section of the Bi- 
yAhut and KharidAhA KalwArs 
in Behar. 

KA1A RAy, ahypergamous group 
of Kaibarttas in Bakarganj. 

KAIAsan, a mul or section of 
the NaomuliA or GroriA sub-caste 
of GoAlAs in Behar. 

Kalasdih, a mul or section of 
the ChhamuliA MadhesiA sub- 
caste of HalwAis in Behar. 

KalAwat, a sub-caste of 
Brahmans in Behar. 

KalemniA, a section of BAb- 
hans in Behar. 

KalganiA, a section of GoAlAs 
in the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 

KAIhans, a sept of Bajputs in 
Behar. 

Kalhia, a section of GhAsis in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kali, a sept of Tipperahs in the 
Hill Tracts of Chittagong. 

Kali A, a title of Chasi Kai- 
barttas and Sadgops in Bengal. 

KAIigrAmi, a gdin of the 
BAtsya gotra of BArendra 
Brahmans in Bengal. 



KAlihAi, a gdin of the BAtsya 
gotra of BArendra Brahmans in 
Bengal. 

KA I imba, tobacco flower, a tote- 
mis tic sept of JuAngs in Orissa. 

KAIindi, a sub-caste of Dorns 
in Bengal who are cultivators 
and basket-makers. Their ohief 
occupation is basket-making, but 
they are employed to kill dogs, 
remove dead bodies, and some- 
times as executioners. The name 
is said to refer to their being 
worshippers of the goddess Kali. 
A gdin of the BAtsya gotra of 
BArendra Brahmans in Bengal ; 
a title of JAliyas. 

Kalin wA I, a section of GoAlAs 
in the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 

Kalipa, a religious group of 
Jugis. 

Kalit, a mul or section of the 
Kamarkalla sub-caste of Sonars 
in Behar. 

Kallani, a section of Mahesris. 

Kalmi, a section of Telia in 
Bengal. 

Kalmut, a section of Brahmans 
in Behar. 

Kalot, a seotion of GoAlAs in 
the North-Western Provinces and 
Behar. 

Katearea, a man who works at 
a kahar , the place where the juice 
of sugarcane is expressed. 

Kalu, a sub-caste of Telis in 
Bengal and Orissa ; also a 
synonym for Teli, and a title 
of Mahomedan oil-pressers and 
sellers in Northern Bengal. 

KAIui, a gdin or sub-section of 
Saptasati Brahmans in Bengal. 

KalundiA, a sept of Hos in 
Singbhum. 

KalupitA, a term used in 
Western Bengal to denote a 
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hardworking man of the aborig- 
inal castes, each as BAuris, 
BAgdis, and the like. 

Kalvisha, a section of Brah- 
mans and KAyasths in Bengal. 



Kalwadi& v a section of GoAlAs 
in the North-Western Provinoes 
and Behar. 

Kalw&r, a sub-caste of BaniyAs 
and Sunris in Behar. 



Ji&Ltotf?, a liquor-selling, distilling, and trading caste of Behar, 
. probably a degraded offshoot of one of the 

0rigilL numerous branohes of the BaniyAs. Mr. Nesfield 

regards the name as “ a variant of Khairwdr or catechu-maker, 
a process whioh is very similar to that of drawing juice from the 
palm-tree and fermenting it into a spirit;” and adds that this 
etymology “ implies that the caste has sprung out of such tribes as 
Chain, KhairwAr, MuBahar, eto., all of whom are skilled in making 
the intoxicating juioe called oatechu.” It seems, however, more 
likely that Kalwar is a corruption of Kalicdld, a man who works a 
kal or maohine ; while there is no evidenoe whatever to oonnect the 
KalwAr with the jungle races who collect catechu, an astringent 
extract from the wood of several speoies of acacia, whioh, so far as 
I am aware, has no intoxioating properties. 

The caste is divided into six sub-castes — Ba nod hid, Biyahut or 
t . . , Bhojpuri, Dsswdr, uaiswar or Ajodhidbdsi, 

ure * Khalsd, and Kharid&hfi. Mahomedan liquor- 
sellers are called R&nki or Kal&l. Of these the BanodhiA say they 
came from the north-west of the Roy Bareilly distriot about a 
hundred years ago. The BiyAhut pretend that in former years 
they did not permit widows to marry again, though they admit- 
tedly to do so now. Another story is that they are descended from 
the biyahi wife of the common ancestor of the caste, while the 
other sub-castes were the offspring of a mgai wife. They will 
not drink or sell alcoholio liquor, and will not milk cows with 
their own hands or allow bullocks to be castrated. The KharidAhA, 
who are said to derive their name from a village in GhAzipur, 
observe the two latter restrictions, but do not object to selling 
drink. The JaiswAr sub-caste are alleged to be the illegitimate 
descendants of a KalwAr by a mistress called JaisiA. They them- 
selves derive their name from a village called Jaispur, the preoise 
locality of whioh they are unable to state. Most of the sub-castes 
appear to have sections of the territorial type, and to observe 
the standard formula stating prohibited degrees. The BiyAhut and 
KharidAhA forbid a man to marry a woman of his own section, or of 
the sections to which his mother, his paternal grandmother, and his 
paternal great-grandmother bel onged . One of the sections of the J ais- 
wAr group is denoted by the curious formula Bdtoan gali, tirpan bdzdr , 
chhatis lahr , battiz parkdr ; for a further notice of which see artiole 
B&wan. JaiswArs follow the same rule regarding excluded sections 
as the BiyAhut and KharidAhA sub-castes, except that they substitute 
the maternal grandmother for the paternal great-grandmother. 

Members of the BiyAhut and KharidAhA sub-castes many 
their daughters between the ages of five and 
twelve years ; JaiswArs from five to ten ; while 

2 B 



Marriage. 
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BanodhiAs regard from seven to fourteen as the marriageable age 
for a girl. Boys are married between eight and fourteen, but 
all sub- castes agree in holding it proper for the bridegroom to 
be a few years older than the bride. The marriage ceremony 
is of the standard type, sindurdin being the binding portion. 
Banodhid Kalwirs omit the preliminary forms known as ghardekhi , 
bardekhi , and panbati. The tilak paid to the parents of the bride- 
groom never exoeeds a maximum amount of Bs. 21. Polygamy 
is permitted up to a limit of three or, as some say, four wives. 
It is not very clear, however, whether the permission to take more 
than one wife is not in any case conditional on the first being 
barren, and the practioe of the caste on this point seems to vary 
in different districts. Widows are allowed to marry again by all 
Bub-castes, and no restrictions are placed on their freedom of ohoioe. 
Biy&hut Kalw&rs, as has been stated above, say that they derived 
their name Biy&hut, ‘ the married,’ from their prohibiting widow- 
marriage. But there is no independent evidence in support of their 
statement, and it is primA facie unlikely that they should have 
retraced their steps after having travelled so far in the path of 
orthodoxy. Divoroe is not generally reoognised, a woman taken in 
adultery being simply turned out of the caste. In Champaran, 
however, the rule seems to be more lax, and divoroed wives are 
allowed to marry again by the sagai form. 

Yaishnavismis the favourite religion of the oaste, but in addition 
_ . to the regular Hindu gods the Biy&hut and 

Igl< ” L i Kharid&h& offer rioe and milk to Sokhd on 

Mondays during the light half of Sawan; goats and sweetmeats 
to Kill and Bandi on Wednesdays and Thursdays; and sucking 
pigs and wine to Goraiyi on Tuesdays. On Saturdays within the 
same period the Jaiswir sub-caste present oakes and sweetmeats to 
the Pinch Pir, while the Banodhii make similar offerings to Barham 
Deo on the eleventh or thirteenth day of the dark half of Bhidra 
and the light half of Migh, All these offerings are eaten by the 
members of the household exoept the suoking pigs, which are buried. 
In some families the articles of food presented to the Pinch Pir are 
made over to the Mahomedans of the village. 

Kalwirs employ Brahmans for religious and ceremonial pur- 
poses, but they are deemed to be of inferior rank. Only the 
Kanaujii Brahmans, who serve the Banodhii sub-oaste, are received 
on equal terms by other members of the sacred order. The dead 
are burned, and the oeremony of eraddh performed in accordance 
with orthodox usage on the thirteenth day after death. Banodhii 
Kalwars bury the bodies of children under seven years. 

The social rank of Kalwirs is low. Brahmans and members 
. of the higher castes will on no account take 

, s water from their hands, and they are ordinarily 

classed with Telis, Tatwis, and Chiins. On this point Mr. Nesfield 
remarks : — “ The Kalwir ranks a little higher than the Teli, because 
there is more skill and less dirt in the practice of his art. His trade 
as a private occupation has been destroyed by the British Govern- 
ment, whioh has taken the distilling and sale of liquors entirely into 
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its own hands. The Kailwdr still finds some opportunity, however, 
of following his old pursuit by working in the Government dis- 
tilleries and taking out lioenses for the sale of spirits. But the 
majority have taken to other kinds of trade or to agrioulture, the 
eonnnon goal to which all the decayed industries of India are tending. 
The art of the Kalwdr, like that of the Teli, has been known to 
almost all the baokward races of the world, and cannot by any means 
be counted among the higher types of industry. Hence the status 
of the Kalw&r has always been low.” Distilling and selling liquor is 
believed to have been the original occupation of 
pafclon ‘ the entire caste ; but most of its members, with 
the exception of the BanodhiA, Deswir, and KhalsA sub-castes, make 
their living by shop-keeping, money-lending, and various forms 
of trade. A few are engaged in the manufacture of sugar, and some 
have taken to agrioulture in the oapaoity of tenure-holders and ooou- 
panoy raiyats. The trading and money-lending Kalwars have a 
reputation for squalid penury in the ordering of their household 
affairs, and for grasping extortion in their dealings with their poorer 
neighbours. Many of the Bhakats who infest Chota Nagpur and 
the SantAl Parganas belong to this caste. They certainly have a 
remarkable talent for amassing money, while their standard of living 
is frequently no higher than that of an ordinary day-labourer. 
Their meanness in dress is almost proverbial, and I have heard them 
oharged as a olass with grudging the dhobi the trifle he gets for 
washing their clothes. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
the oaste in 1881, the figures for 1872 having been included with the 
table on Sunris 



District. 


1881. 


District. 


1881. 


Bard wan 






15 


Patna 


8,747 


Bankura 






5 


Gya 

Snah&bad 


2,369 


Birbhum 






21 


20,120 


Howrah 






47 


Mozufferpur ... 


29, 030 


24-Parganas 


... 


... 


100 


Darbhanga 


11,949 


Nadiya 


• •• 




1 


Saran 


23,979 


Mnrshed&bad 






108 


Champaran 

Mongnyr 


30,357 


Dinajpor 

B&jshahye 

Bangpur 






27 


12,002 


• •• 
• •• 




60 

6 


Bhagalpur 
Purniah ... 


20,676 

9,822 


Bogra 

Patna 






6 


Maldah 


229 




... 


6 


Sant&l Parganas 


4677 


Darjiling 


• •• 




104 


Cuttack 


26 


Kuch Behar 






19 


Balasore 


4 


Dacca 






7 


Hazaribagh 


1,176 


Faridpur 






2 


LohardagA 


6,66a 


Maimanainh 


Ml 


... 


13 


Manbhum 


1,617 










Tributary States 


2,406 



2 b 2 
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Kalwat Mall&h , a synonym for 
SurahiyA. 

Kama I, lotus, a sept of LohArs, 
Mundas, and Ahirs or GoAlAs in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kamalsar, a section of the 
BiyAhut and KharidAhA KalwArs 
in Behar. 

Kam&ni , a synonym for PAsi, 
q.v. 



KAmAni, a sub-caste of PAsis 
in Behar. 

KamAr, a synonym for KAmAr 
in Bengal and for LohAr in 
Behar ; a sub-caste of DosAdhs 
peculiar to Behar. 

KAmar, a sept of Bajputs in 
Behar. 



Kamdr , the metal-working caste of Bengal and Behar 
_ . . . distinguished from the Lohar by not confining 

dbo ongin. themselves to the fabrication of iron imple- 
ments, and by having no scruples about working with any kind 
of metal. The KAmArs or KarmakArs of Bengal are popularly 
believed to be descended from an intrigue between a woman of the 
Sudra caste and the oelestial artificer Viswa-karmA. In the Midna- 
pur district they have a legend curiously like the myth of the 
destruction of the Asuras quoted in the article on the liundA tribe. 
Onoe upon a time, they say, there was a demon called LohAsura 
(Lohd + asura ), who obtained by his austerities the gift of immor- 
tality, and warred successfully with the gods. Wearied with constant 
defeat, Indra at last appealed to Siva for help. As the demon 
was proof against all the weapons of the gods, a man was oreated 
to be their champion and armed by Siva with a set of blacksmith’s 
tools. His hammer was formed from Siva’s drum (< damaru ), a 
skull was converted into an anvil, pincers were made out of the snake 
girdle worn by the god, while the sacred bull parted with a piece 
of his skin to furnish the bellows. Thus equipped the first KAmAr 
went forth to meet LohAsur, who laughed and declined to fight any 
one so smalL On this the KAmAr asked the Asura to give a proof 
that he was really immortal by getting into his furnace and letting 
him blow the bellows. With stupidity worthy of a giant in a fairy 
tale, the Asura complied ; but the KAmAr worked the bellows so hard 
that before the demon oould turn he had become red hot and had run out 



of the furnace as molten iron. From this were forged eight different 
kinds of iron, corresponding, it is said, to the eight classes of KamAr 
known in Midnapur, viz. (1) LohAr-KAmArs, who work in iron ; (2) 
Pitule-KAmArs, who make brass utensils; (3) KAnsAris, who work in 
bell-metal ; (4) Sarna-KAmArs, or working goldsmiths ; (5) Ghatra, 
KAmArs, who make imitation fruits, iron figures of owls and other 
birds used in the worship of Lakshmi, and kajlautis or iron 



snuffer-shaped vessels for collecting lampblack ; (6) ChAnd-KAmArs, 
_ , , A . whose specialty is the manufacture of brass 

Internal stricture. . (7 ) Dhokrds, and (8) T4mr4s, two 

lower classes of Kamars found in the Jungle MahAls in the west of the 
district, who eat fowls, are reckoned unclean, and are served by a 
degraded class of Brahman. Of these groups the first two intermarry, 
while all the rest are endogamous. it is impossible at the present 
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day to determine whether all of them are really derived from the 
K&mar caste ; and it seems probable that some of them may be 
Separate castes, which have been olassed as Kamirs on aooount of 
some real or supposed resemblance in their occupations. It is, 
however, undoubtedly the case that in other districts besides Midna- 
pur the internal divisions of the Kamar caste are unusually intricate 
and multifarious. Thus in the 24-Parganas three sub-castes are 
recognised — Uttar-R&rhi, Dakhin-R&rhi, and Anarpuri, the 
members of which do not intermarry ; while the first two are further 
subdivided into the hypergamous groups Kulin and Maulik. In 
Eastern Bengal we find Bhusn&pati, Dh&k&i, and Paschimd, the 
first being again broken up into Naldip&ti, Chaudda-Sam&j, 
P&nch-Sam&j, between which intermarriage is permitted. The. 
Kamirs of Murshedabad again reckon four groups — Rarhi, 
B&rendra, Dhcikdwcil, and KhottA The last two are composed 
respectively of emigrants from Daooa and Hindustan, who have 
settled in Central Bengal. The R&rhi and B&rendra sub-castes 
are found also in Pabna under the names Das-Sam&j and Panch- 
Sam&j, while in Noakhali the caste is divided into d&ti-Kar- 
mak&r and Sikhu-Karmak&r, who do not intermarry. Bel&si, 
Mihmudpurid, and KAril&-K&m&r are met with in Bardwan. In 
Manbhum there are four sub-oastes — Magahiyd, Dhokrd, Lohsd, and 
Basun&, and the same number in the ISantil Parganas — Ashtalai, 
ChurAai, Belilai, and Sankhalai. In Singbhum and throughout 
Behar no sub-oastes seem to exist. 

Ah equal degree of diversity prevails among the exogamous 
divisions of the caste. The Kimirs of Bengal have adopted the 
standard Brahman ical gotras ; in Singbhum and the Santil Parganas 
totemistio sections are in vogue ; while in Behar the corresponding 
groups are of the local or territorial type. In Bengal the gotra is 
looked upon as a sort of ornamental appendage testifying the 
respectability of the caste, but persons of the same gotra are allowed 
to marry provided that thev are not of kin within the fifth degree on 
the mother’s and the seventh on the father’s side. In Behar and Chota 
Nagpur the usual rule that a man may not marry a woman belonging 
to his own section is still observed. These facts, taken in connexion 
with the prevalence of several different types of section-names 
seem to point to the conclusion that many distinct castes of metal- 
workers nave sprung up in different parts of the oountry to meet 
local wants; that each caste has been formed out of recruits from 
the surrounding population; and that the name K6m6r, so far 
from indicating a common origin, is merely the functional designa- 
tion of an extremely heterogeneous group. In other words, the 
profession of metal-worker in its various branohes has been adopted 
from time to time by Aryans, non-Aryans, and people of mixed 
race; but the fact of their following the same occupation, though 
it has led to their being called by a common name, has not 
welded them into a uniform group, and the component elements 
of the caste still remain entirely distinot. The caste, in fact, 
is a caste only in the loose popular sense of the word, and its 
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multifarious internal divisions afford an excellent illustration of 
the general rule that while diversity of oooupation undoubtedly 
leads to differentiation, community of oooupation does not necessarily 
or generally bring about integration. 

The K&m£rs of Bengal marry their daughters as infants, 
between the ages of five and ten years. The 
Marnago. usual m aximum limit of age in Behar is 

twelve for a girl and fifteen for a boy; but it is essential that 
the bridegroom should be taller than the bride, and this point 
is ascertained by aotual measurement. In Bengal, however, the 
marriage of a son is sometimes delayed till he is twenty-five or 
so by reason of the necessity of paying a pan or bride-price in order 
to obtain a wife Among the Kam^rs of Chota Nagpur adult- 
marriage still holds its ground even for girls, though it is considered 
more proper for them to be married before attaining puberty. The 
K&m&s of Midnapur, though regarding infant-mamage as essen- 
tial, do not permit consummation to take plaoe immediately after 
the oeremony, but keep their girls at home until they have reached 
puberty and may fairly be deemed apta tiro . Another custom 
prevalent in that district is kaparpardna y or presenting a pieoe of 
cloth and certain spices to the bride elect before the marriage. The 
aoeeptanoe of this cloth is held finally to bind the bride’s family to 
keep faith with the bridegroom, so that if the girl were afterwards 
given to another man her father would run the risk of being turned 
out of the caste. In Bengal the marriage oeremony is of the standard 
type, while in Behar it olosely resembles that described in the 
article on the Kewat caste. One curious practioe, known as ghaskati , 
or cutting grass, is peouliar to Kim&rs. On the day after the 
marriage the wedded pair, followed by a number of women singing, 
are taken outside the house, and the bridegroom is given a sickle, 
with whioh he cuts a handful of grass. After this a maid-servant 
or one of the female members of the bride’s household plants a stiok in 
the ground at some distanoe off, and the bridegroom and his brother- 
in-law race for the stiok, whioh the winner pulls up. In this oontest 
it is an understood thing that the bridegroom must be allowed to win, 
and if the bride’s brother seems to be getting the best of it he is 
headed back by the bridegroom’s friends, so as to let the latter oome 
in first. Polygamy is permitted in Bengal and Chota Nagpur, 
but is strongly disapproved of in Behar, where the rule is that a man 
may only take a second wife in the event of the first being barren or 
suffering from an incurable disease. Widow-marriage is forbidden 
in Bengal and Behar, but is still practised in Chota Nagpur by the 
Magahiy& K&m&rs, who probably left Behar before the Kimiirs of 
that province had taken to orthodox ways. Divoroe is reoognised 
only in Singbhum and the Sant£l Parganas, where a ml leaf is 
tom in two before the panoh&yat as a symbol of separation, and 
divorced wives are allowed to marry again. In other districts a 
faithless wife is turned out of the caste, and either beoomes & 
regular prostitute or joins some religious sect of dubious morality. 
Such measures, however, are only resorted to in extreme oases, 
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and intrigues within the caste are usually oondoned by the 
husband. 

The majority of the KAmArs in Bengal are Yaishnavas, but 
Religion. a * ew follow the SAkta ritual. Their favourite 

deity is YiswakarmA, who is worshipped on the 
last day of BhAdra with offerings of sweetmeats, parched rice, fruits, 
molasses, flowers, sandal-wood paste, Granges water, doth, silver 
ornaments, etc. At the same time they worship the hammer, anvil, 
and other tools used in their handicraft. In Behar they reverenoe 
as minor gods HanumAn, Bandi, GoraiyA, KAli, JawAlA Mukhi, 
JalpA, Bhairab, and two Mahomedan saints — Miran or Shaikh Sadu 
and Saiyad. Cooks, khir , and puri are offered to the latter, and 
afterwards given away to poor Mahomedans. In Bengal the women 
perform the Ananta, Savitri, Sasthi, and Panohami bratas , and 
NistArini, and Mangal Chandi are worshipped by the women and 
children with offerings of sweetmeats, milk, fruit, eto. For the 
service of the greater gods and in the performance of brata # the caste 
employ Brahmans, who are received on equal terms by other 
members of the sacred order. The dead are burned, and a regular 
rraddh performed on the thirty-first day after death. 

Among the KAmArs of Dacca, says Dr. Wise, there exists 
n a tradition that they were brought from Upper 

coapauon. India by the Muhammadan Government. In 

the ’Ain-i-Akbari it is stated that there was an iron mine in SarkAr 



Buzfiha, whioh included Dacca, and in later times jAgirs called 
Ahangar were granted to the skilled workmen employed in smelting 
iron from the red lateritesoil of the Dacca district. At the present 
day, however, the KAmArs are unacquainted with the art of smelting 
iron, and they procure pig-iron from Calcutta when a local supply 
is not to be had. Iron-smelting, indeed, seems to be practised only 
by the aboriginal Lohars and Asuras of Chota Nagpur and Western 
Bengal. KAmArs work in all metals, including gold and silver, and 
being themselves members of the Nava-SAkha group affeot to despise 
the professional goldsmith or Sonarbanik, who is considered unclean. 
Most Sekr&s or working goldsmiths are KAmArs, and more than 
half of the oaste are employed as blacksmiths. The regular village 
blacksmith, whether KAmAr or LohAr, is usually paid in kind, 
receiving four drhis (about a maund) of paddy per plough. Some 
KAmArs, again, are employed to slaughter the animals offered in 
sacrifice to Sakti. In Dacca, where the KAnsAri or brazier caste is 
no longer met with, the manufacture of the brass utensils solely used 
in Hindu households devolves on the Elmars, their only competitors 
being the GhulAm KAyasths, many of whom engage in this trade. 
They make an alloy (bham) with three parts of oopper and four of 
zino, and with it manufacture oups, lotas, and other vessels. The 
Panni-wAla, or tin-foil maker, is always a KAmAr. The tin is obtained 
in bars from Calcutta, and being run into moulds, is, while still soft, 
beaten out until thin enough to be cut into strips, whioh are then 
stained with lao and turmerio so as to counterfeit the colour of gold. 
The foil so produced is then sold to the Muhammadan Churl* wAla 
to ornament his glass bracelets, and to the MAlakAr to embellish 
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chaplets, tiaras, images of gods and goddesses, and the platforms 
paraded on gala days. A small number of KAmArs have taken to 
agriculture and trade, and among these a few hold the position 
of zemindars or tenure-holders, while the majority are occupancy 
raiyats. The caste has always been an illiterate one, and very few of 
its members have made their way into Government service, or the 
learned professions. It is, in fact, a common allegation that they 
only learn enough reading and writing to enable them to keep 
aooounts. 

The social standing of KAmArs is respectable. In Bengal they 
rank among the NavasAkha, and in Behar they 
m 8 m belong to the group of castes from whose 
hands a Brahman can take water. Except in Singbhum and the 
SantAl Parganas, where fowls are deemed lawful food, they observe 
the same rules regarding diet as the higher castes, but do not con- 
sider themselves bound to abstain from spirituous liquors. Like 
the EkAdas Telis, KAmArs pride themselves upon not allowing 
their women to wear nose-rings. This prohibition is said to have 
been introduced by a ParAmAnik or headman of the caste because 
a KAmAr woman dropped her nose-ring on his plate while serving 
him at a feast. In Midnapur the ParAmAniks hold a very high 
position, and marriages with their families are eagerly sought 
after. All questions bearing on the usages of the caste are laid 
before them for decision, and disregard of their orders may in the 
last resort be punished by excommunication. Ordinarily, however, 
a fine is inflicted, of which the ParAmAnik himself gets the largest 
share, while the rest is spent in giving a feast to the KAmArs who 
live within his jurisdiction. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
KAmArs in 1872 and 1881. The figures of the former year include 
those of LohArs. 



District. 



1872. 



1881. 



District. 



1872. 



1881. 



Bardwan 

Bankura 

Birbhum 

Midnapur 



Howrah 

24- Parganas 

Nadiya 

Khulna 

Jessore 

Murshedabad 

JPinaipur 

Rajsbahye 

E&r.gpur 

Boffm 

Pauna 

Darjiling 

Jalpigon 

Kuch Behar 

Dacca 

Faridpur 

Bakarganj 

Maimansinh 

Tipperah 



88,861 

22,760 

10,866 

82,848 

} 11.940 f 

21,489 

16,005 



14,884 

7,460 

8,669 

4,608 

4,237 

1,475 

6,740 

456 

511 



12,072 

4,758 

11,418 

9,019 

6,403 



20,$99 

82,828 

9,709 

88,474 

11,318 

4,373 

12,890 

15,515 

7,218 

18,759 

8,962 

6,624 

5.109 
5,714 
1,768 

8.109 
3)9 

1,619 

619 

16,747 

9,648 

9,476 

14,869 

7,482 



Chittagong 
Noakhali 
Hill Tracts 
Patna 
Gya 

Snahabad 

Moaufferpur 

Darbhanga 

Saran 

Cham pa ran 

Monghyr 

B hagai pur 

Purnian 

SantAl Parganas 

Maldah 

Cuttack 

Puri 

Balasore 

Tributary States 

Hazanb&gh 

Lohardaga 

Singbhum 

Manbhum 

Tributary States 



2,749 

1,850 




ll,o7l 

5,785 

9,704 

17,162 

10,505 

81,996 

7,969 

22.615 

6,248 



2,916 

2,118 

58 

77 

4,890 

2,295 

612 

4,491 

15 

2,790 

2,940 

5,495 

8,524 

22,395 

6,895 

14,627 

6,454 

12,789 

8.992 

2,295 

654 

7,428 

25,523 

2,765 
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Kamarhet, a mul or section of 
the Kamarkalla sub- caste of 
Sonars in Behar. 

Kamarkalla, a sub-caste of 
Barhis, Loh&rs, and of Sondrs in 
Behar who do not permit the 
marriage of widows. 

K4mat, a title of Kewats in 
Behar. 

K&mati,Kamt&, Kamti, a title 
of cultivating Dh&nuks in Behar. 



Kdmb&h&ng, a sept of Lim- 
bus in Darjiling. 

Kambalid, a title of Gareris 
in Behar. 

K&mb&ng, a sept of Limbus 
in Darjiling. 

Kambule, a functional group 
of Jugis in Bengal. 

Kdmendra, a gain of the Sdn- 
dilya gotra of Bdrendra Brah- 
> mans in Bengal. 



l&ini, K&mia , the blacksmith caste of Nepal, some of whom 

Traditions of origin. * lso in precious metals. They claim 

descent from the mythical artificer Viswdmitra, 
and profess to have entered Nepal from the plains of India. This 
indeed is probable enough, for their section-names, a list of which 
is given in the Appendix, are not of the type common among 
the Indo-Tibetan races, and seem to be of Indian origin. Their 
physical characteristics also appear to suggest the oonolusion that 
they are immigrants from India, who have intermarried freely with 
some of the indigenous races of Nepal. 

A man may not marry a woman of his own ihar or section, nor 

Marriage 8ec ^ on w ^oh his mother belonged 

before her marriage. Girls marry after they 
are grown up, and courtship is more or less recognised. Sex ual 
intercourse before marriage is said not to be tolerated; but in 
fact the morals of the Kiwi girls are not stricter than those of 
the young women of other castes in the hills. The marriage 
ceremony appears to have been borrowed from the Hindu system. 
It takes place at night. The bride and bridegroom stand faoing 
each other on either side of an earthen vessel containing what 
is supposed to be a sacred fire. Round this they walk seven times, 
keeping the fire always on the right hand. The bride then takes 
her stand by the bridegroom and places her hands on his, while 
her parents, who oonduct the ceremony, lay on the joined hands 
of the oouple some kmd grass, some leaves of the bel and tulsi 9 
and a piece of copper, muttering at the same time some gibberish 
which purports to be Sanskrit saored texts. The rite is completed 
by the bridegroom smearing some red lead on the bride’s forehead 
and the parting of her hair and putting a necklaoe {pot!) of white 
beads round her neck. 

Polygamy is permitted, and in theory at least a man may have 
as many wives as he can afford to maintain. Poverty, however, 
and the great liberty which is acoorded to women in the hills, tend 
in practice to limit the number to two. Polyandry is unknown. 
A widow may marry again, and is restricted by no rules in her 
choice of a second husband, except that she may not marry her late 
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husband’s elder brother or elder oousin, and must observe the 

? inhibited degrees whioh were binding on her before she married. 

'he ceremony is of a simpler character than at the marriage of a 
virgin. No fire is kindled, nor are texts recited: the bridegroom 
merely puts vermilion on the bride’s forehead and gives tier a 
necklace, the proceedings being completed by a feast, at which the 
relations of both parties are present. 

The utmost lioense of divorce prevails. A husband can get rid 
of his wife whenever he pleases by going through the symbolic form 
of outting in two a kind of fruit (pang-ro ) with a bit of wood called 
tinko. In reference to this ceremony, whioh prevails among several 
other castes, divoroe is oommonly spoken of in the hills as sinko- 
pangro. Wives are supposed to have somewhat less extensive powers 
of divorce, and the theory is that they can only divoroe their husbands 
on the ground of positive ill-treatment. In fact, however, a woman 
who is tired of her husband goes off with any man who will take her, 
and by the oustom of the caste the husband has only tbe right to 
demand from his rival the bride-price originally paid for the woman. 
Divoroed wives marry again by the same oeremony that is used at the 
marriage of a widow. 

K&mis admit into their caste members of any caste higher in 
rank than their own. No ceremony is performed on suoh occasions, 
and the consent of the panohdyat of the oaste is all that is required 
to confer the privilege of membership. Instances of such changes of 
oaste taking place do not, however, very frequently occur. The usual 
cause is that a man of a higher caste has taken a K&mi girl as a 
mistress, and has got into trouble with his own people for eating 
with a woman of lower rank. 

The caste know nothing of Hindu law, and profess to be guided 
in matters of inheritance and succession by a tribal custom of their 
own. This, however, presents no features of special interest. Sons 
take equal shares in the property. Failing sons, brothers and 
brothers’ sons inherit. If no male relatives survive, daughters and 
daughters’ sons succeed. 

K&mis pose • as orthodox Hindus, worshipping K£li and 
Religion. regarding Yiswakarmd as their tutelary deity. 

The bonds of Hinduism, however, lie very 
lightly upon them, and their real worship is directed to certain 
animistio powers, known as Kul&in, Anardhi, Khod&i, and 
D&ramasta, among whom the sections of the caste are paroelled out 
in a ourious and uneven fashion. Of these ill-defined shapes, Kul&in 
is the most popular. To him all the thirty-eight sections sacrifice 
goats, sheep, and fowls twioe in the year, besides burning inoense at 
every full moon. The Gad&ili, S&sankhar, and Darn&l sections 
slay pigs in honour of Khoddi ; while Anardhd and D&ramastd are 
worshipped by the Gajm6r and Kharkd-B&yu sections, respectively, 
with the offering of a white cock. The offerings in each case are eaten 
by the worshippers. K&mis have no Brahmans, and any member 
of the oaste who ohanoes to have a turn for religion officiates as 
priest. 
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The dead axe burned, thrown into a river, or buried, as may 
be found convenient at the time. The two 
Dl8p08al0 e former methods are considered the most res- 

pectable. Persons who affect special orthodoxy take the ashes of 
their dead to the Ganges, but such cases are comparatively rare. 
The funeral ceremony is a curious one. After the corpse has been 
disposed of, the mourners have their heads and faces entirely shaved, 
including the eyebrows. They put off their ordinary clothes and 
dress themselves in a waistcloth and a blanket, a bit of white 
linen being tied over the forehead. In this dress they stay at home 
for ten days, during which time they take only one meal a day, abstain 
from meat, salt, and oil, do not receive or pay visits, and, as far as may 
be, avoid conversing with their fellows. On the eleventh day a 
feast is prepared for the relatives of the deceased; but before they oan 
partake of it a small portion of every dish must be put on a leaf-plate 
and taken out into the jungle for thespirit of the dead man, and care- 
fully watched until a fly or other insect settles on it. The watcher 
then covers up the plate with a slab of stone, eats his own food, 
whioh he brings with him to the place, and returns to tell the rela- 
tives that the dead man’s spirit has received the offering set for 
him. The feast can then begin. The watoher is a member of the 
caste, who is paid for his services as if he were a Brahman. No 
ceremonies are performed for the benefit of ancestors in general, 
childless ancestors, or men who have died a violent death. 

Notwithstanding that they abstain from eating beef and have 

Social status. adopted several Hindu usages, the social 

v standing of K&mis among the hill castes is 

decidedly low, and Tibetans, Murmis. Mangars, and members of 
the Eiranti group will not eat, drink, or smoke with them. Their 
position is clearly marked by the fact that they eat with the Sarki 
caste. They regard pork and fowls as lawful food, and indulge 
freely in strong drink. 

In 1881 the K&mis numbered 3,723 in Darjiling, 107 in 
Champaran, 9 in Bhagalpur, and 680 in the Tributary States of 
Chota Nagpur, while none were separately returned for 1872. 



Kdmidf a synonym for K6mi. 

Kami&, a sub-caste of Loh&rs 
in Chota Nagpur. 



Kamila, a title of Sonirs in 
Singbhum. 

Kami y a, an endogamous divi- 
sion of Nep&li Brahmans. 



K&mk&li, a gdin of the B&tsya 
gotra of B&rendra Brahmans in 
Bengal 



Kamkar, a title of Kah&rs in 
Chota Nagpur. 



Kaml&it, a section of the 
Kam&r sub-caste of Dos&dhs in 
Behar. 

K&ml&-Kdm&r, a sub-caste 
of K&m6rs in Bardwan. 

Kampti, a section of the> 
Kddar caste in Behar whioh in- 
termarries with the B&rik, K&pari, 
Marik, Darbe, M&njhi, and B&re 
sections, but not with the rest. 

K4mr&m, a mul or section of 
the Naomulii or Majraut sub* 
caste of Go&l&in Behar. 
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Kamrupi, a sub-caste of Brah- 
mans from Assam who serve as 
cooks or priests in Northern 
Bengal. 

K&msarke Mdhto, a section of 
the Biy&hut and Kharid&ha 
Kalw&rs in Behar. 

Kamtari&, a section of Kan- 
aujid Lohars in Behar. 

K&mti, a section of the Kul- 
snnri sub-caste of Sunris in Behar. 

§Uht, a very low caste of 
musicians akin to the Dorns; 
Musalman workers in steel, who 
repair umbrellas, make fish- 
hooks, etc. 



K&n&i-Madan, a section of 
the MahmudAbAz sub-caste of 
N6pits. 

Kanaka, a section of Kumh&rs 
in Jessore. 

Kanakrishi, a section of 
Sutradhars in Bengal. 

Kanakw&r, a sept of Raj- 
puts in Behar. 

K&n&-Machhri, a sept of 
Gonds in Chota Nagpur. 

K&ndp, a section of the S&t- 
mulid Maghayd sub-caste of 
K&ndus in Behar. 



Kanaujia, a designation of numerous and widely-distributed 
sub-castes and sections of castes of very different social standing. In 
the case of the higher castes the name doubtless implies a notion of 
their having come originally from Kanauj or Kanya-Kubja, the 
famous old oapital of AjodhyA or Oudh, on the Kalindi, a tributary 
of the Ganges in the North-West Provinces. Its occurrence among 
the lower castes is accounted for by Mr. Beames in his edition of 
Sir Henry Elliot’s Supplemental Glossary, by the remark that 
“ whenever the lower cakes begin to talk about their subdivisions, 
they always give them the grandest possible names, such as ChauMn, 
Kanauji*, and so on.” This is true so far as it goes, but it hardly 
goes far enough. One would like to know why the grand names 
are selected. The clue is probably to be found in the fact that many 
of the lower castes sure attaohed in various sorts of servile capacities 
to the landholding families of the higher castes. In such oases it 
is in aooordance with the passion for imitation whioh runs through 
the caste system that the servants should adopt the tribal designations 
of the masters, just as the Rajputs themselves have borrowed the gotras 
of the Brahmans. A sub-caste of Barhis in Behar who are said to 
have come from Gorakhpur. They make boxes, desks, eto., and do 
joiner’s work of all kinds, but consider themselves debarred by 
custom from making panels, doors, windows, and the larger class of 
woodwork used in houses ; a sub-caste of Ahirs or Goalds in Behar 
who bear the title Gop and belong to the Kasyap gotra. They make 
curds and serve the higher castes. A sub-caste of Halwais in Behar, 
who are confectioners by occupation. A sub-caste of Hindu Jolahas 
(Tantwa or Tanti) in Behar; a sub-caste of Brahman, Dhanuk, 
Dhobi, Dos&dh, Hajjam (barber), K&ndu, Kumhar, Koiri, Lohdr, 
Sonar, Tambuli, Tanti, Teli, and Thathera castes in Behar. 
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Kanauli, a section of the Pach- 
ainyi sub-oaste of Dorns in Behar. 

K£nbindh&, pierced ears, a 
section of Kurmis in Chota Nag- 
pur and Orissa. 

K&nchaba, dog, a totemistic 
sept of Ju&ngs in Orissa. 

K&nchan, a section of Brah- 
mans. 

Kanchanbh&r, a section of 
B4bhans in Behar. 

K&nchanpur, a section of the 
Karan KAyasths in Behar. 

Kandy a synonym for Kandh. 

Kanda, a kind of sweet potato, 
a totemistio sept of Mimdas, 



Lohirs, and Oraons in Chota 
Nagpur ; a seotion of Kah&rs 
in Behar. 

K&ndar, a mul or section of 
the Chhamulid Madhesia sub- 
caste of Halw£is in Behar. 

K&ndare, a gdin or sub-sec- 
tion of Saptasati Brahmans in 
Bengal. 

Kandaria, a thar or section of 
Nep&li Brahmans. 

Kandarpa, a sub-section of 
the Bharadwdja seotion of Utkal 
Brahmans. 

K&ndeil, a mul or section of 
the Tinmulifi Madhesid sub-caste 
of Halwdis in Behar. 



Jl&Ttbh, Kondhy Khondy Kui~loka 9 Kui-enju, a Dravidian tribe, 
inhabiting that part of the territory of the R4j6 of Boad, one of the 
tributary Btates of Orissa, known as the Kandhmals, a hilly traot 
of country 40 miles in length, and in extreme breadth 24 miles, with 
an area of about 800 square miles. These Kandhs call themselves 
Maliah Kandhs as distinguished from the Beniah Kandhs, who 
inhabit Gumsur in Madras. The general character of the country is 
wild and mountainous; it consists of a confused succession of ranges 
covered with dense s&l forests. The Kandhs live in scattered villages 
surrounded with patches of cultivation. There are 677 villages 
with a population of 68,959 souls. It is calculated that two-thirds 
of the country is covered with jungle. The people are shy and 
timid, hating contact with the inhabitants of the plains. They love 
the wild mountain gorges, and prefer the stillness of jungle life, and 
fly to the most inaccessible parts on the least alarm. They live by 
hunting and rude agriculture. like many other wild tribes, they 
are in the habit of clearing patches of land in the forest during the 
cold weather, and firing it in the hot weather. Seed is sown among 
the ashes after the commencement of the rains. After the second 
year the land is abandoned, and a fresh clearing made. The people 
produce barely sufficient food for half the year, and supply their 
wants for the remainder by bartering turmeric, of which they raise 
large quantities. The Kandhs regard themselves as proprietors of 
the land, and insist upon their rights with that curious pertinacity 
which distinguishes the cognate tribes of Santdl, Munda and Ho. 

The Kandhs call themselves Kui-loka or Kui-enju. The 
0ri . derivation of the name Kandh is obscure, nor 

Ungm * has the critical study of the Kandh dialects 

gone far enough to throw any light on the subjeot Some seek 
to identify it with the Uriya word Khanda } denoting a measure 
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of land reckoned by the quantity of seed sown, and support this 
view by reference to the Kandh tradition that onoe upon a time 
they were a race of quiet cultivators dwelling in the plains of 
Orissa. But why should the fact of men having ‘acres’ to till 
lead them to call themselves by so obviously inappropriate a name, 
and that too in a language with whioh ex hypotheti they could 
have no acquaintance? Another theory refers to the mention in 
the Ramayana of a tribe of Asuras, called Skandh-Asuras, ruling over 
the forest of Dandaka, the hilly tract extending from the Vindhya 
hills to the river Krishna, and suggests that the Kandhs may be 
a remnant of these, the initial S having been dropped by phonetic 
corruption. A third and in some respects more plausible hypothesis 
derives the name from Khanda , the Uriya for a sword whioh is said 
to be the totem or distinguishing mark of the tribe. Where 
the data are so vague and uncertain, no opinion can be usefully 
put forward. I may, however, point out, arguing from analogous 
oases, that tribal names usually belong to one of two types. Either 
they consist simply of the word for 4 man 9 in the tribal language, 
or they are epithets bestowed by Hindu neighbours usually casting 
some aspersion on the usages of the tribe in the matter of food. 
Horo or Ho is an instance of the former type; Musahar and, 
according to some authorities, Kol or Kolh of the latter. These 
lines of inquiry, if followed up by persons adequately acquainted 
with the various dialects ooncemed, ought, one would think, to 
lead in course of time to a satisfactory solution of the question. 

The FaTirihfl of the Orissa Kandhmals, with whom alone we are 



now ooncemed, are supposed to have entered 
internal structure. ^he Kandhmals from the south about 250 years 

ago, driving out the feeble and unwarlike Kurums or Kurmis who 
appear to have been the original occupants of these tracts. They are 
divided into two classes— (1) Uriya Kandh, (2) Malua or Arria 
Kandh. The former are Kandhs who from social intercourse with 



the 1Jriya8 have abandoned many Kandh usages and adopted Hindu 
customs in their place; while the Malua or hill Kandhs still adhere 
strictly to the original observances of the tribe. Within the limits of 
the Kandhmals these two groups have not yet become strictly 
endogamous, and owing perhaps to the sparseness of the population 
of these tracts, intermarriages still take place between them. But the 
Malua Kandhs already refuse to intermarry with the Uriya Kandhs 
of Bod Proper and Gumsur, whom they regard as haring lowered 
themselves by taking to Hindu practices; and it seems probable that 
in course of time an equally complete separation will be brought about 
between the Uriya and Malua Kandhs of the Kandhmals. 

The fine physique of the Kandhs— a point on which all observers 
agree — may perhaps be due in some measure to their custom of 
admitting into the tribe members of other stooks, always excepting 
the weaver Pins or Domnas and the sweeper HAris. The prioe 
paid for the privilege of admission into the Kandh community 
varies in different parts of the Kandhmals, but is invariably reckoned 
in buffaloes and strong drink.. A great feast is made and the new 
member is formally inducted into the tribe. 
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In doss contact with the Kandhs and dwelling in the same 
Tillages with them, we find three castes hearing names which seem to 
indioate some sort of connexion with the tribe. These are the Kui- 
Kumh&renju or Kandh-Kumh&rs, the Kui-Loh&renju or Kandh- 
Lohdrs, and the Kui-Gonrenju or Kandh-Gonds. Although these 
castes have adopted the religion, customs and dress of the Kandhs, 
they are still not recognised as members of the Kandh oommunity, 
and Kandhs will not intermarry or eat with them. It is possible 
therefore that there may be no tie of blood between them and the 
Kandhs, and that their imitation of Kandh observances is due merely 
to their having been long settled in the Kandh country and having 
forgotten their own rites. On the other hand, if we compare these 
names with the similar combinations found among the Mundas, 
Oraons, and other tribes of Chota Nagpur, it is difficult to avoid the 
conclusion that the castes in question must have arisen from inter- 
marriages between women of the Kandh tribe and Hindu artisans 
who had settled in Kandh villages. 

Ethnologists have long been aware that the custom of exogamy 
is rigorously observed among the Kandhs. 
ogamy. j n ^ jg 88a y on p r i m tfi ve Marriage , first pub- 

lished in 1865, the late Mr. J. F. McLennan refers to Major 
Macpherson’s Account of the Religion of the Khonds in Orissa for 
“ the distinct statement that among the Khonds inter-marriage 
between persons of the same tribe, however large or scattered, 
is considered inoestuous and punishable by death.” Notwith- 
standing the stringency of the rule, and although owing to the 
prevalence among them of human sacrifices and infanticide, the 
Kandhs have been under the dose observation of British offioers 
ever since 1837, I have had the greatest difficulty in ascertaining 
the precise form of exogamy practised by them, and indeed in 
getting any information at all on the subject. In reply to repeated 
inquiries addressed to several different correspondents well acquaint- 
ed with the tribe and engaged in official work among them, I 
have been assured that the Kandhs have no exogamous subdivisions 
at all, and that their matrimonial arrangements are regulated, so far 
as the avoidance of consanguineous marriages is concerned, by the 
comparatively modem system of calculatiog prohibited degrees 
from a common ancestor. The faots now recorded, which I regret to 
say are 6till incomplete, reached me only a few days before the 
completion of these volumes. They were ascertained for me in 
a special inquiry conducted at my request by Mr. James Taylor, 
Tahsildar of the Kandhmals, whose intelligence in carrying out my 
instructions I am glad to have this opportunity of acknowledging. 
That the facts should have been ascertained with difficulty, and that 
they should have escaped the notice of so many observers, is quite 
in keeping with my experience in other parts of Bengal. The rules 
which govern the custom of exogamy, and the caste or tribal 
divisions by means of which that custom is worked, oonoera the inner 
life of the people, and leave no trace on their relations with the out- 
side world. They are a sort of shibboleth, understood only by 
members of the tribe itself. Even among them this knowledge is 
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often confined to heads of families or villages, priests, genealogists, 
matoh-makers, and such-like persons whose business it is to look after 
the matrimonial arrangements of the tribe. For this reason they 
form not only the most arohaic, but also the most durable portion 
of the body of custom which a given tribe or caste observes, and are 
the least liable to be modified or destroyed by the operation of fio- 
tion and of the inveterate teudency to imitate the institutions of 
groups supposed to be socially superior, which has done and is 
constantly doing so much to force all tribal observances into conform- 
ity with the standard Brahm a nical pattern. 

The Kandhs of the Orissa Kandhmals are divided into fifty 
gochis or exogamous septs, each of which bears the name of a muta 
or village, believes all its members to be descended from a common 
ancestor, and as a rule dwells as a body of blood relations in the 
oommune muta or group of villages after which it is called. The 
Kandh gochi appears therefore to represent the nearest approach that 
has yet been discovered to the “ local exogamous tribe,” supposed by 
Mr. McLennan to be the primary unit of human society. A list of 
the gochi s is given in Appendix I. Each gochi is further split up 
into sub-septs called klambu*. Each dwelling in one of the villages 
making up the muta or oommune. Of these I have not yet been 
able to obtain a oomplete list. 

The sub-sept, like the sept, traces its origin to a single ancestor, 
but he is a personage of more recent date than the progenitor of the 
sept. The relations included in the former are comparatively near, 
while the connexion between members of the gochi is much more 
remote, and in the modern sense of the word they can hardly be 
called relations at all. The sub-sept seems in fact to be a sort of 
joint-family expanded to form a village community, the members of 
which are invited to marriages, festivals and similar domestic 
oeremonies to whioh it would be impossible to bring together the 
larger group. On occasions of special importance, when, for exam- 
ple, a casus belli is thought to nave arisen between a sept and its 
neighbours, the whole gochi is summoned to meet in council and 
oonsider the question laid before it. 

A Kandh may not marry a woman of his own gochi , even 
though she belong to a different klambu from 
amage. himself. Both gochi and klambu go by the 

father’s side, and I can find no traces of female kinship having 
ever been recognised by the Kandhs. The use of the division into 
klambu 8 can best be illustrated by an actual example. Let us suppose 
that a man of the Besringia gochi and Besera klambu marries a 
woman of the Kutrengia gochi and Bisunga klambu . Their son 
would belong to the same gochi and klambu as his father, and would 
be precluded from marrying a woman of the klambu to which his 
mother belonged, but might marry into any of the other four 
klambm of the KutreDgia gochi . This prohibition holds good for 
three generations in the descending line, and many Kandhs prefer to 
extend it to the fourth. They take, in fact, as Mr. Taylor pertinently 
remarks, much the same view of it as many Europeans take of inter- 
marriage between first cousins. It will be seen from this that the 
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rule forbidding marriage within the mother’s klambu serves for the 
Kandhs muoh the same purpose as is ordinarily effected by the 
standard formula for reckoning prohibited degrees. This formula is 
unknown to the Kandhs of the Kandhmals, and their arrangements 
for guarding against consanguineous marriages oousist solely of the 
simple rules regarding the gochi and the klambu which have been 
explained above. A similar system exists among the Sant&is, but 
the septs and sub-septs are not localized as they are among the 
Kandhs, and the prohibition of marriage within the mother’s sub- 
sept is not so stringently enforced.. 

Kandh girls are usually married when of full age in most oases 
to men of their own ohoioe, and after a regular process of courtship 
considerable license is allowed to the young men and maidens 
of the tribe, and sexual intercourse before marriage is tacitly 
recognised. Infidelity after marriage is said to be rare ; the adulterer 
if found out atones for his fault by paying an indemnity to the 
husband. Until this has been done, the woman is exoluded from social 
intercourse with her neighbours. Widows and divoroed wives may 
marry again. A bride price is paid to the father. The widow’s ohoioe 
of a second husband is in theory unfettered ; but it is considered the 
right thing for her to marry her late husband’s younger brother. In 
the event of her marrying an outsider, she retains the charge of her 
ohildren until the girls attain puberty and the boys are old enough 
to hold the plough. In any case she has no rights over her late 
husband’s property, which goes to his ohildren, or failing them to 
his brother. 

When a Kandh youth is of an age to many, his parents find 
out who he has fallen in love with, and send a go-between, usually 
a man of the Pin caste, to asoertain the views of the girl’s parents, 
and to approach the delicate question of the prioe to be paid for the 
bride. If these preliminary negotiations are successful, a deputation 
of the boy’s relations go soon afterwards to the girl’s house, and 
a general drmking bout is held, at which the amount of the bride-prioe 
is definitely fixed. The prioe is reckoned in pots or lives, a term of 
somewhat vague connotation, which inoludes buffaloes, oows, goats, 
brass plates and cooking vessels, ornaments and things in general. 
Its amount varies with the wealth of the bride’s father, to whom it 
is paid. It may extend to as many as forty pots, and the payment 
may be spread over two or three years. Soon after the relations 
have reported the result of their negotiations, the bridegroom pays 
a visit to his future father-in-law’s house, bringing with him the 
first instalment of the bride-price. The formal betrothal is then 
effected by the bridegroom putting a necklace round the girl’s 
neck, while she pours oil over his head. 

On the day before the wedding the bridegroom and his male 
relations go in prooession to the bride’s house, where they spend 
that evenmg and the next morning in feasting. The essential 
and binding portion of the marriage ceremony, in whioh the bride’s 
father officiates as priest, is said to oousist of his taking the 
right hands of the couple and spitting on the palm of each. The 
effeot of this in the case of the bride is to remove her from her 

2 o 
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original sept, and to predude her from re-entering her father’s house. 
The married oouple are carried off on the backs of the bridegroom’s 
friends to his house, where the marriage is consummated. On 
the next day a feast is made, and the girl sits on a couch 
surrounded by the women of the village and pretends to weep. 
After this has gone on for some time she and her husband are seized 
by his friends and carried about in triumph. A short dance 
follows, and both are replaced on the couch. Then the bride’s male 
relations take hold of the bride and run away with her, hotly 
pursued by the girls of the village who pummel the men soundly, 
recapture the bride, and bring her back to her husband. After 
this the bride’s relations return to their own village. On the day 
after the marriage the bride and bridegroom, taking with them an 
old man to officiate as priest, go a little way outside the village and 
worship Dharma Pennu with offerings of fowls, eggs, rice and 
strong drink in order to secure a happy life and male offspring. A 
high standard of oonjugal fidelity is observed among the Kandhs, 
and husbands usually treat their wives kindly. Polygamy as a 
practice is unknown. If a woman proves barren, the husband may 
take a second wife ; but in suoh cases the two wives have separate 
houses and enjoy equal privileges. 

About a month before her confinement is expected, the woman 
and her husband pay a visit to her parent’s 
house and get from them some toys for the 
ohild, consisting usually of a small bow and arrow, a winnowing fan, 
and a small basket. These are hung up in the house till they are 
wanted. A few days before the confinement both husband and wife 
leave their house and take up their abode in an outside room set apart 
for this purpose. There the husband cooks and eats with the wife, 
and in the case of a first confinement he or his father sacrifices a pig 
with offering of cooked and uncooked rioe and libations of strong 
drink to the spirits of their ancestors, in order that nothing may go 
wrong. No one oan enter the room while labour is going on on pain of 
becoming ceremonially unclean, and the husband has to give whatever 
assistance is necessary. After the placenta has passed, the cooking 
pots hitherto in use are broken and visitors are admitted ; but they 
may not eat with the parents of the ohild until a further period of 
twelve days has elapsed, when a further breaking of pots takes plaoe, 
and a feast is given to the neighbours. When the child is two or 
three years old, its head is shaved and a small ceremony is performed 
calling upon the dead ancestors to protect it from scald, itch, and 
similar diseases of the skin. From the age of ten or twelve the hair 
is allowed to grow again. No ceremonies are performed after birth 
or when a boy or girl attains puberty. 

As regards succession to property, the general rule is that the 
Succession. 80118 e( l ua ^ shares, but the portion of the 

° eldest is sometimes larger than that of the 

others. The widow gets a share equal to that of a son. If a man 
dies without male issue, leaving a widow and a daughter, the widow 
takes his moveable property in full ownership, but has only a life- 
interest in his land, which goes to his nearest male relatives on her 
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death. Daughters never share in the inheritance, but are entitled to 
maintenance out of the estate until they are married. Adoption is 
unknown. A step-son has no rights in the estate of his step-father. 

Much has been written about the religion of the Kandhs, but 
Religion. the subject can hardly be regarded as having 

eugl yet been fully cleared up. Major Maopherson’s 

account of the matter ascribes to the Kandhs religious conceptions of 
a very advanced character, quite out of keeping with their primitive 
social organisation, and one is inolined to suspect that the persons 
from whom he derived his information must have described to him 



rather their ideal view of what the religion of the tribe ought to be 
than what it actually was. For this reason instead of entering upon 
a lengthy discussion of the subject as treated by him, and endeavour- 
ing by analysis and comparison with the beliefs of cognate tribes to 
get at the actual facts underlying his account, I prefer to state very 
briefly what is known about the Kandhs of the Kandhmals, trusting 
to future research to work out the problem in fuller detail. 

The Kandhs of the Kandhmals recognise three principal gods — 
Dharma Pennu, S&ru Pennu, and T&ru Pennu. The functions of 
Dharma Pennu appear to be of a somewhat more general character 
than those assigned to the other two. No regular times or 
seasons are fixed for his worship, and he is appealed to only in cases 
of illness or at the birth of a first ohild. His w<frship is performed 
by a guru who may be of any caste, but is usually Cither a Kandh 
or a Pin. The gurus usually have the power of throwing them- 
selves or feigning to throw themselves into a state of hypnotic tranoe, 
and are supposed to be able to cure diseases by touohing people, 
tying them up with bits of thread, and similar mummery. On 
the whole Dharma Pennu may best be described as the god of the 
family and of the tribe itself. 8&ru Pennu is the god of the hilla, 
a divinity apparently of much the same type as the Marang Bum of 
the Sant&ls and Mundas. He is a jealous god, and does not like people 
to trespass on his domain, and the ohief oDjeot of the worship whioh 
is performed in his honour in April and May is to induce him fo 
protect from the attacks of wild animals people whose business takes 
them among the forest-clad hills of the Kandhmals, and also to 
secure a full yield of the jungle products whioh the Kandhs, like most 
similar tribes, use so largely for food. The priests of S&ru Pennu 
are called dehuri, and the appropriate offerings are a goat and a fowl 
with rice and strong drink. The offerings are partaken of by the 
worshippers. T&ru Pennu, the earth god, takes the place among 
these Kandhs of Tdri Pennu, the earth goddess, familiar to students 
of the voluminous offioial literature whioh treats of the suppression 
of human sacrifice among the Kandhs. He is believed to be very 
vindictive, and to wreak his anger upon those who neglect his worship, 
afflicting them with various diseases, destroying their orops, and caus^ 
ing them to be devoured by tigers and leopards. In order to avoid 
these evils the Kandhs offer buffaloes and goats to the god at irregular 
intervals, apparently whenever they think that he stands in need 
of being appeased. His priests are called jhankar , and the person 
who actually sacrifices the animals is known as jani. The functions 
of the dehuri, the jhankar and the jani are hereditary. 
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Although human sacrifice has now been abandoned by the 
Human aacnfioe. Kandhs, and the memory of it is believed to 
have almost died out in the Kandhmala of 
Orissa, an aooount of the tribe would be incomplete without some 
mention of the terrible praotioes which formerly prevailed. As I 
am not in a position to add any fresh facts to those already on 
record in the reports on the subject, I venture to quote the admir- 
able description of this phase of Kandh superstition which is given 
by my friend, Mr. J. Gk Frazer, of Trinity College, Cambridge, in 
volume 1, pages 384-90 of The Golden Bough 1 : — “ The best known 
case of human sacrifices systematically offered to ensure good crops is 
supplied by the Blonds or Kandhs, another Dravidian raoe in Bengal. 
Our knowledge of them is derived from the aooounts written by 
British offioers, who forty or fifty years ago were engaged in putting 
them down. 2 The sacrifices were offered to the earth goddess, Tan 
Pennu or Bera Pennu, and were believed to ensure good crops and 
immunity from all disease and accidents. In particular, they were 
considered necessary in the cultivation of turmeric, the Khonds argu- 
ing that the turmeric could not have a deep red colour without the 
shedding of blood. 8 The victim or Meriah was acceptable to the 
goddess only if he had been purchased, or had been bom a victim, 
that is, the son of a victim father, or had been devoted as a ohild 
by his father or guardian. Khonds in distress often sold their chil- 
dren for victims, ‘ considering the beatification of their souls certain, 
and their death, for the benefit of mankind, the most honourable pos- 
sible/ A man of the Panua (Pan) tribe was onoe seen to load a Khond 
with curses, and finally to spit in his face, because the Khond had sold 
for a victim his own child, whom the Panua had wished to marry. 
A party of Khonds, who saw this, immediately pressed forward to com- 
fort the seller of his child, saying — * your child has died that all the 
world may live, and the earth goddess herself will wipe that spittle 
from your face/ 4 The victims were often kept for years before they 
were sacrificed. Being regarded as consecrated beings, they were 
treated with extreme affection, mingled with deferenoe, and were 
welcomed wherever they went. A Meriah youth, on attaining 
maturity, was generally given a wife, who was herself usually a 
Meriah or victim, and with her he received a portion of land and 
farm-stock. Their offspring were also victims. Human sacrifices 
were offered to the earth goddess by tribes, branches of tribes, or 
villages, both at periodical festivals and on extraordinary occasions. 
The periodical sacrifices were generally so arranged by tribes and 
divisions of tribes that each head of a family was enabled, at least 
once a year, to procure a shred of flesh for his fields, generally about 
the time when his ohief orop was laid down. 6 

“ The mode of performing these tribal sacrifices was as follows. 
Ten or twelve days before the sacrifice, the victim was devoted by 



1 The Golden Bough : a study in comparative Religion , London, 1890. 

2 Major 8. C. Macpherson, Memorials of Service in India t p. 113 sq. ; 
Major-General John Campbell, Wild Tribes of Khondistan, pp. 52-58, etc. 

3 J. Campbell, op, cit. t p. 66. 

4 S. C. Macpherson, op, cit p. 115 sq. 

* Ib. t p. 113. 



Digitized by {jOOQie 



405 



EANDH. 



cutting off his hair, which until then was kept unshorn. Crowds 
of men and women assembled to witness the sacrifice! none might 
be excludedy since the sacrifice was declared to be ‘ for all mankind.’ 
It was preceded by several days of wild revelry and gross debau- 
ohery. 1 On the day before the sacrifice the victim, dressed in a new 
garment, was led forth from the village in solemn procession, with 
music and dancing, to the Meriah grove, which was a clump of high 
forest trees standing a little way from the village and untouohed by 
the axe. In this grove the viotim was tied to a post, which was 
sometimes placed between two plants of the sankissar shrub. He 
was then anointed with oil, ghee, and turmerio, and adorned with 
flowers ; and ‘a species of reverence, whioh it is not easy to distin- 
guish from adoration,’ was paid to him throughout the day. 3 A 
great struggle now arose to obtain the smallest relic from his person ; 
a particle of the turmerio paste with whioh he was smeared, or 
a drop of his spittle, was esteemed of sovereign virtue, especially by 
the women. The crowd danoed round the post to music, and 
addressing the earth, said, * 0 God, we offer this sacrifice to you ; 
give us good crops, seasons, and health.’ 8 

“On the last morning the orgies, whioh had been scarcely 
interrupted during the night, were resumed, and continued till noon, 
when they oeased, and the assembly proceeded to consummate the 
sacrifice. The victim was again anointed with oil, and each person 
touched the anointed part, and wiped the oil on his own head. In 
some places the viotim was then taken in prooession round the village 
from door to door, where some plucked hair from his head, and 
others begged for a drop of his spittle, with which they anointed 
their heads. 4 As the viotim might not be bound nor make any show 
of resistance, the bones of his arms and, if necessary, his legs were 
broken ; but often this precaution was rendered unnecessary by 
stupefying him with opium. 5 The mode of putting him to death 
varied in different places. One of the commonest modes seems to 
have been strangulation, or squeezing to death. The branch of 
a green tree was deft several feet down the middle ; the victim’s 
neck (in other places, his ohest) was inserted in the deft, whioh the 
priest, aided by his assistants, strove with all his foroe to dose. 6 
Then he wounded the victim slightly with his axe, whereupon the 
crowd rushed at the viotim and out the flesh from the bones, leaving 
the head and bowels untouohed. Sometimes he was cut up alive. 7 
In Ghinna Kimedy he was dragged along the fields, surrounded by 
the crowd, who, avoiding his head and intestines, hacked the flesh 
from his body with their knives till he died. 8 Another very oommon 

1 8. C. Macpherson, op. cit., p. 117 *q . ; J. Campbell, p. 112. 

* S. C. Maopherson, p. 118. 

* J. Campbell, p. 64. 

4 J. Campbell, pp. 56, 112. 

5 S. C. Macpherson, p. 119 ; J. Campbell, p. 113. 

6 S. C. Macpherson, p. 127. “ Instead of the branch of a green tree, 
Campbell mentions two strong planks or bamboos (p. 67) or a slit bamboo 

<p. 182).” 

7 J. Campbell, pp. 66, 68, 120. 

8 Dalton, Ethnology of Bengal, p. 288, quoting Colonel Campbell’s Beport. 
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mode oi sacrifice in the same district was to fasten the victim to the 
proboscis, of a wooden elephant, which revolved on a stout post, 
and, as it whirled ronnd, the crowd cut the flesh from the victim 
while life remained. In some villages Major Campbell found as 
many as fourteen of these wooden elephants, which had been used 
at sacrifices . 1 In one district the victim was put to death slowly by 
fire. A low stage was formed, sloping on either side like a roof ; 
upon it the victim was placed, his limbs wound round with cords to 
opnfioe his struggles. Fires were then lighted and hot brands 
applied, to make him roll up and down the slopes of the stage as 
long as possible ; for the more tears he shed the more abundant 
would be the supply of rain. Next day the body was cut to 
pieoes . 3 

“ The flesh cut from the victim was instantly taken home bv 
the persons who had been deputed by eaoh village to bring it To 
secure its rapid arrival, it was sometimes forwarded by relays of men, 
and oonveyed with postal fleetness fifty or sixty miles . 8 In eaoh 
village all who stayed at home fasted rigidly until the flesh arrived. 
The bearer deposited it in the place of public assembly, where it 
was received by the priest and the heads of families. The priest 
divided it into two portions, one of whioh he offered to the earth 
goddess by burying it in a whole in the ground with his back 
turned, and without looking. Then eaoh man added a little earth 
to bury it, and the priest poured water on the spot from a hill gourcL 
The other portion of flesh he divided into as many shares as there 
were heads of houses present. Each head of a house rolled his 
shred of flesh in leaves, and buried it in his favourite field, placing 
it in the earth behind his baok without looking . 4 In some places 
eaoh man carried his portion of flesh to the stream whioh watered his 
fields, and there hung it on a pole . 6 For three days thereafter no 
house was swept ; and in one distriot strict silenoe was observed, no 
fire might be given out, no wood out, and no strangers reoeived. 
The remains of the human victim (namely, the head, bowels, and 
bones) were watched by strong parties the night after the sacrifice ; 
and next morning they were burned, along with a whole sheep, on 
a funeral pile. The ashes were scattered over the fields, laid as paste 
over the houses and granaries, or mixed with the new oom to 
preserve it from insects . 6 Sometimes, however, the head and bones 
were buried, not burnt . 7 After the suppression of the human sacri- 
fices, inferior victims were substituted in some plaoes ; for instance, 



1 J. Campbell) p. 120. The elephant represented the earth goddess her- 
self, who was here conceived in elephant-form ; Campbell, pp. 61, 126. In 
the hill tracts of Groomsnr she was represented in peacock-form, and the post 
to which the victim was bound bore the effigy of a peacock. Campbell, p. 64. 

• 8. C. Macpherson, p. 180. 

• Dalton, Ethnology qf Bengal, p. 288, referring to Colonel Campbell’s 
Beport 

4 8. C. Macpherson, p. 129, cp., J. Campbell, pp. 66, 68, 113, 121, 187. 

1 J. Campbell, p. 182. 

• 8. C. Macpherson, p. 128 ; Dalton, L c . 

7 J. Campbell, pp. 56, 182. 



ii ii 



Digitized by 



Google 



407 



KANDH. 



in the capital oi Ohinna Earned y, a goat took the place of a human 
victim. 1 

" In these Khond saorifioes the Meriahs are represented by our 
authorities as victims offered to propitiate the earth goddess. But 
from the treatment of the viotims, both before and after death, it 
appears that the custom cannot be explained as merely a propitiatory 
sacrifice. A part of the flesh certainly was offered to tne earth 
goddess, but tne rest of the flesh was buried by eaoh householder 
in his fields, and the ashes of the other parts of the body were 
scattered over the fields, laid as paste on tne granaries, or mixed 
with the new corn. These latter oustoms imply that to the body 
of the Meriah there were asoribed a direct or intrinsic power of 
making the orops to grow, quite independent of the indireot efficacy 
which it might have as an offering to secure the goodwill of the 
deity. In other words, the flesh and ashes of the victim were believed 
to be endowed with a magical or physical power of fertilising the 
land. The same intrinsic power was ascribed to the blood and tears 
of the Meriah, his blood causing the redness of the turmeric and his 
tears producing rain ; for it can hardly be doubted that, originally 
at least, the tears were supposed to produoe rain, not merely to 
prognosticate it. Similarly, the oustom of pouring water on the 
buried flesh of the Meriah was no doubt a rain-charm. Again, 
intrinsic supernatural power as an attribute of the Meriah appears 
in the sovereign virtue believed to reside in anything that came from 
hiB person, as his hair or spittle. The ascription of such power to 
the Meriah indicates that he was muoh more than a mere man 



sacrificed to propitiate a deity. Once more, the extreme reverence 
paid him points to the same conclusion. Major Campbell speaks of 
the Meriah as ‘being regarded as something more than mortal,’ 2 
and Major Macpherson says — * A speoies of reverence, whioh it is n9t 
easy to distinguish from adoration, is paid to him. ’ 3 In short, tile 
Meriah appears to have been regarded as divine. As suoh, he may 
originally have represented the earth deity, or perhaps a deity of 
vegetation ; though in later times he came to be regarded rather as 
a viotim offered to a deity- than as himself an inoamate deity. 
This later view of the Meriah as a viotim rather than a god may 
perhaps have reoeived undue emphasis from the European writers 
who have described the Khond religion. Habituated to the later 
idea of sacrifice as an offering made to a god for the purpose of 
conciliating his favour, European observers are apt to interpret all 
religious slaughter in this sense, and to suppose that wherever such 
slaughter take place, there must necessarily be a deity to whom the 
slaughter is believed by the slayers to be acceptable. Thus their 
preoonCeived ideas unconsciously colour and warp their descriptions 
of savage rites.” 

The dead are burned and the ashes left at the burning ground 



Disposal of the dead. 



until the next day. The relatives then go 
to the spot and bum over the ashes a doth 



1 J. Campbell, p. 187. 

* J. Campbell, p. 112. 

1 8. C. Macpherson, p. 118. 
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and some rice, at the same time calling upon the dead man to 
keep quiet and employ his spare time in ploughing or in gather- 
ing the leaves used for plates, and not to transform himself into 
a tiger and become a nuisance to his friends. A fowl is also 
killed and a portion of the flesh laid close to the ashes. Having 
thus done their best to provide for the comfort of the deceased in 
the next world, and to induoe him to refrain from giving trouble 
to the living, the mourners return home and solace themselves with 
a drinking-bout. Relations who live in other villages are expected 
to pay visits of oondolenoe to the dead man’s house, and to bring 
with them a sufficient quantity of liquor. 

The Kandhs have a strong belief in witchcraft, particularly 
in that exercise of the art whioh enables 
0 witches to transform themselves into tigers, 

leopards, wolves, and so forth, and in this shape to attack human 
beings or their cattle. For the detection of such persons the 
following ordeals are appointed : — In the ordeal by iron a bar 
of iron is put into the blacksmith’s furnaoe and the guru works 
the bellows. If no one in particular is suspected, the names of the 
villagers are called out one after the other, and the person at whose 
name the iron melts is held to be the guilty one. If suspicion has 
fallen on some one, and it is desired simply to test his guilt, a fowl 
is taken, its legs are plunged into boiling water and rapidly with- 
drawn. If the skin peels off, the suspected person is held to be 
guilty, and he is turned out of the village unless he chooses to under- 
go the ordeal by fire. For this purpose a trench is cut seven cubits 
long and one cubit broad, and filled with burning embers. The legs 
of the accused are then smeared with ghi, and he is made to walk 
twioe through the trench lengthwise. If the ghi catches fire and 
he is burned, it is a proof of his guilt. 

The dress of the Kandhs is simple. The only garment of the 
Dress. me n is a long doth, a few inohes wide, whioh 

is passed round the waist and twice through 
between the legs, the ends usually brightly coloured, hang down 
behindlike a tail. The hair is worn in a tight chignon on the 
right side of the head, into which metal pins, a fine tooth-comb 
and flamingo feathers are usually stuok as ornaments. The 
women’s dress consists of a short petticoat reaching from the waist 
to the knee ; on the upper part of the body they wear nothing 
but strings of beads. The faoe is tattooed on the cheeks and fore- 
head with fine lines starting from the nose as a centre. Sometimes 
the legs are also decorated in this fashion. All observers agree 
in describing the men as a fine- looking, well-formed raoe of middle 
height, and great activity and fleetness of foot. The women, on the 
other hand, are ugly of feature, short and square of build, and 
exceedingly sturdy and robust. Similar differences of form and 
feature between the two sexes may be observed among the R&jbansi, 
the Tibetans, the Mundas and Oraons of Chota Nagpur, and among 
many other primitive races. It is, in fact, a general opinion among 
ethnologists that the tribal tvpe is more sharply defined and more 
persistent among the women than among the men of a tribe. 
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Like the Santtls and Hob, the Eandhs are keen sportsmen and 
show remarkable skill in the use of very primitive weapons. Artned 
only with axes and bows and arrows, they run down the bison, 
the nilgao and the wild boar, and their accuracy of aim in the case 
of smaller animals is described as surprising. Agriculture is their 

sole pursuit, ana none of them have taken to 

** on * any sort of trade. They claim full rights of 

property in the soil in virtue of having cleared the jungle and 
prepared the land for cultivation. In some villages individual 
ownership is unknown, and the land is cultivated on a system of 
temporary occupation subjeot to periodical redistribution under the 
orders of the headman or mdlik. Every village has its headman 
or mdlik, and the offioe is hereditary in the male line. These officials 



have considerable influence, and act as arbitrators in petty disputes 
between the villagers. A group of villages supposed to be inhabited 
by the descendants of a single anoestor forms a muta or oommune 
under a chief oalled the muta-mdlik, whose authority is invoked 
chiefly to settle social disputes. In addition to the muta-mdlik , each 



muta has a Hindu Superintendent, called bisai or mutasarddr. These 
men are believed to have been appointed and endowed with grants 



of land by the Eandhs themselves in order to act as intermediaries 
between them and the Hindu R&j&s of the neighbourhood. Their 
authority is said to be rapidly declining. 

The tables on the following pages show the names of relation- 
ships in use among the Eandhs. 
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Bodtu Baneja. 
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Kdndh p&kar, a section of the 
Biydhut and Khariddhd Kal- 
wdrs in Behar. 



Kandir, a bird, a totemistio 



sept of 
Nagpnr. 



M nndaa in Chota 



Kandru, fish, a totemistio sept 
of Mondas in Chota Nagpnr. 

fj&ltbtt, Kdnu, Bharbhunjd, Bhujdrt , Oonr, the grain-parohin# 
Qr{ . caste of Behar and Bengal, supposed to be 

0ngin desoended from a Kahar father and a Sudra 

mother, and ranking among the mixed castes. Aooording to 
Buchanan/ indeed, the Kdndus of Gorakhpur were reckoned 
as Vaisyas, but in this connexion the term Vaisya seems to have 
been used merely to mean merchant, and had no reference to the 
Vaisyas of early Indian tradition. The fact that the Kandus keep 
shops and often manufacture and sell sweetmeats has led to their 
being confounded with the Halwdi or confectioners, who make 
sweetmeats, but do not usually parch grain themselves. This con- 
fusion has perhaps been more difficult to avoid owing to both castes 
being distributed over muoh the same area and having among their 
sub-castes groups bearing the same territorial names. The Kandus 
are divided into the following sub-castes : — 

Madhesid, Magahiyd, Bantarid or Bharbhunjd, Kanaujid, 
_ , . . . Gonr, Kordnch, Dhurid, Rawdni, Ballam- 

tirid, Thather or Thatherd. Among these 
the Madhesid and Bantarid adhere strictly to their hereditary pro- 
fession of parching grain and selling sweetmeats; the Kanaujid 
sub-caste are said to make saltpetre, while the Madhesid Ghiriya 
are cultivators, personal servants, and thatchers of houses ; the 
Gonr cut and dress stones, sell sweetmeats, or act as personal 
servants in the houses of zemindars. Grain -parching, building mud 
walls, brick-laying, and thatching are the characteristic occupations 
of the Kordnoh, while the Dhurid and Bawdni carry palanquins 
and make sweetmeats. All the sub-castes, or at any rate their 
women, practise grain-parching more or less; and the separation 
of each group from the main body seems to have been due either to 
geographical position or to the circumstance of the males of the group 
adopting other occupations in addition to their hereditary profession. 
The Dhurid and Bawdni rank lowest of all, owing either to their 
having taken up the comparatively menial profession of palanquin- 
bearing or to their being branohes of the Kahar caste, who went in 
for grain-parching and thus came to be associated with the Kdndus. 
These two intermarry with each other. All the other sub-castes are 
strictly endogamous. 

The majority of the Dacca Kdndus, says Dr. Wise, belong to the 
Madhesid and Koranch sub-castes, and are usually called Bhar- 
bhunjds, from their parching and grinding grain and preparing sattu 
or flour. Another equally common designation is Pdnch Piriya 
Kdndus, from the religious sect to which, they all belong. They 
originally came from Damddhd, in Pumiah, but having resided for 
several generations in Bengal are known as Khontd, or degraded, and 



1 J Eastern India , ii, 465. 
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DeswAli, or alien, KAndos by their Hindustani brethren, who decline 
all communication with them. 

The flections of the MagahiyA sub-oaste, whioh are very numerous, 
are shown in Appendix L Authorities differ as to the precise 
form of exogamy whioh is practised. Some say that a man may not 
marry a woman who belongs to the same section as (a) himself, 
(b) his mother, (c) his paternal grandmother, (d) his maternal grand- 
mother, (e) his paternal and maternal grandmothers. Aooordmg to 
others the four sections of father, mother, and both grandmothers are 
exoluded on the side of the bridegroom, and the three sections of 
father, mother, and maternal grandmother on the side of the bride, 
and in reckoning oonsanguinity both sets are taken into account ; so 
that if the bride’s maternal grandmother should have belonged to the 
same seotion as the bridegroom’s paternal grandmother, the marriage 
will be barred, even though the bride and bridegroom themselves belong 
to different sections. Probably both systems are in foroe in some 
part of the large area covered by the caste. As regards the other 
sub-castes, the information available is rather meagre. The Gonr, 
Kanauiia, and MadhesiA have mult or sections, and exclude in marriage 
a man’s own section and those to whioh his mother’s and both ms 
grandmother’s belong. I have not been able to ascertain the names 
of the sections. Two of the Bantaria aud five of the Roranch sections 
are given in Appendix I. The DhuriA and RawAni sub-castes 
regulate their marriages by the standard formula for calculating 
prohibited degrees. 

As a general rule Kindus marry their daughters as infants, but 
Marriage cases of adult- marriage are by no means 

Marnage * uncommon. The marriage ceremony is of the 
common type, and aindurddn is regarded as the binding portion. 
A tilak of cloth and ornaments is usually exchanged, the first gift 
being presented by the parents of the bride. But where the bride’s 
people are very poor, a bride-prioe of from Rs. 10 to Rs. 20 is 
sometimes paid, and in suoh cases the marriage is oelebrated in the 
bridegroom’s house. Among the Qonr sub-caste I have come across 
a very singular practioe, whioh appears to have been introduced with 
the object of avoiding the stigma incurred by a family which has 
a daughter unmarried at the age of puberty. Where a girl is 
sickly or deformed, or where, owing to the poverty of the family, 
it is thought doubtful whether she will get married, all the relatives 
are assembled, and in their presence she is formally married to 
a drawn sword. The full marriage ceremony is performed, the caste 
Brahman officiates as priest, and red lead is smeared on the girl’s 
forehead with the point of the sword. A girl so married wears 
ornaments, bedaubs the parting of her hair with red lead, and in 
every respect demeans herself as a married woman, though living in 
her father’s house. In the event of her afterwards procuring a 
husband, the entire ceremony is performed afresh. In the case of 
adults sexual intercourse before marriage may be atoned for by pay 
ment of a fine to the panohAyat ; and if the fine is duly paid, the 
social position of the oouple after marriage is not affected by their 
previous indiscretion. 
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Polygamy is permitted up to the customary limit of two wives ; 
but in some districts it seems to be held that before taking a second 
wife a man must obtain the permission either of his first wife or of 
the headman and panch&yat of the caste. A man may marry his 
wife’s younger sister, whether virgin or widowed, but may in no 
case marry an elder sister after being married to the younger. A 
widow may marry again by the sagai ritual, which is less meagre 
than is usual among other widow-marrying castes. A Brahman is 
employed to recite mantras , and stndur is besmeared seven times on 
the forehead of the widow. She is not obliged to marry her late 
husband’s younger brother, should such a relative exist, but in 
practice it is usual for her to do so. If she prefers to marry an 
outsider, the members of her late husband’s family may claim the 
custody of her male children by him. Female children, however, 
follow the mother. Most K&ndus appear to allow of divorce for 
adultery with a member of the caste, and permit divoroed wives to 
marry again. Among the Gonr sub-caste, however, divorce in the 
European sense of the word is unknown. If a woman goes wrong 
with a member of the caste, the matter is brought before the 
panch&yat, and is usually condoned. A second indiscretion is visited 
with expulsion from the caste, and this penalty is invariably inflicted 
when a woman has a liaison with an outsider. 

In matters of religion the caste seems to be pretty evenly divided 
Reiiirf between Vaishnavism and S&ktism. Maithil 

“ glon ' or Tirhutid Brahmans serve them as priests, 

and are received on equal terms by other members of the sacred 
order. Their minor gods are numerous and deserve special notice. 
In Behar the entire caste worship Goraiya in a fashion whioh 
seems hardly in keeping with their high social position, and whioh 
seems to be a survival of some non- Aryan rite. A lump of clay 
is set up outside the house to represent tne deity, a Dosadli officiates 
as priest, and the victim is a pig which is bought for a price from 
the Dosadh, slain by him at tne instance of the Kandu worship- 
pers, and then eaten by the family of the priest The DosAdh, 
in fact, performs exactly the same functions as the P&han of Chota 
Nagpur, and is paid for them in exactly the same manner. The 
Bantari4 or Bharbhunid sub-caste worship Govinda as a house- 
hold god on the Krishnashtami (8th dark half of Bhddra) with offer- 
ings of parched paddy, plantain, ourds, and sweetmeats, which are 
eaten by the members of the family and the deddi relations. The Gonr 
sub-caste perform pujd once a month to a small silver image of Bandi 
Mai ; and on the tenth day of the Dasahara festival they wash the 
ehisel, hammer, and T-square whioh they use for stone-cutting, and 
worship these tools with libations of ghL The Koranch also worship 
Bandi, Dut make her image of cloth, like a dolL The Magahiya Hindus 
of Bhagalpur and Monghyr worship a deified member of the caste, 
one Kangaii Bahu, 1 to whom goats, sweetmeats, boiled rioe, parched 
grain, and ganja are offered in the months of Srdvan and Bhidra. 



1 Otherwise known as Kangaii Mah&raj, or Kangaii Baba. 
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In the month of M&gh all grain-parching K&ndus, instead of 
worshipping Saras vati, as most Hindus do, pay adoration to Sokha 
Siv N&th. At this festival a pot filled with ghi, flour, barley, 
and other articles of their trade, together with a large quantity of 
rosin (dhuna), is set fire to, and the dense smoke is regarded as the 
symbol or manifestation of their patron deity. R&m Th&kur, Rang& 
Dh&ri, and N £y& Gos&in, are also mentioned among the minor 
gods of Behar, to whom goats are offered on Fridays in the month of 
Ash&r. 

The Dacca K&ndus, although employing a Brahman as purohit, 
follow the singular oreed oalled P&nch Piriy&. Many observe the fast 
of RamazAn, wear the baddhi or sash, and the kafnl or mendicant’s 

f arb, offer sweetmeats ( shirnl ) at Dargahs and at the Shiah Husaini 
>al&n, and put their trust in amulets (tawlz) given by the Khw&nd- 
K&r. Like the Pinch Piriyi Binds and Kumhirs, their Guru is the 
Mahant of the N&oak Shihi Akhiri. 

Their funeral oeremonies present no features of speoial interest. 
The dead are burned, and srdddh is performed on the thirty-first day 
after death. 

Most K&ndus believe the parching of grain to be their original 
and characteristic occupation, and the oaste 
ccupa ion. * g B p 0 fc en 0 f by early English travellers under 
the quaint name of “ the frymen.” In Upper India they are 
often cultivators, but they also parch grain and use pack-bullocks, 
as the Ban j iris do, for transporting merchandise and cereals. The 
Gonr sub-caste cut and dress stone for building, carve images 
of the gods, and prepare curry-stones and grain-mills for house- 
hold use. They also work as masons, and many of them are 
employed as domestic servants in the houses of wealthy landholders. 
In this capacity they fetch water and do all kinds of culinary 
work. No money wages are paid them, but they get their home- 
stead lands ( bari ) rent-free, and are also entitled to claim certain 
perquisites (mangari) when the crops are reaped. Their women parch 
grain, and sometimes make sweetmeats. 

Throughout the oaste, indeed, the actual work of parohing grain 
is usually left to the women. The process is a simple one. A clay 
oven is built, somewhat in the shape of a beehive, with ten or twelve 
round holes in the top. A fire is lighted inside and broken earthen 
pots containing sand are put on the holes. The grain to be parched 
is thrown in with the sand and stirred with a flat piece of wood 
(i dabild ) or a broom (jharu) until it is ready. The wages ( bhdg ) of 
the parcher are a proportion of the grain, varying from one-eighth 
to one-fourth. In Dacca the K&ndus are confectioners as well as 
watchmen, domestic servants, and coolies. Their lowly traditional 
origin does not prevent their providing the only food that strict 
Hindus oan eat with unwashed hands. It should be explained that 
vegetable products, such as gur or molasses, and sweetmeats cooked 
without the addition of any other substance than sugar, are oalled 
jdld or kdnchd, and may be eaten even by Brahmans without 
dishonour ; but if water or milk be added, it is pakka or dressed, and 
beoomes impure. 

2 n 



Digitized by 



Google 




K*NJ)U. 



413 



This rule is observed everywhere, but in Upper India the terms 
in which it is expressed are exactly the reverse of those used in 
Bengal. A native of Behar, for instance, speaks of sweetmeats, 
parched grain, etc., as pakki food, while by kachchi he means boiled 
rice, chupatties, etc., and anything in the preparation of whioh water 
has been used. The oonvenienoe of the distinction is obvious. It 
lightens the burden of taboo, and enables a traveller or a man who 
is in a hurry to stay his hunger without either risking his caste or 
being obliged to inquire minutely into the oeremonial status of the 
person who supplies him with food. 

In point of social standing Kdndus may be olassed with 
Koiris, Godlds, Gangautds, and the entire 
i wa as, group of castes from whose hands a Brahman 
will take water. On this point Buchanan, writing of Gorakhpur, 
observes “ The Kdndus are considered as on a par with the 
lower Baniyas. One-half of them have Brahman gurus, the others 
are of all the sects whioh the Baniyds follow. Their purohits 
are pure Brahmans. Their widows become ooncubines, but they 
abstain from drinking liquor in publio, and Rajputs do not scruple 
to drink their water, although they eat the wild hog.” Kdndus 
themselves will eat oooked food only with members of their own 
sub-caste. Gonr Kdndus, indeed, are said to be so particular as not 
to allow even a Brahman to cook for them ; but 1 am inolined to 
think that this statement may have been a piece of personal affect- 
ation on the part of my informant, for in Champdran, where all 
Kandus permit themselves to eat fowls, the Gonr sub-caste add to 
this the further iniquity of indulging in strong drink. As agricul- 
turists the caste does not hold a very high position. A few 
members of the Kordnch sub-caste have risen to be zemindars and 
tenure-holders, but most Kandus are ocoupancy raiyats, while in 
Bhagalpur some have sunk to be Katnias or landless day-labourers. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
Kdndus in 1872 and 1881 : — 



District. 



Bard wan 

Bank ora 

Birbhum 

Midnapur 

Hughli 

Howrah 

24-Parganas 

.Nadiya 

Khulna 

Jessore 

M urahedabad 

Dinajpur 

Eajsnahye 

Rangpur 

Bogra 

Pabna 

Darjiling 

Jalpigori 

Kuch Behar 

Dacca 

Bakarganj 

Maimanainh 

Chittagong 



1872. 


1881. 


| District. 


1872. 


1881. 


817 


747 


: Tipperah 


407 


269 


192 


721 


1 Patna 


80,430 


81,618 


70 


492 


Gya 


22,753 


25,072 


828 


2,111 


Sbababad 


60,145 


65,751 


} 574 


( 183 

l 1,106 


:: 


] 99,292 


f 80,078 
l 38,288 


1,847 


632 


Saran 


111,921 


88,722 


2,268 


840 


Champaran 


60,721 


67,393 




66 


Mongnyr 


52.259 


59,207 


487 

2,884 


978 

1,112 


Bhagalpur 

PumiHh 


23,781 

4,833 


22,191 

6,9*3 


1,082 


389 


Maldah 


1,0 *8 


1,214 


22 


31 


San til Parganas 


2,121 


9,084 


16 


517 


Cuttack 


59,598 


58,644 


9 


8 


Puri 


22,403 


24,920 


144 


184 


Balasore ... 


10,008 


12,158 


81 


422 


Tributary States 


22,698 


28,407 


640 


181 


Hazaribagh 


5,087 


6,869 




73 


Loh&rdwgi 


8,669 


7,159 


1,611 


330 


Singbhum 


42 


156 


2 


22 


Manbhum 


1,058 


578 


814 

7 


267 


Tributary States 


120 


1,700 
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Kandw&r, a sept of Bajputs 
in Behar, 

K&neil, a section of the Biyd* 
hut and Kharidahd Katw&rs, 
and of Magahiyi Kandus in 
Behar. 

Kangdi, Kangdli , a beggar. 
Usually denotes the class of lepers, 
cripples, etc., who are maintained 
in ordinary years by the charity 
of their feilow-villagers. The 
obligation is held to cease when 
relief measures are undertaken by 
Government. 

Kangali, a title of GoalAs. 

Kdnhaiwar, a mul or section 
of the Naomuli& or Majraut sub- 
caste of Goalas in Behar. 

Kanig&me-Kanig&m, a mul of 
the Bharadw&ja section of Mai- 
thil Brahmans in Behar. 

JLiJttjar, Khangor, a Dra vidian 
gipsy caste of the North-West 
Provinces, who hunt jackals, catch 
and eat snakes, and make strings 
of hemp and cotton. In Behar 
they are chiefly rope-twisters. 

Kanji, a title of Jol&has. 

K&njiari, a gain of the Bdtsya 
gotra of Birhi Brahmans in 
Bengal. 

K£njil&l, a gain of the Bdtsya 
gotra of B&rhi Brahmans in 
Bengal. 



K4nkhojia, an ear-picker, 
generally a member of the barber 
caste. 

Kdnkol, a mul or section of 
the Chhamulia Madhesi& sub- 
caste of Halwdis in Behar. 

K&nkuli, a sept of Bajputs 
in Behar. 

Kanni&t a gotra or section of 
Nepdli Brahmans. 

Kdno f a section of the Bana- 
pdr sub -caste of Koiris in Behar. 

Kanp, a mul or section of the 
Kanaujia sub-caste of Son&rs in 
Behar. 

K&np&kar, a mul or section of 
the Tinmulid Madhesid sub-caste 
of Halwdis in Behar. 

KAnph&t or Sanny&si, a reli- 
gious group of Jugis. 

Kanphatd, a sept of the Bau- 
tdr sub-tribe of Thdrus in Behar. 

l&nri, a Hiudu caste of 
Purniah allied to the Dorns and 
intermarrying with them. Their 
profession is hunting, and they* 
are supposed to be experts in kill- 
ing tigers and other wild beasts 
with poisoned arrows. 

Kans, grass, a sept of Khar- 
wars in Chota Nagpur. 

Kamabaniky a synonym for 
K&nsiri. 



Kan sab anile, the brazier caste of Bengal, popularly 
supposed to be an offshoot of the Subamabanik, degraded because 
its members took to working in Kdnsd or bell-metal. Another 
view is that they are merely a sub-caste of Kdmdrs who have severed 
their connexion with the parent caste and set up as an independent 
group. Kdnsdris marry their daughters as infants by the orthodox 
Brahmanical ritual, prohibit the remarriage of widows, and do 
not recognise divoroe. Their social rank is respectable. They 
employ the same Brahman, barber and waterman as the members 
of the Nabasakh group, and Brahmans take water from their hands 
In Eastern Bengal almost all Kdnsaris belong to the Saiva sect, 

2 n 2 
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but in Central and Western Bengal Saivas are found among their 
number. Like other artisan castes, they are very particular about 
observing the festival of Viswakarmd, the mythical architect of the 
universe. 

Kdnsdris buy their material in the form of brass sheeting, whioh 
they hammer into the shapes required. In Eastern Bengal Chand&ls 
often take servioe with them, and become very skilful workmen. 
The utensils made are sold to dealers (paikar) who retail them in 
villages inland. 



Kdnsari, a sub-caste of Kd- 
mdrs in Midnapur. 

Kansaunghid, a section of 
Bdbhans in Behar. 

Kansi, field grass, a totemistio 
sept of Chiks, Kumhars, Pdns, 
Telis, Godlds, and Bairdgis in 
Chota Nagpur ; a section of 
Kahdrs in Behar. 

Kant, a section of Awadhia 
Hajjdms in Behar. 

Kantdha, Mahdbrdhman, or 
Mahdpdtra, a division of Brah- 
mans in Behar, who officiate as 
priests at the cremation of the 
dead. 

Kdntdi, a group of the Rdj- 
bansi sub-caste of the Koohh 
caste, by profession palki-bearers. 

Kantaru, a sub-section of the 
Bharadwdja section of Utkal 
Brahmans. 

Kante ke rakmal, a seotion 
of the Biydhut and Khariddhd 
Kalwdrs in Behar. 

Kante ke ra6, a seotion of the 
Biydhut and Khariddhd Kalwars 
in Behar. 

Kdnthard, a gain or sub-section 
of Saptasati Brahmans in Bengal. 

Kanthwdr, a territorial section 
of Rautias in Chota Nagpur. 

Kdnti, Kantudr, a totemistic 
section of Mdhilis in Manbhum, 
the members of which will not 
eat the ear of any animal. 



Kantit&hd, a sub-caste of 
Godlds in Behar. 

Kantithid, a section of Kanau- 
jid Lohdrs in Behar. 

Kdnu, a synonym for Kdndu. 

Kdnungo, an honorary title of 
Kdyasths in Bengal. 

Kanwa or Kdnna, a section of 
Brahmans. 

Kanwad, a jungle fruit, a 
sept of Kharwdrs in Chota Nag- 
pur. 

Kanwdr, a sept of the Suraj- 
bansi division of Rajputs in 
Behar ; a title of Cheros in 
Paldmau. 

Kdnwar, a sub-caste of Do- 
sddhs in Behar. 

Kdnwdyan, a kshatra-peta 
gotra or section of Brahmans. 

Kanyd, a gain or sub-section 
of Saptasati Brahmans in Ben- 
gal 

Kdnwakubja or Kanaujid, a 
territorial division of the Pancha 
Gaura Brahmans, deriving its 
name from the Kanauj coun- 
try. 

Kdord, a sub-caste of Haris 
in Bengal. They rear pigs and 
prepare gur or molasses from the 
juice of date-trees. Many of 
them also act as cooks for 
Europeans. 

( Kaord, a synonym for Kora. 
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Kapa, ChhaghariA, a byper- 
gamous group of BArendra Brah- 
mans in Bengal. 



Kap&li, a gain of the SAbama 
gotra of BArendra Brahmans 
Bengal. 



in 



Origin. 



a cultivating and weaving caste of Eastern Bengal, 
who olaim to be the offspring of a Kamar 
father and a Teli mother; others say that the 
father of the caste was a Tiyar and the mother a Brahman. Both 
pedigrees are wholly imaginary, and only deserve mention here 
as illustrating the persistence and vitality of the theory that all 
castes except the four supposed to have been originally created 
have arisen by marriage between the members of these four and 
members of the so-called mixed castes thus produced. Lite many 
Bengal castes, the KapAli have a vague tradition that their original 
home was in Upper India; but this tradition has never assumed 
a legendary form. Another theory is that up to the time of Adisura 
they were classed as the Sudras of Eastern Bengal, and that when he 
imported the ancestors of the Bengal Brahmans and KAyasths from 
Kanauj, he called upon the Kapalis to supply the newcomers with 
water. This they declined to do, and in punishment for their refusal 
were reduced to the comparatively low position wliich they now 
hold. The internal structure of the caste throws no light upon its 
_ , 1 , origin. They have only two sections — Sib 

n c ure. (Si va ) and Kasyapa — but these are not exogam- 

ous, and marriage is regulated by counting prohibited degrees down 
to three, or, as some say, seven generations in the descending line. 
We may perhaps hazard the conjecture that the section-name Sib, 
by no means a common one, may indioate remote kinship with 
the Sib-bansi Kochh, a very numerous tribe, from which in all 
probability many of the castes of Eastern Bengal have been derived. 
KapAlis have no regular sub-castes, but a distinction seems to be 
drawn between those who make gunny-bags and those who only sell 
them. The latter consider themselves socially superior to the former 
and avoid intermarriage with them, though they have not yet 
reached the complete endogamy which is essential to the formation 
of a sub-caste properly so-called. 

KapAlis marry their daughters as infants by the standard Hindu 
. ritual, tne essential portion of which is sampra - 

MAmage * dan, or the presentation of the bride to the 
bridegroom and his acceptance of the gift. The bride's parents 
reoeive a bride-price (van), the amount of which is slightly higher 
when the bride comes from a family bearing the title of Mandal, 
MAnjhi, or ShikdAr. Polygamy is permitted when the first wife 
is barren, but is said to be rare in practice. Widows may not marry 
again. Divorce is not recognised. A woman taken in adultery 
is simply cast off by her husband and ceases to be a member of 
respectable society. She cannot marry her paramour, for sangd is 
not in foroe among KapAlis, but she may live with him as his 
mistress, though in that case both run some risk of being expelled 
from the caste. 
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The religion of the Kapali presents no features of special interest. 

Most of them are Vaishnavas, comparatively 
“ glon ‘ few being Saktas. Among the minor gods 

Kirtikeya is held in special veneration. For religious and cere- 
monial purposes they employ degraded B ama- B r ahmans, who are 
looked down upon by all members of the sacred order, except those 
who serve castes of still lower social status than the Kapali. The 
dead are burned, and the srdddh ceremony is performed on the 
thirty-first day after death. In the case of persons who die a violent 
death, the srdddh takes place on the fourth day. 

In Rangpur Buchanan fouud the Kapali engaged in making 
umbrellas, but in Eastern Bengal at the 
upa on * present day they are weavers and cultivators. 
According to Dr. "Wise, they chiefly cultivate jute (koshta), preparing 
the fibre themselves and manufacturing from it coarse canvas (tdt) 
for bags. Both men and women weave, their loom being the 
x ordinary native one, but clumsier than that used by the Tinti. 
Their shuttle is called vdya , and they dispense with the reed (shana). 
They are careful to explain that the shuttle is shot with the hands, as 
among the Tantls, and not driven by pedals, as with the outcasts Jogis. 

The Kapali manufactures three kinds of canvas : the first 
(chhdld) being used for the carriage of rape seed ; the second (chat) for 
packing goods ; while the third (tdt) is in universal demand for floor- 
matting, for boat sails, rioe bags, and bags for country produoe 
generally. In Bikrampur a finer kind of canvas, known as 
bdra-bastra, is woven for the carriage of areca nut. The trade 
of the Kapili has of late years suffered greatly by the importation 
of gunny-bags from Europe, but they always find a ready market 
for the sake of matting. Bamboo mats for floors are seldom used in 
Bengal, but canvas is laid down in every shop, and beneath bedding 
whenever people sleep on the ground. On the Vi jay 6 Dasami 
day of the Durgi Pujd all Bengali shopkeepers, often including 
the Muhammadan, regard it as a duty to throw away the old matting 
of their shops and to replace it by new. 

The Kapilis generally reside in villages, where they can 
cultivate jute, never in large towns, and would lose oaste if they 
worked with hemp or ootton. Their occupation being different from 
that of the Tanti, the two castes live in amity with one another. 

They are usually poor, but in former days several of them are 
said to have risen to be taluqdirs. Some hold 
tenures, but the bulk of the oaste are oocupancy 
and non-oooupanoy raiyats. A few have relinquished their charac- 
teristic trade and become boatmen and shop-keepers. Socially they 
rank between Jeliyds and Dhobis. They claim to be of higher rank 
than the Bhuinmdli, Chandil, or Sunri, and the washerman and 
barber admit them to be clean Sudras, and have no objection to 
working for them. Their practice in the matter of food is the same 
as that of other orthodox Hindus of Eastern Bengal. They assert 
that they never taste spirits, but it is generally believed they do. 
Ganji-smoking, however, is oommon among them. 
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The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
KapAHs in 1872 and 1881 : — 



Dibtbict. 


1872. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Bard wan 






780 




729 


Pabna 




5,811 


6,378 


Ban & ura 




it . 






1 


Darjiling 


... 




89 


Birbhum 






280 







Jalpigon 


... 


838 


696 


Mid nap ur 
Hughli 






ISO 


(* 


71 

837 


Kncb Behar 

Dacca 


... 


17,017 


12 

18,882 


Howrah 






} 1.724 


l 


1,698 


Faridpur 


.. 


9,859 


12,188 


24-Parganas ... 






28.061 




0.534 


Bakarganj 


... 


8,878 


7,009 


Nadiva 






12,961 




5,728 


Mahnansmh ... 


... 


11.893 


11.568 


Khnfna 










14,719 


Tipperah 


... 


8,197 


6,443 


Jessore 






22,794 




27,679 


Chittagong 


... 


..... 


46 


Murshedabad 






1,536 




100 


Noakhali 


... 


417 


582 


Irtnajpur ... 






86 




248 


Purniah 


... 




55 


Bajshahye ... 






12 




218 


Maldah 


... 


17 




Rangpur 






816 




265 


6ant41 Parganaa ... 


... 


...... 


10 


Bogra 






761 




810 











KApar, a section and a title 
of Kewats ; a title of the Dhusia 
sub-caste of Chamars and of 
Maghaya KumhArs in Behai*. 

Kaparddr , the son of a wet- 
nurse ; a title given by the RAjAs 
of RAmgarh to some of their 
servants. 

KApari, ■ a section of the 
KAdar caste in Behar. 

Kaphalya, a thar or section of 
NepAli and Utkal Brahmans. 

Kapinjala, a section of Utkal 
Brahmans. 

KApri, a section of theMag- 
hayA sub-caste of Barhis ; a title 
of ArAyiyA Telia ; a seotion of the 
Banap&r sub-caste of Koiris in 
Behar; a title of ChamArs and 
a seotion of Sunris in Behar. 

Kapur, a seotion of AwadhiA 
HajjAms in Behar. 

KApur, a sept of the Chandra- 
bansi division of Rajputs and a 
section of the ChArjAti sub-caste 
of Khatris in Behar. 

Kar, a section of Utkal or 
Orissa Brahmans ; a family name 



of Baidyas and Kayasths in 
Bengal ; a title of the Aut sub- 
caste of Gandjiabaniks, of SAn- 
khAris, TAntis, and Sutradhars in 
Bengal. 

KarA, buffalo, a sub-sept of 
the BesrA sept of SantAls and 
a sept of CJhiks in Chota Nagpur. 

KArA, a group of the Srotriya 
sub-caste of Utkal Brahmans ; a 
mul or section of the TinmuliA 
and ChhamuliA Madhesia and 
Bhojpuria sub-castes of HalwAis 
in Behar ; a title of Kaibarttas. 

KArAdhAnautA, a mul or seo- 
tion of the TinmuliA MadhesiA 
sub-caste of HalwAis in Behar. 

Karaf, a section of AwadhiA 
HajjAms in Behar. 

KaraiAchor, a section of the 
BanodhiA and JaiswAr KalwArs 
in Behar. 

KaraiArk, a pur or section of 
SAkadwipi Brahmans in Behar. 

KaraiyA, a sub-caste of HAris. 

KarAiyA, a title of Bangaja" 
KAyasths. 
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Kirak, a section of Sunris and 
Telia in Behar and Chota Nagpur. 

K&r&k&ti Karw&r, buffalo, 
a totemistio section of Kurmis in 
Chota Nagpur and Orissa. 

Kar&l, Kuraly a sub-caste of 
Chand&ls who sell fish caught by 
others. Their women prepare 
and sell chird. 



Karal&i, a sub-caste of Kai- 
barttas in Noakhali. 

Karam, a tree, a sept of GoAlte 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Kar&mati, a thar or sept of 
Qurungs in Darjiling. 

Karamw&r, a sept of Rajputs 
in Behar. 



fWTAtt, the indigenous writer-caste of Orissa. Karans recog- 
nise only two endogamous sub-castes — Karan 
Origin and internal proper and Sristi-Karan or Uriya Sristi- 
Karan. The former, like the Madhyasreni 
Brahmans and the KAsthas or Madhyasreni K&yasths, claim to have 
been originally Kay asths of Bengal who were driven to take refuge in 
Orissa, because they refused to accept the institution of Kulinism 
from Ball&l Sen. The latter are supposed to be sprung from 
liaisons between Karans and members of the NabasAkhA group. 
They are generally employed as menial servants by the Karans, and 
I am informed that even now they do not object to admit the illegi- 
timate children of Karans into their caste. Karans and 8risti- Karans, 
however, do not intermarry, and a Karan cannot eat food that has 
been cooked by a Sristi-Karan. As with the K&yasths of Bengal, 
oases occur among the Karans of outsiders being admitted into the 
oaste, and it is said that several families of well-to-do Khandaits have 
thus been transformed into Karans. The children borne by maid- 
servants kept in the family are called Bhatuntara. They are 
reoognised as Karans, but do not inherit the property of the head 
of the family. 

Another group, which is not strictly endogamous, deserves 
special notice here. This is the class known as Nauli Karan 
or Karan with the sacred thread. Concerning these a curious story is 
told. Onoe upon a time the King of Orissa while out walking found 
two male infants, apparently twins, lying at the roadside. He had 
them carried home, and gave one to a washerwoman and the other 
to a sweeper (Hdri) woman to nurse. When they were grown up, 
the boys were brought to the king, and he was asked to determine 
their caste. Seeing that no low-oaste woman would be at the 
trouble of exposing her infants, the king concluded that they must 
be either Brahmans or Karans. As it was impossible to say whioh, 
he deoided, as it were, to split the difference by investing them with 
the sacred thread as if they were Brahmans, and then enrolling 
them in the Karan casta Their descendants still go through the 
form of investing their sons with the thread, though they only wear 
it for two or three months. At the time of their assuming the 
thread they perform a curious oeremony in memory of the 
vicissitudes of their ancestors. A post made of bel wood, and 
adorned with various kinds of devices in sola is set up at the place 
where the ceremony of investiture is performed, and shell bracelets, 
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a pieoe of doth, and other odds and ends are placed at the foot 
of it. On one side oi the post stands a washerwoman, on the other 
a woman of the H&ri caste, and when the initiate is taken inside 
the house, he is made to bow ostensibly to the bel post, but really, so 
it is explained, to the two women who represent the wet-nurses 
of the twin forefathers of the oaste. The Nauli Karans intermarry 
with the Karans proper, but not with the Sristi-Karans. 

The exogamous divisions of the Karan caste are shown in 
Appendix I. Most of them are of the standard Brahmanical type, 
though it is possible that N£g£sa and Sankha may be totemistio. 
Prohibited degrees are reokoned by the method in vogue among 
the higher Hindu castes, with the ourious exception that a man 
is permitted to marry his maternal uncle’s daughter, an alliance 
distinctly forbidden by the ordinary rules. 

Girls are usually married as infants, but instances not unfre- 
M quently occur where, owing to difficulties in 

amage * procuring a suitable husband, a man will keep 

his daughters unmarried until they come to be eighteen or nineteen 
years old. In any oase the Karans, like the K&sthas of Midnapur, 
are careful to guard against the phvsioal objections to infant-mamage 
by forbidding the oouple to conabit until the bride attains sexual 
maturity. Contrary to the usual practioe of Hindus, marriages in 
the Karan caste generally take place in the day-time. On the 
question what should be deemed the more binding portion of the 
ritual, there seems to be some difference of opinion. Some attach 
speoial importance to the offering of funeral cakes to the de- 
ceased ancestors of the bridegroom, which takes plaoe on the fourth 
day after the initial ceremony of giving away the bride. Others 
again hold that the essential rite is the laying of the bride’s right 
hand in that of the bridegroom, and binding their two hands together 
with a pieoe of thread spun in a special way. The wedding usually 
takes plaoe at the bride’s house. On the next day the bride is taken 
to the bridegroom’s house, where she spends eight days, called the 
askta-mangald , or eight auspicious days. On the day and night im- 
mediately following the marriage, known as the bis A rdtri or ‘ poison- 
night,’ the bride and bridegroom are not allowed to see one another 
at all, nor in any oase are they allowed to sleep together during the 
ashta-mangald unless the bride has attained puberty. 

Most Karans are Vaishnavas, and their favourite divinity is 
_ _ Krishna. They employ Utkal Brahmans for 

Kellglon ‘ religious and ceremonial purposes, and these 

are the only Brahmans from whose hands they will take food. 
The dead are burned ; a period of mourning is observed for ten days, 
and the sraddh is performed in the orthodox fashion on the eleventh 
day. In the matter of personal law they are governed by the 
Mit&kshard, as interpreted by the commentary of Sambhukar 
B&jpayi. 

Karans rank next to Brahmans in the scale of social pre- 
Sodai status. cedenoe commonly recognised in Orissa. Most 
m of them have a sound knowledge of their own 
vernacular and are ready scribes, and within the last few years many 
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of them have taken to English education. Zemindars, patnidArs, 
holders of lAkhirAj tenures, and occupancy and non-occupancy ryots 
are found among the caste, and many are employed as clerks and 
gomashtas by the various grades of landholders. They are strict as 
to diet, abstaining entirely from wine and strong drink, taking 
oooked or uncooked food from no other caste, water only from mem- 
bers of the NabasAkhA group, and never smoking in the same hookah 
with men of another caste. 



Karan, a sub-caste of KAy- 
asths and Tambulis in Behar. 

Karan, Nauli-Karan, a sub- 
caste of Karans in Orissa. 

fiarattgi, Karga , Kornnga , a 
small Dravidian caste of Western 
Bengal, who make baskets, dig 
tanks, and work as oarpenters. 
Their special business is the mak- 
ing of cart wheels and wooden 
articles, suoh as pailds or seers of 
standard measure. In Sing- 
bhum they are also stone-cutters. 
They have two exogamous sub- 
divisions, SAlmAch and Kaohchap, 
and four endogamous sub-oastes 
— DhaluA, MaluA, SikhariA and 
Tunga. The word also denotes 
persons who castrate goats and 
bullocks. 

KarangA-Munda, a sub-tribe 
of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

KarangarhyA, a sept of Raj- 
puts in Behar. 

Karania, kussum tree, a to- 
temistic sept of Mundas in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Karanja, a gdin of the 
KAsyapa gotra of BArendra Brah- 
mans in Bengal. 

KaranjA, a sub-caste of GoAlAs 
in Bengal. 

Karanjea, an oil-seed, a sept 
of BairAgis in Chota Nagpur. 

Karar, a mul or section of the 
ChhamuliA MadhesiA sub-caste 
of Halwais in Behar. 



KarAr, a section of the Kurmi 
caste in Manhhum, the members 
of which will not kill or eat a 
buffalo. 

KArArihA, aw«/or section of 
the TinmuliA MadhesiA sub-caste 
of Halwais in Behar. 

KarAti, a title of ChandAls 
who are employed as sawyers of 
wood. 

Karauche, a section of BAb- 
hans in Behar. 

Karaunti, a section of Awa- 
dhiA HajjAms in Behar. 

KarbhAia, a section of Kan- 
aujiA SonArs in Behar. 

KarchoMA, a sept of Rajputs 
in Behar. 

KargAhA, a section of the 
Maghaya sub-caste of Koiris in 
Behar. 

Karhar, a jungle fruit like bel, 
a totemistio sept of Kharwars, 
Chiks, and LohArs in Chota 
Nagpur; a section of RajwArs in 
Western Bengal. 

Karian, a section of the Sat- 
muliA MaghayA sub-caste of 
KAndus in Behar. 

Kariar, a sept of Kaurs in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Karikar, Kdrigar , iron-smiths 
and artificers generally. 

Kariont, a section of the 
KamAr sub-caste of DosAdhs in 
Behar. 
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Karird, a section of Godlds in 
the North-Western Provinces and 
Behar. 

Karj&hA, a section of the 
Biydhut and Kharidahd Kal- 
wdrs in Behar. 

Karjhuli&, a sept of Raj- 
puts in Behar. 

Kdrji, a title of Binjhids in 
Chota Nagpur. 

K&rk&d&, a mul or section of 
the Chhamulid Madhesid sub- 
caste of Halwdis in Behar. 

Karkosa 9 cow, a totemistio 
sept of Lohdrs in Chota Nagpur. 

Karkusd, a bird, a totemistio 
section of Lohdrs and Mahilis in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Karma, a tree, a totemistio 
sept of Mundas and Gonds in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Karmahe-Majhaur&y a mul of 
the Bdtsya section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Karm&he Ahpur, a mul of the 
Sdndil section of Maithil Brah- 
mans in Behar. ' 

Karmahe-T arauni, a mul of 
the Bdtsa section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Karmahe-Narudr, a mul of 
the Bdtsa section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Karmahe-Behat, a mul of the 
Bdtsa section of Maithil Brah- 
mans in Behar. 



Karmahe-Majhidm, a mul of 
the Bdtsa section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Karmahe-Alanpur, a mul of 
the Bdtsa section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Karmahe-Urdi, a mul of the 
Bdtsa section of Maithil Brah- 
mans in Behar. 

Itannaklir, in Bengal a syn- 
onym for Kdmar ; in Hazaribagh 
a title of Rahars. 

Karmdli, a title of black- 
smiths in Chota Nagpur. 

Karminia, a sept of the 
Suryabansi sub-tribe of Rajputs 
in Behar. 

Karmot, a sub-caste of Nunias 
in Behar. 

Kanmud, a section of Bdbhans 
in Behar. 

Karnamdsi, a seotion of 
Bdruis in Bengal. 

Kamdti, a territorial division 
of the Panoha Drdvira Brah- 
mans, who live in the south of 
the Yindhya range, in Kamatika, 
the country of the Canarese lan- 
guage. 

Karnautid, a kul or section of 
Bdbhans in Behar. 

Kamdvati, a seotion of Bdb- 
hans in Behar. 



Jtattti, a small and degraded caste of weavers in Eastern 
Bengal, whose claim to kinship with the Tantis is repudiated by the 
latter. Karais are met with in the western thdnas of the [Dacca 
district, along the left bank of the Padma river, but are more 
numerous in Faridpur and Pabna. They have three gotras — 
Bharadwdja, Aliman, and Kasyapa — which appear to have been 
borrowed from the Brahmanical system. Yaishnavism is the religion 
of the majority ; Saivism of the minority. Their priests are 
Bama Brahmans, who serve them alone. 
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The Kami are exclusively engaged in weaving, agriculture and 
fishing being striotly forbidden. They manufacture the dhoti or 
waist-cloth, the gamchd , napkin or towel, as well as chequered bed- 
ourtains (charkhdn). In some eastern districts they sell betel-leaf. 
Napits, Dhobas, and other servants of the Nava-sakha work for 
the Kami, whioh would hardly be the case if their origin were 
wholly impure. 



K&rni, a mul or section of the 
Chhamulid Madhesid sub-caste 
of Halw&is in Behar. 

Karnwdr, a sept of the Su- 
ra jbansi division of Rajputs in 
Behar. 



Karo, a section of Madhesid 
Halwdis in Behar. 

Karpatne, a section of the 
Amashta Kayasths in Behar. 

Karpur, a sub-section of the 
Bharadwdja section of Utkal 
Brahmans. 



Karr&l, a sub-caste of Chandals, which has become degraded 
from carrying on the business of fishmongers. Their kinsmen 
neither intermarry nor hold any social intercourse with them, but 
the same Brahman and servants work for both. The Karral is to 
the Hindu population what the Mahifarosh or Panjari is to the 
Muhammadan, and men and women, though they never fish them- 
selves, retail fish in the markets, and often make advances to fisher- 
men. This sub-caste is more numerous in Faridpur than in Dacca, 
but all along the left, or Daoca, bank of the Padma small colonies 
are established, while inland individuals are employed as constables 
and messengers. 

The Karrals are all Yaishnavas in oreed, and united in one 
gotra, the Kasyapa. They confess to a partiality for spirits, but 
allege that they abstain from flesh, including pork, unless when the 
animal has been sacrificed. 



Karsd, a sept of Rajputs in 
Behar. 

Karsal, a sept of Godlds in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Karsul, a section of Rautids in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Karthid, a kind of ddl or 
grain, a section of Godlds in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kdrtik-rdsi, a section of Md- 
los in Eastern Bengal. 

Karud, a sept of the Tung- 
jainya sub-tribe of Ohakmds in 
the Hill Tracts of Chittagong. 

Karuah, a title of the Ghasi 
caste in Singbhum. 



Karund, a title of Kdmdrs in 
Behar. 

Karunjua, a big black bird, 
a totemistic section of Pdns in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Karwd, a section of Chamdrs 
in Behar. 

Karwdr, a section of Dhenudrs 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Karwat, a sub-caste of Nunids 
in Behar. 

Kasa, a mul a section of the 
Ayodhid sub-caste of Hajjdms 
in Behar. 

Kasai, a butcher. Most butch- 
ers are Mahomedans, but in 
Bengal low Brahmans, Kdords, 
and Bdgdis slaughter goats and 
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sheep, and are known as Hindu 
kasais . In Eastern Bengal Ma- 
homedan butohers are classed as 
Bakri-kasAi or goat-killers and 
Goru-kasAi or cow-killers. The 
latter were formerly looked upon 
as degraded, but of late years 
the two groups have united and 
intermarry freely. All are fol- 
lowers of Moulavi Karamat Ali, 
and are very bigotted, eating with 
the Kuti, but declining to have 
anything to do with sweepers and 
Bediyas. 



KasAi KuliA, a sub-caste of 
Bagdis in Western Bengal, living 
on the banks of the KasAi river, 
who are boatmen and fishermen 
and are reokoned the highest in 
rank of the 14 sub-castes in whioh 
the BAgdis are divided. 

Kasai I, deer, a totemistic sept 
of GoAlas in Chota Nagpur. 

Kasar bin i , Kmarw&ni , a section 
of the BiyAhut and KharidAhA 
KalwArs in Behar. 



KasarwAni, a sub-caste of Baniyas in Behar, who profess to 
have no less than ninety-six sections, of which the following are 
specimens: — SagelA BagelA, ChanankAt-KathautiA, Laungjha- 
rAjhari, SonechanrupekedAndi, AbkaJiilA, ChAlAniA, Chauso- 
wAr, MAIhAtiA, Sonaul, TArsi, TirusiA. A man may not 
marry a woman belonging to his own seotion, and must also observe 
the standard formula of prohibited degrees reckoned to the fifth 
generation in the descending line. The KasarwAni marry their 
aaughters as infants, and do not recognise divorce. Polygamy, 
however, is permitted, without any restriction on the number of 
wives a man may have. A widow is allowed to marry again, and 
is not compelled to marry her late husband’s younger brother, though 
it is considered a very proper thing for her to do so. By religion 
most of them are Yaishnavas, and they also worship Banni and 
SokhA-SambhunAth as minor or household gods. Shop-keeping is 
their regular occupation, and only a few have taken to agriculture. 
KasarwAnis will not allow calves to be castrated, nor will they sell 
cattle to Muhammadans or to men of the Teli caste. 



Kasaudhan, Kasondhan , or 
Easaunan, a sub-caste of BaniyAs 
in Behar, some of whom claim 
to be Bais BaniyAs. The claim, 



however, is not generally ad- 
mitted. 

KAsbak, the heron, a totem- 
istic section of Bagdis. 



Kaneerd, Tamherd , the brass-founding caste of Behar, 
Tradition Of origin. probably an offshoot from one of the higher 
mercantile castes, which was separated from 
the parent group by adopting this special profession. The fact 
that the Kasera have a well-defined set of exogamous sections 
and pride themselves on their purity of desoent seems to indicate 
that the caste is a homogeneous one, and is not, like many of the 
functional oastes, a collection of men from several different groups 
held together merely by the bond of a common occupation. On 
the distinction between the Kasera and the cognate, but distinct, 
caste of ThatherA, Mr. Nesfield remarks 1 : — “The Kasera’s 



1 Brief View qf the Caste System , p. 29. 



Digitized by LjOOQle 




KASEBA. 



430 



speciality lies in mixing the softer metals (zino, copper, and tin) 
and moulding the alloy into various shapes, suoh as oups, howls, 
plates, eto. The Thathera’s art consists in polishing and engraving 
the utensils which the Kaser4 supplies/’ 

The sections of the Kaser&s are shown in Appendix I. A 
man may not marry a woman belonging to 
his own section, and must also observe the 
rules regarding prohibited degrees whioh are held binding by 
the Kiyasths of Behar. All Kaser£s who can afford to do so marry 
their daughters as infants, but they do not appear to regard this 
as an absolute necessity, and in poor families it often happens that 
girls do not find husbands until after they have attained the age of 
puberty. The marriage ceremony is of the standard type. Polygamy 
is permitted to the extent that a man may take a second wife if hie 
first wife is barren. A widow is allowed to marry again by the 
sagai ritual, whioh oonsists of smearing vermilion on the bride’s 
forehead. This must be done at night in a dark room. Only 
widows attend at the ceremony, married women deeming it unlucky 
to be present. No religious forms are gone through, nor is any 
entertainment given to the members of the caste. Divorce is not 
recognised. 

The religion of the Kaseris differs in no respect from that of 
. other members of the middle class in Behar. 

lgl0D * For religious and ceremonial purposes they 

employ Brahmans, who are received on terms of equality by other 
members of the sacred order. They bum their dead and perform 
sraddh in the orthodox fashion. Their sooial rank is respectable, 1 
and Brahmans will take water from their hands. The bulk of the 
caste are engaged in their characteristic occupation, and only a few 
have taken to agriculture. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
Kaser^s in 1872 and 1881. The figures for ThdtherA are included 
in the former year : — 



District. 


1872. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Patna 

Gya 

Bhah&bad 

™>ut issfissr ::: 

Saran 

Charoparan 

Monghyr 

Hhaitalpur 

Furman 


4,844 

4,768 

2,258 

| 6,805 

817 

1,814 

8,421 

4.692 

5,959 


2,858 

2,558 

694 

( 862 

1 485 

861 
968 
53 'i 
945 
648 


Sant&l P&rg&naa 

Cuttack 

Puri 

Balasore 

Tributary States 

Haaaribagh 

l.ohardaft& ... ... 

Smorbhum 

Manbhum 

Tributary States 


402 

7,559 

4,774 

1,980 

6,180 

765 

2,016 

692 

595 

490 


91 

4,106 

2,796 

90S 

3,404 

719 

1,189 

124 

199 

525 



1 In describing the Kaseras of the North-Western Provinces, Mr. Sherring 
says : — “ As artisans and traders, the Kaseri caste occupies a high position. 
They are said to be above the Yaisya, or commercial caste, and to hold a place 
between this and the Kshatriya caste. The reasons assigned for this opmion 
are that the tribe in all its subdivisions is more punctilious on many matters 
considered to be of importance by Hindus than the Vaisva or Sudra castes 
usually are, and that tney all wear the sacred thread/* These remarks do not 
appear to be applicable to the Kaseras of Behar. 
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Kishib, tortoise, a totemistio 
section of Bauti&s in Chota Nag- 
pur. 

Kdshmiri, a sub-caste of 
Brahmans. 

Kashta-Srotriya, a byper- 
gamous group of Rarhi Brahmans 
in Bengal. 

K&si, kind of grass, a totem- 
istio section of Rautiis, BinjhiAs, 
Khari&s, and Loh&rs in Chota 
Nagpur; a section of Go&14s 
and Sondrs in Behar ; a thar or 
sept of Khambus in Darjiling. 

K4si&m, a section of the S6t- 
mulid Maghayd sub-caste of 
Kandus in Behar. 

K&si&no, a mul or section of 
the Chhamulid Madhesid sub- 
caste of Halwdis in Behar. 



K&siar, a Section of Ghdsis in 
Chota Nagpur. 

K&sibak, heron, a totemistio 
sept of Savars ; a section of 
Kords in Chota Nagpur and 
Western Bengal. 

K&sil, a gotra or section of 
A gar wa Is. 

Kdsipuriyd, a sub-caste of 
Aguris in Western Bengal. 

Kasmal, a section of the Biyd- 
hut and Khariddhd Kalwdrs in 
Behar. 

Kasojan, a sub-caste of 
Baniyds in Behar. 

Kaspai, a section of Bdbhans 
in Behar. 

KastS, a title of Tantis or 
weavers. 



Ji&Btha, a cultivating and landholding caste peculiar to the 
districts of Midnapur and Balasore. It is 
divided into two sub-castes — Madhyasreni- 
Kdyasth and Kdstha. The former, who are as a rule wealthier and 
more highly esteemed than the latter, claim to be the descendants 
of certain legendary Kayasths who settled in Midnapur before the 
time of Balldl Sen, and so completely lost touch with their brethren in 
Bengal that even the growth of Kulinism passed them by unnoticed, 
and there are no Kulins among them to this day. The same tradi- 
tion represents the K&sthas as the offspring of these Madhyasreni- 
Kayasths by women of lower castes. The theory derives some 
support from the analogous case of Rajput families who have settled 
in outlying parts of the country, lost connexion with their own 
people, and intermarried with the women of the land. 

It is, however, equally possible, and in my opinion rather more 
probable, that both Madhyasreni-K&yatths and K&sthas may be the 
descendants of an indigenous writer-tribe like the Karans of Orissa, 
the wealthier members of whioh disowned their humbler tribesmen 



and sought kinship with the well-known Kayasth oaste of Bengal. 
The faot that bothKasthas and Madhyasreni-K&yasths are in posses- 
sion of very old estates seems to*tell in favour of this view. 

K&sthas marry their daughters as infants, condemn the remar- 
riage of widows, and do not reoognise divoroe. 
In one point, however, both divisions of the 
caste, and even the despised Karans of Orissa, are greatly in advance 
of the Kiyasths of Bengal. While they acoept and act up to the 
sacerdotal view that untold spiritual evils will befall the man who 
does not get his daughters married before the age of puberty, they 
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carefully guard against the physical dangers of the practice by for- 
bidding the married couple to cohabit until the bride has arrived at 
sexual maturity. In matters of religious and oeremonial observance 
they are at all points orthodox Hindus. Most of them belong to the 
Yaishnava sect. Madhyasreni-Brahmans officiate as their priests. 

Mad hy asreni-Kdyasths occupy muoh the same position in Mid- 
Social status and occupa- nspur as the Kdyasths in Bengal Proper and 
turn. the Karans in Orissa. Their social rank is 

high, and Brahmans take water from their hands. Some of them 
hold zemin daris and substantial tenures, while the majority are 
engaged in clerical pursuits. Of late years, however, they have had 
to compete with true Kdyasths who have immigrated from Bengal 
and become domiciled in Midnapur. The Kdsthas are for the most 
part cultivators, tilling their own lands, but in Balasore and the west 
of Midnapur a few of them are found holding estates. 



Kcistha, a sub-caste of Kdsthas 
in Midnapur. 

K&stogiri, a title of Baidyas 
in Bengal. 

Kastudr, a section of Sonars 
in Behar. 

Kdstu Rishi, a section of Kai- 
barttas in Central Bengal. 

Kastwdr, a seotion of Bdb- 
hans in Behar. 

KaswAr, a sub-caste of Bais 
Baniyds in Behar. 

Kasya, a gotra or section of 
Nepdli Brahmans. 

KAsyab, KAsyap, a totemistic 
section of Bhars and of the Raj- 
war, Kumhar and Koiri castes in 
Chota Nagpur, the members of 
which will not touch, kill, or eat 
a tortoise; a section of Kords 
denoting a tortoise; a sept of 
Bhumij ; a section of Sonars and 
TAntis in Behar. 

KAsyapa, a gotra or epony- 
mous section of Brahmans denot- 
ing descent from the Yedio sage 
Kasyapa. It has been adopted by 
the following castes : — Kumhdr, 
Tdnti, Teli, Baidya, the Kasau- 
dhan sub-caste of Baniyds and 






the Kanaujid sub-caste of Lohdrs 
in Behar, the Subamabanik, 
Sunri, Khatri, Kdyasth, Karan, 
Bajput, Godld, Kaibartta, Koohh, 
Kdmdr, Dhanuk, Barhi, Beldar, 
Chain, Nunia, Bauri, Bagdi, 
Barui, Chasddhobd, Bind, Dhobi, 
Gandhabanik, J ugi „ Kapdli, 

Khatwe, Khatik, Pod, Madhu- 
ndpit, Mdli, Mayara, Muchi, 
Ndpit, Bdbhan, Bhdt, Kurmi, 
Son dr, Tanti, Chdsd, Kewat, 
Sdnkhdri, Sukli, Tdmbuli, 
Pachim Kuliyd Sadgop, Sura- 
hiyd, Sutradhar, Tiyar, Ndgar, 
Pdsi, Chero, and Kahdr. The 
Kumhdrs and Kurmis of Be- 
har appear to have borrowed this 
seotion from the Brahmans in 
comparatively recent times, but 
as it is used indiscriminately by 
all Kumhdrs and Kurmis of that 
province, it does not operate as 
a bar to intermarriage. In the 
case of Maghayd Kurmis, indeed, 
it has been superadded to an 
e xistin g series of exogamous 
groups (i muls ) based on actual 
descent. Some of the Maghayd 
Kumhars, however, have no mute, 
and reckon prohibited degrees by 
the formula referred to in the 
article on Kayasth. The same 
remark holds good of -the Behar 
Kurmis, with the possible excep- 
tion of the Ghdmela sub-caste. 
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K&t&dif a gixn or sub-section 
of Saptasati Brahmans in 
Bengal. 

Katdit, a kul or section of 
Bdbhans in Behar. 

Kdtdiwdr-Andhrd, a mul of 
the Edsyapa section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Kataiwdr-Phet, a mul of the 
Edsyap section of Maithil Brah- 
mans in Behar. 

Kataiw&r-Malangiy&i a mul of 
the Kdsyap section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Kataiw&r-Lo&m, a mul of the 
Edsyap section of Maithil Brah- 
mans in Behar. 

Kataiw&r-Mardchi, a mul of 
the Edsyap section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

K&tdiyd, a mul or section of 
the Naomulia or Majraut sub- 
caste of Godlds in Behar. 

Kataki or Anhtagrami , a sub- 
caste of Tdmbulis in Bengal. 

Katalpuri, a section of Sondrs 
in Behar. 

Kdtdni, a gain or sub-section 
of Saptasati Brahmans in Ben- 
gal. 

Kdtar, katar , a title of basket- 
making Dorns in Behar. 

Katari, a title of Telis in 
Behar. 

K&t&ri, a mul or section of the 
Chhamulia Madhesia sub-caste of 
Halwais in Behar. 

Katariydr, a seotion of Edy- 
asths in Behar. 

Kataunid, a section of Bdb- 
hans in Behar. 



Katea, field-mouse, a totemistio 
sept of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Kdtedr, a section of the Sdt- 
mulid Maghayd sub-caste of 
Edndus in Behar. 

Katekd Rakmal, a mul or 
section of the Biydhut sub-caste 
of Ealwdrs in Benar. 

Kates, a section of the Biyd- 
hut and Ehariddhd Ealwdrs in 
Behar. 

Kateswar, a seotion of the 
Biydhut and Ehariddhd Eal- 
wdrs in Behar. 

Katew&r, a kul or seotion of 
Bdbhans in Behar. 

Kdtha, a sub-caste of Godlds 
in the North-Western Prov- 
inces and Behar. 

Kdthdduldrpur, a mul or sec- 
tion of the Naomulia or Majraut 
sub-caste of Godlds in Behar. 

Kathak, a sub-caste of Brah- 
mans in Behar who rank very 
low, the male members of which 
i sing and danoe on ceremonial 
occasions in the houses of res- 
pectable people. The name Ea- 
thak, properly denoting a reciter 
of the Hindu sacred books, is also 
applied to musioians of any creed 
or caste who play on the violin. 
Dr. Wise mentions an instanoe 
of a Chhatri Eathak who went 
about in Daooa with a troop 
of Mahomedau dauoing boys 
(Bhagtiya), and adds that none 
of his olass would oondesoend to 
aocompany Mahomedan bdis or 
danoing girls. 

Kathalmalet, a seotion of 
Maghaiyd Eumhdrs in Behar. 

Kath&r, a seotion of Eanaujid 
Lohars in Behar. 

2 E 
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Kathargdch, a section of 
Mahilis in Western Bengal. 

Katharid, a sent of the Rau- 
tdr sub-tribe of Thdrus; a sec- 
tion of the Biyahut and Khari- 
ddhd Kalwdrs in Behar. 

Kathautia, a sub-caste of 
Dhanuks and Ndgars in Behar. 



Kathautid, a section of Bdb- 
hans and of Kanaujid Lohdrs in 
Behar. 

Kathautid, Eathdtcd , a sub- 
caste of Belddrs in Western 
Bengal. 

Kathautiar, a section of 
Kdyasths in Behar. 



Kathbaniyd, a sub-caste of Baniyds in Behar, who have no 
sections and regulate their marriages by the standard formula for 
reckoning prohibited degrees calculated to seven generations in the 
descending line. They practise infant-marriage and allow a man 
to take a second wife during the lifetime of the first. A widow may 
marry again, but is not compelled to marry her late husband's 
younger brother or younger cousin. In certain exceptional cases 
husbands are permitted to divorce their wives with the concurrence 
of the panchdyat, but women so divorced may not marry again. 

Most Kathbaniyds belong to the Vaishnava sect Maithil 
Brahmans serve them as priests, and are reoeived on equal terms 
by other members of the sacred order. Sokhd Sambhundth and 
Satndrdyan are among the minor gods to whom their domestic 
worship is directed. They bum their dead and perform sraddh on 
the thirty-first day. Shop-keeping and money-lending on a small 
scale are believed to be their characteristic occupations, but many of 
them have taken to agriculture and hold land as non-occupancy 
raiyats or work as landless day-labourers. Instances, however, are 
known of Kathbaniyds having risen to be zaminddrs. 



Kdthej, a mul or section of 
the Chhamulid Madhesia sub- 
cast e of Halwais in Behar. 

Katherd, a section of the 
Biydhutand Khariddhd Kalwdrs 
in Behar. 

Kdthurid, a sub-caste of 
Bauris in Western Bengal. 

Kathwdit, a kul or section of 
Bablians in Behar. 

Katid, a class of Hindu 
weavers in Western Bengal. 

Katidin, a section of Bdb- 
hans in Behan 

Kdtidr, a totemistio section of 
Kurmis in Chota Nagpur and 
Orissa, the members of which 



pierce the ears of their boys at 
the Dharma pujd. They have 
the further peculiarity that they 
will not use cloth made of tasar 
silk. 

Kdtichdf a thar or sept of 
Sunuwars in Darjiling. 

Kati-chiore, a section of Kd- 
mis in Darjiling. 

Katigrdmi, a gain of the 
Kdsyapa gotra of Bdrendra . 
Brahmans in Bengal. 

Katki-kdet , a synonym for 
Karan in Orissa. 

Kdtki Phulbaria, a mul or 
section of the Satmulia or Kis h- 
naut sub-caste of Goalds in 
Behar. 
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K&tnid, a section of G-odlds in 
the North-Western Provinces and 
Behar. 

Katosid, a section of Lohdrs 
in Behar. 

Kdtrds, a sub-tribe of Bhu- 
iyas in Manbhum. 

Katri, subject to fits, a sept of 
Chits in Chota Nagpur. 

Katridr, a sub-caste of Kur- 
mis in Behar. 

Katsaid, a mul or section of 
the Kamarkalla sub-caste of 
Sondrs in Behar. 

Katsarwd, a section of the 
Biydhut and Khariddhd Kal- 
wars in Behar. 

Kattahwa, a section of Bdb- 
hans in Behar. 

Katun, a sept of Pators in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Katur, a section of Awadhid 
Hajjdms in Behar. 

Kdture, a sub-caste of Tdntis 
in Bengal. 

Kdturi, a gdin or sub-section 
of Saptasati Brahmans in Bengal. 

Kdturid a wood-cutter, a sub- 
caste of Sutradhars in Daoca. 
The name usually denotes an 
occupation, not a caste. In Bengal 
Kdturids are mostly Kaibarttas or 
Bdgdis, and in Chota Nagpur 
they are generally Dhdngars or | 



members of one of the Dravidian 
races. 

Katwdl, an honorific title of 
Kotdls, who are chaukid&rs or 
8tmdnddr8. 

Katwdr, a section of Bajwdrs 
in Western Bengal. 

Kdtydyan, a seotion of Brah- 
mans. 

Kaud, orow, a totemistio sept 
of Lohdrs, Mundas, Oraons, 
Parhaiyas, and Pans in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Kaiyd , an up-oountry trader. 
See Kdin. 

Kaukdaintsa, a sept of 
Maghs in the Hill Tracts of 
Chittagong. 

Kaulika , a synonym for 
Sdkta, q.v. 

Kaundil or Kaundin, a gotra 
or section of Babhans in Behar, 
borrowed from the Brahmanioal 
system and superadded to the 
original exogamous groups (kuU) 
characteristic of the carte. A 
section of Nepdli Brahmans. 

Kaundilya, a seotion of Brah- 
mans ; an eponymous seotion of 
Khanddits in Orissa. 

Kaundilya-Kausik, a seotion 
of the Uttar- Bdrendra Brahmans 
in Bengal. 

Kaundinya, tiger, a totemistio 
section of Jagannathi Kumhdrs 
in Orissa. 



a caste of Jashpur, Udaipur, Sarguja, and other Tribu- 
. , . , , tary States of Chota Nagpur, who claim to 

struct ure. De descended from the Kauravas or sons of 

Kuru, whose war with the Pdndavas is described 
in the Mahdbhdrata. Colonel Dalton speaks of them as a dark, coarse- 
featured, broad-nosed, wide-mouthed and thiok-lipped race, and the 
fact that some of their sections are totemistio seems to lend support to 
the view that they are of Dravidian origin. Kaurs are divided into five 
rab-oartes--Chduti, Charwa, Dudh-Kaur, Paikard and Rathiyd. 

l 6 ^ h " Kaur follow Hindu doctrine and have Brahman priests 
The Paikard are also orthodox, but rank slightly below the Dudh 
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Kaur. The Rathiyi rear and eat fowls, have no Brahmans, and 
employ the village barber as their priest, while some of them also 
keep a Baiga to propitiate the forest gods. 

Kaurs forbid marriage within the seotion, and observe much the 
. same prohibited degrees as the Hindus, ex- 

amag0, oept that they allow a man to marry his 

maternal unole’s daughter. Infant-marriage is in vogue, sindur&m 
is reokoned the essential portion of the marriage ceremony, and 
those sub-oastes who have Brahmans as priests employ them at 
marriages. A widow may marry again, and is expected to marry her 
late husband’s younger brother if one survives. Failing a brother, 
she may marry an outsider. In the case of a widow no priest is 
employed : the husband applies vermilion to her forehead with his 
own hand and the marriage is complete. Divoroe is allowed with 
the sanction of the panchdyat or cake counoil, and divorced women 
may marry again. Colonel Dalton mentions that the Kaurs of Sar- 
guja at one time encouraged widows to become Satis, and describes 
the shrine of a Kaur Sati who was at the time of his visit the 
principal object of worship near Jilmilli in Sarguja. Every year a 
fowl was saorifioed to her, and very third year a black goat; whereas 
Hindu offerings at Sati shrines are strictly confined to fruit and 
flowers. Probably the family of the Sati in question were land-hold- 
ing Kaurs who affected to be orthodox Hindus, and aspired in 
oourse of time to transform themselves into Rajputs. 

Generally speaking, Kaurs regard themselves as Hindus and 
_ look upon Kili* Mii as the goddess whom they 

Kebglon * are more especially bound to worship. But, 

except for marriages, they do not employ Brahmans as priests. 
They bury the dead. On the third day the ohief mourner gets 
himself shaved, and on the tenth and eleventh days funeral oakes 
are offered and a feast given to the relatives. 

Most Kaurs are common cultivators, a few hold farms of villages, 
and some are in possession of the clearing 
tenures known as Korkar and Khunt-Katti. 



Occupation. 



Kaur, a title of Karang&s. 

Kauri, a sub-caste of Dorns in 
Bengal who breed pigs and act as 
scavengers. 

Kausalya, a Brahmanical 
section of Khatris. 

Kaus&r, a mul or section of 
the TinmuM Madhesia sub-caste 
of Halw&is in Behar. 

Kausika, a gotra or eponymous 
section of Brahmans, Baidyas, 
and Kiyasths in Bengal, and of 
Bibhans, and the Chandrabansi 
and Surajbansi divisions of Raj- 
puts in Behar. 



Kausikirk, a pur or section of 
Sikadwipi Brahmans in Behar. 

Kausonjh id, a seotion of Bib- 
hans in Behar. 

Kaustav, a section of Brah- 
mans. 

Kautsasa, a section of the 
Bhatta Misra sub-caste of Utkal 
Brahmans and of Karans in Orissa. 

Kauwi, a sept of Dhimils in 
the Darjiling Terai. 

Kavir&j, a title of Baidyas 
and some other Hindu families. 

Kaw&l, a title of Kaibarttas. 
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JUtoAlt, Kaltcah, E&lw&li, a caste of musicians, who were 
originally Kapalis, but having adopted a different occupation were 
compelled to enrol themselves in a new caste. In Dacca they 
preserve a tradition that they are the offspring of a Kayasth father 
and a Dhobin, or washerwoman, and the Sudia servants work for 
them, as they also do for the KapAlis. The Kawalis all belong to 
one gotra , the Aliman. They have no surnames, but several honor- 
ary titles, suoh as Dhili, Mala, HdldAr, and Min j hi, and the most 
respectful term by which to address them is Vidyadhara, a name 
given to the dancers in Indra’s heaven. 

The Kaw&li plays on any instrument taught him by his ustddy 
sarddr, or teaoher. When young he is apprenticed to a master, 
whose credit depends on the proficiency oi his pupil. Youths are 
also taught to dance, and it is said that the purohit does not disdain 
to join in a dance or to take a part in a theatrical play. The 
Kawdli will not play in the house of any oaste who has not the 
services of the Sudra N&pit and Dhob4, and refuses to attend at the 
homes of the Muhammadan D41 or Hajjam. They have no objec- 
tions, however, to play in concert with the Nar, Rishi, or Hajj4m. 
The danoing girls to whom they usually play are either Muham- 
madans (bai), or Chandalnls ; but widows belonging to any caste, 
even to the Brahman, are often found with them. 

The great annual festival of the Kawalis is the Srf Panohami, 
in honour of Sarasvati ; but its observance is not allowed to interfere 
with their professional engagements, and they as readily accept 
employment on that day as on any other. The KawAlfs are all 
Yaishnavas, and are hired by Hindu villagers to sing the religious 
hymns called Hari 8an-kirtan. 

They observe the sraddhd and sashthi oeremony on the same 
days as the KapAli and Sfidras generally. 



KawAni, a class of Banias. 

KAwar, a title of Chhatris in 
Nepal ; a hypergamous group of 
Kaibarttas in Bakarganj. 

KawnriA, a sort of newt, a 
totemistio sept of Mundas. 

Kawot , the Behar equivalent 
of Kewat, g.v. 

KawwA dardAha, janawwir 
piprA, a formula or shibboleth 
denoting a dih or local section of 
the Haz&ri pangat of the Magh- 
ay 4 sub-caste of Dosddhs in Behar. 
Properly speaking, the Hazari 
pangat is itself an ezogamous 
section, but it would appear to 
have expanded ; so that a dih or 



local section distinguished by the 
shibboleth quoted above has 
formed itself within the original 
pangat . Any considerable in- 
crease of these dihs would prob- 
ably oonvert the pangat into an 
endogamous group. 

' Kawwdl y a class of Mahomedan 
singers and dancers. 

KayAI, a title of Pods in 
Bengal. 

Kayily Kedly Koydly a weigh- 

man, a petty broker, a negooiator 
of the prices of grain between 
sellers and buyers. In Patna and 
South-East Behar the word de- 
notes the person who weighs the 
grain when produoe rent is 
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collected on the system of batai 
kharihdni or division on the thresh- 
ing-floor. In Bengal rents are 
rarely paid in kind, and the 



Kayak enumerated in the Census 
were probably weighmen in 
municipal markets and small 
village hdt8 . 



Kaety Kaity Kayalh , Kaya> the writer-caste of 
. . Bengal Proper, a numerous and influential 
onso ongm. body, whose traditional origin has been the 
subject of much controversy. No mention of the caste occurs in 
Manu, and the K&yasths themselves reject the theory which gives 
them for an anoestor the Karan, the son. of a Yaisya father by a 
Sudra mother. The earliest reference to the Kdyasths as a distinct 
caste occurs in Y&jnavalkya, who describes them as writers and 
village accountants, very exacting in their demands from the 
cultivators. In the Padma and Bhabishya Pur&nas the K&yasths 
are made out to be the children of Chitragupta, the supreme 
recorder of men’s virtues and vices, who sprang from the body (kaya) 
of Brahma, and this was the first K&yastha. The 8kanda Pur&na 
gives them a more distinguished ancestry. It tells how Parasu 
Kama’s efforts to exterminate the Kshatriya race were time after time 
defeated by the birth of sons to the Kshatriya women whom he spared 
when their husbands were killed. Determined to clear the earth of the 
obnoxious tribe, he resolved to show mercy no longer, even to women 
in their pregnancy. In fulfilment of this vow he pursued the widow 
of the Kshatriya K4j& Chandra Sen into the hermitage of Dalabhya 
Rishi, where she had taken refuge, and demanded that she should be 

E ven up to him. But Dalabhya begged the life of the child in the 
ani’s womb, and his request was granted by Parasu Kama on the 
condition that the child should be called K&yastha and should be 
brought up to follow the ritual of the Sudra s, and not that of the twice- 
born castes. On this showing the Kdyasthas are by birth Kshatriyas of 
full blood, but by reason of their following the oeremonies of the Sudras 
they are called Vr&tya or incomplete Kshatriyas. The faint suggestion 
of inferiority which this term implies seems on the whole to be borne 
out by the position assigned in the Mriohhakatikd to the K&y- 
astha who sits with the Judge as assessor in the trial described in the 
ninth act of the play. He is charged with the ministerial duty of 
recording evidenoe under the orders of the Judge, and he, like the 
other assessor, Sreshthi, speaks Prakrit, while the Judge and the prin- 
cipal defendant use the more dignified Sanskrit. From the Mrichha- 
katiki we pass on to the more reoent and more popular opinion that 
the forefathers of the Bengal K&yasths came from Kanauj with the 
five Brahmans whom King Adisura summoned to perform for him 
certain Vedio ceremonies. Around this tradition a bitter contro- 
versy has raged between the Kayasths, who sought to exalt their 
sooial status, and members of other castes who refused to admit their 
claims. One party alleged that the five K&yasths — Makaranda 
Ghosh, Dasaratna Vasu, Kalid&sa Mitra, Dasaratha Guha, and Puru- 
shottama Datta — came to Bengal as the menial servants of the five 
Brahmans. Their sooial standing therefore could have been no 
higher than that of the Kah&rs, who in Upper India at the present 
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day discharge personal services for members of the higher castes The 
E&yasths for their part repudiated this view as derogatory to their 
dignity, and some of them went so far as to argue that the five K&y- 
asths of the tradition were political officers in charge as Kshatriyas. 
of a mission from Kanauj to the King of Bengal, and that the five 
Brahmans played quite a subordinate part in the transaction, if indeed 
they were anything more than the cooks of the five KAyasths. 
An ingenious grammatical argument, based on the names of the 
two sets of immigrants, is brought forward in support of this view. 

Putting tradition aside, and looking on the one hand to the 
physical type of the KAyasths and on the other to their remarkable 
intellectual attainments, it would seem that their claim to Aryan 
descent cannot be wholly rejected, though all attempts to lay 
down their genealogy precisely must neoessarily be futile. It 
appears to be at least a plausible conjeoture that they were a 
functional group, developed within the Aryan community, in res- 
ponse to the demand for an offioial and literary olass, whioh must 
in course of time have arisen. This olass would naturally have 
been recruited more largely from the peaceful Yaisyas and Sudras 
than from the warlike Eshatriyas, while the Brahmans would pro- 
bably have held aloof from it altogether. It is possible, though 
I put forward the suggestion with much diffidenoe, that the tradi- 
tion describing the KAyasths as the offspring of a Yaisya and a 
SudrAni may be merely an arohaio method of saying that the writer- 
caste was composed of elements drawn from the two lower grades of 
Aryan society. This view of the origin of the KAyasths is en- 
titled to whatever support it may derive foom the statement of some 
of my correspondents, that even in recent times instances have 
occurred of members of other castes gaining admission into the 
KAyasth community. Some of these statements are curiously 
precise and specific. It is said, for example, that a few years ago 
many Magh families of Chittagong settled in the western districts of 
Bengal assumed the designation of KAyasth, and were allowed to 
intermarry with true KAyasth families. An extreme case is cited 
in which the descendants of a Tibetan missionary have somehow 
found their way into the caste, and are now recognised as high class 
KAyasthas. Another story tells how a certain Uriya GoAlA, bearing 
the name Datta, whioh is one of the distinctive hypergamous titles 
of the KAyasthas, took servioe with a KAyasth family in Calcutta, 
where his principal duty was to boil the milk to be offered to certain 
idols. This man’s sons grew up and were educated with the sons of 
the house, and were recently admitted as KAyasthas of the Datta group 
and of the Kasyapa gotra. Alongside of these instances, derived from 
inquiries in Western Bengal, we may set the statement of Dr. Wise 
that in the eastern districts of Bengal there exist a very numerous 
body called Ghulam, or slave, KAyasths, and also known as ShikdAr, 
or BhAndAri. The GhulAm KAyasths are descended from individuals 
belonging to clean Sudra castes who sold themselves, or were sold, as 
slaves to KAyasth masters. It is stoutly denied that any one belong- 
ing to an unclean tribe was ever purchased as a slave, yet it is hard 
to believe that this never ocourred. The physique of the low and 
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impure r&oes has always been better than that of the pure ; and on 
aocount of their poverty and low standing a slave oould at any time 
be more easily purchased from amongst them. However this may 
be, it is an undoubted fact that any GhulAm K&yasth oould, and can 
even at the present day, if rich and provident, raise himself by 
intermarriage as high as the Madhalya grade, and obtain admission 
among the Bhadra-lok, or gentry of his oountrymen. Datta being 
a Madhalya title, it will be observed that this is precisely the position 
to which in the instance quoted above the descendants of an Uriya 
GoAlA are said to have attained. 

The Bengal K&yasths are divided into four sub-castes: (1) 
UiTAE-RARHf, (2) Dakhin-B^rhI, (3) Barrndra, (4) Bangaja. 
These groups are in theory endogamous, but within the last few 
years marriages have occasionally taken plaoe between members 
of the Dakhin-RArhi and Bangaja sub-castes. The Uttar R&rhi 

T . . , . _ are met with in the districts of Birbhum, 

Internal structure. MurBbedabad) part8 0 f ltangpur, 

Dinajpur, Hughli, and Jessore. The Dakhin-Rarhi are massed in 
Bardwan, Hughli, Midnapur, 24-Parganas, Jessore, Kishnagar, 
and parts of Bakarganj, while in Daoca only two families reside. 
The Bangaja are established in Bakarganj, Jessore, 24-Parganas, 
Daoca, Earidpur, western part of Maimansinh, eastern part of 
Pahna, and in several villages of the Bogra district. The Barendra 
are settled in Rajshahye, Pabna, Maldah, Bogra, Dinajpur, as well as 
here and there throughout Faridpur, Jessore, and Kishnagar. 

Within each of the sub-castes we find a series of throe hyper- 
gamous groups, each comprising so many family names. These are 
given in tabular form in the Appendix. The rules governing the 
intermarriage of these groups differ in several material points from 
those in force among the Brahmans. 

BalUl Sen is said to have divided the Edyasths into four 
sub-castes according to locality, thus: — Uttar- RArhi, Dakshin-RArhi, 
Bangaja and BArendra. He seleoted eight members from each 
kul of the Dakshin-RArhis in order to create samajs or hyper- 
gamous groups, e.g. y eight from eaoh of the three families of Ghosh, 
« . _ , ~ . Basu and Mitra, out of which two were made 

Mamage and Kuhnian, ^ six were made Bansaj . PrabhAkar 

of the AknA group and NisApati of the BAli group represented the 
mukhya of the Ghosh family ; Sukti of the BAgAnda group and Mukti 
of the MAhinagar group represented the Basu family ; while Dhuin 
of the BarisA group and Guin of the Tek group represented the Mitra 
family. Thus according to the rules of BallAl Sen only these six men 
were made Kulin ; the rest were made Bansaj , i.e. y bom of the Kulin 
family. The following are the names of the Bansaj groups: — 
Amreswar, Dirgh&nga, Kardti, Sedkhili, Khanid, and S&nkr&li 
of the Ghosh family ; Nimirkd, Sdthuli, Chitrapur, Dirghdnga, 
Gohari and Panohamuli of the Basu family ; D&bardkupi, ChAndari, 
D&ntiA Chdklai, KumArhatta and BAliA groups form the Mitra 
familv. 

The members of the Gnha family lived in Eastern Bengal, where 
their ancestor, Dasaratha Guha, was ranked as a Kulin, but those 
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who had been incorporated after BallAl’s grouping into the Dakshin- 
RArhi sub-caste were reckoned as Mauliks. 

Those KAyasths who had been living at that time in Eastern 
Bengal, including Datta and Guha, were classed as Mauliks , out of 
which eight families — De, Datta, Kar, PAlit, Sen, Sinha, Das, and 
Gnha were Siddha Mauliks, and the remaining seventy-two families 
beginning with Hora were classed as SAdhya Mauliks. Formerly ten 
out of seventy-two families of SAdhya Mauliks used to intermarry 
with the Kulins, but afterwards 16 families became connected with 
the Kulins by intermarriage. The names of the sixteen families are — 
PA 1 , NAg, Arnab, Som, Rudra, Aditya, Aioh, RAhA, Bhauja, Hora, 
Teja, Brahma, Bishnu, Nandi, Rakshit and Chandra. 

The kuls of KAyasths are of nine sorts, out of which five 
are known as mul or original and four as sakha or branoh. 
Following the order of sooial estimation, the mul Kuls are Mukhya, 
Kanishtha, SharabhrAtA or ChhabhAyA, MadhyAnsa and Turjyak or 
Teyaj. The sakhds or branohes are— Dwitiya-Po (the second son of 
Kanishtha), ChhabhAyA’s Dwitiya-Po (second son of ChhabhAyA) 
Dwitiya-Po (seoond son of MadhyAnsa), and Doio-Po (second son of 
Teyaj). Kulins belong to one or other of these nine varieties. 
They are further sub-divided into different grades, and they rise or 
fall in social estimation according to the marriage made by the eldest 
son and eldest daughter. If they marry into Kulin families, the 
reputation of their own family is secured, and the younger members 
may marry as they please. 

Mukhya Kulins are of three kinds — Prakrita, Sahaj and Komal. 
Only the eldest son of each has the right to hold that title. Their 
other sons will descend a step or rise in social estimation in accord- 
ance with their observance of the marriage law. 

It is a great distinction for a Mukhya to observe the “ Nava- 
ranga” or nine-grade kul, the rules regarding which are — The agchhei , 
or eldest daughter of a Mukhya, should be given in marriage to a 
Mukhya ; the dochhei , or second, to a Kanishtha ; the techhei or third, 
to a ChhabhAyA ; the chauchhei , or fourth, to a MadhyAnsa; and the 
ponchami , or fifth, to a Teyaj Kulin. Conversely, the eldest son of 
a Mukhya should be given in marriage to a Mukhya girl, the seoond 
to a Kanishtha girl, the third to a Madhyansa girl, and the fourth 
to a Teyaj girl. The Mukhya who observes these rules of marrying 
and giving in marriage earns the title of Navarangi. 

“ Pancharanga ,, kul is observed in the following manner : — The 
first son of a Kanishtha Kulin ought to marry the dochhei or second 
daughter of a Mukhya ; the second son that of a MadhyAnsa girl ; the 
third son that of a Teyaj girl. The Kanishtha Kulin who observes 
these rules is held in honour by his fellows and is called Pan- 
eharangi. 

The following general rules are to be observed by all Kulin 
KAyasths, though some of them apply to other castes as well : — 

A Kulin loses his kul by marrying or giving in marriage outside 
the parjyi or generation to which he himself belongs, counting from 
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the first advent of Kdyasths in Bengal. Whoever does so beoomes 
a Maulik . A Eulin loses his kul by marrying a randa or daughter of 
a man having no male issue, or if he should by aocident marry 
a swagotra or sicapinda. An adopted son of a Kulin is not a Eulin . 
Though he has the privileges of a son in other respects, he has no 
euob privilege as regards kul. He will simply remain a Bansaj. A 
Eulin by marrying the daughter of a Eulin of a lower degree 
descends to the level of the latter. For instance, if a Mukhya 
man marries a Madhydnsa girl, he beoomes a. Madhydma . Again, 
if a Teyaj man marries a girl of Madhydnsd’s Dwitiya-Po, he 
beoomes Dwitiya-Po of Madhydnsa. A man should not give in 
marriage his daughters one after another to Eulins of the same 
degree. For instance, if the first daughter is given to a Mukhya , 
it is not proper that the dochhei or seoond daughter be given to 
another Mukhya. In that case both the giver and taker become 
degraded. 

Subject to the exceptions noted above, the religious practice 
of the Kdyasths does not differ materially 
Uglon * from that of the highest Hindu castes 

in Bengal It is a singular fact that while the teaohing of 
Chaitanya has united almost all the artisan and agricultural 
castes in a oommon faith, the three highest and most intelligent 
castes in Bengal adhere as a rule to the Sdkta ritual. In Eastern 
Bengal all Kulin Kdyasths, and something like three-fourths of the 
other divisions, are believed to practise Sdktism, and it is said that 
a large proportion of these celebrate the Bamachdri Aohdr or 
Chakra oeremonies. For the fulfilment of domestic religious duties 
every Kulin family has a private temple, or saored nook, where 
a fSiva-linga is erected and daily worship performed by the head 
of the household. All Kdyasths observe the Sri Pan oh ami, or 
“ Dawdt Puja,” on the fifth of the waxing moon in Mdgh 
(January-February). This festival is held in honour of 8araswati, 
the goddess of learning, who is regarded by the Kdyasths 
as their patron deity. On this day the courts and all offioes 
are dosed, as no Hindu penman will use pen and ink, or any 
writing instrument, except a penoil, on that day. When work 
is resumed a new inkstand and pen must be used, and the pen- 
man must write nothing until he has several times transcribed 
the name of the goddess Durgd, with which all letters should 
begin. Kdyasths are expected to spend the holiday in meditating 
on the goddess Saraswati after they have observed certain religious 
rites ; but the extent to which this obligation is observed depends 
largely upon the inclinations of the individual. On this day, 
says Dr. Wise, the Kdyasth must taste of a hilsd fish, whatever 
its price, while from the Sri Panchami festival in January to the 
Vijaya Dasami in September or Ootober fish must be eaten daily ; 
but from the last to the first month it must not be touched. This 
curious oustom, probably founded on some hygienic superstition, 
is often reversed by Bengali Kdyasths. 
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The following statement shows the number and distribution 
of K&yasths in 1872 and 1881 : — 



District. 


1872. 


188L 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Bard wan 

Bankura ... ... 

Birbhum 

Midnapur 

Hughli 

Howrah 

24-Parganas 

Nadiya 

Jessore 

Khulna 

Murshedabad 

Dinaipnr 

Rajsh&hye 

Kangpur 

Bogra 

Paboa 

Darjiling 

Jalpigori 

Kuch Behar ... 

Dacca ... ... ... 

Faridpnr 

Bakarganj 

Ifaimansinh 

Chittagong 


53,398 

11,676 

8,819 

101,663 

} 88,722 

82.803 

89,719 

90,640 

17,077 

4,523 

8,727 

10,887 

6,483 

35,359 

44 

587 

102,084 

57,026 

125,164 

105,537 

68,916 


33,069 
20,575 
8,902 
92,178 
f 25,484 
i 15,849 
82,864 
40,780 
62,611 
86,985 
15,655 
6,024 
8,878 
11,449 
3,759 
34,602 
406 
8,782 
2,522 
92,909 
84,193 
87,834 
108,409 
72,370 


Noakhali 

Tipperah 

Chittagong Hill Tracts ... 

Patna ... 

Gya 

Shahabad 

Moaufferpnr 

Darbhanga 

Saran 

Champaran . M 

Mongnyr 

Bhagalpor 

Purnian ... 

Maldnh 

8antAl Parganas 

Cuttack 

Puri 

Balaaore 

Tribatary States 

Hazaribagh 

Lohardagi .• 

Singbbum 

Manbhom 

Tributary 8tates 


20,878 

72.804 

93 

28,289 

40,222 

42,407 

} 70,992 

47,686 

24,547 

20,462 

17.170 

11,833 

4,601 

5,940 

5,329 

1,194 

2,371 

886 

6,300 

4,061 

611 

7,991 

210 


37,665 
69,878 
588 
29,864 
43,965 
46,994 
< 42,552 
1 45.124 
61,066 
28,411 
23,044 
21,810 
12,761 
4,656 
7,820 
4,441 
2,335 
1,757 
1,517 
9,282 
6,690 
993 

6,6<i6 

689 



The statement includes the K&yasths of Behar and the Karans 
of Orissa which form the subject of separate articles. It would 
be impossible to distinguish the statistics relating to these three 
groups. 

Kaeth , Lala, the writer-caste of Behar, who trace their 
mythical parentage to Chitragupta, the soribe 
timbre. *** mternal or recorder of lama, the regent of the 
dead, and pique themselves on being wholly 
distinct from the Kdyasths of Bengal. The physical characters 
of the Behar KAvasths afford some ground for the belief that they 
may be of tolerably pure Aryan descent, though the group is 
doubtless a functional one recruited from all grades of the Aryan 
community. K&yasths themselves hand down a tradition that 
their progenitor Chitragupta was produced from the inner 
consciousness of Brahma for the purpose of managing the business 
affairs and keeping the aocounts of the other castes, and each of 
the twelve sub-castes traces its pedigree back to some member of 
his family. Chitragupta himself and all his sons and grandsons 
are said to have been invested with the sacred thread marking the 
twice- bora castes, and K&yasths claim to have, and occasionally 
to exercise, the right to wear this sacred symbol. The sub-castes 
are the following: — (1) Aith&nd, (2) Amashta, (3) B&lmik, (4) 
Bhatn&gar, (5) Gaur, (6) Karan, (7) Kulsrashta, (8) Mathur, (9) 
Nigam, (10) Saksena, (11) Sribdstab, (12) Surajdwaj. Of these 
the Aith&nd are supposed to come from Jaunpur in the North- 
Western Provinces. The Amashta may possibly, as Mr. Crooke 
suggests 1 , be the modem representatives of the Ambastha tribe said 



1 Ethnographical Handbook , p. 105. 
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to be desoended from a Brahman father and Vaisya mother. They, 
like the Karans, also in theory a mixed group, bom of a Sudra 
woman by a Vaisya father, are found in large numbers in Gya, 
Patna and Tirhut. The BAlmik or VAlmiki sub-caste are supposed 
to have oome from Guzerat. Mr. Crooke thinks they may perhaps 
have taken their name from the author of the RAmAyana. Karans, 
Amashtas and SribAstabs will smoke in the same hooka, but will 
not eat kachchi food together. The two former, however, will eat 
kachchi that has been cooked by a BAbhan. Nigam (derived by 
the same authority from the Sanskrit nigama , meaning the veda, 
a town, road, traffio) are not met with in Behar. The Surajdwaj 
group — the word means having the sun for emblem— are said to 
be desoended from the Brahman MAdhava Nal and KAm KAndla, 
a dancing girl of VikramAditya’s Court. The MAthur, Saksena, 
BhatnAgar and SribAstab sub-castes claim descent from the first 
wife of Chitragupta, said to have been a daughter of the Suraj- 
bansi race of Kshatriyas. The names appear to have reference 
to localities— the first to Mathura, Saksena to the ruined town of 
Sankisa in Farukhabad, BhatnAgar to Bhatner, and SribAstab 
either to Srinagar, the traditional plaoe of origin of the sub-caste 
or to Srivatsa, an epithet of Vishnu, who is their favourite object of 
worship . 1 The Khare and Dusre subdivisions of the Sribastab sub- 
caste trace their origin to the grandsons of Chitragupta. According to 
Buchanan , 3 the Khare SribAstabs claim to be higher than the ordin- 
ary SribAstAbs, and call themselves Paure. The two subdivisions 
do not intermarry or eat and drink together. Similar subdivisions 
are found in the Saksena sub-oaste. Contrary to the oommon usage 
of Hindus, KAyasths of the MAthur, BhatnAgar and Saksena 
groups eat even kachchi meals fully dressed. The Gaur KAyasths 
believe that they derive their name from Gaur, the ancient oapital 
of Bengal, and allege that the Sen kings of Bengal were really 
Gaur KAyasths. A curious story is told about the Gaur and Bhat- 
nAgar sub-castes which is worth quoting as an illustration of the 
growth of mythical traditions of that type. The BhatnAgar 
KAyasths, it is said, came to Bengal at the time of the Mahomedan 
conquest, and finding the Gaur KAyasths settled there, asked to be 
admitted to eat and drink with them. The Gaur KAyasths agreed 
to invite the BhatnAgars to their houses for food, but declined to 
aooept their hospitality in return. After a time the BhatnAgars, who 
had friends at court, began to put pressure on the Gaurs in order to 
compel them to aooept their invitations, and the latter fied to Delhi 
to lay their case before the Emperor Balban. Meanwhile Balban 
died, and the BhatnAgars prevailed upon his successor to order 
some of the Gaur KAyasths to be arrested and compelled to eat with 
their rivals. To avoid this dishonour the rest of the sub-caste took 
refuge with the Brahmans of Badaon, who passed them off as 
members of their own caste, and went so far as to eat with them in 
support of their allegation. For doing this the Brahmans were 
turned out of their caste, and became the family priests of the Gaur 

1 Crooke op. cit. p. 105. 

* Eastern India , it, 466. 
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Kdyasths. After a time the Gaur Kdyasths who had been forced 
to eat with the Bhatn&gar were admitted on the intercession of the 
Badaon Brahmans to oommunion of food with their brethren. For 
the purpose of marriage, however, they were formed into a separate 
group under the name of Shamali or Northern Gaur. Traditions 
of this sort are not unoommon, and it is to be regretted that no means 
exist of testing their historical value. Their most singular feature 
is the oonspiouous part alleged to have been played by the ruling 
power, whether Hindu or Mahomedan, in determining purely social 
questions. A caste is now regarded as an autocratic body, whose 
decisions on questions concerning its own members no one would 
dream of questioning. This does not seem to have been the view taken 
by the earlier rulers of Bengal, and the further back we go, the more 
frequent and pronounced do such instances of interference become. 

Besides tne regular L&la-E&yasths included in the twelve sub- 
castes enumerated above, people calling themselves Kiyasths are found 
working as tailors in the Sew&n subdivision of Saran, and some 
of the vermilion-selling Sindurias, who formerly aoted as inoculators 
and now have turned vaccinators, claim to belong to this caste. The 
L&la-K&yasths disown all connexion with these groups. There is, 
however, nothing primd facie improbable in the hypothesis that a 
certain number of K&yasths may have adopted the profession of 
tailors or vaocinators, and may thus have become separated from the 
main body of the oasfce. Nothing is more common than to find even 
a slight departure from the traditional occupation of a caste becom- 
ing the occasion for the formation of a new endogamous group. 
Signs of a tendency in this direction may be traced in the fact that 
many EAyasths object to marry their daughters in the family of 
those who have served as hereditary patwdrie or village aooountants. 

Patw&ris, ” says one of my correspondents, “ however rich, are 
regarded as socially lower than other K&yasths, e.g. 9 K&nungo, 
Akhauri, P&nde, or Bakshi.” 

The system of exogamy practised by the K&yasths of Behar is 
shown in detail in Appendix I, and needs only brief explanation here. 
An examination of the names of the sections will show that intermar- 
riage is really regulated by a number of kuk or exogamous seotions, 
mostly of the territorial or titular type, and that the Brahmanical 
gotras , though recognised in theory, are really ineffective. Thus the 
Srib&stab K&yasths reckon among their sections the Brahmanical 
gotra Kasyapa ; but this is the only section of the Brahmanical type 
that they possess. All Srib&stabs belong to the Kasyapa gotra and 
thus of necessity violate the primary rule of exogamy upon which the 
gotra system depends. Although the Brahmanical gotra is disregarded, 
the rule of exogamy is carefully observed in relation to the kul. Thus 
members of the Akhauri kul believe themselves to be descended from 
an ancestor holding the title of Akhauri, conferred many generations 
ago. Their original habitat was Chur&manpur in Shahabad, and the 
full designation of the kul is Churamanpur he Akhauri . The meaning 
of the term Akhauri is uncertain. Some say it is a corruption of 
Lakhauri, owner of a lakh of rupees. In further illustration of this 
system of using titles as the designations of exogamous groups and 
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expanding or eking them ont by prefixing the name of a village, the 
following kul* of the Srib&stabs may be mentioned : — Amaundha ke 
P&nre ; Dihia Eoth ke P&nre ; Mithabel ke Tewdri ; Morar ke Bakshi, 
Bdi orThakur; Batdba ke Misir; Hargdon ke Singh; Patar ke 
Tewdri ; Parsarma ke Thdkur ; Sahuli ke Sahulidr. The last appears 
to be of the local or territorial type. All kul 8 are strictly exogamous. 
Only the father’s kul is excluded in marriage. The system is supple- 
mented by a table of prohibited degrees calculated in the manner 
described in the article on Brahman. 

All Kdyasths who can afford to do so marry their daughters as 
. infants, but the scarcity of husbands isgreatly 

amage * complained of, and daughters of poor Kdyasth 

families frequently remain unmarried up to the age of eighteen 
or nineteen. When a girl is married before puberty, she lives with 
her own people apart from her husband until she has attained sexual 
maturity. Connubial relations cannot commence until the cere- 
mony of dnragaman , or bringing the bride home, has been per- 
formed. This may take place one, three, five or seven years 
(numero Deu$ impure gaudet) after the marriage according to the 
age of the bride. When a girl is married after puberty, this cere- 
mony is added to the regular ritual, and the girl goes to live with her 
husband at onoe or at latest after a year. Widows may not marry 
again; nor is divorce recognised. 

Among the Kdyasths, as among the other high castes of Behar, 
the balance of the sexes seems to be uneven, and the number of girls 
marriageable at a given time is usually in exoess of the number of 
possible husbands available for them. The first step therefore 
towards initiating proposals for marriage is taken by the parents or 
guardians of the bride who depute a Brahman (generally the purohit, 
or priest of the family) and the family barber to find out a suitable 
bridegroom. These emissaries select several suitable boys and report 
accordingly. Among Kdyasths no marriage can take place unless 
the horoscopes of both the bride and bridegroom ‘agree,’ as the 
phrase goes, that is to say, unless from the dates of the births of both 
the girl and the boy it can be calculated by astrological methods that 
the bride will not become a widow, and that the marriage will prove 
fruitful and happy in every respeot. If the two horosoopes do not 
‘agree,’ the negotiations are broken off. In order to comply with 
these conditions', the Brahman who acts as go-between carries with 
him a copy of the bride’s horoscope, takes copies of those of all the 
eligible boys, and reports to his employer on the prospeots of each 
possible combination. Here it is that difficulties begin. Highly 
educated as the Kdyasths are, they have not yet shaken off the 
trammels of astrology, and the custom of insisting on the ‘ agreement ’ 
of the horoscopes has suoh a strong hold upon their minds that it 
often proves the chief obstacle to a marriage desirable in other 
respects. Owing to this cause the marriage of the girls is delayed in 
many cases till long after they attain puberty, and the consequence 
is that the bride is often older than the bridegroom. In order 
to get their daughters married, parents are obliged to give them 
to bridegrooms of unequal age, doubtful education and character, and 
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of unequal position and wealth. This practice, though often pre- 
venting the marriage of the girl in her infancy, turns out undesirable 
in many respeots. Other difficulties arise from the exorbitant demand 
of tilak and jahez (dowry) by the parents of the bridegroom, which 
leads to unequal marriages and brings about the ruin of families 
unfortunate enough to have a number of girls to be married. 

After the ganand has been made out to the satisfaction of 
both parties, and it has been ascertained that there are no objections 
to the marriage on the ground of consanguinity, eto., the question of 
bridegroom price and dowry (tilak, jahez or dan pan) is settled. This 
is too often exorbitant. If the terms are agreeable to the bride’s 

E arents, the marriage is at once agreed upon. In many cases the 
ride’s parents depend wholly on the discretion of the Brahman and 
Hajj&m in the selection of the bridegroom, and these either to 6ave 
themselves trouble or in collusion with the parents of undesirable 
bridegrooms are said to make selections which the bride’s family 
would not approve if they knew all the facts. The bridegroom’s 
relations on the other hand are equally in the dark regarding the 
qualifications of the bride, and it thus happens that girls suffering 
from actual physical defects are enabled to obtain husbands by the 
oollusion of the match-makers. 

The following observances make up the marriage ceremony 
as celebrated by orthodox Kdyasths of Behar : — 

(1) When the marriage is agreed upon, a day is fixed for the 
betrothal or the taking of sagun. On that day the Brahman and 
Hajj&m go to the bridegroom’s house, where the latter’s friends 
assemble at an auspicious time. His parents put rupees, rice, haldi 
and 8upari in a thdli before them, and the Brahman takes from this 
his fee at the rate of five per cent, on the amount of tilak and jahez 
agreed upon. If therefore the dowry be settled at Rs. 500, he will 
take out Its. 25. Sometimes the bride’s party pay cash as earnest- 
money instead of taking the sagun. This is called hardekhi , literally 
meaning the seeing of the bridegroom. It is also called barchheka , as 
a retaining fee is paid in advance in order to secure the bridegroom. 

(2) After this the date for the tilak or the payment of 
the first instalment of the dowry is fixed. On that day a party, 
consisting of Brahmans and others and often a relative of the bride, 
about seven in all, proceed to the house of the bridegroom. He is 
adorned and made to sit in the angan or inner courtyard, where the 
gods are worshipped, after whioh the bride’s party put a tilak or 
patch of curd on his forehead, and make a present to him of money, 
plates and clothes, amounting in all to the sum agreed upon to be 
paid at this time. This ceremony is oalled tilak. The bride’s parents 
make a profit over the plates and doth, whioh they estimate sometimes 
at double their value, thus reducing the actual cash payment agreed 
upon. It is for this reason that some astute guardians insist upon 
the payment of a certain amount in cash before giving the sagun, 
and if the money is not paid at the time of tilak , disagreements 
between the parties continue till after the celebration of the marriage. 
After the ceremony the bride’s party, together with the friends of 
the bridegroom’s family, receive pakki food. Before the tilak neither 
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the Brahman nor the Hajj&m would even drink water at the bride- 
groom’s house. 

(3) On the following day the tilak party returns, being 
presented with dresses and money by the bridegroom’s father accord- 
ing to his means. The latter at the same time addresses a letter to 
the bride’s father, fixing an auspicious date for the marriage. This is 
called lagnapatri. If convenient to him, he agrees to it, otherwise 
some other date agreeable to both parties is fixed. After the tilak 
the betrothal becomes complete, and an engagement thus ratified 
is rarely broken off. 

(4) On the eighth, fifth, and in some families on the third day 
before the marriage the ceremony variously known according to its 
date as dthmangrd, panchmangrd or tinmangrd , is performed. On 
that day the women troop out singing to fetch earth from some field 
outside the village, and put it in tne oourtyard where all the family 
gods and dead ancestors are invited to attend. This oeremony is 
performed at the houses of both parties. On an auspicious day the 
mandap , a sort of thatohed canopy supported on nine new bamboos, 
is erected at the house of the bride’s father. In the oentre is placed 
an earthen vessel {kalsa) supposed to oontain water from all Hindu 
places of pilgrimage. Under this mandap and near the kalsa , where 
all the family gods and anoestors are invited by mantra* to be present 
and wituess the marriage, the marriage ceremonies are subsequently 
performed. No mandap is ereoted at the bridegroom’s house, but 
only a harts or plough shaft is set up in the angan 9 courtyard, and 
a kalsa similar to the bride’s is placed beside it. 

(5) Then the oeremony of hardikahandan takes plaoe. Tur- 
meric with oil is applied to the persons of the bride and bridegroom 
at their respective houses at stated times daily up to the day of 
marriage. This oeremony is not performed at the bridegroom’s 
house when he is married a second time. 

(6) Matrik Pujah — Is the oeremony of worshipping the wives 
of all the gods, i.e. y Sakti in all her forms. The gods are also invited 
to be present and worshipped. The women of the family invoke the 
spirits of departed anoestors, and pindas are offered to them. 

(7) Ceremonies in propitiation of dead anoestors ( abhyudaik 
sraddh) are also performed by the parents of the bride and the 
bridegroom at their respective houses on the day of the marriage. 

(8) Dwar Pujah. — After performing the matrik pujah the 
women bathe the bridegroom and smear him with turmeric, and 
he eats with some unmarried boys his last meal as a bachelor. He 
is then dressed and made to sit on the lap of his mother, who drinks 
water whioh he has tasted. His brother also assists in this ceremony. 
After some other observances the bridegroom’s party go in pro- 
cession to the bride’s house with as much show and noise as the means 
of the family permit, timing their journey so as to arrive after dark. 

On arrival, and after their formal reception, the bridegroom is 
presented with money. This is called dtodr pvjah , the homage done 
to the bridegroom at the door of his father-in-law’s house. Aiter 
it the bridegroom’s party prooeed to the plaoe (janwdsa) prepared for 
their temporary reception. 
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(9) . Ashuch pai'ichhalan. — After the procession has gone to the 
janwasu, the ceremony of cutting the nails of the bride takes place. 
At the same time a drop of blood is drawn from her little finger, and 
preserved in mahatcar (cotton soaked in red dye). Her feet are also 
marked with mahawar. 

(10) Bar Newatran or Dhurchhak. — A party of the bride’s 
relatives, Brahmans and others taking some sherbet , eatables, tobacco, 
etc., go to the jantcdsa and present them to the bridegroom’s party. 
The bridegroom is formally invited to dinner with a present of 
money, which his father acoepts. But owing to the exorbitant 
demands of money and grain generally made by the bridegroom’s 
father, which the bride’s father cannot always meet, this dinner 
seldom comes off before noon on the following day. Thus the food 
prepared is wasted, and the bridegroom’s party remain unfed. 
Sometimes the bride’s father in order to make up for the high tilak 
he had to pay in order to seoure the bridegroom tries to cut down the 
amount of jahez agreed upon, and also doles out the rassad or supplies 
to the bridegroom’s party very sparingly. The bridegroom’s father, on 
the other hand, tries to get as much as he can out of the arrangement. 

(11) Kanya Nirechhan, seeing the bride. — After the invitation 
to dinner has been accepted, the elder brother or some other elder 
relative of the bridegroom proceeds to the house of the bride’s 
father; the bride is made to sit under the mandap , and the bride- 
groom’s brother going there presents to her jewels and clothes, after 
which she returns to the inner apartments and is dressed in those 
clothes and ornaments. By this time the bridegroom is also brought 
to the place. 

(12) The bridegroom’s feet are washed by the bride’s father, 
and (13) he is given a wooden seat ( Pidha ) and a Kusdsan or pad 
oiKusa grass to sit on. All these ceremonies are performed according 
to Yedio prescription. 

(14) His feet are again washed after taking his seat ( Padaryali 
and Hast Argha). 

(15) Then dahi, honey and ghi and sugar (madhuparka) are 
given him to eat by the bride’s father. The bride also is brought 
and made to sit on his right side on a similar wooden seat. 

(16) Agnisthdpan , or the plaoing of the fire before them, is 
duly performed. 

(17) Qotranchara , or the ceremony of transferring the bride 
into the family of bridegroom by reciting the names of the father 
and grandfather of eaoh with vedic mantras , is performed, and the 
bride and bridegroom’s clothes are knotted together. By this 
oeremony the bride gives up all cleums on her father’s family and 
is transferred to that of the bridegroom. 

(18) 1 Tanyddan or panigrahan % by whioh the bride’s father puts 
her hand into that of the bridegroom and entrusts her to his oare, 
while he in his turn accepts the offer. 

(19) Then the bridegroom changes his dress (bastra bandhan), 
and puts on a dhoti given by the bride’s father. 

(20) Next in order horn is performed by throwing ghi and 
sugar on the sacred fire in homage to all the Hindu gods. 

2 F 
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(21) LAjdhuti or IAud Merdttan . — Unhusked and parched 
paddy brought by both parties is mixed together. The bride and 
Dridegroom go seven times round the sacred fire, which stands in the 
centre of the mandap , taking care to keep it always on their right 
hand. The bride puts her hands into those of the bridegroom, holding 
at the same time a small tupli or basket for cleaning grain. Into 
this 8upli the bride’s brother pours out the lawa, which the bride and 
the bridegroom jointly pour on to the fire. This offering is said to 
be made to a toothless god, named Pukha. 

(22) Silarohan (Sapta Bedi ). — The bride puts her foot on a #7, 
the stone used for grinding spices, and the bridegroom removes it. 
Both parties call the gods to witness that they have accepted each 
other as husband and wife. 

(23) Sumangli Karan or Sendur bandhan . — The bridegroom 
smears vermilion on the bride’s forehead. This form is now regarded 
merely as a token and memorial of the married state. Clearly, how* 
ever, as has been pointed out in the artiole on Kurmi and elsewhere 
jn these volumes, it is a survival of mixing the blood of the parties 
or drinking each other’s blood whioh is found among the marriage 
customs of more primitive raoes. 

(24) Dachhina shankalp . — The bride’s father promises in a form 
authorised by the scriptures to pay a price for the bridegroom. The 
tilak anAjahez, it appears, are not sanctioned by the Shastras. 

(25) Kuddt mantra pathan . — The bridegroom formally confers 
his blessing on the bride’s father for the presents he has made to 
him. 

(26) Ashuch Karan . — It has been mentioned above (No. 9, 
ashuch parichhalan) that a piece of ooloured cotton containing a little 
of the bride’s blood is kept. With this the bridegroom’s neck is 
touched, and the bride’s neck is also touched with a piece of simple 
coloured cotton brought by the bridegroom. The pieoes of cotton 
are tied on their wrists (kangan bandhan ). It is believed that this 
practice generates mutual affection. Clearly it is a survival of the 
earlier rite already referred to. 

(27) Pith Paritechan . The couple exchange seats, and the 
bridegroom swears to protect and love his wife, and the bride swears 
to obey, respect and love her husband. 

(28) After this the priest tells them that they have become 
girha8ta and should live like married people, and explains to them 
their duties. 

(29) Ashirbad . — The Brahmans and all present bless the bride 
and the bridegroom, and throw rioe ( achhat ) over them. This ends 
the Vedic rites necessary to make a marriage binding. Neither the 
bridegroom nor the bride understand what is said, and in most cases 
the Brahmans recite even those parts whioh the parties to the 
marriage ought to pronounce themseives. 

After the final blessing all the men present retire, leaving the 
bride and bridegroom under the mandap . Then the women come 
and do chumawan , i.e ., touch the feet, knee, and shoulders of the 
bridegroom with their fingers, at the same time holding rice in their 
hands. They are then taken into the kohbar t or the room prepared 
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for their reoeption. There the women perform their own peculiar 
ceremonies, playing at the same time various tricks on the bridegroom 
till daybreak when he returns to the janwdsa . Then the marriage 
party is invited to dinner, or rather breakfast, which, as stated above, 
seldom comes before noon. At this time a present of plates, eto., is 
made to the bridegroom, and his relatives, all of whioh counts towards 
the amount of jahez agreed upon. At night, or rather next morning, 
comes a repast of kachchi food, after whioh the bridegroom’s party 
prepare for return. Before leaving, eaoh of the relatives of the 
bridegroom makes presents of money and ornaments to the bride. 
This is called madwa or mahdekhai , and at the same time all the 
relative^ of the bride meet those of the bridegroom, and each of the 
former makes a present of money when embracing the latter. Attar , 
pdn, etc., are distributed. The party returns to the janwdsa followed 
by the bride’s people, who supply them with provisions for return 
journey. Thus ends the marriage. On the fourth day the ceremony 
of chauthari is performed. In some districts, especially in Patna, the 
bride accompanies the bridegroom to his house, where they jointly 
perform this ceremony. The bridegroom visits all the places of 
family worship. The family gods and all Hindu gods are worshipped, 
who having been invited to be present during the marriage are 
supposed then to take their departure to their respective abodes. 
After this the bride returns to her father’s house. In suoh oases 
the ceremony of duragawan is performed just after the performance 
of the marriage rites. To complete the ceremony of duragawan 9 
whioh means the going of the bride to the house of the bridegroom, 
only the nails of the bride are cut. Conjugal life cannot begin until 
this rite has been performed. In Shahabad and other places the 
bride does not accompany the bridegroom to his house after the 
marriage, and chowthari is performed by each at their respective 
fathers’ houses. In these cases the oeremony of durgaawan is per- 
formed after one, three or five years according to the age of the bride 
and the convenience of the parties. The ritual observed is simple. 
The bridegroom goes with his friends to the bride’s house. No 
mandap is constructed : only a kalsa is placed as in marriage. The 
bride and bridegroom are seated together, the gods and ancestors are 
worshipped, and the bride’s nails are cut. Ghumawan , etc., as in 
marriage, is performed by the women, and the bride sent to the 
bridegroom’s house. On this occasion the bride’s father gives her 
dresses, jewels, bed, bed-olothes, and presents to the bridegroom. 
Henoeforth she lives with her husband and visits her parents when- 
ever she likes. 

Votaries may be found among the Kdyasths of nearly all 
the main Hindu sects— Vaishnava, Saiva, Sakta, Kabirpanthi, 
N&nak-sh&hi, and the like. The worship of Durga and the Saktis 
is believed, however, to be their favourite cult. Chitragupta, 
the mythical anoestor of the caste, is honoured once a year 
Religion. 011 17th Kartik, the festival of the 

0 daw at puja , with offerings of sweetmeats and 

money, and the symbolical worship of pen and ink, the tools of 
the Eiyasth’s trade. For the worship of the greater gods an 

2 f 2 
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generally for religious and oeremonial purposes, the K&yasths employ 
Brahmans, who are received on equal terms by other members of the 
priestly oaste. As regards the oeremony of srdddh, the practice 
of the caste appears to vary. 8ome K&yasths observe it on the 13th, 
some on the 16th, and some on the 29th day after death. The 
final funeral oeremony, known as barki srdddh , is performed at the 
end of a year in the oase of a father, mother, or other ascendant, but 
after three months for the death of a wife. 

Clerioal work is believed to be the original and oharaoter- 
Occuptttion. istio occupation of the oaste, and an illiterate 

K&yasth is looked upon as a creature with 
no proper reason for existing. K&yasth tradition, however, puts 
a very liberal construction on the expression derioal work, and 
includes in it not merely clerkly pursuits of a subordinate 
oharacter, but the entire business of managing the affairs of the 
country in the capacity of dewtm, sarbarahkar , eto., to the ruling 
power. It is doubtless owing in some measure to this connexion 
with former governors that K&yasths are now in possession of 
considerable zemindaris and tenures of substantial value, while 
comparatively few of them are to be found among the lower grades 
of cultivators. In the oourse of the oadastral survey undertaken in 
1886-87 of 235 villages in ohakla Nai, pargana Bissarrah, Mozuffer- 
pur, a statement was drawn up at my suggestion showing the 
caste of the various grades of landholders. The following table 
shows the number of K&yasths in these villages possessing rights in 
connexion with the land and the proportion that number bears in 
each oase to the total of the class of landholders concerned : — 



Number of Percentage on 
K&yasths. total of class. 



Proprietors 

L&lmer&jd&rs 

Thik&dars 

Tenants at fixed rents 
Settled ryots 

Occupancy but not settled ryots 
Non-occupancy ryots 



. ett 


13*3 


* 


4*8 


2 


2*9 


. 63 


3*9 


. 373 


2*2 


8 


6*2 


. 48 


3*0 



These figures oannot of course be taken to represent precisely the 
relations of K&yasths to the land in all districts of Behar, but they 
are of interest as showing the strong position that a caste, having 
in theory no connection whatever with agriculture and affecting to 
despise those of its own members who serve as village accountants, 
has managed to win for itself in the land system of the country. 
There could be no better comment on the numerous proverbial 
sayings current in Behar whioh have for their subject the ounning 
and the acquisitiveness of the Kayasth oaste. 

Notwithstanding the jealousy with whioh their less astute neigh- 
bours regard them, the social position of the Behar K&yasths is un- 
questionably a high one. Popular opinion ranks them next in order 
to the B&bhans and Bajputs, and like these, when they hold land 
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as ryots, they get their homestead free of rent. All Edyasths 
_ . , . . will eat kachchi food that has been cooked 

by a ‘good’ Brahman, that is, by a Brah- 
man who belongs to a respectable sub-oaste, and whose ceremo- 
nial purity has not been affected by serving low people. The 
Amasht and Karan sub-castes will eat kachchi cooked by a B&bhan. 
None of the K&yasth sub-oastes will eat kachchi food prepared by a 
member of another sub-oaste. Sribdstabs, Amashtas, and Karans will 
sometimes eat pakki off the same plate and Bmoke out of the same 
hookah. Ordinarily speaking, Kfiyasths take pakki food from any 
caste from whose hands water can be taken. The Yaishnava mem- 
bers of the oaste abstain from flesh and wine ; but Kdyasths usually 
eat mutton and goat’s flesh, hare, game birds, and are notorious for 
their indulgence in strong drink. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
Edvasths in 1872 and 1881: — 



District. 


1878. 


1881. 


Dmtrict. 


1872. 


1881, 


Patna 

Gya 

Shahabad 

Mozufferpur ... ... „. 

Durbhanga 

8a ran 

Champ&ran 

Monghyr 

Bhagalpur 


28,289 

40,222 

42,407 

} 70,992 

47,686 

24,547 

20,452 

17,170 


29,864 
43,965 
46,994 
C 42,552 
l 45,124 
51,065 
28,411 
23,044 
21,810 


Pnmiah 

Maldah ... ... ... 

SantAl Parganaa ... 

Hazaribatrh 

LohardagA ... 

Singbhmn 

Manbham ... 

Tributary 8tatea 


11,833 

4,601 

5,940 

6,300 

4.061 

611 

7,991 

210 


12,76 

4,656 

7,820 

9,232 

6,690 

998 

6,606 

689 



Kaydt, a synonym for Darzi, 
q.v. 

Kayaty Kdyath , a synonym for 
Kayastha. 

Kechengia, a sept of Chiks 
in Ohota Nagpur. 

KekrA, crab, a sub-sept of the 
M&radi sept of Sant41s. 

Kelatoni, a that or seotion of 
Nepili Br ahmans . 

Keli, a ihar or sept of 
Mangars in Darjiling. 

Kelobo, bee, a totemistio sept 
of Ju&ngs in Orissa. 

Kendi, a tree, a totemistio sept 
of Oraons in Ohota Nagpur. 



Kendw&r, a sept of Rajputs 
inBehar. 

Kenu, fish, a totemistio sept of 
Oraons in Chota Nagpur. 

Keoli, a seotion of the Ba- 
hinnajati sub-oaste of Khat- 
ris in Bengal. 

Keond, fruit, a totemistio sept 
of Oraons in Chota Nagpur. 

Keophasa, a sept of Maghs 
in the Hill Tracts of Chittagong. 

Keora, a flower, a totemistio 
sept of Chiks in Chota Nagpur. 

Keoya, a sept of Tipperahs in 
the Hill Traots of Chittagong. 

Kephuk, a sept of Limbus in 
Darjiling. 
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Ker&, plantain, a totemistio 
sept of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Ker&laba, pumpkin, a totemis- 
tio sept of Judngs in Orissa. 

Kerketa, a bird which makes 
a noise like ‘ ket ket,’ a totemistio 
sept or section of OraoDS, Lohdrs, 
Korwas, Mundas, Dorns, Asuras, 
Chamdrs, Gordits, Kharids, Ma- 
hilis, Turis, and Kharwars in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kerungma, a sept of the 
Pinthar sub-tribe of Limbus in 
Darjiling. 

Kerwar, a sub-sept of the 
Hansda sept of Santdls. 

Kerwdri, a sept of Pators in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kesarari, a section of Pdns in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kesargia, a sept of Kharwdrs 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Kesarid, a totemistio section 
of Kurmis in Chota Nagpur 
and Orissa, the members of which 
will not cut or touch ke&ar grass. 



Kesarkuni, a gain of the Sdn- 
dilya gotra of Rdrhi Brahmans 
in Bengal, to which the Rdjd of 
Nadiya belongs. 

Kesaur, a mul or section of the 
Chhamulia Madhesid sub-caste of 
Halwais in Behar. 

Kesrd, a totemistio sept of 
Pans in Chota Nagpur, who 
are forbidden to eat rahar 
dal. 

Keswdli a section of Godlds 
in the North-Western Prov- 
inces and Behar. 

Ket-Chhutdr, a sub-caste of 
Sutradhars in the Santdl Par- 
ganas. 

Ketugrdmi, a gain of the Sd- 
barna gotra of Bdrendra Brah- 
mans in Bengal. 

Kevala Gaura, a group of 
Gaura Brahmans. 

Kewat, a sub-caste of Mallahs 
in Behar, mostly boatmen and 
fishermen ; a seotion of Ghasis in 
Chota Nagpur. 



Jieto&t, Kioty a fishing and cultivating caste of Behar, also 
. largely engaged in personal service among the 

higher classes of natives. Its origin is uncer- 
tain. Buchanan 1 thought it not improbable that the Kewats of 
Behar and the Kaibarttas of Bengal belonged in the earliest times 
to one aboriginal tribe bearing the name Kewat, and that the 
Sanskrit name Kaibartta might “ have been adopted when Balldl 
Sen raised the tribe to the rank of purity.” Lassen’s remarks on 
these two names have been quoted in the article on Kaibartta , at 
p. 376 above. It will be seen that he differs from the Indian gram- 
marians in holding that Kaivarta has nothing to do with fishing, 
but denotes a person who follows a low occupation, and from 
Buchanan in thinking that Kewat or Kevat , so far from being the 
* barbarous ’ name of an aboriginal tribe, is merely a popular cor- 
ruption of Kakarta. 



1 Eastern India , iii, 530. 
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At the present day the Kewata of Behar are divided into fire 

ri , . . sub-oastes — Ajudhiab&si ; Bahi&wak, Bahiot 

Internal rtructute. ^ Q hjb ; h a r . Q arbb £j t) GorwSit, Or SfigMr J 

JAthot; and MachhuA The AjudhiAbAsi are believed to have 
immigrated in comparatively recent times from Oudh, and are 
engaged solely in cultivation. The BahiAwak sub- caste, called 
GhibihAr or ghi-eater, from a story that one of them onoe ate 
the leavings of his master, also believe that they came from Upper 
India, where they followed the occupation of boatmen and fisher- 
men. In those days it is said the personal servants of the Dar- 
bhanga BAj were Kurmis ; but one of them, named Biru KhawAs, 
who had risen to be a, tahsildar , dealt dishonestly with the RAjA, 
and owing to his treachery all the Kurmis were turned out and 
Kewats from the North-West Provinces established in their places. 
Various titles were conferred upon the Kewats, according to the offices 
whioh they held. Thus the Khawas was the RAjA’s personal servant ; 
the BhandAri had charge of the bhamldr or granary, where rent 
paid in kind was stored ; the DeradAr worked in the kitchen ; the 
KApar looked after the RajA’s olothes; and the KAmat saw to the 
cultivation of his zirdt or private lands. In oourse of time the 
distinction between agriculture and personal service became aooen- 
tuated: the cultivators drew together into the Garbhait sub-caste, 
and the serving class formed the BahiAwak group. The names 
GhibihAr, ‘ghi-eater/ and SAghar, ‘vegetable-eater/ appear to 
inchoate that supposed divergences of praotice in the matter of food 
gave rise to the separation. The BahiAwak Kewats living in and 
About their employers’ houses would necessarily fall under the suspi- 
cion of eating forbidden food, and this would of itself be sufficient to 
eut them off from their cultivating brethren. Those Kewats, on the 
other hand, who adhered to their original profession of boating and 
fishing, formed the nucleus of the Maohhua sub-oaste. 

Infant-marriage is in full force among the Kewats, the marriage- 
able age for boys being ordinarily from five 
Mamago. ten, and for girls from three to ten years 

of age. Curiously, it is deemed less material that the bride- 
groom should be older than the bride than that he should be 
taller . This point is of the first importance, and is ascertained 
by actual measurement. If the boy is shorter than the girl, or 
if his height is exactly the same as hers, it is believed that the 
union of the two would bring ill luck, and the match is at onoe 
broken off. The marriage ceremony corresponds in its main 
features with that described by Mr. Grierson at page 362 of Behar 
Peasant Life . Some points, however, seem to deserve speoial notioe. 
After the first proposal has been made, the bridegroom’s people pay 
a visit to the bride’s house ( ghardekhi ) for the purpose of seeing the 
bride. This is followed by a return visit on the part of the bride’s 
people, known as bardekhi , seeing the bridegroom. Then oomes tilak, 
whioh consists in the bride’s father or guardian going to the bride- 
groom’s house with a present of money, clothes, eto., proportionate 
to the respective rank of the two families. If, for example, a 
BahiAwak Kewat employed in the family of the Maharaja of 
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Darbhanga marries the daughter of a Kewat who serves a man of 
inferior rank, or marries into a family of Kewats who allow their 
women to do menial offices in the houses of their employers, the 
family of higher rank claims and receives a proportionately large 
tilak. Tilak having been paid, a Tirhutia Brahman is called in to 
fix a lucky day for the marriage. On the day before the wedding, 
not five or eight days before, as in the case described by Mr. Grierson, 
the ceremony called kumram or matkoncd is performed by the 
relatives of both bride and bridegroom. The women of each family 
with their female friends go forth singing to a tank outside the 
village. There, after bathing the bride or bridegroom as the case 
may be, the mother or female guardian digs up and brings home 
a clod of earth. From this clod a rude fireplaoe is made, on which 
ghi is burned and paddy parched in honour of the household god 
on the threshold of the kitchen, where he is supposed to dwell. A 
goat is sacrified at the same time. Some of the parched paddy is 
kept to be used in the ceremony of the following day. 

On the wedding day parchhan is performed in the manner 
described by Mr. Grierson. For the bukud urai or dhurchhak ceremony, 
noticed in paragraph 1320 of Behar Peasant Life , the Kewats 
substitute sirhar. The females of the bride’s household, one of 
them bearing on' her head a ghard of water, go in a body to the 
iamcdmd, where the bridegroom’s party are lodged, and assail them 
with abusive songs and personal ridicule. Tnis is kept up until 
one of the bridegroom’s friends comes out and drops some prepared 
betel and some money. Then the women retire ; but one of them, 
usually the wife of one of the brothers of the bride, returns armed 
with a scarf, which she throws round the neck of the bridegroom 
and drags him away to the courtyard of the bride’s house. On his 
arrival mere he is made to walk round the marhwa y scattering on 
the ground the paddy parched in the matkorica ceremony of the 
preceding day. Both parties are then seated under the tnarhwa. 
The family Brahman makes his appearance, and the religious portion 
of the ceremony begins, which need not be described in detail. Sin - 
durddn is believed to be its essential and binding portion. Before, 
however, sin durddn is performed the purohit writes the names of the 
bride and bridegroom and their ancestors up to the third degree on 
two mango leaves, and binds one of these on the wrist of eaoh. 
After sindurddn again there follows a curious rite, called sonch, 
whioh looks as if it were a survival of the primitive form of sindur- 
ddn described in the article on Kurmi. The bridal pair are taken 
into one of the rooms, where two dishes of boiled rice and milk are 
standing ready. A tiny soratoh is then made on the little finger of 
the bridegroom’s right hand and of the bride’s left, and the drops 
ol blood drawn from these are mixed with the food. Each then eats 
the food with which the other’s blood has been mingled. 

Polygamy is permitted only in the event of the first wife 
being barren, and in no case can a man have more than two wives. 
A widow may marry again by the sagai form. She is not obliged 
to marry her late huitoand’s younger brother, but she may do so 
if she pleases, and this arrangement is usually favoured by the 



Digitized by {jOOQie 




457 



KEWAT. 



other members of the family. Divorce is not permitted. Adultery 
within the oaste is atoned for by a penalty fixed by the maryan, 
while an intrigue with an outsider involves instant expulsion. 

In religion the Kewats are orthodox Hindus, who regard 
Bhagavati as their special goddess. They also 
Religion. worship the snake god Bisahari, and some 

members of the caste abstain altogether from killing snakes. Maithil 
Brahmans officiate as their priests, and their gurus are Sannyasi 
ascetics. Among the minor gods, so numerous in Behar, they 
worship Bandi Goraiya, Nar Singh, and Kali with offerings of 
goats, rioe, milk, sweetmeats, and various kinds of cakes. Cocks 
are sacrificed to Bandi alone, but these may not be slain within 
the house, nor may they, like the other articles mentioned, be eatta 
by the worshippers. Sanai Maharaj and Baba Day&l Singh, both 
supposed to De deified Kewats, are also reckoned among their 
gods. 

In point of social standing Kewats occupy much the same 
position as Kurmis, Koiris, Dhanuks, and 
*** other members of the group of castes from 

whom Brahmans can take water and certain kinds of sweet- 
meats. Their own rules as to diet differ little from those of other 
orthodox Hindus, except that Bahiawak Kewats will eat the leav- 
ings of the Brahmans, Rajputs, B&bhans, and Kiyasths whom 
they serve, while Machhua Kewats eat fowls and indulge freely 
in strong dirink. They will take water and sweetmeats, etc., from 
Goalas, Koiris, and Dh&nuks, but will eat kachchi food with no 
other oaste except Arndts of good family. Most cultivating Kewats 
hold the position of raiyats with or without ocoupanoy rights in 
the land whioh they till. Some few have risen to hold small zemin- 
daris, while the poorest members of the cultivating sub-oaste work 
as agricultural labourers. 

It deserves mention that the Kewats, though properly a Behar 

Members of the caste «“f®. Ter / distributed, in Bengal 

domiciled in Eastern Ben- and Onssa. A colony of them, says Dr. Wise, 
s* 1 has for oenturies been settled in the city of 

Dacca, but no traces of them are to be found in the interior of the 
distriot. A tradition still survives that they were brought from 
Behar by the Mahomedan rulers of Eastern Bengal and employed 
as messengers and watchmen. They repudiate the idea of relation- 
ship with the Kaibarttas, although they do not objeot to eat or 
smoke with them. The Dacca Kewats have three subdivisions— Seo 
R6mi, Gauri or Gonrhi, and Dhun Kewat. These names, however, 
must be regarded rather as titles than as the designations of true 
sub-castes, for their members not only eat together, but intermarry 
just as Kewats who happen to bear different titles do in Behar. 
These Kewats are all included in one gotra, K&syapa ; and though 
domiciled in Bengal, are not exduded from caste privileges when on 
a visit to Behar. Owing to association with more orthodox or more 
bigoted people, widow-marriage has been discontinued. In Dacca 
the caste have relinquished fishing, and have generally adopted the 
occupation of fishmongers, although a few are podd&rs or bankers. 
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The Kewat fishmonger usually makes advanoes to the fishermen, 
and finds it more profitable to buy small fish by the basket and 
large ones by weight than to haggle for each day’s catch. The 
Kewat generally brings the supply from the fishing ground himself 
if it is near, but a servant is sent if it is distant. 

Dr. Wise remarks on the strange fact that the Dacca Kewats 
. ... have beoome followers of the Ndnak Shihi 

Their religion. fftith Their ^ the Mahant of the 

Akhara of .that sect in the suburb of Shuj’aatpur ; their purohit a 
Maithil Brahman. The Kantha Brahman performs their funeral 
service, and attends at the srdddha observed fifteen days after 
death ; but he is charged with being extortionate, and with demand- 
ing more than poor Kewat families can afford. 

The great annual festival of the Kewats of Dacca is the 
Festival Nau&mi, or ninth lunar day of Paush (Decern* 

"’ ia ~ ber-January), when every one visits the 

Akh&rii, and after prayers receives Mohan Bhog y a sweetmeat 
specially prepared for the occasion. The Chhath, on the sixth of 
K&rtic, is a great bathing rite observed by Kewats and all Hindu- 
stani castes ; while the Gtanga Pujah, as well as the principal 
Hindu festivals, are kept. Sacrifices, too, are offered at theproper 
seasons to Bura-Buri, the androgynous village deity of Eastern 
Bengal, whose worship has been described at length in the artiole 
on the Chand&ls. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
Kewats in 1872 and 1881 : — 



District. 



Bardwan 
Bank ura ... 

Birbhum 

Hidnapur ... 
Huithli 

Howrah ... . n 

Khulna 

Jeesore 

Murshedabad 
Bajshahye ... ... 

B«gra 

Pabna 

Julpigori 

Dacca 

Tipperah 

Chittagong 

Patna 

Gja 



1872. 


1881. 


District. 


a 


188L 




681 


Shafaabad 




766 


<• »;**t 
l 4»,(M 


• 


1,747 

1,162 


™ { SSSSSS' 




} 62,977 




2,678 


Saran 




46 






1 


Ohamparan 

Monahyr 




2,279 


6,166 




1 




8,101 


2,319 




89 

R3 


Bhagalpur 

Purninh 


* 


64,694 
i 20,067 


86,616 

89,641 




841 


Maldah 






1,119 




2 


8ant41 Parganas ... 




1,212 


638 




12 


Cuttack ». 




67,378 


10,989 





288 


Puri 




27,188 


4,666 




1 


Balasore .. ... 




84,442 


21,311 




26 


Tributary States ... 




81,384 


8,744 




7 


Hasaribagh 


... 


632 


830 




1 


LohardatcS 




678 


1,073 


‘427 


684 


Singbhum 




1,629 


1,471 


298 


22 


M&nbhum 




692 


1,042 






Tributary States ... 




2,660 


9,271 



Khidhnu, a section of the 
S&tmulii Maghaya sub-caste of 
Kandus in Behar. 

Kkadohar, tattooers; also em- 
ployed as vaccinators. 

Khadoli&i Khadotii, a section 
of Godlis in the North-Western 
Provinces and Behar. 



Khadumi&, a section of Qoil&s 
in the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 

Khagaur, a mul or section of 
the Kanaujii sub- caste of Sonars 
in Behar. 

lUtairi, a small caste in 
H&zaribagh who grow vegetables 
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and other crops. They are 
believed to be akin to Kharwars. 

Khaird, a cultivating sub- 
caste of Bagdis in Bengal ; also 
a synonym for KorA 

Khairi, a sub-tribe of Khar- 
wdrs in Palamau. 

KhairwcLI, a section of Godl&s 
in the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 

Khajkalid, a sub-caste of 
Sunris in Behar. 

Khajur&rk, a pur or section of 
S&kadwipi Brahmans in Behar. 

Khajuri, a mul or section 
of the Naomulid or Majraut sub- 
caste of Goalas in Behar. 

Khalang, a section of Kham- 
bus in Darjiling. 

Khalhadi a section of Godlds 
in the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 

Kh&ling, a thar or sept of 
Khambus in Darjiling. 

Khalkho v a seotion of Goraits 
in Chota Nagpur. 



Khalkhoa, a totemistio sept 
of Oraons who may not eat 
fish that have been caught by 
baling water out of a tank or 
pool. 

Khalrihd, a section of the 
Banodhid and Jaiswdr Kalwdrs 
in Behar. 

Kh&lsa, a sub-caste of Kal- 
wdrs in Behar. 

Kham, a synonym for Sherpa 
Bhotia of Nepal. 

Khamapong, the dweller 
under the bar ( Ficus religtosa) 
tree, a sept of the Pheddb sub- 
tribe of Limbus in Darjiling. 

Khdmdru , a synonym for 
Bhuinmdli, q.v. 

Khamba, a sub-tribe of Lep- 
chas in Darjiling. 

Khambe, a sept of Chakmda 
in the Hill Tracts of Chit- 
tagong. 

Khambha, fork of a tree, a 
totemistio sept of Chiks in Chota 
Nagpur. 



Ihambtt, Jimddr , Rdi> one of the fighting tribes of Nepal, 
forming with the Limbu and Yakha the Kiranti group who have 
their original home in the Kirant Des or mountainous country 
lying between the Dud-Kosi and Karki rivers. Like several 
other Nepalese tribes, the Khambu cherish a tradition that they 
came to Nepal from Kdsi or Benares. A mythical ancestor, 
Parubang, is still worshipped as a household deity. Khambus 
marry their daughters as adults, and tolerate sexual license before 
marriage on the understanding, rarely set at defiance, that a 
man shall honourably marry a girl who is pregnant by him. Men 
usually marry between the ages of 15 and 20, and girls between 
M . 12 and 15, but marriage is often deferred in 

amag0 ‘ the case of the former to 25, and of the latter 

to 20. The preliminary negotiations are entered upon by the bride- 
groom’s family, who send an emissary with two cAungas or bamboo 
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vessels of marwa beer and a piece of ham to the bride’s house 
to ask for her hand. If her parents agree, the bridegroom follows 
on an auspicious day about a fortnight later, and pays the standard 
bride-price of Bs. 80. The wedding takes plaoe at night. Its 
essential and binding portion is the payment of one rupee by 
the bridegroom as saimundi or earnest-money to the bride’s father, 
the smearing of vermilion on the bride’s forehead and putting 
a scarf round her neck. The bride-price may be paid in instal- 
ments if the bridegroom’s family cannot afford to pay in a lump. 
A widow is allowed to marry again, but her value is held to 
have deolined by use, and only half the usual bride-price is paid 
for her if she is young, and only a quarter if she has passed her first 
youth. Divoroe is permitted for adultery ; the adulterer must pay 
to the husband the full amount that the woman originally cost, 
and he can then marry her. In actual practioe the marriage bond 
is very readily broken among the Khambus and among many 
other of the Nepalese tribes. Women are faithful to the men they 
live with while they live with them, and seoret adultery is 
believed to be rare, but they think very little of running away with 
any man of their own or a cognate tribe who takes their fancy ; 
and the state of things whioh prevails approaches olosely to the ideal 
regime of temporary unions advocated by would-be marriage reform- 
ers in Europe. 

By religion Khambus are Hindus, but they have no Brahmans, 
and men of their own tribe, called Hom6 f 
hglon ‘ corresponding olosely to the Bijuds employed 
by the Tibetans, serve them as priests. Their special god is the 
anoestral deity Pdrubang, who is worshipped in the months of March 
and November with the sacrifice of a pig and offerings of incense and 
marwa beer. Him they regard as a ghardevataor household deity, 
and he is held in greater honour than the unmistakeably Hindu 
divinity Devi to whom buffaloes, goats, fowls and pigeons are 
occasionally sacrificed. Another of their minor gods, ISidha, is 
honoured with offerings of dhuba grass and milk. His origin is 
uncertain; but it seems to me possible that the name may be a 
survival of the stage of Buddhism through whioh the Khambus, like 
many other Nepalese castes, have probably passed. 

The practice of the Khambus in respeot to disposing of the 
dead varies greatly, and appears to depend 
* unew mainly on the discretion of the Hom6 called 

in to supervise the operation. Both burial and cremation are resorted 
to on ocoasion, and the mourners sometimes content themselves with 
simply throwing the body into the nearest river. A sraddh 
ceremony of a somewhat simple character is performed once for the 
benefit of the deoeased in the next world, and to prevent him from 
coming back to trouble the living. Land-owning and cultivation 
are believed by the Khambus to be their original and characteristic 
occupation, but a oertain number of them adopt 
ccupa on * military Service and enter Gurkha regiments 
under the title of Rai. A Khambu if asked to what oaste he 
belongs will usually reply Jimddr (a corruption of zamind&r) or 
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Eai-Jimddr. A few Khambus have also taken to weaving. Their 
social status, so far as Nepal is concerned, is best marked by the 
statement that they belong to the Kiranti group, and are reoognised 
as equals by the Limbus and Takhas. In the matter of food they 
are less partioular than the Hindus of the plains, for they eat pork 
and the domestic fowl, and indulge freely in strong drink. 



Kh&midi a title of Mils. 

Kh&mtA, a section of Goilis 
in the North-Western Prov- 
inces and Behar. 

Kh&mth&k, a sept of Limbus 
in Daijiling. 

Kh&n, a title of Rajputs and a 
section of Sunris in Behar; a 
title of the Desa sub-caste of 
Gandhabaniks', of Nipits and of 
Bagdis in Bengal; a section 



of the Biyihut and Kharidihi 
Kalwirs ; a title of Thirus and 
Karangis. 

Khana, a title of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

KhanAI, a that or section of 
Nepali Brahmans. 

Khandabati, a gdin of the 
Sibama gotra of Birendra Brah- 
mans in BengaL 



Khanddyat , a swordsman, from Uriyi hhandi , * a 
. . . . sword,’ the generio title of the feudal militia of 

tuna o origin. Qrigga^ the leading members of which claim to 

be descended from a band of pure Kshatriyas who came in as 
conquerors from Northern India. A good observer writes, of them 
as follows: — “Although a numerous and well-defined body, the 
Khandiits do not appear to be really a distinct caste. The ancient 
R&jis of Orissa kept up large armies, and partitioned the lands on 
strictly military tenures. These armies consisted of various castes 
and raoes, the upper ranks being offioered by men of good Aryan 
desoent, while the lower ones were recruited from the low castes 
alike of the hills and the plains. On the establishment of a well- 
defined caste system such troops took their caste from their 
occupation, and correspond to the military class in the fourfold 
division in Northern India ; but with this difference, that in Northern 
India the military class consists of an ethnical entity, whereas in 
Orissa the Khandiits exhibit every variety of type, from the high 
Aryan of good social position to the semi-aboriginal mongrel taken 
from the dregs of the people.” In this passage, taken from the 
Statistical Account of Balmre District , Mr. Beames appears to regard 
the Khand&its as a heterogeneous group, made up at the one end of 
Aryan immigrants from IJpper India and at the other of reoruits 
from a number of indigenous non- Aryan tribes. 

The data now available enable us to carry the analysis a step 
further, and to show that the Khandiit caste is for the most part, if 
not entirely, composed of Bhuiyis of the southern tribe, whose true 
affinities have been disguised under a functional name, while their 
customs, their religion, and in some cases even their complexion and 
features, have been modified by long contact with Hindus of 
relatively pure Aryan descent The evidence for this view consists 
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of the following facts first, that the Khand&its of the Chota 
Nagpur Division, who say that they immigrated from Orissa some 
twenty generations ago, and many of whom still speak Uriya, 
regulate their marriages by the totemistio sections characteristic of 
the Southern Bhuiy&s, and call themselves Bhuiy&-P£iks ; secondly, 
that among the numerous titles of the Khand&its in Orissa we find the 
very singular names Uttar, Dakhin, and Paschim-KapSt, which are 
assumed by the Bhuiyds of Singbhum ; thirdly, that as late as 1825 1 
the term Bhuiyd was current as a synonym for Khand&it even in 
Orissa, where it now seems to have fallen into disuse. 

The sub-castes and sections of both Orissa and Chota Nagpur 
Khand&its, so far as I have been able to ascer- 
Internal structure. ^ are shown in Appendix I. The 

relations of the subdivisions of the Bar-gohri sub-oaste are rather 
intricate. Members of all four groups may intermarry, but the 
women of the Pdnchsaugharid and Pandrasaugharid subdivisions, 
if married to men of the Dasgharid or Pdnchgharid dasses, are 
supposed to be to a certain extent degraded, and members of their 
own groups will not take food from their hands. So also the 
Das and Pdnch-gharid will eat food cooked by the Panchsau 
and Pandrasau-gharid, but the latter will not return the oompli- 
ment. The Panchsau, again, will take boiled rice, eto., from the 
Pandrasau-gharici, but only the unmarried men of the former 
class are deemed pure enough to prepare food of this kind for 
members of the latter class. The whole of the Bar-gohri sub-caste 
profess to maintain a high standard of ceremonial propriety, and 
will on no account intermarry with the Chhot-ghori, who eat fowls 
and indulge in strong drink like their non- Aryan neighbours. The 
Orissa sub-castes seem to be based on the sooial difference between 
the Mahandik or Sresta Khanddits holding large jagir tenures, who 
represent the officers of the ancient feudal militia, and the rank and 
file of that body who now bear the name of Chdsd-Khanddit, 
Orh-Khanddit, or Khanddit-Pdik, and occupy the lower position of 
village chaukidars and ordinary cultivators. Intermarriage between 
the two groups, though not absolutely forbidden, occurs very rarely, 
and they may properly be regarded sub-oastes. The latter class still 
retain totemistio seotions of the same type as are found among the 
Khandaits of Chota Nagpur, while the former have borrowed the 
Brahmanical gotras. In all cases the rule of exogamy extends only 
to a man’s own section, and is supplemented by a table of prohibited 
degrees closely corresponding to that given in the article on the 
Rautias. The Chasa or Orh-Khanddit sub-oaste admit into their 
own ranks members of the Chdsd caste, but this appears to be effected 
simply by intermarriage, and not to form the occasion of any special 
C6r8ID0Dy« 

The m^u body of Khandaits marry their daughters after they 
are grown up, and the practioe of infant- 
Marmge. marriage is confined to those landholding 

families who pretend to be Rajputs and affeot strict conformity 
with orthodox usage. E ven among these, however, special care is 

1 Stirling, Account of Orissa , p. 60. 






Digitized by ^.oosle 



463 



KHA1HMIT. 



taken to guard against premature consummation, and the husband 
is not allowed to take his wife home until she has attained the age 
of puberty. The ceremony is supposed to be in the PrAjApatya 
form, referred to by Mann. The essential portions of the ritual are 
hdtgaultri, or binding the hands of bride and bridegroom together 
with kusa grass, and ganthiydn , or knotting their clothes. Polygamy 
is permitted, and in theory at least there is no restriction on the 
number of wires a man may hare. This luxury, however, is sparingly 
indulged in even by the wealthier members of the caste, and in 
praotioe few KhandAits take a second wife unless the first is barren 
or suffers from an incurable disease. In Chota Nagpur widows 
may marry again, and are bound by no conditions in their choice 
of a second husband, except that they must avoid the prohibited 
degrees binding upon them before marriage, and that they cannot 
marry elder brothers or elder cousins of their first husband. Marriage 
with the first husband’s younger brother or younger oousin is allowed 
and is deemed a very proper arrangement on the ground of family 
convenience. In Orissa the Sresta Khandaits forbid widow-marriage * 
in other sub-castes it is allowed on the same terms as in Chota 
Nagpur. Divoroe may be decreed by the panohAyat on the application 
of the husband if a woman is oonvicted of unchastity, persistent 
disobedienoe, or serious misconduct. In suoh oases the divorced wife 
generally gets alimony for a year ; but the more orthodox hold 
that she is only entitled to the jewels and property whioh she 
brought with her at marriage. All sub-castes except the Sresta 
KhandAits of Orissa allow a divoroed wife to marry again by the 
aagai ritual. 3 



The majority of Khandaits follow the tenets of the Yaishnava 
Religion. eeot > “d comparatively few SAktas or Saivas 

are met with among them. Their religious 
observances present no features of speoial interest. In Orissa the 
SAsam Brahmans, who serve them as priests, are reoeived on equal 
terms by other members of the sacred order, and are deemed 
sooially superior to the Sebak or Panda Brahmans, who minin^r t© 
the spiritual necessities of the ChAsA caste. Among minor eods 
Gramdevati in Orissa, and in Chota Nagpur the unmistakably 
aboriginal deity Bar PahAr, corresponding to the Marang-Buru or 
peat mountain of the Mundas and Santals, are worshipped by the 
head of each household with offerings of goats, sweetmeats, and 
frmt, which are afterwards divided among the members of the family, 
lhe Unssa KhandAits profess great reverence for the sword as the 
symbol of their rank, and at the Dasahara festival the family weapons 
are solemnly oleaned and worshipped by laying flowers and limit 
before them. This practice, however, seems to be merely a reflex of 

the common H “ du which leads every artificer to worship the 

tools of his craft and oannot be regarded as of itself giving any 
due to the tribal affinities of the oaste. As a rule KhandAitf bum 
their dead and perform a sriddh ceremony of the orthodox pattern 
on the eleventh day after death. * 

In the social system of Orissa the Sresta KhantfAits rank next to 
Social status. ■ e -Rajputs, who are comparatively few in 
number and have not the iutimate connexion 



Digitized by LjOOQLe 




KHANDJlET. 



464 



with the land which has helped to raise the Khanddits to their 
present position. A Sresta Khanddit assumes the sacred thread 
at the time of his marriage, a practice not uncommon among castes 
of dubious origin, who are pressing to be oounted among the number 
of the twice-born. The Chdsd Khanddits do not wear the thread, 
but Brahmans will take water from their hands, and they occa- 
sionally intermarry with the Karan caste. Khanddits themselves 
will take cooked food only from their own Brahmans, whose leavings 
also they will eat. Sweetmeats and water may be given to them by 
Chdsds, Gor-Godlds, and Karans. In Chota Nagpur Kanaujid 
Brahmans take water from Bar-Gohri Khdndaits, but not from the 
Ohhot-Gohri, who eat fowls, indulge freely in spirituous liquors, and 
generally order their lives in a fashion entirely inconsistent with the 
Hindu standard of ceremonial purity. Their traditions aver that 
shortly after their immigration from Orissa they were in possession 
of eight forts (ath garh ) at Biru, Bdsia, Belsidn, Dimba, Gorra, 
Lachrd, Lodhma, and Sonpur, and it is oertain that at one time 
entire parganas in Chota Nagpur were held by Khanddits on 
terms of military service. These, however, 
u potion. passed out of their hands as the country settled 
down under British rule, and at the present day very few families 
retain tenures of any substantial value. The Orissa Khanddits 
seem to have held their ground more firmly ; and it may be that 
our settlement of the land revenue, by recording the rights of all 
persons connected with the land, has enabled them to resist the 
modem tendency towards the resumption of ancient service grants. 
However this may be, the leading families of the caste still hold 
estates and rent-free tenures directly under Government, while the 
rank and file are occupancy raiyats or have small tenures in pay- 
ment for their services as headmen (sarbarahk&rs) or watohmen 
(< chaukiddrs ) of villages ; others, again, are occupancy or non-ocou- 
pancy raiyats and landless day-labourers. Khanddits who wear a 
sword and do not cultivate with their own hands consider themselves 
superior to those who are working agriculturists ; but this 
distinction does not seem to coincide exactly with the existing 
division into sub-castes. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
the Khanddits in 1872 and 1881. In Bengal Proper the figures 
for Ghatwdls are included in the former year : — 



District. 


1872. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Bardwan 

Bankura 

Birthum 

Midnapur 

Hughli 

Howrah 

24- Parganas ... 

Nadiya 

Khulna 

Jessore ••• 

Murahedabad ... 
Dinajpur 
Bajshabye 


SSI 

8 

184 

787 

} 8 
1,840 

8 

1,646 

36 

209 


23 

9 

1,239 
( 63 

1 132 

1,107 
14 
6 

1 


Bogra 

Pabna ... 

Dacca 

Maimanainh 

Chittagong 

Mai dan 

Cuttack ... 

Puri 

Balasnre 

Tributary Btates 

LohardagA 

Singbhum 

Tributary States ... 


336 

1,910 

11 

883 

3 

828 

268,808 

7,847 

185,965 

54,374 

822 

2,256 

84 


343,596 

34,292 

184,773 

80,341 

3,714 

505 

800 
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Khanddit-Paik, a sub-caste of, 
and a synonym for, Khanddits in 
the Orissa Tributary States. 

Khandania, a sept of Mun- 
das in Chota Nagpur. 

Khanddyaty a synonym for 
Khanddit. 

Khandelvdla, a group of the 
Sanddhya sub- caste of Gaura 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Khandiwdr, a sub-caste of 
Bais Baniyds in Behar. 

Khandsap, a pur or section of 
Sdkadwipi Brahmans in Behar. 

Khanduar* a seotion of Godlds 
in Behar. 

Khandwal, a sub-caste of 
Godlds in Singbhum. 

Khangar, a section of Mahilis 
in Western Bengal. 

Khangar-Munda, a sub-tribe 
of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Khangbha, a thar or sept of 
Gurungs in Darjiling. 

Khangor, a synonym for 
Khan jar. 

Khdni Khor, a section of 
Murmis in Daijiling. 

a small caste in Be- 
har whose women practise pros- 
titution. 

Khdnndi a sept of Rajputs and 
a section of the Chdrjdti sub- 
oaste of Khatris in Behar. 

Khdnrsimrid, a mul or 
section of the Naomulid or Maj- 
raut sub-caste of Godlds in Behar. 

Khantwdr, a pur or seotion of 
Sdkadwipi Brahmans in Behar. 

Khdpangi, a thar or sept of 
Mangars in Darjiling, 

Khapariyd, a sub-caste of 
Dhdnuks in Behar. 

Khaprdhd, a section of the 
Biydhut and Kharidahd Kal- 
wars in Behar. 



Khaptari, a thar or sept of Gur- 
ungs and Mangars in Darjiling. 

Khapu, a bird, a totemistio sept 
of Kharwdrs in Chota Nagpur. 

Khard, a hypergamous group 
of Karans in Orissa. 

lUtardbi (. Kharady a lathe)* 
the caste of turners in Behar 
chiefly employed in making and 
painting legs of bedsteads and 
toys. 

Kharait, a title of Sadgops in 
Bengal. 

Khard it, a mul or section 
of the Maghdya sub-caste of 
Bar his in Behar. 

Kharak, sword, a totemistio seo- 
tion of Rautids in Chota Nagpur. 

Kharakwdr, a territorial seo- 
tion of Rajwdrs and Rautids in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Khardont, a sub-oaste of 
Nunids in Behar. 

Kharaunre-Bhaur, a mul of 
the Sdndil section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Kharaunre-Khutti, a mul of 
the Sdndil seotion of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Kharaunre-Gurdi, a mul of 
the Sdndil seotion of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Kharaunre-Ekmd, a mul of 
the Sdndil seotion of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Kharbahid, a sept of Rajputs 
in Behar. 

Kharchwdr, a sub-oaste of 
Kurmis in Behar. 

Khardaha, a mel or hyper- 
gamous sub-group of Rdrhi Brah- 
mans in Bengal. 

. Khare, an endogamous divi- 
sion of the Sribdstab sub-caste 
of Kdyasths in Behar. 
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KMrg&» a section of Sunris in 
Behar. 

xp of Mag- 



Kharid, blade of grass, a totem- 
istio section of Bautias in Chota 
Nagpur, A sub-caste of Bhan- 
ddris in Orissa. 



Khargpur, a zn 
haiya Telis in Beha 

Jthattt, a Dravidian cultivating tribe of Chota Nagpur, 
_ . . . classed on linguistio grounds as Kolarian. In 

ns origin, physique the settled members of the tribe 
resemble the Mundas, but nave rather coarser features and a figure 
not so well proportioned. One of their traditions alleges that they 
succeeded the Oraons as settlers in the country between Rohtas- 
garh and Patna, while another says that their original home was 
in Moharbhanj, of which State they and the Purdns were the 
first inhabitants, being bom there from a pea-fowl’s egg, — the 
Purina from the white, the Kharids from the shell, and the family 
of the chief (Bhanj) from the yolk. Thence they made their 
way up the valley of the Koel into the south-western corner 
of the Lohardagd distriot, where we now find them massed in 
tolerably large communities. Colonel Dalton endeavours to reconcile 
these conflicting accounts, but with no great success. In truth, legends 
of this kind are for the most part a highly unprofitable study. As 
often as not they refer to some recent migration of a comparatively 
small section of the tribe, and it is hopeless to expect that they should 
oontain the clue to any really anoient history. Barbarous people 
like the Kharids have no means of handing down a statement of fact 
for any length of time. Writing is unknown to them, their language 
is rapidly dying out, and they have no form of poetry or modulated 
prose suited to the preservation of the early traditions of their race. 

The Kharids of Lohardagd are divided into four sub-tribes 
Dhilki-Kharia, Dud-Kharid, Erengd-Kharid, and Munda-Kharid. 
The Dud-Kharid affect a leaning towards Hinduism, and do not eat 
beef. The Munda-Kharid are supposed to be the offspring of an 
, . intrigue with a Munda woman. This state- 

ure * ment is in accordance with the hypergamous 
relations which subsist between the two tribes. Kharids speak 
of the Mundas as their elder brethren, and Kharid women are 
sometimes taken as wives by the Mundas, who, however, will on 
no acoount give their girls in marriage to the Kharids. The 
septs of the tribe are shown in Appendix I. All of them are 
totemistio, but I am informed that the usual rule making the totem 
taboo is not now very generally observed. It must, however, at one 
time have been in force, for a sept of wild Kharids whom Mr. Ball 
observed on the Dalma range in Manbhum had the sheep for their 
totem, and were not allowed to eat mutton, or even to use a woollen 
rug. Exogamy is regularly practised, and a man may not marry 
a woman of his own sept. Beyond the circle defined by the 
sept name, the ideas of the Kharids on the subject of consanguineous 
marriages are said to be lax, and on the maternal side they appear 
to oontent themselves with forbidding a man to marry his aunts, his 
nieces, and his first cousins. Girls are usually 
jaamag0 * married after they have attained puberty, and 

sexual intercourse before marriage is tacitly tolerated. Of late 
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years the richer members of the tribe have adopted the Hindu 
fashion of infant-marriage. The preliminary negotiations for a 
marriage are carried on by the parents, and a bride-price ( mkmur ) 
of from one to ten head of cattle must be paid before the day 
can be fixed. This must be some time in M&gh (January- 
February), as Khari&s can only marry during that month. On 
the day before the wedding the bride’s family esoort her to the 
bridegroom’s house, great care being taken that she does not put her 
foot into a running stream on the way. The bridal party establish 
themselves under a tree, where a place has been prepared for them. 
There they are met by the bridegroom’s party, each side being provided 
with an earthen jar of water wreathed round with ears of rice 
and crowned with a lighted lamp. The rest of the day is spent in 
feasting and in songs and dances, all bearing 1 “more direotiy than 
delicately on what is evidently considered the main object of the 
festivities — the publio recognition of the consummation of the 
marriage.” Early next morning the bride and bridegroom are 
anointed with oil and taken to bathe. Five bundles of straw are then 
spread on the ground, and the yoke (judr) of a plough laid upon them. 
The bride and bridegroom stand facing eaoh other on the yoke, and 
the bridegroom smears vermilion on the bride’s forehead and the 
parting of her hair, while she makes a small roupd spot of the same 
colour on his forehead. This completes the marriage, and the 
whole party sit down under a tree to feast at the expense of 
the bridegroom. While the feast is going on the bride is brought 
before the company and is made to wash a doth in hot water, in 
token, apparently, of her willingness to do any form of household 
work. After this she is finally handed over to the bridegroom. If 
the full bride-price has been paid, the bride’s father is expected 
to provide his daughter with a trousseau of seven pieces of doth, 
and to give one ox to his son-in-law within a month after marriage. 

A widow may marry again by the sagai form, which consists 
of the bridegroom presenting her with a new doth. If her husband 
leaves a brother younger than himself, the widow is expected to 
marry him, but is not compelled to do so. It may indeed be inferred, 
from the fact that one head of cattle is the customary bride-prioe 
for a widow, that she frequently does marry outside of her late 
husband’s family. Divorce is permitted on the groimd of adultery, 
in which case the wife’s family are required to give back the cattle 
which they received as the bride-price. A divorced woman may 
marry again, and her customary market value is stated to be two 
head of cattle. 

The Dud-Kharias profess to be guided in matters of inheri- 
tance and succession by the principles of the 
Mit&kshard. This, however, is mere pretenoe, 
for they, like the rest of the tribe, follow a customary law of their 
own, administered by a panohayat or council of elders, at which the 
tribal priest usually presides. The chief features of Eharid oustom, 
so far as I have been able to ascertain them, may be summarised 



Inheritance. 



1 Dalton, Ethnology of Bengal , p. 160. 
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as follows. Sons inherit to the exclusion of all other heirs; but 
the eldest son gets two shares more than any of his brothers, and 
on him is supposed to rest the obligation of providing for the main- 
tenance of the daughters. In dividing property a distinction is 
drawn between sons by a bihai wife, married by the full oeremony, 
and sons by a sagai wife, who may have been a widow or a divorced 
woman. Thus, supposing a man dies leaving two sons by a bihai 
and two by a sagai wife, and the property to be divided oonsists of 
sixteen kanicas of rice land, the land would be divided into two 
lots, one containing twelve kanwas and the other four. The elder 
of the two bihai sons would get seven kanwas , and the younger five 
kanwas ; while the sagai sons would get two kanwas apieoe. Brother^ 
and unoles exclude widows and daughters. 

The religion of the Kharids may be defined as a mixture of 
. animism and nature-worship, in whioh the 

Uglon ‘ former element on the whole predominates. 

As the nominal head of their system we find Bar Pahar, to whom 
buffaloes, rams, and cooks are offered at uncertain intervals. He 
seems to be a faineant sort of deity, who brings neither good nor 
ill-fortune to men, and is not in charge of any special depart- 
ment of human affairs. He has no Kharid name, and it is possible 
that the practice of worshipping him may have been borrowed 
from the Mundas and Oraons. The working deities of the Kharid 
pantheon are the following : — (1) Dorho Du bo, who delights in 
muddy places and takes care of the darhis or springs of water, 
which are a notable feature in the Lohardagd district. Pigs, 
goats, and red fowls are the offerings set apart for him. (2) Nasdn 
Dubo, the god of destruction, who scatters death and disease abroad, 
and must be propitiated with sacrifices of five chickens. (3) Giring 
Dubo, the sun, whom Colonel Dalton mentions under the name of 
Bero, adding that “ every head of a family should during his life- 
time make not less than five saorifioes to this divinity ; the first of 
fowls, the second of a pig, third of a white goat, fourth of a ram, 
and fifth of a buffalo. He is then considered sufficiently propitiated 
for this generation, and regarded as an ungrateful god if he does 
not behave handsomely to his votary. In praying to Bero they 
address him as ‘ Parameswar , 9 the Hindi word for God. The Ho 
term * Sing bonga’ they do not know. The sacrifices are always made 
in front of an ant hill, which is used as an altar. This peouliar 
mode of sacrificing has fallen into desuetude among the Hos and 
Mundas ; but on my making some enquiries on the subject from old 
men of those tribes, I was informed that it was orthodox, though not 
now generally practised.” 1 (4) Jyolo Dubo, the moon — offering, a 
blackcock. (5) P&t Dubo, a god who loves rocky places — offering, a 
grey goat or reddish-brown fowls. (6) Donga D&rh£, a hill god — 
offering, a white goat. (7) Mahad&n, another hill god, to whom rams 
are sacrificed. (8) Gumi, the god who lives in the Sarna or sacred grove, 
which serves as temple for most of the aboriginal deities — offering, 
a sow. (9) Agin Darh^, the protector of the rioe crop— offering, a 
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white goat. (10) Kara Sarnd, the god of cattle-disease, to whom 
buffaloes are sacrificed on the ocoasion of an outbreak. 

Kharids have not yet attained to the dignity of employing 
Brahmans for religious and ceremonial purposes, but have priests 
of their own, called Kdlo, whose office is usually hereditary. They 
also avail themselves of the services of the village Pahan, who 
is usually a Munda or an Oraon. In their 
iner&iB. funeral rites they observe a curious distinc- 

tion: the bodies of married people are burned, while persons who 
die unmarried are buried. When cremation is resorted to, the 
bones and ashes of the dead are put into a new earthen vessel with 
some parched rice and thrown into the deepest pool of a river, or, 
should there be no river near, into a rocky chasm or a tank in the 
bhuinhdri village of the deoeased, that is to say, the village in which 
he ranks among the descendants of the original olearers. If this village 
cannot be traced, the ashes may be thrown into any tank that is near, 
only in that case a feast must be given to the bhuinhdrs of the village, 
and a sidha of rice presented to the landlord. The relations and 
friends of the deceased are entertained at a feast, and a tall slab of 
unhewn stone is set up near his house, before which daily obla- 
tions are supposed to be offered in order to appease his spirit and 
avert the danger of his returning to trouble the living. 

The settled Kharias are fair cultivators, and in the south-west 
of Lohardaga, where they are fairly numerous, 
many of them claim to be bhuinhdrs , holders of 
korkar tenures, and occupancy raiyats. In other parts of the 
district they are mostly tenants-at-will and farm-labourers. The 
wild Kharids who frequent the Dalmd range iu Manbhum and 
the forest-clad hills of Gangpur and other Tributary States know 
no other mode of agriculture than the barbarous jhum or dahd 
system, which consists in burning down a patch of jungle and 
sowing bajrd, biri, or kodo in the ashes between the stumps of the 
trees. They are said to be not over-fastidious feeders, eating 
monkeys and various kinds of small animals and cattle which have 
been killed by wild beasts or have died from disease. The settled 
Kharids have much the same notions as the Mundas on the subject, 
but the Dud-Kharid sub-tribe, as has been mentioned above, profess 
to abstain from beef, and eat kachchi only with men of their own 
tribe. “ Some Kharids,” says Colonel Dalton, “ profess to be intensely 
exclusive in regard to oooking and eating. This characteristic 
I found most developed in villages of Chota Nagpur, where Kharids 
were associated with Oraons under Brahman proprietors ; and it is 
a oommon saying in that part of the country that every Kharid must 
have his hariah , i.s., oooking pot. He may not allow even his wife 
to cook for him, and if a stranger enters a house in which he keeps 
his earthen drinking and oooking vessels and water pots, every 
vessel is polluted, and the whole are destroyod or thrown away. 
This class of Kharids are specially filthy in their habits, and it is not 
improbable that Hindus may have been more than ordinarily harsh 
in excluding them from their kitchens and inner apartments, and 
that the Kharids retaliate by outcasting everybody.” 
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The foregoing paragraphs treat for the most part only of the 
settled agricultural Kharids of the Lohardagd 
, 8ft&tm district, a people who are respectably dressed, 
comfortably housed, and well supplied with wholesome food. Some 
of them hold landed tenures of appreciable value, and there 
are signs of a tendency among them towards the adoption of 
Hinduism — a step whioh, whenever taken, will speedily obliterate 
all traces of primitive usage. Even now there is little left to 
show that they come of the same stook as the wild Kharids 
who inhabit the crests of the highest ranges in Manbhum, Sing- 
bhum, and the Tributary States of Chota Nagpur and Orissa, and 
are shunned even by the Hos and Bhumij on account of their 
reputation as wizards. These wandering savages, like the Birhors of 
Hazaribagh and Palamau, who Colonel Dalton supposes may belong 
to the same tribe, are now believed to be rapidly dying out, and 
very few Europeans have had the opportunity of seeing them in 
their homes. No apology therefore is needed for quoting 
Mr. V. Ball’s description of the Kharids whom he met with on the 
Dalmd ran ge in Manbhum during tbe oold weather of 1866-67 1 : — 

“The Khari&s show a marked dislike for civilization, constantly 
leaving places where they have any reason for 
o an um. BU pp 0 sing that they are overlooked. Their 
houses, generally not more than two or three together, are situated 
on the sides or tops of the highest hills ; they stand in small clear- 
ances, a wretched crop of bajrd being sown between the fallen and 
charred trunks of trees. 

“ Close to the south boundary of Manbhum there are a suc- 
cession of hill ranges, of which Dalm& (3,407 feet), the rival of P&ras- 
n&th, is the highest point. On this hill I saw three or four neat 
little Kharid cottages, made of wattled bamboo, which, together with 
the small standing crop, had for no apparent reason been deserted. 
Further west, just outside the boundary of Manbhum, on a plateau 
formed of trap, where there was a good water-supply, the small 
Kharid villages had assumed a somewhat permanent appearanoe. 
Occasionally Kharid cottages are to be seen on the outskirts of 
villages, but this is a departure from what is one of the most charac- 
teristic customs of the race. 

“ The first Kharids I met with were enoamped in the jungle at 
the foot of some hills. The hut was rudely made of a few sdl 
branohes, its oooupants being one man, an old and two young women, 
besides three or four children. At the time of my visit they were 
taking their morning meal ; and as they regarded my presence with 
the utmost indifference, without even turning round or ceasing from 
their occupations, I remained for some time watching them. They 
had evidently recently captured some small animal, but what it was, 
as they had already eaten the skin, I could not ascertain. As I 
looked on, the old woman distributed to the others, on plates of sal 
leaves, what appeared to be the entrails of the animal, and, wrapping 



1 Jangle Life in India , p. 89 ff. 
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up her own portion between a couple of leaves, threw it on the fire 
in order to give it a very primitive cooking. With regard to their 
ordinary food, the Khariis chiefly depend upon the jungle for a 
supply of fruits, leaves, and roots. 1 got them to collect for me 
specimens of the principal species they used.” The list of edible 
plants will be found in full in the Statistical Account of Hazarib&gh 
(vol. xvi). Besides these, however, the Kharids eat rice, which 
they obtain in the villages in exchange for several jungle products, 
such as honey, lac, dhund , tasar cocoons, sdl leaves, and bundles of 
bamboo slips, called khurki , wherewith the leaves are stitched into 
plates. That the rice which they thus obtain, though small in 
quantity, is an important element in their daily food, seems apparent 
from the fact that a large number of them are said to have died in 
the famine. I can only explain this by supposing that they lost 
heart on being deprived of what had been a regular souroe of supply, 
and failed to exert themselves in the collection of an extra quantity 
of roots. An explanation somewhat similar to this was given to me 
by a Sant&l, who said, speaking of his own race, that those who under- 
went the labour of searching the jungles escaped, while those who 
sat in their houses wishing for better times died. The roots are dug 
up with considerable labour from the rocky ground, by means of an 
instrument called khunti — an iron spike firmly fixed in a wooden 
handle. The point of this, as it is natural it should be, frequently 
becomes blunted. To avoid the necessity of taking it to be sharpened, 
perhaps half a dozen miles to the nearest K&m&r, the Khari&s have 
invented for themselves a forge, the blast of which is produced by 
a pair of bellows of the most primitive construction. They consist 
of a pair of conical caps about eighteen inches high, which are made 
of leaves stitched together with grass. These are firmly fixed down 
upon the hollows in the ground, whence a pair of bamboo nozzles 
conveys the blast produced by alternate and sudden elevations and 
depressions of the caps to a heap of ignited oharooal. In this the iron 
spikes are heated until they become sufficiently soft to be hammered 
to a point bya stone used as a hammer on a stone anvil. 

“ The Khari&s never make iron themselves, but are altogether 
dependent on the neighbouring b&z&rs for their supplies. Had they 
at any period possessed a knowledge of the art of making iron, 
conservative of their customs as such races are, it is scarcely likelv that 
they would have forgotten it. It is therefore not unreasonable to 
suppose that there was a period anterior to the advent of the Hindus 
when iron was quite unknown to them, — when, owing to the absence 
of cultivation in the plains, they were even more dependent on the 
supply of jungle food than they are at present. In those times their 
axes and their implements for grubbing up roots were in all 
probability made of stone, and their arrows had tips made of the 
same material. 

“ In their persons the Khari&s are very dirty, seldom, if ever, 
washing themselves. Their features are decidedly of a low character, 
not unlike the Bhumij, but there seemed to me w be an absence of 
any strongly-marked type in their faces or build, such as enables one 
to know a SantAl, and even a Kurmi, at a glance.” 
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The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
KhariAs in 1872 and 1881 : — 



District. 


1872. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Bardwan 


1,928 




Rangpur ... 




721 


Bankura 


17,936 


811 


Darjiling 




26 


Birbhum 


231 




Tributary States, Orissa 


3,948 


8,404 


Midnapur 


2,399 


3,343 


H&xaribagh 




78 


Hughli 


1 1«A 


f 1 


Lohardagi 


21,019 


4,616 


Howrah 


; 1» 


l 1,274 


Singbhum 


1,463 


884 


24-Parganas 


7 


2 


M&nbhum 


2,298 


2 431 


Nadiya 


1 





Tributary States 


1,618 


28,074 


Morsbedabad 




4 









Kharid-Munda, a sub-tribe of 
Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Kharid-Oraon, a sub-tribe of 
Oraons in Chota Nagpur. 

Khari&r, a section of Mahi- 
lis in Western Bengal. 

Khari&t, a sub-caste of Binds 
in Behar. 

Kharid&hd, a sub-caste of 
Kalwdrs in Behar. 

Kharihi, a title of Go&l&s 
in Behar. 

Kharip&r&, a sub-oaste of Su- 
tradhars in Western Bengal. 

Kharkdb^yu, a section of 
K&mis in Darjiling. 



Kharn&ke ke rdut, a section 
of the Biy&hut and Kharid&hA 
Kalwdrs in Behar. 

Kharnii, a section of Godlds 
in the North-Western Pro- 
vinces and Behar. 

Kh&rp&ik, a mul or section 
of the Kanaujia sub-oaste of 
Hajjdms in Behar. 

Khars&n, a section of Godl&s 
in the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 

Kharud, a section of Kumhdrs 
in Singbhum. 

Kharura , makers of brass 
ornaments in Western Bengal. 

Kharwal, Kherwal \ a sub-caste 
of Bhuiyas in Singbhum. 



Kherwar , a Dravidian cultivating and landholding 
* • • tribe Chota Nagpur and Southern Behar, 
iouso ongm. regarding whose origin there has been much 
disoussion. Speaking of the Kharwars of Shahfibdd, Buchanan 
says that great confusion prevails concerning them, because in differ- 
ent places they have adopted the preoepts of Hinduism in different 
degrees. The social position of the tribe also varies greatly. Some 
are found amongst the labouring classes bearing burdens and carry- 
ing palanquins, some have attained positions as land-owners, lording 
it over Brahmans and Bajputs, their raiyats, whilst others oocupy 
the table-land unmixed with any other tribe, and there is little 
reason, no doubt, that they are its original inhabitants. These, he 
observes, have retained the features by which the aboriginal tribes of 
the Vindhyan mountains are distinguished, but no one has met with 
any of the tribe who retain a traoe of their original language. Some 
Kharwdrs declare their original seat to have been the fort of BohtAs, 
so called as having been the chosen abode of Rohitaswa, son of 
Harischandra, of the family of the sun. From this ancient house 
they also claim descent, call themselves Surjabansis, and wear the 
janeo or caste thread distinguishing the Bajputs. A less flattering 
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tradition makes them out to be the offspring of a marriage between 
a Kshatriya man and a Bhar woman contraoted in the days of King 
Ben, when distinctions of caste were set aside and men might marry 
whom they would. 

5?he difficulty experienced by Buohanan in arriving at any 
conclusions regarding the true affinities of the tribe in ShahAbad 
is well illustrated by Colonel Dalton’s account of their status in 
Chota Nagpur : — 

“ The Rajas of RAmgarh and JashpAr are members of this family, 
who have nearly succeeded in obliterating their Turanian traits by 
successive intermarriages with Aryan families. The JashpAr Raja is 
wedded to a lady of pure RAjpAt blood, and, by liberal dowries, has 
succeeded in obtaining a similar union for three of his daughters. It 
is a oostly ambition, but there is nc doubt) that the infusion of fresh 
blood greatly improves the KharwAr physique. The late Maharaja 
SambhunAth Sing, of RAmgarh, was a remarkably handsome man, 
sufficiently so to support his pretensions to be a true ohild of the 
sun; but according to the traditions and annals of his own family 
his ancestors must have been very low in the social scale when they 
first came to Ramgarh. They are descended from the younger of 
two brothers who, generations ago, came as adventurers and took 
service under the Maharaja of ChAtiA NAgpAr. The elder obtained 
RAmgarh as a fief on his doing homage to the Maharaja and 
receiving the 4 tilak,’ or mark of investiture, from that potentate’s 
great toe. Almost all the men of ancient standing with proprietary 
rights in the RAmgarh estate are Kharwars. The Thakurs of 
HAsir SAram and Babu Dalgovind of Khoyra, of Rajput lineage, 
have become Kharwars by marrying into the Raja’s family.” 

In another place Colonel Dalton notices the traditional con- 
nexion between the Kharwars and the Cheros, who are said to have 
invaded Palamau frcm Rohtas and driven the Rajput Chief of the 
country to retire and found a new kingdom in SargAjA. 

44 It is said that the Palamau population then consisted of 
KharwArs, Gonds, Mars, KorwAs, Parheya, and KisAns. Of these 
the Kharwars were the people of most consideration. The Cheros 
conciliated them, and allowed them to remain in peaceful possession 
of the hill tracts bordering on SargAjA; all the Cheros of note 
who assisted in the expedition obtained military service grants of 
land, which they still retain. It is popularly asserted that at the 
commencement of the Chero rule in Palamau, they numbered twelve 
thousand families, and the Kharwars eighteen thousand, and if an 
individual of one or the other is asked to what tribe he belongs, 
he will say, not that he is a Chero or a KharwAr, but that he 
belongs to the twelve thousand or to the eighteen thousand, as the 
case may be. * * * * Intermarriages between Chero 

and KharwAr families have taken place. A relative of the Palamau 
Raja married a sister of ManinAth Sing, Raja of Ramgarh, and 
this is amongst themselves an admission of identity of origin; as 
both olaiming to be RAjpAts they oould not intermarry till it was 
proved to the satisfaction of the family priests that the parties 
belonged to the same class.” 
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Others, again, regard the Cheros as a sub-tribe of Kharwars, 
but this opinion appears to have been based on observations in 
Southern Lohardagi, where the Cheros have gone down in the 
world and ceased to be of any sooial importance. 

Colonel Dalton describes the low Kharwars as strongly resembling 
the Santtls in feature. “ They are,” he says, “ very dark, with 
pyramidal-shaped low noses, thick protuberant lips, and cheek-bones or 
zygomata that project so as to make the temples hollow.” The landhold- 
ing classes, on the other hand, have refined the type by intermarriages 
with higher castes, and are quite as high bred in appearance as most of 
the pseudo-Raj put families of Chota Nagpur and Western Bengal. 

An examination of the internal structure of the tribe, which is 
T A . given in Appendix I, leaves little doubt as to 

Internal structure. JV • Tk j x tr p n • L 

their Dravidian descent. Many of their septs 
are certainly totemistic; although the animals associated by other 
tribes with septs bearing the same names appear not to be deemed 
sacred by the Kharwars. Further research among more primitive 
members of the tribe may, however, show that the older ideas 
have not altogether died out. Special interest attaches to the fact 
that the Kharwars of South Lohardaga regard the khar grass as the 
totem of their tribe, and will not cut or injure it while growing. The 
adoption of the khar os a totem may of course be due merely to the 
consonance of names — a factor which plays an important part in the 
speculations of savages regarding their own descent. If, on the other 
hand, the case is one of genuine survival, it goes far to suggest the 
inference that the Kharw&r tribe of the present day may be merely 
an enlarged totem-sept whioh broke off from some larger group and 
in course of time developed a separate organization. Instances of 
septs splitting up into sub-septs are by no means uncommon, 
and it is obvious that circumstances favouring separation might easily 
lead to the transformation of the original sept into a distinct tribe. 

Among the endogamous divisions of the tribe the Bhogtas are the 
most important. They are found, says Colonel Dalton, “ in the hills of 
Palamau skirting Sarguja, in Tori and Bhanwar Pahar of Chutia 
Nagpur and other places. They have always had an indifferent 
reputation. The head of the clan in Palamau was a notorious free- 
booter, who, after having been outlawed and successfully evading 
every attempt to capture him, obtained a jagir on his surrendering and 
promising to keep the peaoe. He kept to his engagement and died in 
fair repute, but his two sons could not resist the opportunity afforded 
by the disturbances of 1857-58. After giving much trouble they 
were captured : one was hanged, the other transported for life, and the 
estate was confiscated.” Bhogtas do not intermarry with ordinary or 
Deswdri Kharwars, and although living side by side with them, afifeot 
to repudiate the idea of tribal relationship between the two groups. 
There is, however, no reason to question the accuraoy of the general 
opinion that the Bhogtas are a branch of Kharwars who have formed 
themselves into an independent group. 

Throughout the tribe the form of exogamy practised is the simple 
one that a man may not marry a woman of his 
own sept. Outside that cirole of relationship, 
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prohibited degrees are reckoned by the standard formula. All 
who can afford to do so arrange for the marriages of their ohildren 
while they are still too young to choose for themselves, and adult- 
marriage is looked upon as a sign of poverty and sooial insignificance. 
DeswAri Kharwars profess to disapprove of the praotice of taking 
money for a daughter, but among BhogtAs and Manjhias a bride- 
price, ranging from Rs. 5 to Rs. 12, is regularly paid. Remnants of 
non- Aryan usage may be disoemed in the marriage oeremony itself. 
Both parties must first go through the form of marriage to a mango 
tree, or at least to a bran oh of the tree ; and must exchange blood mixed 
with sindur, although in the final and binding act sindur alone is 
smeared by the bridegroom upon the bride’s forehead and the parting 
of her hair. Polygamy is permitted, but not generally practised, except 
in the event of failure of offspring by the first wife. The BhogtA and 
Manjhia sub-castes sanction the marriage of a widow, and deem it 
right for her to marry her late husband’s younger brother. Deswari 
Kharwars, however, require widows to remain unmarried. Divorce 
is permitted if the wife is convicted of unchastity or if' the couple 
oannot agree. Divorced women may marry again by the sagai form, 
which is the same as that in use among the Rautias. 

In matters of inheritance Kharwars follow tribal customs of 



their own, and cannot be described as formal 
Eaen m adherents of* any of the recognised schools of 
Hindu law. The eldest son of the senior wife, even if younger than 
one of the sons of a second wife, inherits the entire property 
subject to the obligation of providing all other legitimate children. 
If the inheritance consists of land, the heir is expected to create 
separate maintenance grants in favour of his younger brothers. 
Daughters can never inherit, but are entitled to live in the ancestral 
house until they are married. 

“ The Kharwars,” says Colonel Dalton, “ observe, like the Kols, 
triennial sacrifices. Every three years a buffalo 
lgl0IL and other animals are offered in the sacred 



grove, ‘saxna,’ or on a rock near the village. They also have, 
like some of the Kols, a priest for each village, oalled pAhn. 
He is always one of the impure tribes — a Bhuiya, or KharwAr, 
or a Parheya, and is also called baiga, and he only can offer this 
great sacrifice. No Brahmanioal priests are allowed on these occa- 
sions to interfere. The deity honored is the tutelary god of the 
village, sometimes oalled DuAr PahAr, sometimes Dharti, sometimes 
Purgahaili or Daknai, a female, or Dura, a sylvan god, the same 
perhaps as the DarhA of the Kols.” In Sarguja a village of Kharwars 
was found employing a baiga of the wild Korwa tribe to offer 
sacrifices in the name of the village every seoond year to Chindol, 
a male spirit, Chanda, a female spirit, and to Parvin. Buffaloes, sheep, 
and goats were offered to all of these. These people made no prayers 
to any of the Hindu gods, but when in great trouble they appealed 
to the sun. The apparent anomaly of their hsving a Korwa for 
their priest was explained by the belief that u the hnl people, being 
the oldest inhabitants, are best acquainted with the habits and 
peculiarities of the local spirits, and are in least peril from them ; 
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besides, they are wholly pagan, whilst the people in whose behalf 
they make offerings, having Hindu and Branmanical tendencies, 
oould only offer a divided ailegiauce to the sylvan gods, which it 
might not be safe to tender.” 

The main body of the tribe, and particularly those who belong 
to the landholding class, profess the Hindu religion, and employ 
SAkadwipi Brahmans as priests. Mahadeo and Sitaram are the 
popular deities ; Gauri and Ganesh being worshipped during marriages. 
In addition to these, the miscellaneous host of spirits feared by the 
Mundas and Oraons are still held in more or less reverence by the 
KharwArs, and in Palamau members of the tribe sometimes perform 
the duties of pAhan or village priest. Sraddh is performed ten days 
after death, and once a year in the month of Aswin regular oblations 
are made for the benefit of deceased ancestors in general. 

The sooial standing of the tribe varies greatly in different places, 
„ . lx x and seems to depend chiefly upon the hold they 

have on the land. 1 his appears to be strongest 
among the DeswAri Kharwars. A landed proprietor of this sub-tribe 
will wear a janeo and pose as a kind of Bajput ; while BhogtAs, 
Manjhias, and the like aspire to no suoh distinction. Similar differ- 
ences may be observed in matters of diet. Beef is forbidden to all 
members of the tribe ; but BhogtAs, Manjhias, and Bauts eat pigs and 
fowls, which the DeswAri regard as unclean. KharwArs profess to 
take water and sweetmeats only from Brahmans, Bajputs, the higher 
classes of Banias, Jhoras, and Bautias. In Ohota Nagpur they regard 
- x . landholding as their traditional occupation; 

some are zamindars, many hold substantial 
khuntk&tti and korkar tenures, and the rest of the tribe are raiyats with 
occupancy rights. Very few have sunk to the position of landless day- 
labourers ; but many of the Bhogtashave taken up the comparatively 
degraded occupation of making baskets and working in bamboos. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
KharwArs in 1872 and 1881 : — 



District. 


1872. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Bardwan 

Bankura 

Birbhum 

Midnapur 

14-Parganaa 

Nadiya 

Murshedabad 

Dinaipur 

Rajsnahye 

Hangpur 

Bogra 

Danilin* 

Dacca ... 

Maimansinh 

Chittagong 

Gya 


266 

14 

80 

14 

141 

11 

8,638 


82 

465 

37 

693 

94 

188 

269 

10 

247 

16 

243 

60 

63 

84 

1.243 


8hahabad 

TiVhnt f Mofufferpur ... 
Tirhut iDarbhanga ... 

Saran 

Champaran 

Mongnyr 

Bhagalpur 

Furniah 

Maldah 

Sant 41 Parganaa 

Hazaribaxn 

Lohardagi 

Singbhum 

M&nbhum 

Tributary States 


6,883 
} 186 

26 

47 

21 

6,019 

4,088 

6,006 

431 

28.669 

67.4V6 

3,872 

26,978 

11,691 


6.969 
f 467 

l 817 

1,316 

801 

8 

9,043 

8.776 

4,096 

8,866 

38,010 

74.932 

2,283 

13,162 

17.969 



Kharwara, a sub-caste of 
KahArs in Behar. 

KhAt, a sept of Bajputs 
in Behar. 



KhAtAdiA, a section of GoAlAs 
in the North-Western Prov- 
inces and Behar. 
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Khataid, a section of the Biyd- 
hut and Kharid&hd Kalw&rs in 
Behar. 

Khatait, a sept of Th&rus in 
Behar. 

fUt&tatttt, a small cultivating 
and landholding caste of the 
SantAl Parganas who olaim to 
be Rajputs, Dut are believed by 
Mr. Oldham to be Mals, who, by 



virtue of being owners of landed 
estates, were enabled to claim a 
higher social position. 

Khciti, a sept of the Surya- 
bansi sub-tribe of Rajputs in 
Behar; a section of Kamis ; a 
thar or sept of Gurungs and 
Mangars in Darjiling. 

Khatik, a sub-caste of 
Khatiks in Behar. 



Jlh&tik, a cultivating and vegetable-selling caste of Behar, 
divided into two sub-oastes — Khatik and Dharamd&si. Hey have 
only one section (K6syapa), and regulate their marriages by the 
standard formula, calculated to five generations in the descending 
line. Khatiks marry their daughters as infants, between the ages of 
five and twelve years. When a marriage is under consideration, the 
headman and panchayat are consulted regarding the prohibited 
degrees. If their opinion is favourable, mutual visits of inspection 
(ghar-dekht) follow, at which presents of betel-leaves, areca nut, 
and sweetmeats are exchanged. After this a tildk , consisting of new 
clothes, brass feeding utensils, and one rupee in cash, is given to the 
parents of the bridegroom, and a Tirhutia Brahman is called into fix 
an auspicious date for the wedding. This is oelebrated in the form 
usually followed by the lower castes, the place of the Brahman being 
taken by .a Bairagi ascetic belonging to the Khatik caste. Poly- 
gamy is not expressly recognised, but a man may take a second 
wife if the first is barren. Divoroe is effected by the panoh&yat in 
the manner described in the article on the Khatwe caste. 

Khatiks follow the Hindu law and profess the Hindu religion 
as usually understood in Behar. Their minor gods are Bandi and 
Mir&, to whom sacrifices of kids, cakes, and sweetmeats are offered on 
Wednesdays and afterwards eaten by the worshippers. The latter, it 
should be observed, is common to them and to the Khatwes, and appears 
to be worshipped by no other castes. Khatiks do not employ Brahmans, 
and Bairdgi members of their own caste serve them as priests. 

In point of social standing Khatiks rank little higher than 
Musahars. Their rules as to food differ little from those of respect- 
able middle-class Hindus, but they make no secret of their partiality 
for spirituous liquors. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
Khatiks in 1872 and 1881. The figures of 1872 include other 
vegetable-selling castes, hence the discrepancy : — 



District. 


1872. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Mnrshedabad 

kajshahye 

Gya ... 

Snahabad 

“ {EBEST ::: 

Saran 


1,746 

2,124 

3,472 

} 19,694 
17,102 


3 

1 

623 

284 

238 

2,394 

1,827 

1,289 


Cbamparan 

Monuhyr 

Bhatralpur ... 

Puraiah 

Sant&l Parcanas 

Hazaribajch 

Loh&rdag* 


22,657 

2,548 

1,391 

806 

380 


942 

ms 

1,191 

275 

60 

61 

150 
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Kh&timaharA, or pure Mahara, KhatkalA, a sub-tribe of ThA- 

a sub-caate of Chamars in Behar. rus in Behar. 

Khatiwdra, a thar of the Atri Khatri, a sub-caste of Ba- 
gotra of Nepali Brahmans. niyis in Behar. 

lihairi, a mercantile caste of the Panjab, described by Mr. 
Ibbetson as superior in physique, in manliness, and in energy to the 
rest of the trading community of that province. Many of them have 
settled in Bengal and Behar, and the Maharaja of Bardwan is 
considered the head of the caste. The locus chssicus for the Khatris 
is Sir George Campbell's paper on ‘The Ethnology of India,’ 

E ublished in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1866, 
:om which I quote the following passages * 

“ Trade is their main occupation, but in fact they have broader 
and more distinguishing features. Besides 
^S^George Campbells monopolising the trade of the Pan jab and the 
greater part of Afghanistan and doing a good 
deal beyond those limits, they are in the Pan jab the chief civil 
administrators, and have almost all literate work in their hands. So 
far as the Sikhs have a priesthood, they are, moreover, the priests or 
gurus of the Sikhs. Both N&nak and Govind were, and the Sodhis 
and Bedis of the present day are, Khatris. Thus, then, they are in 
fact in the Panjab, so far as a more energetic race will permit them, 
all that Mahratta Brahmans are in the Mahratta country, besides 
engrossing the trade, which the Mahratta Brahmans have not. They 
are not usually military in their character, but are quite capable of 
using the sword when necessary. Diwan S&wan Mai, governor of 
Multan, and his notorious successor, Mulraj, and very many of Ranjit 
Singh’s chief functionaries, were Khatris. Even under Mahomedan 
rulers in the west they have risen to high administrative posts. 
There is a record of a Khatri diwan of Badakshan or Kunduz, and, 

I believe, of a Khatri governor of Peshawar under the Afghans. The 
Emperor Akbar’s famous minister, Todur Mai, was a Khatri, and 
a relative of that man of undoubted energy, the great commissariat 
contractor of Agra, Joti Parshad, lately informed me that he also 
is a Khatri. Altogether there can be no doubt that these Khatris 
are one of the most acute, energetic, and remarkable races in India, 
though in fact, except locally in the Panjab, they are not muoh 
known to Europeans. The Khatris are staunch Hindus, and it is 
somewhat singular that while giving a religion and priests to the 
Sikhs, they themselves are comparatively seldom Sikhs. The Khatris 
are a very fine, fair, handsome race, and, as may be gathered from 
what I have already said, they are very generally educated. 

" There is a large subordinate class of Khatris, somewhat lower, 
but of equal mercantile energy, called Rors or Roras. The proper 
Khatris of higher grade will often deny all connexion with them, or 
at least only admit that they have some sort of bastard kindred 
with Khatris ; but I think there can be no doubt that they are 
ethnologicaily the same, and they are certainly mixed up with 
Khatris in their avooations. I shall treat the whole kindred as 
genetically Khatris. 
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“ Speaking of the Khatris then thus broadly, they have, as 
I have said, the whole trade of the Pan jab and of most of Afghanistan. 
No village can get on without the Khatri, who keeps the accounts, 
does the banking business, and buys and sells the grain. They 
seem, too, to get on with the people better than most traders and 
usurers of this kind. In Afghanistan, among a rough and alien 
people, the Khatris are as a rule confined to the position of humble 
dealers, shopkeepers, and money-lenders ; but in that capacity the 
Pathans seem to look at them as a kind of valuable animal, and 
a Pathan will steal another man’s Khatri, not only for the sake of 
ransom, as is frequently done on the Peshawar and Hazara frontier, 
but also as he might steal a milch-cow, or as Jews might, I dare 
say, be carried off in the middle ages with a view to render them 
profitable. 

“I do not know the exact limits of Khatri occupation to the 
west, but certainly in all Eastern Afghanistan they seem to be just 
as much apart of the established community as they are in the 
Panjab. They find their way far into Central Asia, but the further 
they get the more depressed and humiliating is their position. In 
Turkistan Vambery speaks of them with great contempt, as yellow- 
faced Hindus of a cowardly and sneaking character. Under Turcoman 
rule they could hardly be otherwise. They are the only Hindus 
known in Central Asia. In the Panjab they are so numerous that 
they cannot all be rioh and mercantile, and many of them hold land, 
cultivate, take service, and follow various avocations. 

“ The Khatris are altogether excluded from Brahman Kashmir. 
In the hills, however, the ‘Kakkas,’ on the east bank of the Jahlam, 
are said to have been originally Khatris (they are a curiously 
handsome race), and in the interior of the Kan^ra hills there is an 
interesting race of fine patriarchal-looking shepherds called Gaddis, 
most of whom are Khatns. Khatri traders are numerous in Dehli ; 
are found in Agra, Lucknow, and Patna; and are well known 
in the Bara Bazar of Calcutta, though there they are principally 
connected with Panjab firms. 

“ The Khatris do not seem, as a rule, to reach the western coast : 
in the Bombay market I oannot find that they have any considerable 
place. In Sindh, however, I find in Captain Burton’s book an 
acoount qf a race of pretended Kshatriyas, who are really Banias of 
the Nanak-Sahi (Sikh) faith, and who trade and have a large share 
of public offices. These are evidently Khatris. Ludhiana is a large 
and thriving town of mercantile Khatris, with a numerous colony of 
Kashmiri shawl-weavers.” 

Khatris allege themselves to be the direct descendants of the 
_ _. A . . . . Kshatriyas of early Indian tradition, and in 

ions o origin. BU pp 0r t 0 f this claim refer to the fact that 

they assume the sacred cord and commence the study of the Vedas 
at the age of eight years, as is enjoined in the sacred books, 
and that Sdraswat Brahmans will eat kachchi food prepared by 
them. Mr. Nesfield thinks the claim a good one, adding that 
“ the cause which detached the Khatri from the Chattri or Kshatriya 
and shut out all possibility of a return to the ancestral caste was 
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the establishment of a marriage union between fragments or clans 
drawn from several different sub-castes of Kshatriyas between 
whom no connubial rights had hitherto existed, or from sub-castes 
of Kshatriyas mixed with those of Brahmans. There is much 
reason to believe that Brahmans as well as Kshatriyas have 
contributed to form the new caste of Khatri; for Brahmans 
of the S&raswat sub-caste will to this day eat food oooked by 
Khatris, but no Brahman of any sub-caste will eat food oooked by 
a Kshatriya.” Mr. Ibbetson puts the question by with the remark 
that “ the validity of the claim is as doubtful as are most other 
matters connected with the fourfold caste system.” It seems to 
me that the internal organization of the caste furnishes almost 
conclusive proof that they are descended from neither Brahmans 
nor Kshatriyas, and that the theory connecting them with the 
latter tribe rests upon no firmer foundation than a resemblance of 
name, which for all we know may be wholly accidental. Their 
features and complexion, indeed, entitle them to be ranked as 
Aryans of comparatively pure lineage, but among their numerous 
sections we find none of those territorial names which are 
characteristic of the Rajput septs. The section-names of the 
Khatris belong to quite a different type, and rather resemble those 
in vogue among the Oswals and Agarw&ls. Were they descended 
from the same stock as the Rajputs, they must have had the same 
6et of section-names, and it is difficult to see why they should have 
abandoned these for less distinguished patronymics. In addition 
to their own sections, they have also the standard Brahmanical 
gotras ; but these have no influence upon marriage, and have clearly 
been borrowed, honoris causd , from the Sdraswat Brahmans who serve 
them as priests. If, then, it is at all necessary to oonnect the 
Khatris with the ancient fourfold system of oastes, the only group 
to which we oan affiliate them is the Vaisyas. This conjecture is at 
least in keeping with the present occupations of the caste, and gets 
us out of the difficulty which led Sir George Campbell to propound 
the doubtful theory that in the ordinary course of history the warlike 
conquerors of one age become the astute money-dealers of another. 
In truth, however, all speculations which profess to connect existing 
castes with the four traditional castes are ou the face of things 
futile and misleading. We do not know enough about these primitive 
groups to be able to apply to their internal structure that minute 
analysis which alone can determine their precise tribal affinities. 

The exogamous sections of the Khatris are shown in Appendix I. 

T , As I have stated above, there is a double 

series, — one original and the other borrowed 
from the Brahmans. Only the original or tribal series is taken 
into account for the purposes of marriage. The rule is absolute 
that a man may not marry a woman of the same tribal section as 
himself ; but the fact that two persons belong to the same Brah- 
manical gotra does not operate as a bar to intermarriage, pro- 
vided that their tribal sections are different. Thus the three 
sections Kapur, Khanni, and MeharA all belong to the Kausalya 
gotra , but members of these groups intermarry freely. Apart 
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from the section rule, prohibited degrees are reckoned on the 
system in vogue among the Brahmans ; marriage with 
8apin(fa8 , samanodakas , pitribandhm , and mdtribandhm being 
forbidden. 

The endogamous divisions of the Khatris are exceedingly obscure 
and complicated. 44 Within reoent times/’ says Mr. Ibbetson, “ there 
has sprung up a system of sooial graduation, in accordance with whioh 
cert am Knatri tribes refuse to intermarry with any save a certain 
specified number of their fellow tribes, and the distinctions thus 
created have been formulated in a set of names, suoh dsArhaiyhar , 
4 he who only marries into two and a half houses ; 9 Chdrzdti , 4 he who 
marries into four tribes ; 9 Chhezdti , 4 he who marries into six tribes ; ’ 
and so on. This purely artificial and social classification has obsoured 
the original tribal divisions of the caste ; for Khatris of the same 
tribe may be in one part of the provinoe Ch&rz&tis, and in another 
£&r&z4tis, and so forth.” 

In describing the Khatris of the Panjab, Mr. Ibbetson gives the 
following abstract : — 

Bunj&hi 
Sarin 
B&hri 
Khokhr&n 



| Tribal groups. 



Arh&ighar 

(Jhdrz&ti 

Panjz&ti 

Chhezdti 

Sodhi 
Bedi 
Kapur 
Khanna 
* Marhotra 
8eth 



Artificial divisions. 



1 

I 




Exogamous sections. 



44 The origin of the division into the four sections called Bunjdhi, 
Sarin, Bdhri, and Khokhrdn is said to be that Ala-ul-din Khilji 
attempted to impose widow-marriage upon the Khatris. The Western 
Khatris resolved to resist the innovation, and sent a deputation of 52 
bdwan of their, members to represent their case at oourt; but the 
Eastern Khatris were afraid to sign the memorial. They were 
therefore called followers of Shara Ayin or the Mahomedan oustoms 
—hence Sarin ; while the memorialists were called Bawanjai, from 
the number of the deputation or of the dans respectively represented 
by the members of the deputation — hence Bunjdhi. The Khokhrdn 
section is said to consist of the descendants of certain Khatris who 
joined the Khokhars in rebellion, and with whom the other Khatri 
families were afraid to intermarry; and the B&hri section, of the 
lineage of Mahr Chand, Khan Ohand, and Kapur Ohand, three 
Khatris who went to Dehli in attendance upon one of Akbar’s 
Rajput wives, and who, thus separated from the rest of the caste, 
married only within each other’s families. But these are fables, 

2 H 
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for the same division into Bdhri and Bunj&hi appears among 
the Brahmans oi the Western plains. The number of elans is 
enormous. The most important in point of social rank are the 
Marhotra or Mahra, the Khanna, me Kapur, and the Seth, the 
first three of which are said to be called after the names of the 
three men just mentioned, while Seth is a term now used for any 
rich banker. These four clans belong to the Bdhri section of the 
caste, and constitute the Dh&ighar and Ch&rz&ti divisions, which 
stand highest of all in the social scale. The origin of the term 
Dh&ighar lies in the fact that the families of that division exclude 
not only the father’s clan, but also suoh families of the mother’s 
clan as are closely connected with her, and thus reduoe the clans 
available for intermarriage to two and a half. I should say that 
each division will take wives from the one below it, though it will 
not give its daughters to it in marriage. The Bedi and Sodhi 
clans belong to the Bunj&hi tribe, and owe most of their influence 
and importance to the fact that B&ba N&nak belonged to the former, 
and Guru Kim Dds and Guru Hargovind to the latter. They are 
oommonly said to be the descendants of these men, but this appears 
to be a mistake, the two dans dating from long before B6ba Nanak. 
The Sodhis played an important part during the Sikh rule. They 
claim descent from Sodhi Kii, son of K&l JJai, King of Lahore, 
and the Bedis from Kalpat Rai, brother of K&l Bai and King of 
Kasur, who being deprived of his kingdom by his nephew, studied 
the Yedas at Benares and was known as Vedi. The modern head- 
quarters of the Bedis is at Dera Nanak, in Gurddspur, where Bdba 
Ninak settled and died, and of the Sodhis at Anandpur, in Hushy- 
arpur, whioh is also the great centre of the Nihang devotees.” The 
divisions recognised in Bengal are shown in Appendix I, where 
I have attempted by brief explanatory notes to clear up the 
confusion in wnich the subject is involved 

The Khatris of Bengal trace their origin to the Panjab, and 
the main body of them is said to have emigrated from Lahore in 
the reign of Aurangzib. These eastern or Purbiya Khatris are 
spoken of in a somewhat slighting fashion by the Pachhainya Khatris 
of Upper India, and are charged with having departed from the high 
standard of ceremonial purity supposed to be characteristic of the 
caste. I do not understand that any specifio allegation is made 
against the Bengal Khatris, and the latter appear to pique them- 
selves on keeping the usages of their original home. But in most 
cases where a branch of a caste domiciled in Upper India has settled 
in Bengal Proper, we find that the settlers fall under the suspicion 
of infringing the customs of the caste and indulging in acts 
forbidden by the sacred texts. The Khatris are no exception to this 
general rule. Rightly or wrongly, the Bengal members of the caste 
are to a certain extent looked down upon by their brethren in 
Upper India, and intermarriage between the Purbiya and Pachhai- 
nya groups is comparatively rare. 

The relative positions of the Khatris of Bengal and the Panjab 
are, I believe, stated in the last paragraph as precisely as the nature 
of the subject permits. So far as my knowledge extends, the bulk 
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of the Bengal Khatris endeavour to conform on the whole to the 
traditional usages of the Pan jab branoh of the caste. They look 
on the Panjab as the original home of their race, and in theory at 
least Panjab custom is the standard by which their sooial and 
domestio affairs are regulated. On the other hand, at PaikpArA, in 
the Dacca distriot, and in villages around Barmi Hat on the Lakhya, 
Dr. Wise came across a class of Hindus calling themselves RAndA or 
Randak Khatri, who gave a confused account of themselves, repeating 
the names of BallAl Sen and RAjA MAn Singh, as if connected in- 
some mysterious way with their settlements in Bengal and their 
degraded position among Hindus. KanaujiA Brahmans officiate 
as their purohit, and they have a Bengali Brahman for their guru. 
Being naturalised Bengalis, they have relinquished the names of the 
characteristic Khatri sections and adopted the common Sudra gotra 
AlyamAn along with Bengali titles such as Chakravarti, PrasAd, and 
the like. Sudras eat with them in private, but in public refuse to 
take water from their hands. They are employed as shopkeepers 
and cultivators, and some of them are talukdArs. 

Khatris marry their daughters as infants and make use of the 
. standard marriage ceremony, the binding ele- 

amag0, ment in which is the giving away of the bride 

by her father or guardian and the acceptance of the gift by the 
bridegroom. Polygamy is permitted, nor is there any definite limit 
to the number of wives a man may have. Fashion, however, is on 
the whole adverse to his taking more than one. On the other 
hand, many Khatris keep concubines of their own and other castes. 
The children of these women form a separate class, bearing the 
name Piruical , and as a rule marry among themselves. Widows 
may not marry a second time, and divoroe is not recognised. 

Most Khatris belong to the Yaishnava sect, and comparatively 
few worshippers of Siva are found among them, 
iigion. SAraswat or Sarsut Brahmans serve them as 

priests. In Eastern Bengal, says Dr. Wise, ChandikA, a form of DurgA, 
is the patron deity of the caste; but each gotra has its own 
peculiar idol. An interesting tradition connects the modern 
Khatris with the foundation of the Muhammadan city of Dacca. 
When the Khatri RAjA MAn Singh occupied Dacca in 1595 with 
the Mughal army, he encamped on a tract clear of jungle, ever, 
since called Urdu. Here was found an image of DurgA, believed 
to have been the property of Vedabati,the divorced wife of Adisura. 
The image was deposited in a shrine, and under the name of 
Dhakeswari is still regarded as the palladium of the city. At the pre- 
sent day the revenue of this sanctuary is divided between several old 
Khatri families and the Brahmachari Mahant of the RamnA AkhArA. 

The majority of the Bengal Khatris are engaged in some form 
of trade. A few of them are zemindars and 
■tatus Upatl ° n and 800141 tenure-holders, and a certain number are ocou- 

{ )ancy raiyats. They never touoh the plough 
oy hired labourers to cultivate their lands. 
The Maharaja of Bard wan is the head of the caste in Bengal. 
Their social rank is high. All Brahmans take water from their 
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hands, and S&raswat Brahmans will eat kachchi food prepared by 
them. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
the Khatris in 1872 and 1881 : — 



Distbict. 


1872. 


1881. 


Distbict. 


1872. 


1881. 


Bard wan 






18,630 


6,237 


Tipperah 






143 


623 


ttankur* 






497 


4,132 


Chittagong 






228 


Birbhum 






628 


614 


Noakhali 






68 


96 


Midnapnr 

Hughli 






1,268 


8,807 


Patna 


... 




1,938 


1,638 






{ 701 { 


3,937 


Gya 






860 


1,863 


Howrah 






906 


Shahabad 






362 


319 


24-Parganas ... 
tfadiya 






863 

1,314 


930 

697 


/ Mnaufferpur 
rirhu * iDarbhang* 




} 


4,676 


II 


Khulna 








196 


Saran 






460 


468 


Jessore 






878 


274 


Champaran ... 
Mongnyr 






676 


638 


Murshidabad 






9 


670 






856 


343 


Dinajpur ... 

Bajinahye ... 






1,268 

224 


18,934 

238 


Purmaii 


... 




634 

767 


2,203 

1,266 


Rang pur 






118 


1,950 


Maldah 






388 


251 


Bogra 

Banna 






717 

737 


6,401 

89ft 


SantAl Parganas ... 
Cuttack 








9,643 

6,236 


Darjilinc 






146 


249 


Puri 


... 






606 


Jalpigori 






1 


1.786 


Balasore 









849 


Kuch Behar ... 








1,481 


Tributary States ... 








8,696 


Dacca 






621 


2,769 


Hazaribagh 








860 


Baridpur 






36 


260 


Lobardaga 








195 


Bakarg&nj ... 






112 


266 


Singbhum 








376 


Maim&miinh 






941 


2,068 


Manbhum ... 








964 








Tributary 8tate§ ... 








69 



They rank below both Rawfini 
and Dhimar KaMrs, and the 
higher castes will not take water 
from their hands. 

Khatwe, a sub-caste of 
Jolfihaa in Behar. 



Khatsop&rk, a pur or section 
of 84kadwipi Brahmans in 
Behar. 

Khatwah, Khattce, a sub- 
caste of Kah&rs in Behar who 
live by weaving and cultivation. 

Sth&ttDl, a small palanquin-bearing and cultivating caste of 
Origin. Behar, divided into two sub-oastes,— Bahio 

_ and Goro, names which appear to have re- 
ference to the original avocations of the members, though at the 
present day the Goro are not exclusively engaged in cultivation, 
nor the Bahio in carrying palanquins. They have only one section, 
K&syapa, and regulate their marriage by the standard formula 
Marriage. defining prohibited degrees, calculated to seven 

• generations, in the descending line. Khatwes 

marry their daughters as infants, between the ages of five and twelve 
years. The marriage ceremony is of the standard Behar type. 
The headman of the caste (maty an) is consulted on the question of 
prohibited degrees, and tilak is paid to the bridegroom’s parents in 
the form of a present of clothes. Tirhutia Brahmans are called in 
to fix an auspicious date for the wedding, but they take no part in 
it themselves. Polygamy is permitted to the extent that a man 
may take a second wife if the first is barren. Widows may marry 
again, and are bound by no conditions in their choice of a seoond 
husband, except that they must not infringe the rules regarding 
prohibited degrees. Divoroe is supposed not to be recognised, but 
in actual practice 1 understand that when a woman has gone wrong 
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with a member of the oaste her husband may get rid of her by 
solemnly abjuring her society before the headman and the panehdpat , 
while the woman may marry again by the sagai form, provided that 
her previous indiscretions are duly atoned for by a fine in the form 
of a feast to the oaste brethren. Intrigues outside the caste admit 
of no atonement. 

In matters of religion Khatw£s affect to be orthodox, and 
regard Bhagawati with especial reverenoe. 
bgl0IL They have, however, not attained to the 

dignity of having Brahmans of their own, and Baiiigi members 
of their own oaste serve them as priests. Their minor gods 
are Sasii, Kali, Dharam-raj, Nar-Singh, and Mird. Sheep, goats, 
pigeons, cakes, milk, rice, and sweetmeats are offered to these on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, and are afterwards 
eaten by the worshippers. The priests take no part in this worship, 
whioh is confined to the members of the household. The dead are 
burned, and the ashes buried near the burning place on the third 
day. Libations of water (tarpan) are poured forth for the propi- 
tiation of ancestors in the month of Asin. 

Palanquin-bearing and cultivation are believed by the Khatwes 
to be their original occupations. With the 
^Occupation and social deoline ^ the demand for bearers oaused by the 

railway extensions of recent years, the caste 
tends more and more to fall baok upon cultivation as a means of 
livelihood. In some districts they have taken to weaving and 
assumed the title Jol&hA. Their sooial rank is low, being muoh the 
same as that of Tatw&s and Musahars. Nevertheless they are cleaner 
feeders, according to Hindu ideas, than the latter, for they will eat 
neither fowls nor field-rats, both of which the Musahars freely 
indulge in. All of them, except those who oail themselves Bhakats 
and profess to abstain from flesh and strong drink, make free use of 
fermented and spirituous liquors. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
Khatw6s in 1872 and 1881 : — 



Burner. 


1872. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Gya 

{ssaar - 

Sarun 

Cbamparan 


24 

j 40,047 
1 
m 


r 2,010 

1 44,366 


Bhag&lpur ... 

Pumian 

S an til Pargauaa 

Hazaribagh ... 


10,876 

41 


8.000 

828 

140 

4 



Khatya, a sub-caste of Kum- 
h&rs in Daooa and Orissa who are 
supposed to have immigrated from 
Upper India. 

KhauniA, a section of Kaibart- 
tas in Orissa. 

Khavur, a section of Awadhid 
Hajjdms in Behar. 



Khaw&s, “ servant,” a title of 
those members of the AmAt, 
Dhanuk, and Kewat castes in 
Behar who are employed as per- 
sonal servants by the higher 
castes. A sub-caste of Ghartis 
in Darjiling. 
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Khawdsiyd, a sub-tribe of 
Thdrus in Behar. 

Khebangba, the native of 
Khebang, a sept of the Yangorup 
sub-tribe of Limbus in Darjiling. 

Khechd Kesria, a section of 
Kurmis in Chota Nagpur and 
Orissa. 

Khechar» a sept of Rajputs in 
Behar. 

Khechinjid, a section of Pdns 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Kheksa, curry vegetable, a 
totemistio sept of Oraons in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kheldut, a mul or section 
of the S&tmulid or Kishnaut sub- 
caste of Goalds in Behar. 

Kheldd, a class of hereditary 
prostitutes in Behar. 

Khelenda* a sub-caste of 
Jugis in Eastern Bengal. 

KheJri , a woman retained for 
purposes of dancing and amuse- 
ment, a prostitute. 

Khema, a pheasant, apparently 
a totemistio sept of the Chhothar 
sub-tribe of Limbus in Darjiling. 
This thar will not eat a pheasant 
or fowl or any bird of that class. 
The story is that the founder went 
out to shoot pheasants in a fir 
copse, but found none, and vowed 
never to eat a pheasant again. 

Khendro-Oraon, a 6ub-tribe 
of Oraons in Chota Nagpur. 

Kherd, a sub-caste of M&ls in 
Bankura. 

Kheresanchhd, a thar or sept 
of Khambus in Darjiling. 

- Khereswar ke pdnre, a sec- 
tion of the Biydhut and Khari- 
ddhd Kalwdrs in Behar. 



Kherho, a mul or section 
of the Naomulid or Majraut 
sub-caste of Goalas in Behar. 

Kheri, a section of Maghaiyd 
Kumhdrs in Behar. 

Kheroar, a sept of Mundas; 
a title of Parhaiyas in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Kherwar , a synonym for Khar- 
wdr. 

Kherwdr or Safd-Hor, a sub- 
tribe of Santdls in the Santdl 
Parganas who affect a high 
degree of ceremonial purity. 

Khes, a totemistio sept of 
Oraons in Chota Nagpur who 
cannot eat com that grows in 
ponds. 

Kheswd, a section of Godlds 
in the North-Western Provinces 
and Behar. 

Khetta, oobra, a totemistio 
sept of Oraons in Chota Nagpur. 

Khichengia, a totemistio sept 
of Kharwars in Chota Nagpur 
who cannot eat jengia, a fruit. 

Kh i l 9 a title of Dakshin-Rdrhi 
and Bangaja Kayasths in Ben- 
gal. 

Kh i I i-wd Id, a title of Tambulis 
in Behar. 

Khingba, a sept of the Yango- 
rup sub-tribe of Limbus in Dar- 
jiling. 

Khiongje, a sept of Chakmds 
in the Hill Tracts of Chitta- 
gong. 

Kh i rdha, a section of the Kan- 
aujid sub-caste of Godlas in 
Behar. 

Khirheri, a title of Godlds in 
Behar. 
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Khirkatord, a mul or section 
of the T inmniiA Madhesid sub- 
caste of Halwais in Behar. 

Khobaipongi a sept of lim- 
bos in Darjiling. 

Khoddl or Khandyal, a thar 
of the Dhartd-Kausii gotra of 
Nep&li Brahmans. 

Khodidt a section of Guilds in 
the North-Western Provinces and 
Behar. 

Khoepa, wild dog, a totemistio 
sept of Oraons in Ghota Nagpur. 

Khojom, he who ate his earn- 
ings, a sept of the Chhothar sub- 
tribe of Limbus in Darjiling. 

Khojwdr, a sept of Thdrus in 
Behar. 

Khol, a rui or sept of the 
Ruichhung sub-tribe of Dejong 
Lhoris or Bhotias of the south of 
Tibet. 

Khon, a sept of the Rautdr 
sub-tribe of Thirus in Behar. 

Kkond, a synonym for Kandh, 
q.v. 

Khondua, a sept of Mundas in 
Ghota Nagpur. 

Khonrd-rdsi, a section of 
Milos in Eastern Bengal. 

Khontd, a mul or section of the 
Ghhamulia Madhesia sub-caste 
of Halwais in Behar. 

Khoparid, a sub-oaste of 
Dhinuks in Behar. 

Khopchdi an owl, a sept of 
Bediis in Ghota Nagpur. 

Khopriha, a mul or section of 
the T mmulia Madhesia sub-caste 
of Halwiis in Behar. 

Khor, a title of Biruis in 
BengaL 

Khore or Khoriyd, a sub- 
oaste of Hiris in BengaL 



Khoridi a sub-caste of Kurmis 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Khorjdr, a gdtn of the Bharad- 
wija gotra of Birendra Brah- 
mans in BengaL 

Khosdi a section of Goilis in 
the North-Western Provinces and 
Behar. 

Khosbedid, a synonym for 
Bediya, q.v. 

Khosle, a section of the Bahin- 
najati sub-oaste of Khatris in 
Bengal. 

Khotawd, a class of Beldirs in 
Western BengaL 

Khoti, a sept of the Surajbansi 
division of Rajputs in Behar. 

Khottd, (i) a generio name in 
Bengali for natives of the North- 
Western Provinces and Upper 
Tnriift I cannot ascertain the 
derivation of the word, but the 
fact that the dialect of broken 
Hindi spoken in the north of 
Manbhum is known locally as 
Khatta bhdshd may perhaps 
warrant the conjecture that it 
has reference to the linguistic 
peculiarities of up-oountry men. 
(ii) A designation of up-country 
barbers woo have settled in 
Bengal. Buoh persons practi- 
cally form a separate sub-oaste, 
as Bengali barbers will not inter- 
marry with them, and they are 
regarded as impure by the bar- 
bers of Upper India and Behar 
by reason of their having taken 
up their residence in Bengal, 
(in) A sub-oaste of Kdmdrs in 
Murshedabad and of Dhobis in 
Western Bengal. 

Khottd or Maund, a sub-oaste 
of Pods. 

Khowdre-Nahd8, a mul of the 
Edsyap section of Maithil Brah- 
| TTiftna in Behar. 
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Khow&re-Mahud, a mul of 
the KAsyap seotion of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Khow&re-Mahnaur&i a mul of 
the K&syap section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Khow&re-Kokrahi, a mul of 
the K&syap section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Khowdre-Khari, a mul of the 
K&syap seotion of Maithil Brah- 
mans in Behar. 

Khowdre-Murajpur 9 a mul of 
the Kdsyap seotion of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Khoyea, a wild dog, a totem- 
istio sept of Mundas in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Khoyra, a title of Bagdis in 
Bengal. 

Khuadang, a sept of Limbus 
in Darjiling. 

Khujirid, a section of K&mdrs 
in Singbhum and the Santdl Far- i 
ganas. j 



Khukri, a kind of mushroom, 
a totemistio sept of Chiks and 
Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Khuldl, a thar or sept of 
Ghirungs and Mangars in Dar- 
jiling. 

Khunaut or Khulaut, a sub- 
caste of Gonrhis in Behar. 

Khungbd, a seotion of Mur- 
mis in Darjiling. 

Khur, a title of T&mbulis in 
Bengal. 

Khurdd, a sub-caste of Bhan- 
diris in Orissa. 

Khuskhelia, a sub-caste of 
Telis in Behar. 

Khuthd Bhagwdnpur, a mul 
or section of the Naomulia or 
Majraut sub-caste of Goalas in 
Behar. 

Khutibaran, a section of Pdns 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Khuturid, a sub-caste of Mils 
in Birbhum. 



a teacher or reader in Persian, who in Eastern 
Bengal performs for the lower olasses several singular funotions aris- 
ing from the corrupt and Hinduised character of Muhammadanism 
in India. He is often styled the Murshid, or religious guide, and 
Akhund or tutor. As a rule he is very illiterate and only able to 
read Arabio with difficulty, but he makes much of this smattering 
of knowledge Thirty years ago the Khwind-Kdrs were important 
persons, their services being in great demand, but the reformed 
teaching of modern times has been gradually undermining this 
influence, and they are now little respected and seldom consulted. 
During the early years of this century, when Islim in Bengal was 
still paralyzed by the revolution that had occurred, the Khwdnd- 
Kars educated boys, instructing them in the rudiments of their 
religion. At the present day, however, Munshis generally teach 
children, although a Khwdnd-Kdr is often preferred by striot 
Muhammadans to instruct their children in the doctrines of the faith, 
and teach them the Raima, or confession of faith. 

The Khwdnd-Kar, moreover, makes Murids or disciples, exorcises 
persons possessed of devils, and cures diseases by preparing charms 
(ta’wiz) ; while many families consult him on all occasions of sick- 
ness; and his ability to relieve suffering is never for a moment 
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questioned by women. Should a child be attacked by fever or 
convulsions, the father goes to the Khwand-Kar and obtains a 
charm, usually consisting of a sentence of the Korin scribbled on 
a piece of paper, whioh is fastened to the child’s hair or arm ; or the 
Knwind-Kar mumbling a few sentences from the same book, blows 
into a cup of water and gives it to the father as a medicinal draught. 
Parents put implioit faith in the effioacy of these charms, and every 
Muhammadan can relate wonderful cures effected by them. It is 
said that if an aduit disabled by a neuralgic or rheumatio pain, 
drinks water in which the written oharm of a Khwand-Kir has been 
dipped, immediate relief is procured, and no native will deny the 
possibility of this occurring. 

Kolita , a trading and cultivating oaste of Northern 
Bengal and Assam, who olaim to be descended from a Kayasth 
who was employed at the Court of the of Kuoh Behar to 

determine auspicious times and seasons for doing particular things. 
Colonel Dalton describes them as a good-looking race with “ oval faces, 
well-shaped heads, high noses, large eyes, well- developed eye-lids 
and eyelashes, and the light supple frame of the pure Hindu.” In 
Assam they are called Kolita, in Northern Bengal they are known 
by the name of Khy&n. 

The sections of the caste are shown in Appendix I. They are 
of the ordinary Brahmanical type, with slight modifications suoh as 
might easily arise from maladroit borrowing. A Khy&n may not 
marry a girl belonging to his own section, nor may he marry 
within the usual formula of prohibited degrees reckoned to the 
seventh generation in the descending line. Girls are married as 
infants at ages varying from five to thirteen. The marriage 
ceremony is of the standard Brahmanioal type, the gift of the 
bride to the bridegroom and his acceptance of her being reckoned 
the essential and binding portion. Widows are not allowed to 
marry again, nor is divorce permitted. 

As to their religion, Khydns are orthodox Hindus. Most of 
them belong to the S£kta sect, but Yaishnavas are also found among 
them. They employ Brahmans as priests, who are received on terms 
of equality by other members of the sacred order. Their sooial 
rank is respectable, and Brahmans, Kdyasths and Baidyas take water, 
fruit and sweetmeats from their hands. 



Khy&n, a synonym for Kai- 
bartta. 

Khyaurak&r, a title of Ndpits 
in Bengal 

Khyungpo, a rut or sept of 
Dejong Lhoris, whose anoestor 
is said to have emigrated from 
North Bhotan. 

Khyung-toip&i a rut or sept 
of the Bedtshan-gye sub-tribe of 



Dejong Lhoris or Bhotias of the 
south. 

Kidat, a section of Go&lis in 
the North-Western Provinces and 
Behar. 

Kilkh&gaur, a mul or section 
of Son&rs in Behar. 

Kinda, date palm, a totemistio 
sept of Oraons in Chota 
Nagpur. 
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Kintichd, a thar or sept of 
Sunuwdrs in Darjiling. 

Kinwar v a sept of the Surya- 
bansi Rajputs and a seotion of 
Bdbhans in Behar. 

Kiot, a synonym for Kewat. 

Kiral, a pdin of the Kdsyapa 
gotra of Bdrendra Brahmans in 
Bengal. 

Kirdnti, Kirdti, a native of 
the Kirdnt-des or mountainous 
oountry lying between the Dud- 
Kosi and the Karki rivers in 
Nepal. The term includes the 
Khambu, Limbu, and Yakhd 
tribes ; and the Danudr, Hayu, 
and Thami also claim to be 
Kirdnti. Their title, however, 
to be included in this category 
is not admitted by the three 
tribes first mentioned, who claim 
to be, and are generally recog- 
nised as being, of superior sooial 
status. 

Kiri, weevils in rice, a totem- 
istio sept of Mundas in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Kiro or Bdgh, a section of 
Kharias in Chota Nagpur. 

Kirtolid, a mul or section of 
the Naomulia or Majraut sub- 
caste of Goalas in Behar. 

Kirttan, a title of Bunris in 
Bengal. 

Kirtti, a title of Dakshin- 
Rdrhi and Bangaja Kdyasths in 
Bengal. 

Kisdn, a mul or section of the 
Bidhut sub-caste of Kalwars in 
Behar; a title of Kharids in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Ktsangirj a sect of religious 
mendicants who worship Krishna. 



Kisdnsindurid, a class of 
cultivators in Chota Nagpur said 
to have come from Gdngpur. 

Kisdn T uri, a sub-caste of 
Turis in Chota Nagpur. 

Kisaurid, a section of Kan* 
aujia Lohars in Behar. 

Kishanpakshi, one bom in the 
dark half {Krishna paksha) of the 
month; a title of the illegi- 
timate offspring of members of 
two different castes in Behar. 

Kishnaut, a sub-caste of Ahirs 
or Godlds in Behar and Chota 
Nagpur whose title is Mandar. 
Their gotra is Prem Ghuno. 
They ohum milk. 

Kisku, a sept of the Ho and 
Santdl tribes. 

Kisnot, a sept of Lohdrs in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kispotta, pig’s entrails, a 
totemistio sept of Oraonsin Chota 
Nagpur. 

Kissan, a totemistio sept of 
Mundas in Chota Nagpur ; also a 
synonym for the Ndgeswar 
tribe. 

Kissaurid, a seotion of 
Kanaujid Lohdrs in Behar. 

Kissi, a sept of Mundas in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kistobagal, a sub-caste of 
Godlds, who eat fowls, drink 
wine, eto. 

Kod, cocoon, a totemistio sept 
of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Kodljibhd Thdkur, a title of 
Bdbhans in Behar. 

Kodri, a g&in of the Kdsyapa 
gotra of Rdrhi Brahmans in 
Bengal. 
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JUrchlt, Kochh-Mandai , Brijbantt, Paliyd , Dest, a large Dravi- 
dian tribe of North-Eastern and Eastern Bengal, among whom 
there are grounds for suspecting some admixture of Mongolian 

. . . blood. At the present day the name Kochh, 

hona of ongm. without doubt the original designation of 
the tribe, is so oarefully tabooed in the districts where they are 
most numerous, and where there is every reason to believe them 
to represent the earliest permanent settlers, that in Kuch Behar 
itself at the Census of 1881 not a single Koohh was to be found. 
The transformation of the Kochh into the R&jbansi, the name by 
which they are now known in Rangpur, Jalpaiguri, and Kuch or 
Kochh Behar, is a singular illustration of the influence exeroised by 
fiotion in the making of caste. As described by Buchanan at the 
beginning of the century and by Hodgson some fifty years ago, 
the Kochh tribe was unquestionably non-Aryan and non-Hindu. 
Now the great majority of the Kochh inhabitants of Northern 
Bengal invariably describe themselves as R&jbansis or Bhanga- 
Kshatriyas — a designation whioh enables them to pose as an outlying 
branoh of the Kshatriyas who fled to these remote districts in order 
to escape from the wrath of Parasu-Rima. They claim descent 
from R&j& Dasarath, father of Rama ; they keep Brahmans, imitate 
the Brahmanical ritual in their marriage ceremony, and have begun 
to adopt the Brahmanical system of gotras. In respeot of this last 
point they are now in a curious state of transition, as they have all 
hit upon the same gotra (Kasyapa), and thus habitually transgress 
the primary rule of the Brahmanical system which absolutely prohibits 
marriage within the gotra . But for this defect in their connubial 
arrangements — a defect which will probably be corrected in a genera- 
tion or two as they and their purohits rise in intelligence — there 
would be nothing in their customs to distinguish them from Aryan 
Hindus, although there has been no mixture of blood and they remain 
thoroughly Kochh under the name of R&jbansi. Although there 
is no historical foundation for the olaim of the R&jbansis to be 
a provincial variety of the Kshatriyas, it is a singular fact that the 
title R&jbansi serves much the same purpose for the lower strata 
of the Hindu population of Northern Bengal as the title Rajput 
does for the landholding olasses of dubious origin all over India. 
The one term, like the other, serves as the sonorous designation 
of a large and heterogeneous group bound together by the common 
desire of social distinction. The original nuoleus of the Rajput 
group may have been Aryan, as that of the R&jbansi was cer- 
tainly Dravidian. Both, nowever, have been, and continue to be, 
recruited by very similar methods. Only the recruits of the one are 
drawn from the landholders; of the other from the cultivating classes. 

A good observer 1 describes the R&jbansi as “ the most con- 
spicuously Dravidian race in Bengal. Their men are tall and 
robust, and neither in feature nor dress strikingly Tamilian ; 
but at a market or village gathering thronged by their women 
one could imagine oneself transported to Kanara or Tamil land. 
The lUjbansi women, whose cast of feature is singularly homely 

1 Mr. W. B. Oldham, then Deputy Commissioner of Darjiling. 
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and rough-hewn, leave the head unooyered and wear a dress in 
whioh blue or purple invariably predominates, reaching only to 
the knee and bound over the bosom, leaving- both shoulders bare 
in a fashion not seen among other people m Bengal ; while the 
ornaments of the head and limbs recall those worn in Southern 
India. Their language, however, is only Bengali, and they have 
no separate dialect or patois. That their adhesion to Hinduism is 
comparatively recent is shown by their own customs as regards burial, 
food and marriage, as well as by the existence of the Dhimal, who 
might be defined as a non-Hinduised Kochh or Rajbansi among 
them and beside them.” 

A. medioal officer, resident in Kochh Behar, whose opinion is 
quoted by Colonel Dalton, describes the Kochh of that country 
as having flat square faces ; eyes black and oblique ; hair blaok and 
straight, in some ourling; nose flat and short; oheek bones promin- 
ent ; beard and whiskers rather deficient ; colour of skin in most 
instances blaok. Colonel Dalton himself says that the Rijbansi 
are all very dark, and that the Kochh display the thick protuberant 
lips and maxillariee of the negro. 

A comparison of these opinions with my own observations and 
with the average oephalic, nasal and naso-malar indices of the 
caste ascertained by a large number of actual measurements seems 
to me to warrant the conclusion that the Kochh, Rajbansi, Paliyd, 
Desi and other varieties by whatever names they are called are 
descended from a Dra vidian stock which may probably have oooupied 
the valley of the Ganges at the time of the Aryan advance into 
Bengal. Driven forward by this incursion into the swamps and 
forests of Northern and North-Eastern Bengal, the tribe were here 
and there brought into contaot with the Mongoloid raoes of the 
Lower Himalayas and of the Assam border, and their type may 
have been affected to a varying degree by intermixture with these 
people. But on the whole Dravidian characteristics predominate 
among them over Mongolian. 

The endogamous divisions of the caste differ slightly in 

_ . , . , different districts, but are based everywhere 

Internal structure. 1L j 1 £ . <, .. y , 

upon the degree of ceremonial purity which 
the members of particular groups are believed to have attained. 
In Northern Bengal the principal sub-caste is the R&jbansi, who 
also oall themselves Sivbansi with reference to the legend which 
traoes their origin to a liaison between the God Siva and Hira, the 
daughter of Hdju, ohief of the Koohh tribe, about the middle of the 
sixteenth century. Other synonyms — Bhanga-Kshatriya, Patita- 
Kshatriya, Kshatri-Sankoch, and Suraj-bansi — rest on the tradition 
which makes them out to be a remnant of the Kshatriyas scattered 
by Parasu Bima, who cast off their sacrificial threads, hid themselves 
in the swampy jungles of Northern Bengal, and thus for the time 
being abdicated the proud position whioh the Rajbansi are now anxi- 
ously striving to reclaim. Alongside of the R&jbansi, but usually 1 



1 I have come across R&jbansis who said that members of the two groups 
intermarried, and that E&jbansi and Paliy& were practically convertible 
term 8. 
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distinct in respect of intermarriage and the eating of oooked food, we 
find the large sub-caste of Pal i yd. The name Paliyd is said by 
some to refer to the flight ( palayan ) of the supposed Kshatriya 
ancestors of the tribe; but it is equally possible that it may be 
merely a variant of the first half of the name Pani-Kochh by which 
the people now calling themselves Paliyd were known at the begin- 
ning of this century, when Dr. Buohanan made his survey of Dindjpur 
and Rangpur. They are further subdivided into two subordinate 
groups, known as Sddh u or pure and Bd bu Pal i yd. The latter name 
is regarded by the members of the sub-caste themselves as a title of 
distinction, or at least of respectability, connecting them with the 
Maharaja of Kuch Behar and the Rdikat of Jalpaiguri, whom they 
regard as the heads of the large heterogeneous body known as Rdj- 
bansi or Paliyd. By the Sddhu Paliyds, on the other hand, it is 
explained as a corruption of Byabahdri from Byabahar usage, 
implying that the observances of the Bdbu group are not up to their 
own standard of ceremonial purity. It is by no means easy to say 
how far these imputations are justified in regard to the entire Bdbu 
sub-caste. Custom varies from district to district, and the tendenoy 
to imitate the usages of the higher castes is continually raising the 
ideal to which people endeavour to conform. Subject to this limita- 
tion, I think it is true as a general rule that the main distinction 
between the Sddhu and Bdbu Paliyd oonsists in the fact that the 
latter eat pork, fowls, orocodiles, lizards and the leavings of men of 
their own caste, and indulge freely in strong drink, while all these 
things are forbidden to the Sddhu Paliyd. Another sub-caste known 
in Dinajpur is Desi, who regard themselves as somewhat superior to 
the Paliyds. A Desi oan take rice, water, sweetmeats, eta, from 
a Paliyd man, but not from a Paliyd woman ; nor is there any inter- 
marriage between the two groups. One is tempted to oonjeoture 
that this group, which is not a particularly large one, may be the 
modem representatives of the Deosi, a sort of rudimentary priests 
among therani-Kochh, who, according to Buchanan, were “ supposed 
to know more than their neighbours of the manner in whioh the gods 
are to be pleased.” The Desi claim to be better than the Paliyds, 
in that they do not plough with cows or use them to turn oil-mills. 

In Jalpaiguri the general name is Rdjbansi, and three sub-castes 
are found — the Dobhdsir, who eat pork and fowls and drink spirits ; 
the Moddsi, who eat pork and drink spirits, but abstain from fowls; 
and the Jdlud or ohdlud, who catch and sell fish. It is curious to 
learn that within comparatively reoent times the Rdjbansis of the 
Darjiling Terai were divided into three endogamous sub-castes, 
bearing names having reference to the character of their dwellings. 
The T ongia lived in houses raised from the ground on piles, such 
as the Mongoloid races of the north-eastern border usually build ; 
the Khopria contented themselves with low huts on the level of 
the ground; while the Gobria kept their cattle in the houses 
which they lived in themselves. These distinctions have now died 
out, and have been replaced by the divisions Paliyd and Bdbu 
Kochh, and they are only mentioned here as showing how tribes 
which adopt Hinduism tend continually to get rid of their pre-Hindu 
methods of grouping and to remodel their internal structure 
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on lines whioh indicate (he degree in which particular groups 
approaoh the orthodox standard of food and usage. 

The K&nt&i Rajbansi are a smaller group found scattered in 
several districts of Northern Bengal, who cultivate the soil, hold 
various kinds of tenures, serve as gomashtas, and sometimes practise 
medicine. The Tidr or Dalai are a fishing group mentioned by 
Buchanan, whose characteristic pursuit is fishing in the shallow 
drains or ditches connected with swamps and rice-fields. “ In these 
they lay a long trap, called dhanggi , made of split bamboos. The 
mouth may be six or eight feet in length and one and a half to two 
feet wide. It slopes to an edge behind, being about two and a half 
or three feet broad. The fish that enter are prevented from return- 
ing by a row of bamboo splits placed as in a mouse trap, and they 
are shaken out by a hole at one ooraer whioh is plugged when the 
trap is set. Where there is any stream, the fish enter of their own 
aooord ; but they are often collected from a whole marsh and driven 
to the trap by dragging through the water a rope made of twisted 
ribs of the plantain tree leaves, the sides of which hang down 
like a fringe and alarm the fish as the rope approaches.” 

The Kochh-Mandai of the Bhowal forest tract in the north of 
Daoca appear to be a branch of the Kochh who have long been separ- 
ated from the main body of the tribe and have to some extent inter- 
mingled with the (faros. The latter half of the name Kochh-Mandai 
is said to be the Garo word for man, and the entire name may be taken 
to be analogous to those double names which occur among several 
Dravidian tribes and denote groups owing their origin to crossing. 

Mention has been made above of the singular fact that in seek- 
ing to copy the Brahmanioal method of exogamy, the Rijbansi have 
been content to borrow one gotra only. All Bijbansis in fact 
belong to the same gotra Kasyapa, and thus habitually disregard the 
leading principle of the system which they proudly profess to follow. 
In theory intermarriage is regulated by the standard formula 
calculated to seven generations in the descending line from the 
paternal and maternal uncles, and to three generations from the 
aunts. But great laxity is said to prevail on this point throughout 
the caste, and in one district I am informed that marriage with a 
uterine half-sister is not prohibited. Another circumstance which 
tends rather to encourage consanguineous marriages is the prejudice 
entertained against marrying any one who comes from a distance. 
The result of this is that for matrimonial purposes the R3jbansi are 
broken up into a number of small territorial groups which bear no 
distinctive names and the limits of which do not admit of being 
precisely defined. 

The R&jbansis profess to marry their daughters as infants, 
between the ages of four and ten years ; but 
arnage. this oustom has only recently been adopted, 

and it is difficult to ascertain to what extent it is really followed 
even among those sub-castes which profess to be pure Hindus. 
In the more primitive groups adult-marriage still prevails, and 
a breaoh of chastity before marriage is readily oondoned, though 
the tendenoy is continually towards the adoption of what is 
believed to be the more a orthodox usage. The same remark applies 



Digitized by 



Google 



495 



KOCHH. 



to the remarriage of widows. The R&jbansis in Rangpur if ques- 
tioned on this point aver most positively that nothing of the sort is 
permitted ; while their brethren in the Darjiling Term make no 
seoret at all of allowing a widow to remarry outside the degrees 
prohibited to her before her marriage, and subject to the further 
condition that she may not marry any of the elder relations of her 
late husband. Where a widow happens to be the head of the 
family, she enjoys the further privilege of choosing any man not 
within the prohibited degrees to live with her as her husband without 
going through any ceremony whatever. This looks like a survival, 
and may possibly furnish an explanation of the statement made by 
Buchanan 1 about the P&ni-Koohh that “ women who happen to be 
unmarried after they have grown up select a husband according to 
their own discretion,” which by itself seems rather unlikely. If, 
however, we suppose the privilege to have been limited to women who 
had control of the property of their family, it bears a different aspect, 
and falls into line with several points of primitive practice in 
matters affecting property. Curiously enough, the Rdjbansis, who 
prohibit widow-mamage, nevertheless reoognise divorce, — a faot 
sufficient in itself to show, if further proof were wanting, that the 
former prohibition cannot have been long in force among them. 
Such divorces are effeoted before a panchdyat , at whioh the purohit 
and the barber of the caste, — the former a Rajbansi-Brahman or 
Bama -Brahman , — are present. The husband states his case, the 
wife has or is supposed to have the right of reply, and the judgment 
of the panchdyat is given by acclamation. If, as usually happens, it 
is adverse to the wife, her hair is shaved close to her head by the 
barber and the husband turns her out of the Rdjbansi community. 

Among the Rajbansi of Rangpur the feeling against widow- 
Hypersramy marriage has given rise to a curious form 

"" h of hypergamy. Not content with adopting 

from the higher castes an artificial and inconvenient restriction 
which causes special hardship in a country where girls are married 
as children, they have proceeded to manufacture for themselves an 
imitation of Kulinism based upon the extent to which particular 
families have kept themselves free from the sin of allowing their 
widows to marry. Just as Balldl Sen appraised the virtues of the 
Brahmans of his day and allotted them graded rank accordingly, so 
R&jbansi opinion has seized upon the one tangible quality of having 
refrained from countenancing widow-marriage, and has made this the 
test of social respectability. Families of whom it can be said that 
none of their widows have been allowed to take second husbands 
rank in Rdjbansi ciroles as Kulins ; their members are spoken of os 
mahat or “ great and people who wish to marry their daughters 
have to pay a substantial bride-price for the privilege. In point of 
stringency and completeness the copy falls far short of the model it 
professes to reproduce. Kulin women are not restricted in marriage 
to their own grade, and the alliances contracted by them have not, as 
among the Brahmans, the property of tainting the entire family to 
which they belong. 

1 Eastern India , iii, 640. 



Digitized by {jOOQie 




KOCHH. 



496 



Professional matoh-makers ( ghataks ) are employed to arrange 
„ . . . marriages. The initiative is taken by the father 

a - mg. Q f ^he bridegroom, who sends the ghatah with 

two hundred leaves of the betel and eighty areoa nuts to the bride’s 
house. The ghatak stays there three days, which are spent in 



about 
by any 



discussing the pros and cons of the match and haggling 
the amount of the bride-price. If this time is disturbed b, 
unlucky event, such as tne house catching fire, or a cloth being 
accidentally burned, or a cooking pot or water pot broken, the 
negotiations are abandoned and cannot be afterwards renewed, 
it being believed that grave misfortunes would follow if the 
omens were disregarded. Supposing all goes well, the ghatak 
returns to the bridegroom’s house and reports the result of his 
mission, laying stress upon the attractions of the bride, and stating the 
bride-price that is asked for her. This of course depends mainly upon 
the circumstances of the families. When the bride’s father is rioh 
he may decline to accept money. Again, the amount sometimes 
varies in proportion to the age of the bridegroom. An elderly man 
may have to pay Rs. 80 or Rs. 90 for a wife, while in the case of a 
boy of fourteen to eighteen the sum would ordinarily range in 
tolerably well-to-do families from Rs. 20 to Rs 25. After the ghataVs 
report has been duly considered, for nothing may be done in a hurry, 
a party of the boy’s relatives go to the girl’s house with the 
ghatak y bearing an offering of curds, which they distribute to the 
members of the bride’s family. This is the right time to pay 
the bride-prioe, or at least half of it, should the bridegroom’s 
father not be able to pay the whole at once. 

The offer made through the ghatak having thus been rati- 
__ . fied by the bridegroom’s family, the wedding 

go ceremony. (j a y j 8 fixed with due regard to the auspicious 
days determined by the priests of the caste. On the appointed day 
the bridegroom is taken in procession to the bride’s house, where 
four women ( barati ) of the bride’s family lift him out of his palanquin, 
place him on a seat, and offer him pdn and tobaooo after his journey. 
In the courtyard of the house a mama or wedding oanopy has been 
erected, consisting of five plantain stems, about three feet high, 
arranged in the form of a quinounx, with an earthen pot (ghara) 
of water placed at the foot of eaoh. The distance between the 
plantain stems is the distanoe from the bridegroom’s foot to his ear. 
Outside the figure are a sieve and a winnowing fan with two extra 
pots of water. The following plan illustrates the arrangement: — 
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The four bardti or processional women already referred to lead 
in first the bridegroom and then the bride, and put them in their 
places on either side of the marua , whioh they walk round five times, 
conducted by the barati. As they reach their plaoes after eaoh 
complete turn, the bridal pair stand still and pelt each other with 
dtab , rice and imitation cowries made of pith (sola). While this 
goes on a cloth is held up across the oentre of the marua and sudden- 
ly raised when the bride throws, so that only a few of her missiles 
reaoh the bridegroom while it is dropped for the latter so as to give 
him a clear shot at the bride. Throughout the ceremony the couple 
wear high crowns or helmets made of sola pith. 

After the marua has been duly oircled, a doth is spread in front 
of the winnow and sieve, and the couple sit down on it, cross- 
legged, the bride being on the right. Her left hand is then tied 
with kusa grass on the top of the right hand of the bridegroom ; the 
father of the bride puts a rupee or half a rupee into her hand, and she 
gives the coin to the bridegroom, while a priest sitting at one side 
reoites mantras or mystical formulae supposed to be in Sanskrit. This 
completes the giving of the maiden (kanyadan) whioh the more 
orthodox B&jbansi affect to regard as the binding and essential 
portion of the ceremony. The father of the bride then gives her 
a new cloth, a lota, a cow, jewellery, etc., according to his means, and 
presents are also made to the bridegroom. 

A basketful of cowries is now brought for the couple to fore- 
tell the fortunes of their wedded life. The girl takes a handful and 
passes them to the boy, who in his turn picks them up and lays them 
down by the girl. The bardti women then count the shells and 
observe how many of them are lying with the hollow side upwards. 
If the greater number are in this position, the girl is said to have 
won the game, and this is an omen of her triumph in connubial 
disputes hereafter. If, however, most of the shells lie the other way, 
it is believed that the husband will get the best of it. After this the 
bride and bridegroom give one another curds and molasses to eat and 
afterwards betel, and the barati women conduot the bride inside the 
house, while the bridegroom returns to his own party. The night is 
spent in feasting, and early next morning the bridegroom takes the 
bride to his own house. Here a sort of duplicate ceremony is gone 
through, under the name of b&si bibdha , the four bardti women 
accompanying the prooession in order to lift the bride out of her 
palanquin and to attend upon her during the celebration. 

It is curious to observe that sindurdan , the smearing of vermil- 
ion between the bride’s eyebrows and on the parting of her hair, 
whioh ordinarily forms the binding portion of the marriage oeremony 
of the lower castes, is relegated by the R&jbansi to a position of com- 
parative obscurity. It is performed by two of the bardti women before 
the bridegroom arrives, at the time when the bride is washed with 
turmerio. The bridegroom merely puts a small blaok spot (kqjof) 
of oil and lamp-black between the bride’s eyebrows. In Darjiling, 
on the other hand, sindurdan holds its ground as the binding portion 
of the marriage oeremony, and as soon as it ha s been completed grass, 
water and rioe, symbolising happiness and fertility, are showered 

2 i 
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upon the eonple from the sieve and winnowing fan which lie 
ready. 

The Rajbansis of Jalpaiguri vary in some particulars the ritual 
described above. They use four plantains instead of five, and wind 
cotton thread seven times round each. The place of the fifth 
plantain stem in the centre of the quincunx is taken by some 
glowing embers supposed to represent the sacred fire of orthodox 
tradition, across wnich the bride and bridegroom pelt each other 
with flowers. The fire is ciroled seven times, not five, and in 
marohing round the couple keep the fire on their left hand, thus 
going counter to the path of the sun — a remarkable deviation from 
orthodox usage sufficient of itself to indicate that the R&jbansis 
have borrowed a ritual which they understand very imperfectly. In 
giving the bride to the bridegroom, the father of the bride must 
touoh the bridegroom’s knee with the second and third fingers of 
his left hand, repeating at the same time certain mantras dictated 
by the priest. 

The precise form of Hinduism followed by the Rajbansis 
Religion. seems to vary in different parts of the 

country according to the influences to which 
they are subjected. In Rangpur they profess to be Vaishnavas, 
while in Darjiling, where Tautric ideas are perhaps more pre- 
valent, their favourite goddess is alleged to be Kali. Bisanari 
or Manasi, Gr&mi, Tistu Buri, Hauuman, Bindur Tulsi, Rishi 
Kishtho, Peth&ni, Jogini, Hudum Deo, Bahastho or Bahustho, 
Balibhadra Th&kur, and Kora-Kuri are mentioned as among their 
minor gods. Some curious particulars of their worship deserve 
mention here. When a drought has lasted long, the R&jbansi 
women make two images of Hudum Deo from mud or cowdung, 
and carry them away into the fields at night. There they strip 
themselves naked and dance round the images, singing obscene 
songs, in the belief that this will cause rain to fall. The house- 
hold god, Bahastho or Bahustho, is worshipped in Baisakh (April- 
May) twice daily and at other times whenever the family enters a 
new house. A round lump of clay made smooth by smearing it with 
oowdung is Set up at the foot of a bamboo to represent the god, 
and to this offerings of rice are made which are eaten by the 
worshippers. If this duty is neglected, disease or some similar calamity 
is believed to come upon the family. To Satya-Narain, whom 
the Mahomedans revere under the name of Satya-Pir, fresh milk, 
wheat flour, plantains and sugar are offered by the Brahmans 
who serve the caste on an auspicious day in Jaishtha (May-June). 
For this god wheat flour is said to be essential, and no substitute 
is admitted. Balibhadra Th&kur is propitiated at sowing time 
under the form of a yoked plough, before which the worshippers 
prostrate themselves and do homage as at the shrine of a regular 
divinity. The germination of the seed is deemed to depend on the 
due performance of this ceremony. Seven months after child-birth, 
when the ohild is given rice to eat for the first time, Sh&ti (prob- 
ably a variant of Shashthi) is worshipped with offerings of kantla 
plantain, atab rice, and the leaves of the btl and the tulsi. Rude image 
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of the goddess are made by the M&li caste in the form of cylinders 
of sold about seven inches high, roughly moulded into human form and 
mounted on the backs of sold ducks. The cult of Kora Kuri is oonfined 
to women and children. During the month of Paush (December- 
January) a small earthen pot (gluit) is set up in the yard, offerings 
of duba grass, plantain and turmerio are laid on it, and it is 
smeared with vermilion and oil. Peth&ni and Jogini are worship- 
ped only by women, Sanny&si only by boys. 

In Rangpur, Kamakhya 6r Kamrup Brahmans superintend the 
religious observances of the R&jbansi caste. These rank as Bama- 
Brahmans, and are not reoeived on equal terms by other members 
of the sacred order. In Darjiling and Jalpaiguri the caste seem 
hardly to have attained to the dignity of having Brahmans of their 
own, and any one among them who has aoquired a reputation for 
sanctity may be called in to officiate as priest. 

Orthodox R&jbansis burn their dead: the less Hinduised 
FuneraL members of the caste resort to either burial 

or cremation as happens to be convenient. 
Children, lepers and persons who die of snake-bite are buried. 
Some set up over the grave a small white flag or canopy, usually 
of muslin, two or three feet square; others put a pot of water 
and a tulsi tree there. The period of mourning seems to vary 
in different districts. Thus the R&jbansis of Darjiling perform 
sraddh on the thirteenth day after death, those of Jalpaiguri on the 
eleventh, and the R6jbansis of Rangpur on the thirty-first. During 
the thirty days following the funeral, these latter take their meals in 
wet clothes, ohanging afterwards to dry ones, sleep on jute, eat atap 
rice, and abstain from fish, flesh, pan, masur dal , condiments and salt. 
Every year on the eighth or ninth day of the new moon in the 
month of Bh&dra (August-8eptember) sraddh is performed for three 
generations of deoeased ancestors by throwing into a river milk, 
wheat, atap rice, sesamum, barley, plantains, bel leaves and sprays of 
the tulsi plant, and uttering at the same time the names of the 
three ancestors who are to be held in honour. 

In spite of their pretentions to be Kshatriyas, the sooial status 
of the R&jbansi is still extremely low, and no 
well-known caste will take cooked food from 
their hands or smoke in their hookahs. In the 
Darjiling Terai, where the caste is numerous, Hindus take water 
from them, but this is one of those concessions to circumstances of 
whioh caste custom offers many examples. The caste as a whole may 
be described as agricultural, though many, as has been mentioned 
above, make their living as fishermen, and carpenters, blaoksmiths, 
jewellers, and money-lenders are also found among them. Most 
R&jbansis, however, are cultivating ryots with or without oooupanoy 
rights, some are landless day-labourers paid in cash .or kind, and 
others hold their fields as ddhiars or metayers, paying half the 
produce to their immediate landlord. There are said to be no 
zamindars among them, the fact probably being all the zamindars 
who were originally Rajbansis have long ago got themselves trans- 
formed into Rajputs. Many of them in Darjiling and Jalpaiguri 

2 i 2 
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hold the tenures known as jotddri , the inoidents of whioh closely 
resemble those of a taluk. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
the Koehh tribe in 1872 and 1881 



District. 


1871 




District. 


1871 


1881. 


Bard wan . 




1,006 


Kuoh Behar 




299,458 


Bankora 




8 


224 


Dacca 


15,600 


13,498 


Birbhum 




1 


4,861 


Faridpur 


8,862 


1,886 


Midnapur 




17 


2,528 


Bakarganj 


672 


924 


Hughli 






r 6 


Maimansinh 


82,361 


81,997 


Howrah 




5 28 


l 96 


Chittagong , u 


10,866 


180 


24-Parganaa 




170 


1,767 


Noakhali 


43 




Nadiya 




1.632 


16,336 


Tipper* h 


1,296 


1496 


Jeesore 




1317 


4,768 


Chittagong Hill Tracts ... 




41 


Khulna 






2, Oil 


Gya ... 




4 


Murshedabad 




1 17,646 


17,682 


Bbagalpur 


164 


89 


Dinaipur 




446.641 


407,923 


Purniah 


61,724 


71,833 


Bajghahye 






10,469 


Maldah 


63.217 


60,700 


Rangpur 




427,671 


492,408 


San til Panranaa 


362 


61 


Beam 




15.640 


19,055 


Orissa Tributary 8tates ... 




27 


Pabna 




8,078 


4,875 


Hasaribagh 




S 


Darjiling 




28,124 


30.801 


Manbhum ... 




862 


Julpigori 




180,647 


206,322 


Tributary States 


...... 


116 



Kochhi Bedid, a sub-caste of 
BediAs whose original home was 
in Kuoh Behar ; also called 
Koclih Bedii, 

Koch i la, a sub-tribe of Th&rus 
in Nepal; a sept of the Raut&r 
sub-tribe of Th&rus in Behar. 

Kochohina, a sept of the 
Survabansi sub-tribe of Rajputs 
in Behar. 

Kodaria, worker with the 
spade, a section of B&bhans in 
Behar. 

Kodbari&, a mul or section of 
the Maghayd sub-caste of 
Kdndus in Behar. 

Kodo S&g, a kind of water 
vegetable, a totemistio sept of 
Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 



Kodrid , a synonym for Kadaar 
or Kadarwa, who dig earth 
like Beldars and work as 
labourers. 

Kodriwe or Kodarye, a mul 
of the S&ndil section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Koe&, a wild beast, a totem- 
istio sept of Loh&rs in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Koftgar, a craftsman who 
practises the art of inlaying gold 
and silver on iron, usually, 
though not invariably, a Mahom- 
edan. 

Kogdengsa, a sept of Maghs 
in the Hill Tracts of Chitta- 
gong. 

Kohli, a that or sept of the 
Das-Qurung sub-tribe of Gur- 
ungs in Darjiling. 



ILoiri, Murdo , a very numerous cultivating caste of Behar and 
0 . . Chota Nagpur, whom Dr. Wise believed to be 

ngUL “ closely allied to the Kurmi, with whom they 

drink, but do not eat, while the Kurmi attend their marriages and 
partake of the feast." Mr. Nesfield again identifies the Koiri with 
the K&chhi, and adds that the name Koiri “ shows that the wandering 
and semi-savage Kol, who is still to be found in the districts south of 
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the Ganges,” was the remote anoestor of the caste, “ though every 
tradition of suoh descent, appears now to have been forgotten.” Both 
theories appear to me to go muoh farther than the evidenoe justifies. 
There is nothing specially improbable in the suggestion that both 
Koiris and Kurmis may be descended from the same stook, nor even 
in the conjecture that the parent tribe was of non-Aryan origin ; but 
we oan point to no definite facts tending to affiliate the Koiris 
to the group of tribes included in the general name Kolh, nor 
are the cases of social intercourse noticed by Dr. Wise sufficient to 
prove tribal affinity between the two castes. All that can be said is 
that the Koiri have too long been a distinct caste, and have been too 
much affected by Hindu influences for it to be possible to frame any 
plausible hypothesis regarding the elements of which they are made 
up. Their own tradition, that they were oreated by Siva to tend the 
radish (murdi) and to look after the sacred gardens of Benares, is of 
the common mythological type and gives no due to their descent. 

We find among Koiris in different parts of the country the 
following thirteen sub-castes : — 

Barki-D&ngi , 1 Chhotki-DAngi, Banap&r, Jaruh&r, KanaujiA, 

Ti MagahiyA, TirhutiA, ChirmAit, KumArh, 

internal structure. DhAr, ReutiA, PauriA, BarAkar, and 

PalmohA. The common story regarding the origin of these groups 
is that the first Koiri, the son of MahAdeva and PArvati, was placed 
by them in charge of a garden, and that the sub-castes are descended 
from girls of various oastes who came to pick flowers in the 
garden and conferred their favours on the gardener. The sections 
are shown in Appendix I. In Behar they are territorial or titular ; 
while in Chota Nagpur and the SantAl Parganas survivals of 
totemism may be traced in the KAsyap and NAg gotra s, the 
members of which will not kill or molest tortoises and snakes. 
The KAsyap Koiris, indeed, carry their reverence for the tortoise 
to such a length that if one is caught they smear its shell 
with oil and vermilion and put it baok into the water. Some of the 
Behar section-names, again, are a kind of shibboleth, referring to the 
occupation of the caste or reciting at length the supposed habitat of 
the section. The usual rule is that a man may not marry a woman 
of his own section, but in Bhagalpur as many as nine sections are said 
to be excluded. The standard formula calculated to seven generations 
in the descending line is used for reckoning prohibited degrees not 
covered by the rule forbidding marriage within the section. 

Koiris usually marry their daughters as infants between the 
ages of seven and ten, but rich men sometimes 
Mamage. have the ceremony performed when the girl 

is only three or four years old : “ after she has got her teeth/ 
as the saying goes ; while both in Behar and Chota Nagpur a girl s 
marriage may be deferred for special reason s until she has passed the 

1 The Barki-Dangi, who forbid widow-remarriage, are supposed to be the 
highest in rank; then come the Chhotki-DAngi and the Jaruhar foUowed by 
th? territorial divisions KanaujiA, Magahiva and TirhutiA. The GoitA and 
DhAr groups, found in Champaran, keep fowls, and are beheved J * ' JF ' 
illegitimate descendants of a Koin woman by a KunjrA or vegetable-seller. 
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age of puberty without the family incurring serious reproach thereby. 
Colonel Dalton gives the following acoount of a Koiri marriage in 
Chota Nagpur, which does not appear to differ materially from the 
usage ourrent in Behar : — 

“ The preliminaries are first arranged by mutual friends, who 
meet at the house of the bride. If they come to an agreement, small 
sums of money are interchanged. The boy’s friends give four annas 
and a half, and the girl’s mends one and a half, and this is an 
engagement. 

“ But as a betrothal it is incomplete till the ceremony called 
mgan bdndhna is performed. Ten or more of the boy’s friends with 
musio and a Brahman go to the girl’s house ; her friends are also 
invited, and the ceremony commences by the father of the girl and 
the father of the boy each spreading a new cloth on the ground. The 
Brahman then takes some dhan from the store of the bride’s father 
and places it in the hands of the maiden, who throws it on the cloth 
spread by her father-in-law that is to be. The Brahman next takes 
some grain that has been brought from the bridegroom’s house, and 
this is thrown on the cloth spread by the father of the maiden. The 
oloths are then rolled up with the grain in them : the bride retains 
that which was brought from her betrothed’s house. The friends of 
the latter take away the doth produced by the bride’s father. 

“Eight days after the above ceremony the marriage takes 
place. A Brahman priest presides, and the service is strictly Brah- 
manical. At the conclusion of the orthodox ritual the bride and 
var y their scarfs tied together, are made to perform seven times a 
circuit round a collection of vessels containing water, grain, oil, 
and a light. This is called the bhanwar . The girl goes first : she 
carries one of the cloths with grain, and the boy the other, and, 
allowing the grain to drop, they thus mark the circuits they make. 

“ When all is over, tne boy is taken into the women’s apartments 
and invited to eat, but he will not touch food till a present is made 
to him. In the same manner, when the bride first appears 
amongst the females of her husband’s house she obstinately declines 
all refreshments till bribed to eat. The jahdz is used by the 
Koiris as well as by the Kurmis.” 

Polygamy is permitted, and there does not appear to be any 
positive rule limiting the number of wives a man may have. The 
caste, however, is not a wealthy one, and it is unusual to find a man 
with more than two wives, while a second wife is commonly taken 
only in the event of the first being barren. 

All the sub-oastes except the Barki-Ddngi allow a widow to 
marry affain by the sagai or sang a form, and impose no restrictions 
on her cnoice of a seoond husband. It is, however, deemed the right 
thing for her to marry her late husband’s younger brother (dewar) if 
suoh a relative exists ; and the fact that a woman who marries an 
outsider must give up her male children to her late husband’s family 
tends on the whole to make marriage with the dewar a very oommon 
arrangement. The sangd ritual as performed by the Koiris of Man- 
bhum is a very simple one. Late in the evening the bridegroom 
accompanied by a few of his friends goes without any special display 
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to the bride’s house, where he is received by her relations and given 
a seat in the courtyard. There he is joined by the bride, who is 
brought in by two widows, and takes her seat on a ml leaf in front of 
the bridegroom. The bridegroom presents to her a new sari, and 
touches with the little finger of his left hand some powdered vermil- 
ion, whioh is brought to him in a ml leaf. A widow then smears 
some of this powder on the bride’s forehead and the parting of her 
hair ; this act, whioh completes the oeremony, being greeted with a 
cry of “ Haribol ” by the lookers-on. The proceedings end with a 
feast provided by the bridegroom, who takes his wife home quietly 
the same night. In the north of Manbhum (thanas JhariA and 
Topohinohi) a different custom prevails, which may perhaps represent 
a state of transition towards the abandonment of widow-marriage. 
There no oeremony of any kind is performed; but if a man wishes to 
keep a widow as his mistress, he announces his intention to the head- 
men. If they agree, he simply takes the woman to live with him. 

The practice of the caste in the matter of divorce appears to 
vary with the surroundings of the caste, and to depend on the extent 
to which they have been influenced by the example of the higher 
castes. In Chota Nagpur and parts of Behar considerable license 
of divorce is allowed. Reference is made to the oas te panchayat ; 
and if it is found that the husband has just cause of complaint, he is 
permitted to put away his wife. Divorced wives may marry again. 
The Koiris of Bhagalpur and Patna, on the other hand, profess not 
to recognise divorce, and a woman who goes wrong is simply turned 
out of the caste. In Champaran the rule is said to be that a man 
may obtain from the panchayat authority to divoroe his wife for 
adultery or for serious faults of temper. A woman so divorced may 
marry a man of a different (presumably lower) section, but may 
not marry within her own section without the express permission 
of the leading members of the group— the oaste Brahmans and the 
local zamindar. For this permission certain fees have to be paid. 
This seems to imply the opinion that a woman having by marriage 
beoome a member of her husband’s section does not revert to her 
own section when divorced, and thus is not precluded from marry- 
ing a man who before her marriage would have been deemed a 
blood relation. 



Koiris profess to be orthodox Hindus belonging to the Saiva 
or S&kta seots, and Vaishnavism has hitherto 
agl01L made little progress among them. The quality 

of their orthodoxy, however, seems to vary with locality, and may 
perhaps be gauged by the degree of consideration accorded to their 
Brahmans and by the character of their minor gods. Thus in Chota 
Nagpur the Brahmans who serve the Koiris as priests are not 
received on equal terms by other members of the sacred order ; while 
among their minor gods we find the aboriginal Marang-Buru or 
Barpah&ri alongside of Sokhd, Parameswari, Mahdvira, and Hanu- 
m&n. Mounds of dried clay representing these are found in every 
house, and there is often a larger mound with a tulsi tree in the 
courtyard, which, according to Colonel Dalton, is saored to the 
entire group of deities. In addition to the Hindu festivals of 
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Janmdshtami and Sivardt they observe the aboriginal feasts of 
Karma and Jitta parab , and invoke Marang-Buru at oertain inter- 
vals, speeially when rain does not fall in due season. In Behar, 
on the other hand, the Kanaujid, Srotri, or Tirhutid Brahman, 
who is employed by the Koiri for religious and ceremonial pur- 
poses, seems to hold a fairly high position and not to be looked 
down upon by his brethren. Their village gods are Bandi, Goraiyd, 
Soklid, Hanumdn, Rdm Thdkur, Kurldi, and Dharm-Rdj, who are 
worshipped by the head of the household with the usual offerings of 
sheep, goats, and sweetmeats of various kinds. In Arrah the Koiris, 
like the Kdndus, worship the Pdnoh Pir and hold a festival in their 
honour on the ninth and tenth days of the Dasahard in Aswir. 
(September-October) . A few are found following the tenets of 
Kabir, Ndnak, and Daryd Das. 

Koiri women are unclean for twelve days after child-birth, at 
the end of which time the mother bathes twioe, and after each bath 
plasters the house floor with cowdung. She then marks with red lead 
five spots on the rim of the well, draws a jar of water, and her 
purification is oomplete. The dead are burned, the body being laid 
on the pyre with the head pointing to the north, and the ashes thrown 
into the Ganges or into any river that may happen to be handy. 
The ceremony of sraddh is performed in the regular method on the 
thirteenth day after death. Cakes and libations of water are offered 
every Aswin for the propitiation of ancestors in general. In Chota 
Nagpur a curious custom prevails, under which on the day of death 
the friends and relatives of the deceased, and even the members of 
other oastes, give the family a few handfuls of rice and reoeive in 
return a small quantity of milk. 

The social position of Koiris is respeotable. They rank with 
Kurmis and Godlds, and Brahmans will take 
1 water from their hands. In the matter of 

food the practice of the caste, in some districts at any rate, seams 
to fall below the ordinary Hindu standard of purity. Thus the 
Koiris of Champaran eat fowls, and in North Bhagalpur field- 
rats are mentioned as a legitimate article of diet. On the other 
hand, they will not touch the leavings of even the highest castes, nor 
will they take personal servioe — a point wherein they consider them- 
selves to be raised above the Dhdnuks, Kewats, and Arndts. They will, 
however, eat pakki with, and take water from, men of these oastes, and 
will smoke in the same hookah when on a journey. Their pursuits 
are purely agricultural, but they are distinguished from the Kurmis 
and other purely cultivating castes by their skill in rearing tobacco, 
opium, and other special produce requiring more careful cultivation 
than the staple crops. In the neighbourhood of large towns they 
work as market-gardeners, growing and selling 
ccupa on. a ]J kinds of vegetables. Many Koiris are 

tenure-holders, and here and there members of the caste have 
risen to be petty zemindars. Most of them are prosperous culti- 
vators holding oocupancy rights, and comparatively few have sunk 
to the position of landless day-labourers. In fact, their skill and 
industry are so notorious that a Koiri, even if he has no land of his 
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own, is usually rather in demand as a partner on the bhdg-jot 
system of cultivation. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
Koiris in 1872 and 1881 : — 



Disteict. 


1873. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Bardw&n 

Bankura 

Birbhum 

Midnapur 

Hughli 

Howrah 

24-Parganas 

Nadiya 

Khulna ... 

Jesaore 

Murshedabad 

Dina j pur ... 

Rajshabye 

Rangpur 

Bom 

Pabna 

Darjiling ~ 

Jalpigori h. 

Kuoh Behar 

Dacca 

Paridpur 

B&karganj 

Idaimanainh 


709 

2,397 

468 

2,140 

} 143 

1,639 

8,702 

***369 
7,171 
21 L 
680 
21,626 
1,607 
741 
61 
62 

838 

1,616 

436 

3 


344 
624 
87 
880 
f 163 

l 843 

1,633 
66 
3 
47 
980 
233 
65 
206 
211 
8 
409 
181 
41 
282 

62 

46 


Tipperah 

Chittagong 

Noakhali 

Patna 

Gya 

Shahabad 

™ {SSffiS' ::: 

Saran 

Ohamnaran 

Mongnyr 

Bhagalpur ... 

Purnian 

Maldah ... 

Sant&l Parganaa 

Cuttack 

Puri 

Balasore 

Hazaribagh 

Lobardagi 

Singbhum 

Manbhum 

Tributary States 


629 

17 

4C2 

81,661 

131,030 

130,394 

} 227,046 

141,209 

82,074 

77,741 

81,117 

24,026 

482 

9,341 

27,821 

24,232 

42 

4,628 

1,320 


232 

18 

86,738 
142,068 
162,846 
( 141,561 
l 120,027 
160.364 
103,893 
92,660 
82,888 
26,238 
226 
11,304 
31 
4 
997 
41,495 
23,638 
92 
2,404 
8,661 



Kokarsd, a section of SonArs 
in Behar. 

Kok&s, a sub-caste of Barhisin 
Behar who are said to have come 
from Gorakhpur, and work only 
in wood ; a sub-caste of Lohars. 

Kokenamba, he who rises with 
the sun, a sept of the P&nthar 
sub-tribe of Limbus in Darjiling. 

Koki, a that or sept of 
Gurungs in Darjiling. 

Kokras, a section of the 
S&tmulia Maghayd sub-caste of 
K&ndus in Behar. 

Kol, a sub-caste of Gonrhis in 
Behar which, though endog- 
amous as regards the other sub- 
castes of Gonrhis, allows of 
intermarriage with the Parbatti 
Kurin sub-caste. The Kols say 
they are not Gonrhis, and dis- 
tinguish themselves as Gonrh. 



Kol or Kolh, a generic name 
applied by Hindus to the Munda 
and Oroon tribes, and sometimes 
also to the Bhumi j and Kharias. 
Herr Jellinghaus 1 thinks that it 
means pig-killer; but the ques- 
tion is a very obscure one, and it 
is at least equally likely that the 
word may be a variant of hor or 
horo , the Mund&ri for 4 man/ 
which is used by both Mundas and 
8antdls in speaking of themselves. 

Kolandh, a section of the 
Pachainyd sub-caste of Dorns in 
Behar. 

Kola.Par&m&nik, a sub-caste 
of Ndpits in the 24-Parganas. 

Kolasa, a sept of Maghs in 
the Hill Tracts of Chittagong. 

Koleman or Kalu, a hyper- 
gamous group of Telis in Bengal. 

Kolh-Asur, a sub-tribe of 
Asuras in Chota Nagpur. 



1 ZeiUchrift fur Ethnologic , iii, 8 26. 
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lUIita, Kolita Tdsa Orh Tata , an agricultural caste of the 
Southern Tributary Mahals of Chota Nagpur, whose traditions say 
that they came originally from Mithila in the days of Bama. Colonel 
Dalton describes them as of fair complexion with good features and 
well-proportioned limbs, and pronounces them to be mainly Aryan in 
blood with “ a slight deterioration arising from intermixture with 
the less comely aborigines.” They generally allow their daughters 
to grow to maturity before giving them in marriage, and Colonel 
Dalton saw many full-grown girls in the villages that he visited. 
Nothingis known about the internal structure or the religion of the 
caste. They usually call themselves Tdsa, a corruption of Ch&sa, and 
I think it is an open question whether they are not merely Orh- 
Chasas who have settled in the Tributary Mahals and acquired the 
name Kolita. 



Kolita, an endogamous sub- 
division of Kayasths in Assam. 

Kolkat4ri, a sept of Kaurs in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kol-Munda, a sub-tribe of 
Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Kon&ri, an endogamous divi- 
sion of Pdschdtya Baidik Brah- 
mans in Bengal. 

Kon&rk, a pur or section of 
Sdkadwipi Brahmans in Behar. 

Kondongwa, the vagabond, a 
sept of the Ahtharai sub-tribe of 
Limbus in Darjiling. 

Kongaddi, crow, a totemistio 
sept of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Konhar, a sept of the Rautdr 
sub-tribe of Thdrus in Behar. 

Konkpdt, a title of Mundas in 
Chota Nagpur. 



K on kp&t-M u nda, a sub-tribe 
of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Konr-Gop, a hypergamous 
division of the Purbba Kuliyd 
Sadgops in Murshedabad who 
take their wives from other 
Sadgops, but give their daughters 
only in their own group. 

Kons, grass, a totemistio sept 
of Lohdrs in Chota Nagpur. 

Kopetah, a section of Mag- 
hayd Dhobis in Behar. 

Kopinyar, a sectionof Awadhid 
Hajjdms in Behar. 

Koput, a sept of Gonds in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kord, a sub-caste of Tdntis in 
Bengal ; a mul or section of the 
Kanaujid sub-caste of Sondrs in 
Behar ; a sept of Hos in Sing- 
bhum. 



1&OX&, Kdora y Khaxrdy Khayrfr, a Dravidian caste of earth- 
workers and cultivators in Chota Nagpur, Western and Central 
Bengal, probably an offshoot from the Munda tribe. The Koras or 
Khayras of Manbhum and Bankura have well-marked totemistio 
seotions 1 of the same type as the Mundas, and the latter admit 
that some sort of affinity may at one time have been recognised. 
The Kords of the Santdl Parganas on the other hand claim to 
^ ... f . . have come from Nagpur. The Barda section 
of the Kords have a cunous legend concerning 
their totem. They say that one of their ancestors went out hunting 



1 See Appendix I, s.v. Si 0 *** 
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with his two brothers in the jungle, but found no game. While 
they were wandering about, they noticed a bundle wrapped in sdl 
leaves hanging from the branch of a bdrdd or pithdli tree. The bundle 
contained meat, which, being very hungry, they cooked and ate with- 
out further inquiry. Afterwards they found out that what they had 
eaten was a human plaoenta, and expressed their horror by making 
the fruit of the bdrda tree taboo for themselves and their descendants. 
The Alu section, on the other hand, believe that their first ancestor 
was bom under a Phal-&lu tree, and for this reason they will not 
eat the bulb-like fruit of this tree, or any bulbs, such as potatoes, 
which bear a resemblance to it. Both stories seem to be attempts 
to find a rational explanation for a prohibition which seemed 
unreasonable to men who had got beyond the stage of believing in 
their actual descent from trees. Further east these charactenstio 



section- names have been dropped, but the caste is divided into four 
sub-castes, bearing the names Dhalo, Molo, Sikharid, and B&d&- 
mia, of which the first three still preserve the memory of their 
original settlements. Thus the Dhalo sub-oaste say that they came 
from Dhalbhum, the eastern pargana of Singbhum ; the Molo from 
Manbhum ; and the Sikharia from the tract of oountry between the 
_ Damodar and Barakar rivers bounded on the 

Internal structure. ea8 t by Samet Sikhar or Parasnith Hill. In 

Bankura, again, besides the Sikharici we find three other groups — 
Son&rekh&, Jhetii, and Guri-B&w&, of which the first is associated 
with the Son&rekM or Subamarekhd river, which rises in the 
Mundari country, while the seoond bears the same name as one of 



the sub-castes of the Bagdis. In Bankura all four sub-castes 
are strictly endogamous; in the districts further east Molos 
and Sikhari&s intermarry. In Manbhum no sub-castes appear to 
have been formed, and the caste is still more or less in the tribal 



stage. 

The Hinduised Khairas of Central Bengal have developed a 
legend of the common mythological type, to the effect that they 
were generated by the bellowing of the miraculous cow Kamadhenu 
when Visw&mitra came to take her away from the sage Vasishtha, and 
that they with other soldiers bom from the cow drove off the 
intruding Kshatriya. Another tradition current in the Sant61 
Parganas says that the Khairas came from the west, and that 
their special function is to prepare oatechu ( khair ) for use in 
conjunction with betel. There is nothing to show that the 
Koris ever followed this particular occupation, and the statement 
is referred to here merely as an instance of the striving after 
a meaning which meets us so frequently in the popular derivations 
of caste names. 



Where the exogamous groups have been preserved, the rule is 
that a man may not marry a woman of the same totem as himself ; 
but on the mother’s side the totem is not taken into account, and 
the rule of exogamy is supplemented by the standard formula 
mamerdy chacherd , etc., calculated to three generations in the 
descending line. 
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The Koris of Western Bengal marry their daughters both 
Marriage 118 ^ n ^ an * s an( ^ 88 adults, and in Chota Nagpur 

sexual intercourse before marriage is regarded 
as a venial offenoe. This measure of toleration, so characteristic 
of the aboriginal raoes, is no longer recognised in Bankura, where 
sexual indiscretions are visited with severe social penalties, although 
adult-marriage still maintains its ground. In Bengal Proper the 
caste has fully adopted the more fashionable custom of infant- 
marriage. 

The marriage ceremony of the Bankura Koras corresponds 
precisely with that described at length in the article on the Bigdis, 
with the curious difference that vermilion is applied to the bride’s 
forehead with the handle of the outter ( chimta ) used for slicing 
areca nut. In Manbhum the bride and bridegroom are made to 
stand one behind the other on a bundle of straw laid on the top of 
a bullock -yoke (jordn)i and the bridegroom, whose place is in the rear, 
treading on the heels of the bride, reaches forward and smears 
vermilion three times on the bride’s forehead. This, which is deemed 
to be the binding portion of the ritual, has clearly survived or 
been borrowed from the marriage ceremony of the Mundis. The 
Eastern Koris follow the regular Hindu ritual. 

Polygamy is everywhere permitted, and in theory there is no 
limit to the number of wives a man may have. Custom, however, 
and the standard of living imposed by the comparative poverty 
of the oaste, oombine in actual life to bring about the result that 
hardly any one has more than two wives, and most men content 
themselves with one. 

Among the Koris of Manbhum and the Santil Parganas a widow 
is allowed to marry again, and her choice of a second husband is unfet- 
tered, save that she must observe the prohibited degrees, and that she 
may not marry her deceased husband’s elder brother. She may marry 
his younger brother, but she is under no special obligation to do so, 
though such marriages are deemed both respectable and convenient, 
and very oommonly take plaoe. The ceremony (sanga) is much the 
same as that described in the article on the Koiris. In the Kori 
ritual, however, the bridegroom does not himself apply the 
vermilion to the bride’s forenead. He merely touches the powder, 
which is then smeared on the parting of the bride’s hair by the 
widows who are present. In Bankura and the districts further east 
the example of the rest of the population has induced the Koris to 
abandon widow-marriage. The working of the same influence may 
be observed in the matter of divorce, which is prohibited in the 
eastern districts, while in Chota Nagpur and the Santil Parganas 
aboriginal usage still holds its ground and divoroe is granted by 
the caste council on the application of either husband or wife. 
Persons so divorced, whether men or women, are allowed to marry 
again. 

Like the Bauris and Bigdis, Koris admit into their community 
members of any oaste ranking above their own in social standing. 
The occasions on which this privilege is sought are doubtless rare. 
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and usually ooour only when the outsider has been turned out of his 
own caste for carrying on an intrigue with a Kora woman and eating 
food which she has prepared. A case of this kind, which has been 
reported to me from one of the districts of Central Bengal, throws 
a curious light upon the working of the caste system at the present day. 
A man of the highly respeotable Aguri caste fell in love with a 
Kora girl, and after keeping the intrigue secret for some time was 
ejected from his caste and turned out of his household. He then 
went to live with his mistress, and at first thought of turning 
Yaishnava. Finally, however, at the girl’s suggestion he decided to 
join the Kor& community, and his case was laid before a meeting 
of the headmen (mandals) of the caste. These worthies the oonvert 
propitiated with a liberal feast, and was thereupon formally admitted 
to be a member of the Kora oaste. 

Like most of the lower castes, the Kor6s settle the bulk of their 
civil disputes through the agency of their own panchdyats , and very 
seldom resort to the regular oourts. In faot the value of the property 
in question is usually too small to bear the costs of a regular suit. 
In matters of inheritance and succession they affeot to be governed 
by the standard codes reoognised in the locality, by the D&yabhaga 
in Bengal districts and by the Mit&kshard in Chota Nagpur. Their 
customs, however, imperfectly as it has been possible to ascertain 
them, show some curious deviations from the ordinary Hindu rules of 
law. In Bankura the custom of giving the eldest son an extra 
share (jeth-angi) is in full force, and even in the eastern districts 
traces of this practice still survive. The Koras of Manbhum, on 
the other hand, divide a man’s property equally among his sons, 
but where he leaves sons by more than one wife, they follow 
the custom known in the Pan jab as chundavand , under which 
the sons, however many, of one wife get no more than the sons, 
however few, of another wife. 

In matters of religion Kor$s affeot to be orthodox Hindus, 
Religion. worshipping the regular gods and oalling them- 

selves Saktas or Vaishnavas, according as they 
incline to the cult of K&li, Durga, and Manasd, or to that of R&dhA 
and Krishna. Manasa, the heavenly patroness of snakes, and 
Bhadu, the virgin daughter of the Pachete house, whose worship 
has been described in the article on the Bagdis, are their favourite 
deities. Their village and household deities are Bhairab Thakur, 
Gr&m-Deoti, and Kudra, to whom goats, fowls, pigeons, rice, sugar, 
and plantain are offered on no fixed dates, and are divided between 
the worshippers and the Deoghari6 Brahmans, who serve them as 
priests and keep in order the shrines (Kudrasthan and Bhairabsthdn) 
of the village gods. In Manbhum the Kor&s do not employ 
Brahmans, but a member of the caste, styled the L6y& or N 
acts as priest, and is sometimes remunerated by a grant of rent- 
free land held on the tenure known as Idydli. Further east they 
are served by Barna Brahmans, who are looked down upon by 
other members of the sacred order, and ocoupy about the same 
position as the Brahmans who look after the spiritual welfare of 
the Bauris and B&gdis. 
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Like the Bauris, the Koras of Chota Nagpur admit both burial 
and oremation as modes of disposing of the dead ; and when burial 
is resorted to, the corpse is laid in the grave faoe downwards and 
with the head pointing north. In Bankura and further east the rule 
is to bum, burial being confined to the case of those who have died of 
cholera, small-pox, or any disease supposed to be infectious. Here 
also the fashion of plaoing the body face downwards is observed, the 
idea being apparently that this affords some security against the 
spirit of the dead man i walking 9 and giving trouble to the living — 
a danger which is always supposed to be greater in the case of those 
who have died by a comparatively sudden or violent death. A 
meagre imitation of the orthodox sraddh is performed on the eleventh 
day after death, and annual offerings of rioe, ghi, and gur are made 
to deceased ancestors in the months of Kartik and Chait. 

The sooial position of Koras is very low, and they are usually 
«... classed with Bdgdis, Bauris, Bunas, and other 

1 1 dwellers on the confines of Hinduism. Their 

own practice in the matter of diet varies in different parts of the 
country. In Chota Nagpur they eat beef, pork, and fowls, and 
all manner of fish, whether scaly or scaleless, but refrain from 
eating field-rats, snakes, lizards, and animals which have died a 
natural death. Further east they are more particular. No Kori 
will touoh beef, and some members of the caste abstain from fowls 
and from strong drink, in the belief that by doing so they acquire 
some sort of social distinction. These comparatively asoetic Koras 
have not as yet formed themselves into a sub-caste, but there is no 
reason why this should not hereafter take place. In Bankura Koras 
will eat sweetmeats, etc., with members of the Bagdi caste, but will 
not take water from their hands or smoke in the same hookah. 
Boiled rice they will take only from members of the Nabasdkha group. 
The caste believe tank-digging, road-making, and earthwork 
Occu ation generally to be their characteristic profes- 

ccupa on. sion, and it may be surmised that their 

adoption of a comparatively degraded occupation, neoessarily 
involving a more or less wandering manner of life, may have been 
the cause which led to their separation from the Mundas, who 
are above all things settled agriculturists, conspicuous for their 
attachment to their original villages. As earth-workers they rank 
next to the Beld&rs, but, unlike these, they carry earth in a pair of 
triangular baskets slung on a shoulder- yoke {bahangi), and will on no 
account carry it on their head. Beld&rs, on the other hand, always 
use single baskets, borne on the head, and refuse to touch a bahangi , 
deeming it an indignity to carry anything on their shoulders. 
Within the last generation many Koras have taken to cultiva- 
tion, holding land as occupancy or non-occupanoy raiyats, and 
working as agricultural labourers. In Bankura, however, and in 
other districts of Western Bengal, their connexion with the land must 
be of very ancient date, for we find a certain number of them at the 
present day in possession of substantial ghaticali tenures — a fact 
whioh indicates that they were among the earliest settlers in that 
part of the oountry. 
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The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
Koras in 1872 and 1881 



District. 


1872. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Bard wan 






726 


8,211 


Chittagong 




4 


Bankura 






1,210 


6,064 


Patna 


1 




Birbhum 






3,776 


6,079 

8,608 

8,117 


Monghyr 


8,301 


2,927 


Midnapur 

Hughli 






6,181 


B hagai par 

Maldata 


74 


IS 

232 


24-Parganas 






11 


330 


Sant&l Parganas 


2,211 


3,760 

I 


Nadiya 

Khulna 


... 


... 


3 


16 


Cuttack -) ( 

Piiri y J 


The figures are 
included with 


Jessore 






*'’*312 


217 


Balasore j | 


other “labour- 


C 664 


Murshedabad 






606 


967 


ing castes.'* 


Dinajpur 

Eajsnahye 


##| 






28 


Hazaribagh 


316 


334 








143 


Lohardagfc ... • ... 


828 


Bangpur 








1H3 


Singbhum 


166 


474 


Bogra 








219 


Manbhum 


103 


11,121 


Pabna 






664 


| 701 


Tributary States 




391 



Korabania , a synonym for Kord 
in Western Bengal. 

Korait y a synonym for Gorait. 

KorSnch, a title of Koiris and 
Kdndus in Hazaribagh, said to 
refer to the mythical island 
Kraunchdwip ; a section of Bdb- 
hans and of Awadhid Hajjdms in 
Behar ; also a sub-caste of Halwais 
and Kdndus. 

Kordngi, a thar or sept of the 
Das-Gurung sub-tribe of Gurungs, 



having derived its name from 
Koren, a place in Tibet. 

Korank&rk, a pur or seotion of 
Sdkadwipi Brahmans in Behar. 

Kordr, a sub-caste of Chamfirs 
in Behar. 

Kori&r, a seotion of Kordnoh 
Kdndus in Behar. 

Korisfi, a mul or section of the 
Chhamulid Madhesid sub-caste of 
Halwdis in Behar. 

Korla, fig, a totemistio sept of 
Chiks in Chota Nagpur. 



lUTCtotf, a Dra vidian tribe of Sarguja, Jashpur and Palamau, 
who claim to be the original inhabitants of the country they occupy, 
and whose claim is in some measure borne out by the fact that the 
priests who propitiate the local spirits are always selected from this 
tribe. The nill Korwds of Sarguja have the singular legend that 
they are descended from the scare-crows set up to frighten wild 
animals by the first men who raised crops in Sarguja, which were 
animated by the great spirit to save his votaries the trouble of 
continually making new ones. The male Korwds are described by 
Colonel Dalton as short of stature, dark-brown in oomplexion, 
strongly built and active with good muscular development. Their 
~ . , foreheads are narrow, and the lateral projection 

of the zygomatio arohes very marked. Some 
of the wilder specimens have black skins, fiat faoes and project- 
ing lower jaws, while their matted hair has acquired a tawny 
shade from constant neglect. “ The women,” says Colonel Dalton, 
“appear ground down by the hard work imposed on them, 
stunted in growth, blaok, ugly, and wretchedly clad, some having 
only a few dirty rags tied round their persons, and in other respects 
untidy and unolean. On them falls the double task of labour in the 
fields and of providing the daily bread for the miserable household. 
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They have all the burdens, but none of the privileges, of women. 
The man may follow his instincts as a hunting animal, and how and 
arrow in hand search the hills for the meat that his soul loveth ; but 
he, day after day, returns unsuccessful, and in the meantime the 
woman has been hunting for and digging up wild esoulent roots, or 
cutting wild vegetables, hewing wood, and drawing water, and woe 
betide her if she has not been more suooessful than her lord/’ 

The Korw&s appear to be divided into four sub- tribes, the 
Agaria-Korwa, probably a cross with the 
internal structure. . Agaria8> the Dand-Korwa, the Dih-Korwa, 

who are settled in regular villages, and the Paharia-Korwa, who 
live in the hills, and are the wildest branoh of the tribe. Colonel 
Dalton mentions that he failed to find among them any tribal 
distinctions by whioh restrictions on intermarriage were imposed 
suoh as are observed by cognate stocks. I am indebted to Mr. W. 
H. P. Driver, of Ranohi, for the interesting list of septs given 
in Appendix I. Most of these, it will be seen, are totemistio. 
Among the totems we find the tiger, the snake, the parrot, the wild 
goose, two kinds of eel, a fish, the kerketa bird, the mango, myra- 
bolam, unhusked rice, ploughs and pestles used for pounding grain, 
also a curious group called Muri, alleged to derive its name from the 
fact of its ancestors having made a chulha , out of four skulls, and 
cooked their dinner on this uncanny sort of fireplace. This is clearly 
a sept of the nickname type such as are common among the Tibetans, 
Limbus and the people of the Chittagong Hill Tracts. To what 
extent the totems mentioned above are taboo to the septs whioh bear 
their names is a point on which no certain information is as yet 
forthcoming. The general tendency is for suoh prohibitions to fail 
into disuse, and the only rule about the sept-name that really holds 
its ground is the rule forbidding marriage within the oirole whibh it 
defines. 

Korwas, says Colonel Dalton, are considered formidable as 
bowmen, but he was not struck with the accuracy of their aim. 
Their bows are surprisingly strong, and they use arrows with barbed 
heads, nine inches long by an inch and a half wide. The feathers 
are arranged in a spiral, which is supposed to give great steadiness 
to the flight of the shaft. They make battle-axes from iron of their 
own smelting, and are very expert in the use of this weapon. 

Their system of agriculture is primitive. They cultivate 
only virgin soil, resorting freely to fire for 
Agnc ure. the purpose of olearing away the jungle, 

and changing their homesteads every two or three years as the 
land becomes exhausted. Rioe, vetches, millets, pumpkins, yams, 
chillies and arrowroot are their standard crops, and they eke out 
the scanty yield of their fields with a variety of jungle produots. 
Grain they store under ground done up in small packets of leaves, 
and thus packed they say it will keep for years. They also trade 
in honey, bees-wax, arrowroot, resins, gum, stick lao and iron. 

Of their religion little is known. According to Colonel Dalton 
the Korwas of Sarguja sacrifice only to the 
spirits of their ancestors, and as this must 



Religion. 
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be done by the head of each family, they have no priests. In 
J ashpur, on the other hand, Baigas serve them as priests, and 
the Khuria Rani, a bloodthirsty goddess, dwelling in a oave over* 
hanging a stream, is worshipped with offerings of slain buffaloes 
and goats. The families of the Dewan of Jashpur and the Thakur of 
the Kallia estate— the only Korwas who now hold any considerable 
landed property — affeot to have adopted Hinduism and “ spuming 
allianoes with the ordinary Korw&s have continued inter-breeding 
for several generations,” although “ they dare not altogether disown 
the spirits of the hills and forests that their ancestors adored, and 
they have each at their head-quarters a Eorwa Baiga or pagan 
priest to propitiate the gods of the race.” 

Korw&r, a sept of Rajputs in Behar. 

Ji0J0hta, Mdhdrd , a weaving and cultivating caste of Chota 
Nagpur, who believe their ancestors to have immigrated from Sam- 
balpur, Raijah and Chattisgarh in the Central Provinces. The caste 
call themselves MaharA, and the name Kosht& is used only by out- 
siders. The exo^amous seotions of the Kosht&s are shown in 
Appendix I. With three exceptions, they appear to be totemistio ; 
but there is nothing to show whether the members of the sections 
pay any reverence to the totems whose names they bear. As a 
rule Koshtas marry their daughters after they have attained maturity, 
and infant marriage is also resorted to occasionally by comparatively 
wealthy men, who believe that they perform an act of social merit by 
giving a daughter in marriage Defore puberty. The marriage 
oeremony differs little from that in foroe among the lower classes 
of Hindus. Sindurdan or the smearing of vermilion on the bride’s 
forehead and the parting of her hair is deemed the essential and 
binding portion. A widow may marry again by the sagai ritual, 
and is expected to marry her late husband’s younger brother if one 
survives him. Divorce is permitted on various grounds. No special 
formalities are prescribed. A simple declaration before the panchdyat 
that the parties propose to dissolve their marriage is all that is 
necessary. As a rule the husband is the person who moves, and 
it is a doubtful point whether a woman is entitled to take steps to 
obtain a divorce from her husband. 

The principal god of the Koshtds is the Gond divinity Dulha 
Deo, a boy-bndegroom raised to divine honours by reason of his 
tragic death in the midst of his own bridal procession. There are 
also many Kavirpanthis, owing, it is said, to the aotivity of the mis- 
sionaries of this sect among them of recent years. Kosht&shave no 
Brahmans ; the village barber (ndwd) presides at marriages, and on 
all other occasions the heads of families are priests unto themselves. 
Both burial and cremation are in vogue. Members of the Kavir- 
panthi sect are always buried. 

In respect of diet, Kosht&s observe most of the rules held 
binding by middle olass Hindus, but they do not cousider themselves 
bound to abstain from strong drink. They eat pakki and drink 
with Brahmans, Rajputs, Kbandaits, Kharwas, Jhor&s, Ahirs, Kum- 
hars. Kachchi they can take only from Gonds and Rantias, a fact 
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which, taken in connexion with their traditions of origin and their 
worship of Dulha Deo, seems to imply some affinity with the former 
tribe. It is curious to find that the children of KoehtA men by 
women of any of the Jdlaeharaniya oastes from whom a Brahman 
may take water are readily admitted into the KoshtA community. 



KosliA, a section of GoAlis in 
the North-Western Provinces and 
Bebar. 

Kosuar, fish, a totemistio sept 
of Oraons in Cbota Nagpur. 



KotA, a sub-caste of Baruis in 
Bengal; a section of MadheaiA 
KAndus in Behar. 

KotAbAndab, a totemistio sept 
of JuAngs in Orissa. 



Kotah Kaisi, a small vulture, a totemistio sept of Mundas in 
Chota Nagpur. 

JUrt&l, Kottcal, a small Dra vidian cultivating caste of Central 
-j. Bengal, frequently employed as village watoh- 

° rt81IL men. They believe themselves to be descend- 

ants of Guhak Muni, the traditional ancestor of the ChandAls, 
and it is possible that they may be a branoh of that caste separated 
from the main group by their adopting the profession of Kotwdl 
or village polioeman. In MurshedabAd they are divided into four 
sub-oastes— AtpArA, DhukursAni, Kutabpur, and ManoharsAhi. 
Hey have no sections, and regulate their marriages by counting 
prohibited degrees down to the seventh generation in the descending 
line. Kottls many their daughters by the regular ceremony 
. followed by the lower oastes of about their 

“ T “ Re ’ own standing. The binding portion of the rite 
is sAtpaJc, the carrying of the bride seven times round the bride- 
groom. Polygamy is permitted when a man’s first wife is barren, 
but is rarely resorted to. Neither widow-marriage nor divoroe is 
reoognised. 

By religion the Kotals are Saiva Hindus, worshipping KAli in 
the month of KArtik and Dharmaraj in 
lglon ' Jaishta. Sasthi and Lakshmi are held in 
special reverence by their women. Their priests are a low class of 
Brahmans, who are looked down upon by other members of the 
sacred order. 

Their original occupation they believe to be to perform the 
duties of village watchman, an offioe for which 
coupa on. they sometimes hold small allotments of land 
rent free. Of late years, however, and especially since the intro- 
duction of the Chaukidari Act, they have rather tended to abandon 
these functions, their place being taken by members of other low 
.castes. As cultivators, they usually hold land as non-ocoupanoy 
raiyats, or work as agricultural labourers. Their social rank is 
much the same as that of the ChandAls. Some of them drink 
spirits, but this praotioe is by no means universal. For the rest 
their praotioe in the matter of diet is very much that of orthodox 
Hindus in general, and they look down upon the Bagdis and HAris 
as undean feeders. 
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The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
Kotals in 1881. The figures for 1872 are included with those of 
Chanddls. 



District. 


1881. 


District. 


1881. 


Bard wan 


10,324 


Bajshahye 


4 


Bankura 


225 


Dacca 


83 


Birbhum 


673 


Chittagong 

Purniah 


3 




16 


113 


24-Parganas 


51 


Maldah 


19 


69 


Sant&l Parganas 


580 


Nadiya 


260 


Manbhum 


67 


Jessore 


11 


Iributary States 


1,469 


Mnrshedabad 


1,768 



Kotdlipdrd, a samaj or local 
group of the Bharadwdja gotra of 
Pdsohdtya Baidik Brahmans in 
Bengal. 

Koth&domar, a section of 
Sondrs in Behar. 

Kothipal, a section of the 
Karan shb-oaste of Kayasths in 
Behar. 

Koto I id, probably a corruption 
of Kotwal, a title of a class of 
rural policemen who hold allot- 
ments of land for keeping watch 
and ward in the town of Dar- 
bhanga, in Behar. 

Kotri, a small deer, a totemis- 
tic sept of Chiks in Chota Nagpur. 

Kotsd or Korsdy a mul or sec- 
tion of the Chhamulid Madhesid 
and Bhojpuria sub-castes of 
Halwdis in Behar. 

Kotsobhni, a mul or section of 
the Naomulia or Majraut sub- 
caste of Godlds in Behar. 

Kotwal, Kotalj a pangat or 
section of Bdnsphor Dorns and 
Dosadhs in Behar ; a title of the 
Bdgdi, Chanddl, Hdri, and other 
castes in Bengal employed as 
chaukidars. 

Kotwdl, a synonym for Ddmi. 



Kotwar, a title of Khanddits 
and Bautias and a sept of 
Kharwdrs in Chota Nagpur. 

Kowriar, a sept of Chiks and 
Kharwars in Chota Nagpur. 

Koyd, the wild dog, a totem- 
istio section of Bautias in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Kraunchdwipi, a division of 
Brahmans in Behar including 
Jaisi, Jotkhior Jotsi, Dakutid, 
Bhadarid or Bhareri, Jadwd, 
Saguoid, Sanicherd. 

Krishak, Krishan , Krishi , a 
title of those who work in the 
fields, whether as day-labourers or 
as cultivators of their own land. 

Krishnak&nd&ri, a title of 
Patnis, q.v. 

Krishndtreya, a gotra or sec- 
tion of the Brahman, Baidya, 
Kdyasth, and Gandhabanik castes 
in Bengal, and the Jhoras in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kritanya, a group of Gaura 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Krong Khyungtsa, a sept of 
Maghs in the Hill Tracis of 
Chittagong. 

Krubchh&gi, a that or sept of 
Mangars in Darjiling. 

2 k 2 
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Ksh&m, a title of Dakshin- 
Rdrhi and Bangaja Kdyasths in 
Bengal 

Kshatri- Sankochj a synonym 
for Kochh. 

Kahatriya , the warrior caste in 
the traditional Hindu system. 
The word is now used mainly as 
a synonym for Rajput. 

Kshem, a title of Dakshin- 
Rdrhi and Bangaja Kdyasths. 

Kshetragrdmi, a gdin of the 
Bharadwdja gotra of Bdrendra 
Brahmans in Bengal. 

Kshir, a sub-caste of Tdntis 
in Bengal. 

Kshom, a title of Dakshin- 
Rarhi and Bangaja Kdyasths in 
Bengal. 

Kshuri, razor, a title of Bhan- 
ddris in Orissa. 

Kuar, a hypergamous divi- 
sion of the Maghaya sub-caste of 
Barhis in Behar. 

Kuardar, a sept of Kharwars 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Ku&sanchhd, a thar or sept of 
Khambus in Darjiling. 

Kuchal, a section of the Bahdn- 
najati sub-caste of Khatris in 
Bengal. 

Kuchhaind, a sept of Rajputs 
in Behar. 

Kujharid, a section of Awadhid 
Ha j jams in Behar. 

Kujri, a fruit, from which oil 
is made; a sept of Mundas; a 
section of Gordits in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Kujur, a fruit, the oil of 
which is used in anointing horns 
of cattle at the Sohorai festival ; 



a totemistio sept of Oraons; a 
section of Gordits. 

Kukd, a sept of Rajputs in 
Behar. 

Kukar, a group of the Aoghar 
seot of Saiva asoetics founded 
in Guzerat by a Dasnami mendi- 
oant named Brahmagiri. See 
Aoghar. 

Kukkuti, a gdin of the Bdtsya 
gotra of Bdrendra Brahmans in 
Bengal 

Kukrar, a mul or section of 
the Eanaujid sub-caste of Sonars 
in Behar. 

Kuktdidre, a sept of the Agnid 
sub-tribe of Meches in the Darjil- 
ing TeraL 

Kukur, Kukura, dog, a totem- 
istio sept of Mundas in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Kukurbandhd. s.pur orseotion 
of Sdkadwipi Brahmans in Behar. 

Kukurbans, a sept of Rajputs 
in Behar. 

Kukuri&i a sept of Pdns in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kukurjhampar, a seotion of 
Kanaujid Lohdrs in Behar. 

Kul, a group of the Bdrendra 
sub-caste of Sunris in Eastern 
Bengal. 

Kulabhi, a gdin of the Sdndilya 
gotra of Rdrhi Brahmans in 
Bengal. 

Kulal y a synonym for Kumhdr. 

Kulchul id, a sept of the Suryj^ 
bansi sub-tribe of Rajputs in 
Behar. 

Kulden, a section of Murmis 
in Darjiling. 
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KulhA, a section of BAbhans 
in Behar. 

Kulhai, a tiger, a totemistio 
sept of Chiks in Ohota Nagpur. 



Kulsreshta, a sub-caste of 
KAyasths in Behar. 

Kulsunrii a sub-caste of Sun- 
ns in Behar. 



Kulhari&i a sept of the Suiya- 
bansi sub-tribe of Bajputs in 
Behar. 

Kulhasia, a sept of PAnsin 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kulin, (i) a hypergamous divi- 
sion of BArhi Brahmans in 
Bengal attributed to RAjA BallAl 
Sen, who is said to have insti- 
tuted similar divisions among the 
Baidyaa and KAyasths. Other 
Hindu oastes below the latter in 
rank have adopted the same 
system as they have done in the 
case of gotras or seotions ; (ii) a 
hypergamous division of the 
Paschim KuliyA Sadgops, includ- 
ing BhAlki, KAnkse, PraharAj, and 
Siur, and of the Purbba KuliyA 
Sadgops in Midnapur, including 
BiswAs, Neogi, and Sur; (iii) a 
hypergamous group of ChAsa- 
dhobas and Subamabaniks in 
Bengal; of Karans in Orissa; 
(iv) a hypergamous group of 
Jugis comprising four families 
— Baghu, MAdhab, Nimai, and 
PAgmal. For a fuller treatment 
of the subjeot, see the article on 
Brahman. 

Kulin-rAsi, a section of MAlos 
in Eastern BengaL 

KulisA or Kulkuli, a gdin of 
the SAndilya gotra of BArhi 
Brahmans in Bengal. 



Kulthari Mallik, a section of 
KanaujiA LohArs in Behar. 

Kulu or Kachchhud , a section 
of KhariAs in Chota Nagpur. 

Kulung, a that or sept of 
Khambus in Darjiling. 

Kulusurhi, a section of GoriA 
GowAr or DahiAr GoAlAs in 
Behar. 

Kulwant or Kulwat, a sub- 
caste of MallAhs in Behar. 

KulyA Rishi, a section of 
TAntis in Bengal. 

Kum, a seotion of BautiAs in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kumair, a section of AwadhiA 
HajjAms in Behar. 

KumAr, a section of the Par- 
gah caste in Behar, and of 
BautiAs in Chota Nagpur ; a sub- 
sept of the Hemrom sept of 
SantAls. 

KumAr or Komar^Bh&g, a sub- 
tribe of Mai PAhAriyAs. 

KumAra, a sub-caste of Koiris 
and a title of Maithil Brahmans 
in Behar. 

Kumbhakdr , KumAr, a syn- 
onym for KumhAr in Bengal. 

KumedwAr, a section of Bab- 
hans in Behar. 



KulkhwAr, a mul or seotion of Kumhar, a sept of Mundas in 
the Naiya oaste in Behar. Chota Nagpur. 

^UtnhAt, Kumar , Kumbhakdr, the potter oaste of Bengal, 

Traditions of origin. Behar, 0ris8a * Concerning their tradi- 

^ tional parentage there seems to be a wide 
difference of opinion among the recognised authorities on that 
subject. Thus the Brahmavaivartta Pur Ana says that the Kum- 
bhakAr, or maker of water jars (kumbha), is born of a Yaisya 
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woman by a Brahman father; the Par&sara Sanhitd makes the 
father a Mal&kar (gardener) and the mother a Chamdr ; while 
the ParAsara Padhati holds that the ancestor of the oake was 
begotten of a Tili woman by a Pattik&r, or weaver of silk doth. 
Sir Monier Williams, again, in his Sanskrit Dictionary , describes them 
as the offspring of a Kshatriya woman by a Brahman. Conjectures 
of this kind do not pretend to have any historical basis, and their 
only object is to reconcile the fact that there are many castes with 
the Brahmanical theory that there are only four. All beyond the 
canonical number are therefore supposed to have arisen from a 
complicated series of courses between the original four and their 
descendants ; and if a new caste is formed, it is some one’s business 
to find a mythical pedigree for it. Such pedigrees, however, are not 
taken very seriously, even by the people most concerned, and stories 
ascribing the origin of a caste to an act of special creation seem to be 
quite as popular as traditions of mixed descent. The Kumh&rs, for 
example, say that at the marriage of Siva a water jar {ghat) was 
wanted, but no one knew how to make one. The god therefore took 
a bead from his necklaoe and with it created a potter ; while with 
a second he made a woman, who became the potter’s wife. This man 
was the father of all those who work in pottery, and in memory of 
their creator all potters bear the title Budra P&l. 

The endogamous subdivisions of the caste are very numerous, 
and vary a good deal from district to district. 
d e stmc ure. j n Dacca, for instance, we find the five sub- 
divisions Bari Bhagiya, Chhota Bhigiyi, Rajmahilii, Khatya, 
and Magi. The Bari Bhagiyi Kumhdrs have separated into two 
divisions. The first, descended from Tilak Pil, only make black 
utensils; the second, sprung from Madhava Pal, like the Chhota 
Bhigiyi, only manufacture red. In both sub-oastes, again, there is 
a further grouping into Lil and Sadi, so called from the custom of 
wearing red or white clothes at the marriage ceremony. 

The Kijmahilii potters are quite distinct from the Khatya 
Kumhirs on the one hand and the Bengali Kumhar on the other. 
They originally came from Bijmahil with a member of the Banga 
Adhikirf family, and having tarried in Dacca for several generations 
lost caste, while those who subsequently arrived from Hindustan 
were in their turn likewise degraded. There are about two hundred 
houses belonging to these potters in Ja’farganj, Sulttnganj, Rii 
Bizdr, and K&rw&n, suburbs of Dacoa, and the oaste still speaks 
a language made up of Hindi and Bengali Having been settled in 
Bengal for many years, the clean Sfidra castes drink from their 
water-vessels, while the Sudra Brahman and other servants work for 
them. The sraddha , moreover, is celebrated after thirty days, as 
with the Nava-s&kha. 

The Khatya, or debased Kumh&rs of Dacca, claim to belong to 
the Maghaiyd potter family of Patna. They drink water from the 
vessels of the other Kumhdrs, and may give water to them, but hold 
no communication with the Kijmah41i& Kumhdrs. None of the 
other Bengali Sudras, however, admit their equality. In Dacca they 
are all N&nak Shahfs in creed, the Mahant of the Shuj&’atpur 
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AkhAra being the Guru. Unlike the other sub-castes, they work 
throughout the month of BaisAkh, and on the DasharA make 
oblations oi rice, wheat-flour, day, and red lead to MahAdeo, their 
patron deity. 

Khatya KumhArs only work with cktkni-tnafti, or potter’s 
earth, manufacturing with the chdk, or horizontal wheel, long* 
necked flasks (surdht), lotahs, pipes, water-spouts, balusters (yarddid), 
and toys, but never idols. On the tenth day after death the Kantaha 
Brahman performs a religious service, at which he tastes the oblation 
rice. On the following day the sr&ddha is odebrated as among 
Chandals and EkAdasf Jogis. 

The Magi subdivision is outoasted, having a purohit of its own. 
Their debasement is referred to the days when the Maghs harried 
Eastern Bengal, and, entering houses, defiled the inmates. There 
seems no reason, however, for concluding that these degraded potters 
are the offspring of Maghs by KumhAr women, as they resemble in 
every feature the genuine stock of potters. 

One of my correspondents in Daoea describes an entirely 
different arrangement of sub-castes, thus: — Chhota BhAgiyA, 
BikrampuriyA, JahAngirnagariA, FaitAbAjiA, BhAgaldAspuriA. 
The last four names have a purely local significance. JahAngirnagar 
is the old name of Dacca, and its derivative is applied to the potters 
of the dty; FaitAbAj is the name of a pargana> and BhAgaldAspur 
is a village in BhowAL It appears, however, that these groups 
are not invariably endogenous, and that intermarriages between 
them are not absolutely prohibited. At present, then, they cannot 
certainly be ranked as sub-castes ; and it is possible that they are 
merely organizations for trade purposes. Dr. Wise mentions that 
in the city of Daoea the KumhArs nave two dah f or trade anions— 
one known as IslAmpdr, the other as BhAgalptir, after two quarters 
of the city where the potters chiefly reside ; while outside the city 
every four or five villages have a dal to promote the interests of the 
trade. The headman is styled ParAmAnik, who, on aooount of 
the increase in the size of the caste, is obliged to employ assistants, 
NAiks or GumAshtas. They are treated with little deference, and 
merely execute the orders of their master. 

The four sub-castes found in Noakhali — BhulAiya, SarAliA# 
ChAtgAinyA, and SandwipA — appear to be based on differences of 
original habitat. In Pabna five sub-castes have been formed— Siras- 
thAn, MAjhAsthAn, Chanda nsAra, ChaurAsi, and DaspArA. The 
first are believed to have oome from the North-Western Provinces, 
and are said to be descended from PremAnanda, third son of the 
original potter, Bndra PAL Their habits are supposed to be unclean, 
and Brahmans will not take water from their hands. The DaspArA 
are said to be descended from KulA vanda, the eldest of Budra PAl’s 
sons. The ChaurAsi, according to local tradition, were originally 
a branch of the ChandansAra sub-caste, who settled among the 
DaspArA, but were not admitted by them to equal social rights. 
The immigrants waited their time, and took the first opportunity 
which offered of righting themselves. When the NawAb of Murshed- 
abad chanced to be travelling in that part of the oountry, they 
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presented to him a number of artifloial flowers and fruits made of 
pottery. The imitation was so exact that in reward for their skill 
the Naw&b gave the settlers eighty-four villages, and permitted them 
to oall themselves by the title Chaur&si. From that time their 
social supremacy was seoured, and they were able to impose upon 
the DaspArd sub-caste the condition that only those who admitted 
the superiority of the Chaur&si should hold the title Par&manik; 
that those who served them with pan at marriage and social 
ceremonies should be called Pinpitra ; and that those who still 
insisted on holding aloof should be degraded to the lowest rank 
under the designation Mujgarni. 

In Murshedabad and Bughli the sub-castes B&rendra and 
R&rhi are met with, the theory being that the original settlements 
of each group were in the large tracts of country whose name it 
bears. Some, however, say that the B&rendra Kumh&rs are descend- 
ed from one of the sons of Budra P41, who had forcible intercourse 
with his own sister. The Dasp4r& sub-caste is also known in 
Murshedabad, where it is believed to be the offspring of one of 
Budra P£l’s sons by a maid-servant. Its special funotion is supposed 
to be the manufacture of the shell bracelets whioh are worn 
by married women. The Jessore sub-castes appear to be only 
local. 

In Behar, Chota Nagpur, and the San til Parganas a wholly 
different set of sub-castes is met with. The Maghaiya, Kanaujii, 
and Tirhutii are named after large tracts of oountry ; the Ayodhii- 
b&si claim to be immigrants from Oudh ; the Bang&li or Rarhi ore 
Bengal Kumhirs who nave settled in Behar ; and the T urk-Kumh&r 
are Mahomedans. Of the rest, the Biahut forbid widows to marry 
again, and the Ch&pu& take their name from a particular kind of 
earthen vessel whioh they make. 

The Kumhirs of Orissa are divided into two endogamous sub- 
castes — Jagannathi or Uriya Kumhars, who work standing and make 
lagre earthen pots, and Khatya Kumhirs, who turn the wheel sitting 
and make small earthen pots, cups, toys, etc. The latter are immi- 
grants from Upper India, whose number is comparatively in significant. 

In the matter of exogamy the practice of Kumb&rs differs 
widely in different parts of the country. In 
og * my ' Eastern Bengal, where the influence of Maho- 

medan usage is strong, only one or two sections are known to 
the caste, and marriage within the section is permitted. The 
MaghaiyA Kumh&rs, on the other hand, and probably most of 
the Behar sub-castes, have a long array of sections, mainly of the 
titular type, but referring in some instances to local and territorial 
areas. A man may not marry a woman of his own section or of the 
sections to whioh his mother, paternal grandmother, or maternal 
grandmother belonged. The Jagann&thi Kumhdrs of Orissa, who 
Hold a tolerably high social position in that province, are subdivided 
for matrimonial purposes into the following exogamous sections : — 
Kaundinya, tiger; oarpa, snake; Neul,weazel; Goru,oow; Mudir, 
frog ; Bhad-bhadri&, sparrow ; Kurma, tortoise. The members of 
each section express their respect for the animal whose name the 



Digitized by {jOOQie 



521 



RPMHXB* 



Beotion bears by refraining from killing or injuring it, and by 
bowing when they meet it. The entire easte also abstain from eating, 
and even go so far as to worship, the sal fish, because the rings on its 
scales resemble the wheel, which is the symbol of their craft. The 
Khatya Kumhdrs in Orissa have only one seotion (Kasyapa), and 
thus, like the Rdjbansis of Rangpur, are really endogamous in 
spite of themselves. The reason probably is that there axe too 
few of them in Orissa to fit up a proper exogamous system, and 
they content themselves with the pretenoe of one. Both sub-castes 
appear to be conscious that the names of their seotions are open to 
misconception, and explain that they are really the names of certain 
saints, who being present at Daksha’s horse saorifioe transformed 
themselves into animals to esoape the wrath of Siva, whom Daksha, 
like Peleus in the Greek myth, had neglected to invite. It may 
well be that we owe the preservation of these interesting totemistio 
groups to the ingenuity of the person who devised this respeotable 
means of accounting for a series of names so likely to compromise 
the reputation of the caste. In the oase of the Khatya Kumhfirs, 
the faot that their single section bears the name of Kdsyapa, while 
they venerate the tortoise { kachhap ), and tell an odd story by way 
of apology for the praotice, may perhaps lend weight to the con- 
jecture, in itself a fairly plausible one, that many of the lower castes 
in Bengal who are beginning to set up as pure Hindus have taken 
advantage of the resemblance in sound between kachhap and kasyap 
(chh and a both become sh in colloquial Bengali) to convert a 
totemistio title into an eponymous one, and have gone on to borrow 
such other Brahmanical gotras as seemed to them desirable. If, for 
example, we analyse the matrimonial arrangements of the Bhars 
of Manbhum, many of whom are the hereditary personal servants 
of the pseudo-Rajput Rdjd of Paohete, we find the foregoing 
conjecture borne out by the faot that two out of the seven sections 
which they reoognise are oalled after the peacock and the bel 
fruit, while the rest are eponymous. But this is an exceptionally 
clear case of survival, and I fear it is hardly possible to simplify 
the diagnosis of non-Aryan castes by laying down a general rule 
that all castes with a seotion bearing the name Kdsyapa, who have 
not demonstrably borrowed that appellation from the Brahmans, are 
probably offshoots from some non- Aryan tribe. 

In Behar, Orissa, and Ghota Nagpur Kumhdrs still permit girls 
. to be married as adults, though they hold 

amage * infant-marriage to be more respectable. In 

Bingbhum and the Tributary States of Orissa adult-marriage is 
the rule. The Kumhdrs of Bengal, on the other hand, have long 
conformed to the usage of the higher castes, and marry their daughters 
before the age of puberty. 

Everywhere a bride-price {pan) is paid to the father of the bride, 
and in determining the amount of this the comparative sooial 
position of the parties is not usually taken into consideration. “ It 
is considered,” says Dr. Wise, “ a dishonouring act for a Kumhdr to 
aooept a wife without paying money to the father. Of late years 
the prioe has risen so muoh that the poorer young men find it 
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difficult to procure wives at all/’ One of my correspondents says, 
indeed, that it ranges from Be. 300 to Rs. 1,000, but I am inclined 
to suspect some exaggeration here. There are, however, signs of 
the development of a system of hypergamy, modelled on the Kulinism 
of the higher castes, which may lead in time to the conversion of 
the bride-prioe into a bridegroom-price. The Par&m&nik, P&np&tra, 
and Mujgarni groups mentioned above seem on the way to become 
hypergamous ; and I am informed that a Kumbdr of Bikrampur 
in Dacca would, within that district at any rate, be able to obtain 
a higher price for his daughter than would be paid to a member 
of another group. The marriage ceremony is of the orthodox type | 
the essential and binding portion of the ritual is usually sindurddn, 
or smearing vermilion on the bride’s forehead and the parting of her 
hair. The Jagann&thi Kumhdrs of Orissa regard the knotting 
together of the clothes of the married oouple as the most important 
feature in the ceremony. This is done by a Brahman after the 
offering of hom has been made. The Khatya Kumhdrs follow 
much the same ceremony, but substitute for hom the worship ol 
the goddess Bindubisini. 

Polygamy is permitted to the limited extent that a man may take 
a seoond wife if his first wife has not borne him a son. Some say 
that he can only do so if the wife gives permission. It is certain, 
however, that polygamy is not much in vogue. Widow-marriage 
and divorce are not recognised by the Kumh&rs of Bengal, who 
adhere strictly to the customs of the higher castes on these points. 
In Behar, Chota Nagpur, and Orissa a widow of any but the 
Bi&hut sub-caste may marry again by the sagai or chumaund form, 
and is not ordinarily 1 restricted in her choioe by any positive obliga- 
tion to marry her deceased husband’s younger brother should such 
a relative exist. Divoroe is permitted on the ground of unchastity, 
with the sanction of the panvhdyat of the caste. In Orissa the 
finding of the panchdyat is usually recorded on a palm-leaf, and the 
woman is allowed maintenance for six months. Divorced women 
are looked upon as degraded, but are permitted to marry again by 
the same ritual as widows. 

Notwithstanding their alleged descent from the god Siva, 

. Vaishnavism seems to be the favourite religion 

gl0n# of the caste. In Eastern Bengal, Dr. Wise 

states that Kumh&rs still worship the ancient Vedio deities Agni, 
Brahma, Indra, and Pavana, and on the first of Jaishtha (May- 
June), at the termination of the idle month, special servioes 
are held in their honour, at the same time as the festival of 
Viswa-Karmd is celebrated. With this exception, their religious 
observances in Bengal and Behar do not appear to differ materially 
from those of other Hindu castes of similar social standing. In 
Orissa B£dh&, Krishna, and Jagann&th are the deities most revered 
by the Uria Kumhdrs. The Khatya Kumh&rs, on the other hand, 
in Cuttack, as in Dacca, profess to follow the preoepts of Guru 
N&nak, while at the same time they worship Durgd under the name 

1 In Singbhum she is expected to marry her deceased husband’s younger 
brother. 
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of Bindubdsini. Among the XJria Kumh&rs, Rudra P&l, the mythical 
ancestor of the caste, is worshipped as a sort of patron saint. His 
image is plaoed between the images of R6dh£ and Krishna in the 
Bhagwat gadi, or room set apart for the reading of the sacred books 
of the Yaishnava sect, and on the Sukla Sasti, the sixth day of the new 
moon of the month of Aghr&u, fried paddy, plantains, cocoanuts, and 
similar offerings are presented to him. A Brahman recites mantras , 
or mystio invocations, and receives as his perquisite the articles offered 
to Rudra Pal. This festival is oalled Ohran Sasti. The Khatya 
Kumhars pay a similar tribute to Kunwar, whom they regard 
as their ancestor, in the month of Sr&ban. Sital&, the goddess 
of small-pox, is worshipped in the same month, and Chaitra is 
regarded as sacred to the tutelary goddess Bindub&sini. Kunw&r 
is revered in Behar as the chief of the Gdian, or spirits of departed 
Kumhdrs, who exercise some vague sort of influence over human 
affairs, and have to be appeased by periodical sacrifices of goats and 
sweetmeats, which are afterwards divided among the members of the 
caste who attend at the ceremony. The snake goddess Bisohariy 
Sokhi, Sambhun&th, Bandi, Goraiyd, and the Pinch Pir, also 
rank among the minor deities of the caste, and are worshipped four 
times a year, in the months of Migh, Philgun, Baisikh, and Sri wan. 
In Chota Nagpur the religion of the caste seems to be of a more 
primitive type. Although professing Hinduism and worshipping in 
a general way all the gods of the regular pantheon, they also offer 
goats, molasses, ghi, and milk to the mountain gods K&n& Buru, 
Mithi Buru, and Kinki Buru, who are reverenced by the non- 
Aryan tribes. On the occasions of this worship Brahmans officiate as 
priests and take the offerings. It might perhaps be argued that the 
cult is a genuine survival, indicating that the Kumh&rs of that part 
of the oountry are merely an offshoot from a non- Aryan tribe ; but 
I think it equally possible that we have to deal with mere imitation, 
encouraged by the desire to appease the local gods. 

On the first of Bais&kh the Bengal Kumh&rs put an image of 
the god Siva on their wheel ( chak ), and leave the wheel unturned 
during the whole month. On the thirtieth day Siva is formally 
worshipped, and his effigy is thrown into a river or tank. The wheel 
is then again brought into use. Viswakarma, the artificer of the gods, 
is worshipped on the last day of Paus. All the implements of the 
potter's craft are laid before him, and offerings of fruits, sweetmeats, 
and the like are presented. 

For the service of the greater gods Kumhdrs, like other mem- 
bers of the Nava-S&kha group, employ Brahmans, who are for the 
most part received on equal terms oy other members of the sacred 
order, although less esteemed than those Brahmans who themselves 



serve Brahmans only. 

The dead are burned by all except the very poor, who cannot 
™ , , afford the wood for the funeral pyre. The 

IhHposal0 e Kumhdrs of Bengal and Orissa perform the 
ceremony of srdddh on the thirtieth day after death, in much the 
same fashion as the higher castes. Among the Kumhdrs of Behar 
and Chota Nagpur and the Khatya Kumh&rs of Bengal and Orissa, 
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the KanthA Brahman celebrates a religions servioe and tastes the 
oblation rioe on the tenth day after death, and the regular srdddh is 
performed on the eleventh day. Some, however, say the thirteenth, 
and it is possible that the practioe may differ in different parts of 
the oountry. Libations ( tarpan ) for the benefit of ancestors in 
general are poured forth in the mouth of As win every year. 

The social standing of the caste is respeotable. In Bengal they 

Social status. 8X6 reco E n ^ se< i 818 members of the NavasAkha 
group, and in Behar and Orissa Brahmans take 
water from their hands. The J agannAthi KumhArs of Orissa, though 
professing Vaishnavism and deeming it praiseworthy to abstain from 
the flesh of any living creature, nevertheless eat goats whioh have been 
sacrificed to the gods, deer, wild boars, and all fish except the sdl. 
They also partake of the leavings of Brahmans, and at the mahotsab , 
or sacred feast of the Yaishnava sect, they will eat cooked food with 
KhandAyats. Orh-ChAsAs, GKiriAs, ChhutArs, KAmArs, GoAlAs, Tells, 
NApits, and TAntis. On no other occasion will they eat with, or take 
water from, a man of a caste lower than Teli. Smoking from a 
hookah is governed by the rule about water, but cigars may be 
taken from any one. Khatya KumhArs eat goats and all kinds of 
scaly fish, and also the leavings of NAnak ShAhi priests. Neither 
sub-caste permits the use of strong drink. In Bengal the KumhArs 
eat sacrificial animals— deer, ducks, geese, and pigeons. Boiled rice 
they take only from Brahmans ; water and sweetmeats from members 
of the Nava-SAkha group. The KumhArs of Behar eat cooked food 
and smoke only with their own caste, but take sweetmeats and 
water from Koiris, Gangotas, and the large group of castes from 
whom a Brahman may take water. Goat flesh and mutton, and 
all kinds of fish except the bagar y are lawful food. Strong drink 
is also indulged in, but it is thought more respectable to abstain. 

In Dacca, says Dr. Wise, the manufacture of pottery is still 
in its infancy, and no improvement can be 
** 10D * looked for so long as the obligation of breaking 
all cooking utensils after a death, or any sort of oeremonial polu- 
tion, limits Hindus to the use of the cheapest kinds of pottery. 
The wheel in use is the Roman rota, a circular table of baked clay 
weighted along the rim, revolving rapidly on a pivot cut from the 
heart of a tamarind tree. The neck and shoulders of all globular 
vessels are made with the wheel (< chdk ), but the body is fashioned 
by hand, often by women. A round ball of hardened day ( boild ) 
is held inside, while with a wooden mallet (pitnd) the material is 
beaten from the outside into the requisite shape and thinness. Two 
kinds of earth are used by the Dacca KumhArs : one called Hli 9 the 
other kdla matti; and one part of the former mixed with two of 
the latter are employed in the production of the strongest pottery. 
For making the common red earthenware vessels red laterite earth 
from BhowAl is used, the colour of the rim being deepened by coating 
it with a mixture of catechu {hath) and fuller’s earth. The cheap 
red and black earthenware are both prepared with the same clay, the 
latter being blackened by covering up the kiln at a oertain stage and 
adding oil-cake to the fire. Bengali potters cannot glaze or fix the 
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colours on the ware, but are oontent to paint the Vessel after it 
has been baked. Their colours are always mixed with mucilage, 
obtained from bela m or tamarind seeds. Bed paints are prepared 
with red lead ; yellow with arsenio {hartal ) ; green by mixing yellow 
arsenio and indigo; and black with lamp-black, charred rioe, or 
nal reeds. A gloss is often imparted with the white of duck’s eggs, 
but as this washes off before long, garjan oil is more generally used. 
Idols, toys, and tobacoo-bowls are also painted with these oolours, 
and the images of deities are further embellished by having 
powdered mica sprinkled over them while the paint is still wet. 
The Dacca Kumb&rs manufacture brioks, tiles, earthenware of all 
shapes and sizes, idols, and toys ; the two last being moulded if of 
small size. 

The manufactory of the Eumhdr well repays a visit. Beneath 
the same thatched roof are the kiln, storehouse, and dwelling-house, 
while at the door the day is prepared. The kiln is called the pan , 
from the Sanskrit Pavana, that whioh purifies, and the hut the panghar . 
The kiln is divided into compartments, in which the newly-made vessels 
are arranged, earth being heaped over all. Wood is never used to heat 
it, but grass, reeds, or bamboo stems are the ordinary combustibles. 

Although Kumh&rs are prohibited from using the chak during 
the month of Baisakh, because Viswakannd, the great artificer, 
rested from his labours during that month, they are permitted to dig 
and store clay. A potter never cultivates the soil or serves as a 
domestio servant, but he has no objections to beoome a trader, a 
cloth merchant, a writer, or a servant to a shopkeeper. The village 
potter occasionally holds ch&kardn land, on the condition that he 
supplies the vessels required at all festivals observed by the zamind&r 
or tne village community. Hindu households generally eontraot for 
their annual supply of earthenware, while a few pay the market rate 
for what is wanted. The pottery made at R&i Bazdr, in Daoca, 
bears a great name throughout Eastern Bengal, and in the cold 
season boats laden with cocoanuts arrive from Sondip, Noakhali, and 
B&rganj, returning full of pots and pans from this mart. Vijayapur, 
in Tipperah, is another bazar famous for the excellence of its pottery. 

EAjmahdli& Kumhdrs have a curious custom, whioh is a source of 
much wit among Bengalis. They thatch the drying houses with green 
grass, merely fastening it down with weights, but never tying it, and 
when dry the that oh is used for lighting the kiln fire. They manufac- 
ture cooking pots for vegetables, milk-pans ( ras-dohana ), and salvers on 
which sweetmeats and other delioacies are handed round at weddings, 
but will not make idols or platters used in offerings to deities. 

Like the Bengali Kumh&rs, they do no work during the month 
of Baisakh, and on the first Saturday of that month oelebrate the 
worship of Viswakarm6. They work double during the previous 
month Chaitra, and it is lawful to bake the pottery in Baisakh. At 
the time of worship their trade implements and manufactures 
are arranged on the top of the kiln and ornamented with bel leaves, 
while the usual oblations are presented. The purohit, meanwhile, 
mutters a few incantations, soliciting the favour of the divine work- 
man. Onoe a year, when the kiln is filled, the caste Brahman 
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officiates at the Agni Puj&. Offerings are made of rice, plantains, 
ooooanut, sweetmeats, and a piece of cloth. 

The wives of these Ktunh&rs assist their husbands, fashioning 
the globular part of the vessels, while the men make the necks 
and rims. Kumhirs are singular in placing over their wells an 
earthenware rim or chak, admirably suited for preventing the 
ingress of filth. It is made by themselves, but has not been 
adopted by any other class. 

The foregoing description of the occupation of the potter caste 
is substantially correct at the present day. KumMrs, however, are 
not so exclusively devoted to their characteristic profession as 
Dr. Wise makes them out to be. In Orissa some of them follow 
the trade of carpenters and brioklayers, and everywhere a certain 
proportion of the caste is engaged in agriculture. This, however, 
is a comparatively recent departure, and few of them have risen 
above the status of tenure-holders or occupanoy raiyats. Cultivating 
Kumh&rs still regard the chdk as the symbol of their caste, and 
brand their cattle with a rude representation of it. In Chota 
Nagpur the Maghaiya Kumh&rs are looked down upon by the 
Kanaujia sub-caste because they castrate bullocks. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
Kumh&rs in 1872 and 1881 : — 



District. 


1872. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Bard wan 

Bankura 

Birbhum 

Midnapur 

n.iKi.ii i 

Howrah ... ) 

Sl.Pitrtcanas 

Khulna 

Jeasore 

Murshedabad 

Dmajpur 

Rajshahye 

Kungpur ... 

Botrra 

Pabna 

Darjiling 

Jalpigon ... , 

Knelt Behar ... 



Faridpur 

Bakarganj 

Maimaiisinh 


19.947 

4,518 

7,583 

29,122 

14,872 

16,474 

20,420 

22,022 

11,278 

6,408 

7,856 

6,709 

3,748 

10,202 

342 

8,215 

14,835 

8,196 

13,748 

19,323 


13,020 

7,992 

8.892 
80,650 

s 9,688 
\ 5,712 

12,036 
15,855 
9.332 
19,335 
10,487 
5,319 
6,999 
5,063 
3,710 
9,841 
687 

1.892 
1,101 

17,373 

10,783 

9,510 

18,618 


Tippemh 

Chittagong 

Noakh&li 

Patna 

Gya .. 

Shahabad 

™ {MET ::: 

Saran 

Ch&mparan 

Monghyr 

Bhagalpur 

P urns ah 

Maldah 

S&ntAl Parganas 

Cuttack 

Puri 

Balasoro 

Tributary States 

H&zaribagh 

LohardagA 

Singbhum 

Manbhum 

Tributary States 


10,945 

3,826 

3,618 

20,581 

25,868 

18,931 

} 48,030 

21.911 
17,151 
20,361 
25,669 

11.912 
3,8H 

14,765 

16,812 

9,666 

10.589 
16,559 
14,058 

15.589 
7,145 

24,391 

4,508 


9.705 
6,423 
4,640 
24,069 
22,282 
23,814 
< 33,408 
l 25,241 
24.594 
18,807 
31,007 
36,939 
18,732 
5,908 
21.4)19 
22,268 
13,135 
12,681 
26,553 
21,966 
19.579 
6,882 
32,844 
9,099 



Kumharid, a section of the 
Banodhid and Jaiswdr Kalwdrs 
in Behar; a sept of Chiks in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kuna, a stone quarry, a title 
of the Karanga caste in Sing- 
bhum. 

Kunbahong, a sept of Lim- 
bus in Darjiling. 



Kunbiy a synonym for Kurmi. 

Kunchbandhw&, a maker of 

the kas-kas brushes (hunch ) , used 
by weavers to smooth the threads 
of the warp before it is put into 
the loom. The occupation is 
usually followed by Nats and by 
Mahomedans, who combine with 
it the castration of cattle. 
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Kundail, a sept of Rajputs in 
Behar. 

Kundaldl, a gdin of the Sdbarna 
gotra of Bdrhi Brahmans in 
Bengal. 

Kunddrk, a pur or section of 
Sdkadwipi Brahmans in Behar. 

Kundi, a section of Awadhid 
Hajjdms in Behar. 

Kundiar, a section of Kurmis 
in Chota Nagpur and Orissa; 
a section of Mahilis in Western 
Bengal. 

Kundili a section of Rantids 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Kundkar, a turner, denoting 
more particularly workers in horn, 
who are always Mahoiuedans. 
The Kundkar makes oombs, pegs 
for shoes, small boxes {dibiya) 
for keeping medicines and various 
odds and ends. They despise the 
Kasai and the Kuti and decline 
to intermarry with them. 

Kundri, a vegetable used in 
making curry, a totemistio sept 
of Oraons in Chota Nagpur. 

Kundu, Kunda , a title of 
Aguris, Gandhabaniks, Kaibart- 
tas, Kdyasths, Tdntis, Telis, 
Sankharis, Sutradhan, and cer- 
tain other castes in Bengal. 

Kundula, a sept of Mundas 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Kunjakuli, a section of Pins 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Kunjalwdr, a section of 
Babhans in Behar. 

Kunjasiri, a section of Pdns 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Kunjilwdr-Malangid, a mul of 
the Kdtydyan section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Bengal. 



Kunjilwdr-Sater, a mul of the 
Kdtydyan section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Kunjilwdr-Ullu, a mul of the 
Kdtydyan section of Maithil 
Brahmanb in Behar, 

Kunjiiwdr-Bhakrain, a mul of 
the Kdtydyan section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Kunjjlwdr-Digaun, a mul of 
the Kdtydj an section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

Kunjilwdr-Bhakhrauli, a mul 
of the Kdtydyan section of 
Maithil Brahmans in Behar. 

Kunjrd, a greengrocer who 
sells tarkari and sabji — an occu- 
pation usually, but not exclusive- 
ly, followed by Mahomedans in 
Behar. In Dacca, according to 
Dr. Wise, Kunjra is used as a 
term of abuse, and the fruit 
sellers call themselves Mewa- 
farosb, Sabzi-farosh or Bepari. 

Kunkdl, a title of Kumhdrs. 

Kunot, a sub-caste of Gtonrhis 
in Behar. 

Kuns, a section of Binjhids in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kuntid, a sept of Hos in 
Singbhum. 

Kunwar, a section of Bhdts. 

Kunwarddr, a section of 
Cheros in Chota Nagpur. 

Kurd, a sept of Cbakmds in 
the Hill Tracts of Chittagong. 

Kurdi, a pur or section of 
Sdkadwipi Brahmans in Behar; 
a sept of Pdns in Chota Nag- 
pur. 

Kurdi, a title of Kaibarttas in 
Bengal. 
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Kurambi , a synonym for Kurmi. 

Kurga, a sub-caste of Koran- 
gas in Western Bengal who are 
employed in making bamboo 
baskets. 

Kuri, a sub-caste of DosAdhs 
who make their living as bird- 
catchers, and occasionally as ped- 
lars. A synonym for MayarA, 
Madhukurij or Madhunapit, q.v. 

Kurin, a sub-caste of DosAdhs 
and Gonrhis in Behar ; of Mallahs 
in Behar, usually employed as 
boatmen. 

Kurisarjan, a subdivision of 
the Meches, also oalled Mechkuri, 
who sell oil. 



Kurjl, a section of GoAlAs in 
Behar. 

Kurjva, a sept of ChakmAs in 
the Hill Tracts of Chittagong. 

Kurkuti, red ant, a totemis- 
tio sept of M undos in Chota 
Nagpur. 

Kurki Dholiar, a thar or sept 
of DAmis in Darjiling, tne 
members of which are drummers 
by profession. 

Kurma, tortoise, a totemistio 
| section of JagannAthi KumhArs 
I in Orissa. 



JttttttU, Kunbi, Kurambi , a very large cultivating caste of 
^ , f . Upper India, Behar, Chota Nagpur, and 

Tradition, of origin. 0 ££ a Their origin is obscure, and their 

meagre traditions throw no light upon the subject, being for the 
most part mythological tales of a trivial character, or legends 
relating to recent migrations of comparatively small sections of 
the oaste. Writing of the Kurmis of Behar, Buchanan olasses 
them among the “ aboriginal Hindu nations that were not of 
sufficient consequence to be admitted into the order of Kshatris, 
but too powerful to be thrust into the dregs of impurity .” 1 In 
another place he mentions as not wholly untenable the opinion that 
the Kurmis of Gorakhpur are the same as the ThArus, adding, how- 
ever, that the Kurmis strenuously deny the connexion, they being 
nearly as pure as the Ahirs.® The only evidence in support of 
this view seems to be the fact that the title Dhelphor, or 4 clod- 
breaker/ given by Buchanan as the name of a Kurmi ‘tribe/ is 
found also among the ThArus. This, however, proves nothing, as 
the term might obviously be applied to any class of regular cultiva- 
tors. On the other hand, it is perfectly possible that a Dranch of the 
ThArus on taking to settled cultivation may have sought to conneot 
themselves, under the name of Dhelphor Kurmis, with the leading 
agricultural caste of the Ganges Valley. Sir Henry Elliot , 5 
Mr. Sherring , 4 and Mr. Nesfield 5 treat the caste as an accom- 
plished fact, and venture on no oonjecture regarding its prob- 
able origin. Sir George Campbell, speaking of the Kurmis of 
Hindustan, says they are on an average darker and less good-looking 



1 J Eastern India , i, 166. 

9 Ibid, ii, 46P. 

* Races of the North-Western Provinces , p. 155. 
4 Hindu Tribes and Castes, i, 323. 

4 Brief View qf the Caste System, p. 14. 
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than Brahmans and Rajputs, but still quite Aryan in their features, 
institutions, and manners. 1 Colonel Dalton regards them as the 
desoendants of some of the earliest of the Aryan colonists of 
Bengal — “a brown, tawny-coloured people, of average height, 
well-proportioned, rather lightly framed, and with a fair amount 
of good looks. They show well-shaped heads and high features, 
less refined than Brahmans, less martial than Rajputs, of humbler 
mien even than the Go&l&s ; but, except when they have obviously 
intermixed with aborigines, they are unquestionably Aryan in looks. 
Grey eyes and brownish hair are sometimes met with amongst 
them. The women have usually small and well-formed hands and 
feet.” 9 

The foregoing description clearly refers only to the Kurmis of 
Behar, who are on the whole a fine-looking race, though perhaps 
hardly so Aryan in appearance as Colonel Dalton seeks to make 
out. The caste bearing the same name in Chota Nagpur and 
Orissa belongs to an entirely different type. Short, sturdy, and 
of very dark complexion, these Kurmis closely resemble in feature 
the Dravidian tribes around them. In Manbhum and the north 
of Orissa it is difficult to distinguish a Kurmi from a Bhumij 
or a Sant&l, and the latter tribe, who are more particular about 
food than is commonly supposed, will eat boiled rice prepared by 
Kurmis; and according to one tradition regard them as half- 
brethren of their own, sprung from the same father, who begot 
the Kurmis on the elder and the Sant&ls on the younger of two 
sisters. The distinct and well-preserved totemism of the caste is 
noticed at length below. 

The question then arises— Are these Kurmis a degraded branch of 
the Kurmis of Behar and Upper India, or should they be treated as a 
separate caste formed out of Dravidian elements and owing their name 
to the accident of their having devoted themselves exclusively to culti- 
vation P Colonel Dalton does not distinctly commit himself to either 
view ; but it is clear from his account of the caste that he was conscious 
of the difficulty, and was inolined on the whole to dispose of it by the 
hypothesis of degradation. This theory, however, tails entirely to 
account either for the remarkably uniform type of the Chota Nagpur 
Kurmis or for their totemistio usages. The latter point, however, 
appears to have been unknown to Colonel Dalton, and might possibly 
have induced him to ohange his opinion. Three hypotheses seem to 
be more or less tenable : — (1) that the class Kurmi is made up of two 
distinct stocks, the one Aryan and the other Dravidian ; (2) that the 
entire group oomes of an Aryan stock, the type of whion has been 
modified to a varying extent by mixture of blood and vicissitudes of 
occupation ; (3) that the entire group was originally Dravidian, but 
that those portions of it which lay in the traok of the Aryan invasion 
were refined by intercourse with the immigrants, while those who 
settled in remote parts of the country preserved their primitive 
type. 



1 Ethnology qf India, p. 92, in J. A . 8. B. t vol. xxxv, part II. 
1 Ethnology of Bengal, p. 320. 

2 L 
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The internal structure of the Kurmi caste is shown in a tabular 
t* , . , form in Appendix I. In Behar the chief 

Eiimi, jcm sub-castes are the following: — AyodhiyS or 
Awadhiy&, Chanaur, Ghamela, daisw&r, Kachaisa, Ramaiyd, 
Sansw&r. The Ayodhiya claim to be of the highest dignity and 
purest blood, coming, as their name indicates, from Oudh, where 
they are usually cultivators, while in Bengal they often enlist in the 
native army or serve as constables. The Jaisw&r, less punctilious 
than the Ayodhiyd, are husbandmen, proverbial for industry and 
skill, who, from indulging in spirits and permitting their widows to 
marry, are held to be degraded. In Manbhum we findfour endogamous 
groups, — Kurum, Adh-Kurml or Madhyam-Kurmi, Sikharici or 
Chhota-Kurmi, and Nich-Kurmi. The Kurum aver that they are 
the original nucleus of the entire caste, and explain that the other 
groups were degraded for eating fowls and drinking spirituous liquor. 
To these ceremonial offences the Nich-Kurmi add great sexual laxity, 
and pay little regard to the ohastity of young girls before marriage. 
In the north of Chota Nagpur two sub-castes appear to exist, 
Magahici, who are supposed to be immigrants from Behar and con- 
form on the whole to Hindu practices, and Bagsarid. or Bagsari&, 
whose usages tire more of an aboriginal type. The latter group is 
popularly supposed to derive its name from Buxar, in Shahabad; 
but the traditional reverence with which its members regard the 
tiger, and the occurrence of the same name as a section among 
wilder cognate castes, incline me to look upon it as totemistic. 
There is no evidence whatever in favour of the opinion that this 
sub-caste came from Buxar, and this notion is merely another 
instance of the common striving to find a rational explanation of 
terms the meaning of which nas been forgotten. In Orissa we 
have G&ysari, Maisisari, Bagsari, and Gad&sari . 1 The first 
two are more Hinduised than the others, and are said to have 
given up eating pork, fowls, etc. The two lower divisions have no 
objection to marry into the upper divisions, but such marriages are 
extremely rare, and entail degradation of the members of the higher 
groups. The sections in use among the Kurmis of Chota Nagpur and 
Orissa are purely totemistio, and it will be seen from Appendix I 
that a large proportion of the totems are capable of being identified. 
In Behar, on the other hand, the section-names are titular, and 
the tendency is to discard the primitive rule of exogamy in favour 
of the more modem system of reckoning prohibited degrees by the 
formula quoted in the article on Bais. Where the section rule 
is in foroe, it is usually held that a man may not marry a woman 
of his own section, or of the sections to whioh his mother and his 
paternal and maternal grandmothers belonged. These faots tell in 
favour of the theory that all Kurmis are derived from a Dravidian 
stock : for, if the Behar Kurmis had been originally Aryans, they 
could have had no motive for discarding their original section-names ; 
whereas a Dravidian tribe intimately associated with Aryans and 

1 Some interpret these names as having reference to the cow, the buffalo, 
the crane, and a pit or hollow in the ground (gddd ). I mention the explana- 
tion for what it may be worth. 
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subjected to Aryan influences would certainly be anxious to cast off 
totemistio designations which would serve only as a badge of social 
inferiority. It should be observed, moreover, that even in Behar the 
Kurmis have not risen high enough to establish a claim to use the 
Brahmanical gotras , and have had to content themselves with a titular 
series of names ; while in Bengal they are excluded, on the ground 
of their Dravidian desoent, from the group of castes from whose 
hands a Brahman can take water. 

Among Behar Kurmis the general practioe is that girls are 
. married as infants, adult-marriage being 

amag0 * resorted to only in those cases where the 

girl’s parents are too poor to conform to the fashion which requires 
that she should have been provided with a husband before reach- 
ing the age of puberty. The ceremony is of the orthodox type, 
and was formerly followed by an elaborate entertainment given 
t>y the bridegroom. In oourse of time, however, the rivalry of 
neighbouring families made this a source of such heavy expense that 
the Kurmis determined to abolish the oustom, and now refuse to ask 



for or to give money on such occasions. In Chota Nagpur and 
Orissa, though the tendency is on the whole towards infant-marriage, 
adult-marriage is still in full force, and sexual intercourse between 
unmarried people is taoitly recognised, it being understood that if 
the girl becomes pregnant her lover will come forward to marry 
her before her child is bom. In such intrigues the law of exogamy 
must be strictly observed, and intercourse between members of the 
same totem is reckoned as incest and punished by expulsion from 
the caste. The marriage ceremony is of a highly primitive character, 
and comprises several usages of speoial interest. After the preliminary 
negotiations have been completed and a bride-prioe (pan), varying 
from Rs. 3 to Rs. 9, has been paid to the parents of a girl, an 
auspicious day for the marriage is fixed on the basis of certain 
astrological data, which are usually arrived at by consulting a Brahman 
skilled in such matters. Early on the wedding morning the betrothed 
pair, each in their own homes, are separately married to trees— the 
bride to a mahua, (Bassia latifolia ), and the bridegroom to a mango 
(mangi/era Indica ) . This ourious rite merits full description. W earing 
on the right wrist a bracelet of the leaves of the mahua , , the bride 
walks round the tree seven times, and then sits in her mother’s lap on an 
earthen platform built close to the trunk. While sitting in this position 
her right hand and right ear are tied to the tree with thread by her 
elder sister’s husband or by some male member of the household, and 
she is made to ohew mahud leaves, which are afterwards eaten by her 
mother. Last of all, lights are lit round the tree, and it is solemnly 
worshipped by all present. The same ritual is separately performed 
by the bridegroom, with the difference that in his oase the tree is 
a mango, and is circled nine times instead of seven. The people who 
practise this singular ceremony believe that by it all misfortunes of 
the bride and bridegroom are somehow forestalled and transferred to 
the tree, which thus acts as a sort of scapegoat. Instances of similar 
superstitions are given by Tylor and Peschel. 1 It ooours to me, 



1 i Primitive Culture, ii, 149 : Volkerkunde, 263. 



Digitized by LjOOQLe 




ZUEMI. 



532 



however, as possible that we may have here a survival of a still more 
ancient idea — the notion that a virgin, before being married, must be 
dedicated to some god, who exercises the right to her person, whioh, 
int he first beginnings of oommunal life, is supposed to have been 
claimed by the tribe. 

On the completion of the rite by the bridegroom (the bride, as 
I have stated, goes through it separately in her own home), his 
friends form a prooession and escort him to the bride’s house, the 
time of starting being arranged so that the party shall arrive in the 
evening. On reaching the nouse the bride’s people oome out to 
meet the bridegroom, and daub sandal wood paste on his forehead, 
using the point of an arena nut for this purpose. He is then taken 
to a wedding canopy made of sdl branches, where the bride joins 
him, and bom march seven times round a sacred fire represented by 
an earthen vessel with a lamp burning inside it. Meanwhile the 
maternal uncles of the bride and bridegroom exchange plates of rioe 
in token of friendship and social intercourse. After ciroling the fire 
the wedded pair sit down together on a platform of dried olay built 
under the canopy, and the bridegroom touohes the bride between the 
breasts with a drop of his own blood, drawn by cutting through the 
nail of his little finger and mixed with lao-dye. This symbolical 
transfusion of blood marks the transfer of the bride from her own to 
her husband’s section, and is evidently the original form of the 
widespread custom of sindurddn. 

Oddly enough, the next stage of the ritual is sindurddn , performed 
in the ordinary way by smearing vermilion on the bride’s forehead and 
the parting of her hair. At the same time an iron bracelet (khdrn) 
is put on the bride’s left wrist. This double observance of sindurddn , 
in its original and its derivative form, may probably be aooounted 
for by supposing the latter to have been adopted from the Hindus 
after its connexion with the former and less civilised practioe had 
been lost sight of. It gives an excellent illustration of the faoility 
with which customs, like myths, pass from tribe to tribe and are 
adopted by men as the fanoy strikes them, without any one taking 
the trouble to inquire into their original meaning. 

The Kurmis of Behar usually employ Branmans to preside at 
their marriages and to recite sacred texts {mantras) at oertain stages 
of the ceremony. In Chota Nagpur and Orissa Brahmans are not 
called in : the eldest male of the household, the L kjk of the village, 
or in some cases the brothers-in-law of the bride and bridegroom, 
take the leading part in the ritual. In the matter of polygamy the 
Behar Kurmis profess to hold that a man may only take a second 
wife in the event of the first being barren ; but this rule is frequently 
transgressed in practioe by those who can afford to maintain several 
wives. In Orissa, again, polygamy appears to be regarded with 
disfavour, and it is deemed more respectable for a man to have but 
one wife. The Kurmis of Chota Nagpur, on the other hand, recognise 
no restrictions at all except those imposed by the standard of living 
common in the caste. 

All Kurmis except the Ayodhid sub-caste in Behar allow a 
widow to marry again, and require her to marry her husband’s 



Digitized by 



Google 



533 



KUBML 



younger brother or younger cousin, even though he be already 
married, on pain of forfeiting not merely all olaims to a share in her 
husband’s property, but also the custody of all children whom she may 
have had by him. The idea seems to be that she has been bought at 
a price, and belongs to the family that bought her. If she is perverse 
enough to fall in love with an outsider, no aotive measures are taken 
to prevent her from marrying him, but she may take nothing with 
her — not even the children begotten on her by her late husband. 
In some cases she is allowed to retain temporary charge of female 
children or of infants at the breast ; but she is bound to make them 
over before they attain a marriageable age, in order 'that her late 
husband’s family may not be deprived of the bride-prioe payable for 
the girls. The ceremony in use at the marriage of a widow is 
comparatively simple, consisting merely of putting on bracelets and 
applying vermilion, which is touohed by the bridegroom and then 
smeared on the bride’s forehead by some of the married women of 
her own or the bridegroom’s family. Others, again, say that this 
must be done by widows ; and in parts of Manbhum the widow has 
to undergo the indignity of receiving sindur from the bridegroom’s 
great toe. 

Divorce is permitted, with the sanction of the panchdyat y on the 
ground of the wife’s adultery or barrenness, or if the oouple cannot 
get on together. The husband pours some water on the ground or 
tears a leaf in two to symbolise separation, while the wife must give 
up the iron ring (kharu) which was placed on her wrist at her 
marriage. Three months’ alimony is usually given to the wife. 
Divorced women may marry again by the same oeremony as widows. 
The Midnapur Kurmis profess not to allow divorce, and there 
are symptoms among them of a tendenoy to abandon widow- 
marriage. 

In the matter of inheritance Behar Kurmis follow the standard 



Inheritance. Hindu law ; while in Chota Nagpur and 

@n ce. Onssa traces of an earlier tribal custom may 

still be discerned, under whioh the eldest son gets twice the share 
of his brothers, and a son by a bihdi wife, married as a virgin 
by the full ceremony, has a similar advantage over sons by sagai 
wives. An aotual instance will illustrate the working of the rule. 
A Kurmi dies leaving three sons and three kharis of land; the 
eldest gets a khdri and a half, the two younger three-fourths of 
a khdri apiece. If there were two sons — one by a bihdi and the other 
by a sagai wife, the former would get two khdrts and the latter one. 
Daughters and daughters’ sons are excluded by male agnates, such as 
cousins ; but in Orissa an only daughter may claim something on 
account of her marriage expenses. 

The religion of the Behar Kurmis differs little from that of 
- r . other Hindu castes of similar social standing. 

glon * Maithil or Tirhutid Brahmans usually serve 
them as priests, and are received on terms of equality by other 
members of the sacred order. By preference they appear to 
incline rather to Vaishnavism, but votaries of Siva and the 8aktis 
are also found among them. Besides the minor gods ordinarily 
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worshipped in Behar, the members of the Sansw&r sub-caste have a 
special deity of their own, called Mokini Mahato, who is said to have 
been a Kurmi. I have been unable to ascertain on what grounds he 
was deified. He-kids are sacrificed to him occasionally, and various 
kinds of sweetmeats offered, but there appear to be no fixed days for 
his worship. In Eastern Bengal members of the Ayodhyd sub-caste 
employ Sakadwipi Brahmans for religious and ceremonial purposes, 
and have Atit or Yaishnava mendicants for their Gurus. The 
majority are followers of Kabir, Daryd D&s, or Rim&nand. In the 
same parts of the country the J aisw&r Kurmis favour the P&nch Pi'riy& 
creed, eating any animal offered in sacrifice to a Hindu deity, and at 
the same time keeping the Muharam and fasting during the 
Ramazan, while a few are followers of N&nak Sh&h and Kabir. 

In Chota Nagpur and Orissa the Kurmis are in a still earlier 
stage of religious development. The animistio beliefs characteristic 
of the Dravidian races are overlaid by the thinnest veneer of 
conventional Hinduism, and the vague shapes of ghosts or demons 
who haunt the jungle and the rock are the real powers to whom the 
average Kurmi looks for the ordering of his moral and physical 
welfare. Chief among these is Bar-Pah&r, the mountain deity of 
the Santals; Gosain R&i, perhaps a variant of Gosain Er& ; Gh&t, 
any striking hill pass, such as the Dhang&rd Pass, near Chatra, 
which figures in the early traditions of the caste; G&ro&r, who 
watches over cows ; Gr&meswari, the patron goddess of the village ; 
Kinchekeswari ; Boram-devi; S&t-baham; Dakum Buri, and 
Mah&m&i. The functions and attributes of these deities are not 
susceptible of close definition, and the worshippers seem to be 
oonscious of little more than a vague notion that by sacrificing 
goats, sheep, fowls, etc., and offering libations of rice-beer, certain 
material calamities, such as disease and bad harvests, may be 
warded off. In this worship Brahmans usually take no part, and 
either the head of the household officiates or a professional hedge- 
priest (< dehari or laya) is called in ; but to this rule there is a 
curious exception in the Bamangh6ti pargana of Moharbhanj, 
where Brahman priests offer fowls to the goddess Kinchekeswari 
on behalf of her Kurmi votaries. Jitib&han, again, a deity whose 
attributes I cannot ascertain, is said to be worshipped only by 
women, assisted by degraded Brahmans. In respect of the 
employment of Brahmans, the practice of the Kurmis of Chota 
Nagpur and Orissa is by no means uniform. In Midnapur they 
call in the assistance of Brahmans on all religious and ceremonial 
occasions, but these priests are held to be degraded by rendering this 
service, and are not received on equal terms by other members of 
their own order. In Manbhum, Lohardagd, and Moharbhanj 
Brahmans assist only in the funeral ceremonies of the caste, and all 
other religious functions, including marriage, are discharged by 
the eldest Kurmi who is present at the time. The Moharbhanj 
Kurmis affect to get their Brahmans from Sikharbhum, and 
some of these claim to be of the R&rhi sub- caste, though such 
pretensions would of course not be recognised by the Brahmans 
of Bengal. 
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Besides the BAndhnA Parab, whioh is common to them and the 
SantAls, the Akhan JAtrA, or cate festival, 
Festivals. deserves notice as being peculiar to the Kurmis. 

u On the last day of the month of Pus (in the middle of January), 
■when the granaries are full, the people make cates in, the shape of 
a double oone, called gargaria pit ha, put on their best attire, and 
assemble on a green outside their village, and the young men and 
women form circles and dance and sing. This is followed by a 
joust of archery: a cock is thrown up in the air, and this is con- 
tinued till one of the young men manages to shoot the bird with an 
arrow. The successful aroher is then treated as the hero of the day ” 1 
As a general rule all Kurmis, except the very poor, burn their 
, ... , , adult dead, and perform obsequies resembling 

1)181)0 0 6 6 * the regular sraddh more or less closely accord- 
ing to the standard of ceremonial purity recognised in the caste. 
Thus the JaiswAr Kurmis celebrate the srdddh on the thirty-first 
day after death, following herein the traditional period of mourning 
ordained for the Sudras; the AyodhiA, claiming higher rank and 
greater purity of blood, mourn for twelve days only, and perform 
the srdddh on the thirteenth ; while the Kurmis of Chota Nagpur 
and Orissa, like most Dravidians working up to Hinduism, observe 
the term of mourning laid down for Brahmans, and hold obsequies 
on the eleventh day. In GyA unmarried persons of either sex are 
buried, but this appears to be merely an extension of the common 
praotioe of burying children, which is probably traceable to the 
desire to avoid the expense of cremation. Burial is also resorted to 
in Chota Nagpur and Orissa in cases where death has been oaused 
by cholera or small-pox, and the body is laid in the grave faoe down- 
wards, the idea being that the spirits of those who die by a rapid and 
fatal disease, arising from the malice of a special demon, can be 
prevented by this device from returning after death and spreading 
infection among the living. 

A Kurmi woman is unclean until three ceremonies have been 
performed. On the sixth day after birth the Oulhatti Chhathi is 
observed, at which the mother is obliged to drink rioe-grueL On 
the twelfth day the Barahi is kept, and a feast provided for 
ten or twelve children. Lastly, on the Bisdi, or twentieth day, the 
mother paints the well with red lead, draws water, and is deemed clean* 
In Behar the social rank of the caste is respeotable, and Brah- 
Q . mans will take water from their hands ; while 

°em * a m they themselves profess to follow the rules 
of diet which are binding on all respectable Hindus. The JaiswAr 
sub-caste, however, are supposed in some districts to eat fowls 
and field-rats. In Chota Nagpur and Orissa their praotioe is far 
more lax. By abstaining from beef and pork 2 they have, raised 
themselves a step higher than the SantAls, Oraons, and other non- 
Hinduised tribes; but the fact that they eat fowls and field-rats, 
both abominable in the eyes of the orthodox, and indulge freely 
in spirituous liquors, exoludes them from the circle of castes 



1 Dalton's Ethnology of Bengal , p. 320. 

9 In Orissa this reform has been adopted quite recently. 



Digitized by 



> y Google 




KUBMI. 



636 



from whose hands a Brahman oan take water. Their standing in 
these districts, though not very clearly defined, is sufficiently 
indicated by the oircumstanoe that in the north of Orissa Magahiyd 
Kumh&rs, Bhuiy&s, and Rajwirs are the highest castes who will 
admit that they oan take water and sweetmeats from Kurmis. On 
the other hand, the Kurmis themselves have some curious prejudices 
in the matter of food, in which perhaps we may disoeru traces of 
the traditional antipathy to Brahmans which distinguishes the 
Santfl. A Kurmi, for example, will not touch food cooked by 
any Brahman exoept his own gum ; while a Kurmi woman will 
not eat food prepared by her husband’s guru. SantAls will eat 
food cooked by a Kurmi, hut the Kurmis will not return the 
compliment, though they will smoke from the same hookah as a 
Santil, and will take water from his hands. In Eastern 
Bengal, according to Dr. Wise, Kiyasths, hut not Brahmans, 
will drink from a Kurmi’s water-vessel and smoke from his hookah. 

Agriculture is regarded by the Kurmis as their original 
and characteristic profession, and no marked 
Occupation. tendency to engage in other occupations seems 
to he traceable among them, although of late years a few have 
fnlron to trading in grain. In Behar Kurmis are sometimes 
employed as personal servants in the households of the higher 
castes; and thin practice, which seems to have been more widely 
prevalent in Bucnanan’s time, 1 must have played an important 
part in the refinement of their physical type. The great majority 
of the caste are oooupanoy or non-occupancy raiyats; some have 
acquired substantial tenures. In Orissa many are pradham, or village 
headmen, holding service lands ; a small proportion make a livelihood 
as landless day-labourers ; while, at the other end of the scale, the 
few who have risen to be considerable zamindars have managed to 
transform themselves into Rajputs, and cannot now be recognised as 
Kurmis. Two instances of this have come to notioe. The zamindar 
of Khelar, in Nayahasin pargana of the Midnapur district, is said to 
have been a Kurmi, who attempted to reform his brethren by urging 
them to abandon the custom of widow-marriage, and to give up 
yoking cows to the plough. His efforts, however, were unsuccessful, 
and the THiaUr family now call themselves Kshatriyas, and strenu- 
ously disown all connexion with the Kurmis. Another oase is that 
of the well-known house of Paohet in Eastern Manbhum. The 
Paohet Rijd claims to be a Gto-bansi Rajput, and traces back his 
ancestry fifty-two generations to a child discovered in the woods by 
the Kurmis being suckled by a cow. The Kurmis of those parts say 
they have been there just the same number of generations, and 
Colonel Dalton seems to have thought that the Paohet people were 
probably of Kurmi extraction, basing his opinion partly on the 
coincidence in the number of generations, and partly on the fact 
that the family cannot rationally traoe back their origin out of the 
district, while there is no particular reason for supposing them to 
be Bhumij or Munda. Any attempt, however, to account for 



1 Etutem India, i, 166. 
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the fact that hardly any Kurmi zamindars are to be found 
at the present day must, from the nature of the oase, be purely 
conjectural. The settlement of the caste on the land must 
have taken place in very early times, and in Manbhum many 
Kurmi8 claim even now to hold their lands at a moiety of the 
current rates of rent, on the ground that they were the original 
clearers of the soil. Some of these pioneers of cultivation must 
in the nature of things have developed into zamindars or looal 
Raj6s; but on attaining this position they would undoubtedly 
set up as Rajputs, and in the course of a generation or two would 
be accepted locally as members of that very heterogeneous group. 

Kurmis are excellent cultivators, and a large proportion of the 
raiyats who grow opium in Behar are drawn from their ranks. 
They are said, however, to be less painstaking and less skilful in the 
management of special crops than the Koiris, who show a remark- 
able talent for spade husbandry and all forms of gardening. Kurmis, 
on the other hand, are noted for their industry in the management of 
the staple food-crops, and are particularly successful wheat-growers. 
To render thanks for the harvest already reaped and garnered, as 
well as to ensure an abundant crop next season, the Ayodhya sub- 
caste annually celebrate a harvest home in the following manner. In 
the centre of a piece of ground, levelled and plastered for the 
purpose, a lofty pole is erected, to which the cattle are tethered 
and made to tread out a portion of the new wheat crop. This 
being finished, the pole is removed and the hole filled with 
water, and sweetmeats ( laddu ) consecrated to Mahadeva and 
Paramesvara, after which a feast of parohed barley and various 
kinds of confectionery is given to the Brahmans of the village. 
All Kurmis worship the plough at the time of the Dasahard 
festival. 

The following statement shows the number and distribution of 
the Kurmis in 1872 and 1881 : — 



District. 


1873. 


1881. 


District. 


1872. 


1881. 


Bard wan 

Banknra 

Birbhum 

Midnapur ••• ••• 

Hughli 

Howrah 

24-Parganas 

Nadiya 

Khulna 

Jeesore 

Murshedabad 

Dinajpur 

Bajshahye 

Rangpur 

fcogra 

Palma 

Darjiling 

Jalpigort 

Kuch Behar ... 

Dacca ... .« 

Faridpur 

Bakarganj 

lfttlmw.nflinh 1M ... 

Tipperah 


890 

022 

864 

40)410 

\ 096 

4,275 

1,654 

•mm. 

S88 

8,222 

400 

1,480 

1,860 

262 

449 

260 

142 

508 

828 

20 

659 

221 


2,561 
11,810 
1,591 
45,290 
C 684 

1 702 

8,469 
2,861 
498 
644 
4,515 
2,245 
2,798 
4,283 
56 
2^38 
689 
868 
3,583 
2,831 
784 
187 
1.728 
372 


Chittagong 

Noakhali 

Hill Tracts 

Patna 

Siuh&bad I" ~ I" 

::: 

Saran 

Chamnaran 

Monghyr 

B hagai pur ... 

Purnian 

Maldah 

Santil Parganas 

Cuttack 

Puri ... .„ 

Balanore 

Tributary 8tates 

Hazaribagh 

LohardagA 

Singbbum 

Manbhum 

Tributary States 


47 

18 

1 

166,468 

40.826 
68,540 

| 142,803 

’ 101,015 
77,641 
88,029 

10.827 
6,418 
1,592 
9,777 

191 

45 

222 

11,061 

45,538 

85,688 

19,667 

187,984 

1,547 


105 

8 

27 

194,222 
43,888 
66,284 
015,117 
1 61,060 
112,570 
87,736 
88,610 
80,428 
14,678 
3,995 
13,240 
865 
00 
5,912 
19,810 
62,144 
48,530 
9,708 
108,380 
14,472 



2 M 



Digitized by {jOOQie 




KPRMINIA. 



538 



KUSKIHAR. 



Kurminid, Karminte, a sept 
of Bajputs in Behar. 

Kurmuri, a gain of the B&tsya 
gotra of BArendra Brahmans in 
Bengal. 



Kurno Beheri, a thar or sept 
of DAmis in Darjiling, tne 
members of which are musioians 
by profession. 

Kurram, a sub-caste of TAm- 
bulis in Behar. 



Kumat, a section of Awadhi4 Kursi, fruit, a totemistio sept 
HajjAms in Behar. I of Mundas in Chota Nagpur. 

Kuru, the local and popular name of af ragment of the PardhiA, 
a hunting sub-tribe of Savars, who are found in the south of pargana 
Biru in Lohardaga. The Kura speak a dialect of Mundari, but do 
not eat or intermarry with Mundas, Kharias or Oraons; marriage 
is both infant and adult, and the practice of marrying one or both of 
the parties to a mango tree is in vogue. The Sarhul and Kuratn 
festivals are observed in spring and autumn. 

Kurus eat beef and pork, and it is doubtful whether they can be 
classed as Hindus at all, though the fact that they will take water, 
sweetmeats, etc., only from the hands of Brahmans, Bajputs, Rautias, 
KharwArs, Jhoras and Khandaits, seems to indioate a desire on their 
part to rise in the scale of social distinction. For the most part 
they earn a miserable livelihood by collecting jungle produots and 
watching the crops of their more civilised neighbours. Some, 
however, have taken to cultivation, and a few are recognised as 
having acquired Korkar rights. 



Kurum, a pub-caste of, and a 
synonym for, Kurmi in Western 
India, occasionally used in Behar. 

Kurumdnik , a synonym for 
Kurmi. 

Kurumb&r, a sept of the 
Suryabansi sub-tribe of Bajputs 
in Behar. 

Kurumbhong, the divider of 
the village, a sept of the Chhothar 
sub-tribe of Limbus. The found- 
er of this thar is said, for reasons 
not stated, to have divided his 
village into two parts by draw- 
ing a line down the middle. 

Kurunkh , a synonym for 
Oraon. 

Kurur, a sub-caste of Muchis 
in Bengal. 

KusadAi or Saptagrami , a 
sub-caste of TAmbulis in Bengal. 



Kusal» a thar or sept of 
Newars ; a section of Brahmans. 

KusalA, a gain or sub-seotion 
of Saptasati Brahmans in Ben- 
gal. 

Kus&ri, a gain of the SAndilya 
gotra of BArhi Brahmans in 
Bengal. 

Kusarp&kri, a mul or section 
of the ChhamuliA Madhesia sub- 
caste of HalwAis in Behar. 

KusbhabAni, a sept of Bajputs 
in Behar. 

Kusbhansi, a sept of the 
Chandrabansi division of Bajputs 
in Behar; a title of BAgdis in 
Bengal. 

Kushih&r, a synonym for 
Arkasiya, q.v. 
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Kusiet, a mul or section of the 
Ghosin sub-caste of GoAlas in 
Behar. 

Kusik, a section of KAyasths 
in BengaL 

KusrnAre-SabAs, a mul of the 
KAsyapa section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

KusmAre-Dhanauli, a mul of 
the KAayap section of Maithil 
Brahmans in Behar. 

KusmetiA, Kumdtid , or Kus- 
putra , a sub-oaste of BAgdis in 
Western Bengal, said to be 
named after the kusa grass, and 
apparently totemistio. 

Kusro, a sept of Gonds in 
Chota Nagpur. 

Kussum, a fruit, a totemistio 
sept of BhuiyAs and Kharwars 
in Chota Nagpur. 

Kusuar, fish, a totemistio sept 
of LohArs in Chota Nagpur. 

Kusum, a sept of PAns in 
Chota Nagpur. 



Kusumbaha, kussum flower, a 
sept of Mundas in Chota Nag- 
pur. 

Kusum kali, a gdin of the 
SAndilya gotra of BArhi Brah- 
mans in Bengal. 

Kusumni, a tree or its fruit; 
a sept of Chiks in Chota Nagpur. 

Kusuwa, fish, a totemistio sept 
of Oraons in Chota Nagpur. 

KutabkhAni, a pathi or hyper- 
gam ous sub-group of BArendra 
Brahmans in Bengal. 

Kutabpur, a sub- caste of 
KotAls in Chota Nagpur. 

Kutabpuri, a sub-caste of Telia 
in Bengal. 

KutAr f a section of GoAlAs in 
Behar. 

KutAri, Kathurd (Kuthar, an 
axe), a degraded sub-oaste of 
Sutradhars who work as carpen- 
ters and also deal in lime. 

Kutba, a mul or section of the 
AyodhiA sub-caste of SonArs in 
Behar. 



' Kutf, a subdivision of Mahomed ans in Eastern Bengal, deriving 
their name from the Hindustani Ktitna, to pound or beat. They 
are regarded as a most degraded olass, it being the popular belief 
that they joined the ranks of IslAm only a few generations ago, 
while, like all new converts, they are most intolerant, affecting to 
be more orthodox than their neighbours and regarding foreigners 
with extreme suspicion. They are either followers of Dudhu 
MiyAn, or of Maulavi KarAmat All ; and, although punctilious 
in their religious duties out of doors, cling to many Hindu supersti- 
tions. In October they worship the Dhenki used for husking grain, 
at the same time making offerings to Lakshml, the goddess of 
plenty, and every morning bowing thrioe before it ; while nothing, 
according to them, is more ominous* of evil than for a stranger to 
sit down or to rest his foot on it. When small-pox attacks their 
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families the Sltala pujah is observed, the same offerings being made 
to the goddess as among Hindus. 

Kutis are divided into the three following classes, who inter- 
marry and hold sooial intercourse with eaoh other— P Aon Kutl, 
HAth Ktitl, Chutkl Kutl. The PAon Kutl, by far the most numer- 
ous, are masons, thatchers, goldsmiths, boatmen, water-carriers, but 
their principal occupation is husking rioe. BepArl is their ordinary 
title, while those who are expert at weighing grain are oalled 
KayyAl, the equivalent of DAndi-dAr, or weighman. 

The wives of the Kutl alone among Mussulman women appear 
tmveiled in publio, making purchases in the bazAr, fetching water 
from the river, and boiling and husking rice in the open air. Among 
the rioher families the women are expert workers of Kashfda doth, 
and often take servioe as wet-nurses. The PAon Kutf have a 
panchAyat of their own, like any Hindu caste, and a headman called 
SardAr. The HAth Kutl pound bricks for road metal with an iron 
pestle or mallet, and makes surkhi for mortar. This subdivision 
is a small one, and is being gradually absorbed by the first. 

According to Buchanan, the Chutkl probably take their name 
from carrying about samples or a pinch {chutkl) of rice to show the 
quality of the whole, and as all Kdtls deal in rioe, the designation 
was applied to them oolleotively. At the present day the usual 
occupation of the Chutkl is extracting the kernel of the ooooanut 
for the manufacture of oil, and polishing the shells to make 
hookahs. 

Nd respectable Mahomedan will marry, eat, or associate with 
the Kutl, although they are admitted into the publio mosques and 
buried in the publio graveyard. It is a plausible conjecture that the 
entire Kuti class may be made up of Chandals converted to Islam, 
and this view gains some support from the fact that in Eastern 
Bengal Kutis and ChandAls annually compete in boat raoes on the 
popular Shashthl Pujah — a oiroumstanoe whioh would account for 
their low rank among Mahomedans. 

Kutua, a sept of ChakmAs in KyAgchhdgi, a thar or sept of 
the Hill Traots of Chittagong. Mangars in Darjiling. 

section of PAns in 

Kwinjusa, a sept of Maghs in 

the Hill Tracts of Chittagong. , . , • „ , 

Kyaukpiatsa, a sept of Maghs 

Kyabohchd, a thar or sept of in the Hill Tracts of Ghitta* 
SunuwArs in Darjiling. gong. 
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Kyaukmatsa, a sept of 
Maghs in the Hill Traots of 
Chittagong. 



Kutunji&t a 
Chota Nagpur. 
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